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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A” the Requeſt of many Gentlemen, a Collection is here 
preſented to the Public, of the principal Facts and 


* Papers reſpecting the Diſpute between Great Britain and 
[ America before the Commencement of Hoſtilities, T he R- 
MEMBRANCER beginning with the firſt Hoſtilities, this Col- 
lection of PRI Documents has been deſired, as ne- 
ceſſary to accompany that Work. 
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PRIOR DOCUMENTS. 


HE diſpute between Great Bri- 
tain and America commenced 
in the year 1764, with an attempt 
to prevent ſmuggling in America. 
There are ſome perſons who appre- 
hend the ſeeds of it were ſown much 
earlier.“ They may be right. But it 
is not the deſign of this compilation 
to explain motives, or explore latent 
cauſes. The object here is, to pre- 
ſent an impartial collection of au- 
thentic Documents; with ſuch ad- 
ditions only, as are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to connect the narrative. 


In 1764, the Britiſh miniſtry hav- 


ing come to a reſolution, to pre- 
vent, as much as poſſible, the prac- 
tice of ſmuggling, not only the 
commanders of the armed cutters 
ſtationed on the Britiſh coaſts, but 


of the ſhips ſent to America, were 


ordered to act in the capacity of re- 


venue officers, to take the uſual Cuſ— 
tom-houſe oaths, and obſerve the 


Cuſtom-houſe regulations; by which 


that enterpriſing ſpirit of theirs, - 


which had. been lately, with great 
ſucceſs, exerted againſt the common 
enemy, was now directed and en- 


couraged againſt the ſubject. Trades 


was injured by this meaſure.  'The 
gentlemen of the navy were not ac- 
quainted with Cuſtom-houſe laws, 
and therefore many illegal ſeizures 
were made. The ſubje& in Ame- 
rica could get no redreſs but from 
England, which was tedious and 
difficult to obtain. 


* See Remcmbrancer, vol. 1, 
page 24. 


A trade had for many years been 
carried on between the Britiſh and 
Spaniſh colonies, conſiſting of the 
manufactures of Great Britain, uy 
ported by the Britiſh colonies fo 
their own conſumption, and bought 
with their own produce ; for which 
they were paid by the Spaniards in 
gold and ſilver, ſometimes in bullion 
and ſometimes in coin, and with co- 
chineal, &c. occaſionally. This trade 
was not literally and ſtrictly accord- 
ing to law, yet the advantage of it 
being obviouſly on the fide of Great 
Britain and her colonies, 1t had been 
connived at. 


the veſſels; and this beneficial traf- 
fic was ſuddenly almoſt deſtroyed. 


Another trade had been carried on 


between the North American colo- 


nies and the French Weſt India 


iſlands, to the great diſadvantage of 
both, as well as to the mother coun- 
try. Theſe matters had been winked 
at many years, in conſideration of 
the. quantity of manufactures our 
North American colonies were there- 
by enabled to take from us. This 
advantageous commerce not only 
prevented the Britiſh colonies being 
drained of their current ſpecie by 
the calls of the mother country, but 
added to their common circulation 
of caſh ; which encreaſed in propor- 
tion with the trade. But this trade 
being alſo cut off, by the cruizers, 
all America became uneaſy. 


On the 1oth of March, 1764, the 
Houſe of Commons agreed to a 


2 number 


But the armed ſhips, 


under the new regulations, ſeized 
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number of reſolutions reſpecting the 
American trade; upon a number of 
which, a bill was brought in, and 
paſſed into a law, laying heavy du- 
ties on the articles imported into the 
colonies from the French and other 
iſlands in the Weſt Indies; and or- 
dering theſe duties to be paid, in 
ſpecie, into the Exchequer of Great 
Britain. As to the Spaniſh trade, 
the Court of Madrid had always 
been againſt it; and in complaiſance 
to that Court, as well as in compli- 
ance with the old law, and treakfes 
with Spain, it continued to be pre- 
vented, as much as poſſible. 

The Americans complained much 
of this new law ; and of the unex- 
ampled hardſhip, of firſt * 
deprived of obtaining ſpecie, ane 
next being ordered to pay thenew 
duties, in ſpecie, into the Trea- 
ſury at London; which they ſaid 
muſt ſpeedily drain them of all the 
ſpecie they had. But what ſeemed 
more particularly hard upon them, 
was, a bill brought in the ſame ſeſ- 
fon, and paſſed into a law, To 
reſtrain the currency of paper money 
if the colonies.” 

At the end of the ſeſſion, the King 
thanked the Houſe of Commons, for 
the wiſe regulations which had 
been eſtabliſhed to augment the pub- 
lic revenues, to unite the intereſts of 
the moſt diſtant poſſeſſions of his 
crown, and to encourage and ſecure 
their commerce with Great Britain.“ 
Extra of a letter from Penſacola, 

He Florida, dated Dec. 13, 1764. 

„ Ex ery thing here is put into a 
dull ſtate, by the men of war ob- 
ſtructing the Spaniards from trading 


' with us. We had four veſſels here 


lately, but they were not permitted 
to trade, which is the greateſt mis- 
fortune that could have befallen us 
in this young ſettlement, and which 
I think. at the ſame time will be no 


mall loſs to our mother country, 


its manu 


— 


—_—_— 
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being thereby prevented from vend- 
ing a "uy conſiderable quantity of 
| actures. a 


Letters to the ſame purport came 
from all the colonies. 


Extract of a letter from Kingſton, in 
Jamaica, dated Fan. 27, 1765 
*© Kingſton, which uſed to be a 

pe of great trade and hurry, 1s 
come as ſtill as a deſart, ſince we 

were ſo wiſe to baniſh our beſt friends 
the Spaniards, and now the current 
of that valuable commerce is turned 
in favour of the French and Dutch, 
who have made their ports free, and 
taking the advantage of our miſcon- 
duct, have romifed them ſafety, 
and ſo deal with them for all the Eu- 
ropean goods, upon the ſame terms 
the Engliſh did. Were I to depend 
on the ſale of goods I had from you, 

I ſhould not be able to remit the 

money theſe two or three years.” 


Part of a letter from Jamaica to a 
friend in London, dated May 12, 
1775. 

We are in the moſt deplorable 
ſtate ever known in this iſland: that 
channel through which all the money 
we had came among us, is entirely 
ſtopped up; and, what is moſt aſto- 
niſhing, 1s, that this meaſure ſhould 
be taken with you, who receive ſo 
much benefit from the encourage 
ment of it.“ | 

'The Continental Colonies were 
exceedingly offended. In ſeveral 
places the inhabitants had meetings, 
and they reſolved, in reſentment, 
not to buy any cloathing they could 
poſſibly do without, that was not of 
their own manufacturing. Several 
aſſociations were formed, and it was 
reſolved, every where, to conſume 
as few Britiſh manufactures as poſſi- 
ble; and to ſet about manufacturing 
ſome articles themſelves, the mate- 
rials of which they had in great 
plenty of their own production. 

Boſton, 


© at this refolution. 


PRIOR Do 
Bofton, (in New-England) March 


30, 1765. Funerals without mourn- 
ing, or the giving of Engliſh gloves, 
is become ſo faſhionable, that there 
has been but one burial for many 
months paſt in the old faſhion way. 
We are much indebted to thoſe pa- 
triots who firſt ſet this example of 
frugality, by which this town only 
has made a ſaving laſt year of near 
10,000]. ſterling. Other towns and 
provinces have copied the example, 
and experience its utility, It 1s a 
pleaſure to behold what other ſavings 
are made by laying aſide a multitude 
of ſuperfluous articles of Britiſh ma- 
nufactufes and Britiſh produce. 


At the ſame time (March 10, 


1764) the Houſe of Commons re- 
ſolved, that it was proper to charge 
certain ſtamp duties in the colonies 
and plantations. 

This reſolution was not this year 
followed by any bill, being only to 
be held out as an intention, for next 
year. It was propoſed, and agreed 
to, in a thin Houſe, late at night, 
and juſt at the riſing, without any 
debate. 

The aſſemblies of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay and New- Vork, were alarmed 
They came to 
ſome reſolutions upon it; which, 
with a petition from each, to the 
Houſe of Commons, againſt it, were 


. tranſmitted to the Board of Trade 


in England. They were laid before 
the Privy Council on the 11th of 
December, 1764. The Privy Coun- 
cil adviſed the King to lay f Fran be- 
fore Parliament. They were never 
laid before Parliament—they were 
ſuppreſſed. | 

In the ſpring of 1765, the Ame- 
rican agents in London were in- 
formed by adminiſtration, That if 
the colonies would propoſe any 
other mode of railing the ſum in- 
tended to be raiſed by ſtamp duties, 
their propoſal would be accepted, 


* 
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and the ſtamp duty laid afide. (See, 
third volume of Remembrancer, page 
253). The agents ſaid they were 
not authorized to give any anſwer, 
but that they were ordered to © 
pr the bill when it ſhould be 
rought into the Houle, by petitions 
queſtioning the right claimed by 
parliament of taxing the colonies. 

The bill laying a ſtamp duty in 
America, paſſed in March 1765. 

The following was printed at the 
on as part -of the Debates cn the 

ill : 

Mr. Grenville, after ſpeaking long 
in favour of the bill, concluded with 
ſaying, ** Theſe children of our own 
planting (ſpeaking of the Ameri- 
cans) nouriſhed by our indulgence, 
until they are grown to a good de- 
gree of {trength and opulence, and 
protected by our arms, will they 


grudge to contribute their mite to 


relieve us from the heavy load of 
national expence, which we lie un- 
der?“ 


Colonel Barre replied, Children 


Planted by your care ! No! your op- 
preſſion planted them in America 
they fled from your tyranny, into 
a then uncultivated land, where 
they were expoſed to almoſt all the 
hardſhips to which human nature are 
liable, and among others, to the 
ſavage cruelty of the enemy of the 
country, a people the moſt ſubtle, 
and I take upon me to ſay, the moſt 
truly terrible, of any people that 
ever inhabited any part of God's 
EARTH ; and yet, actuated by prin- 
ciples of true Engliſh liberty, they 
met all theſe hardſhips with pleaſure, 
compared with thoſe they ſuffered in 
their own country, from the hands 
of thoſe that ſhould have been their 
friends. 7 5: 


% They nouriſhed up by your indul- 


gence ? They grew by your neglect 
of them: as. foon as you began to 
care about them, that care was ex- 

5 erciſed 
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erciſed in ſending perſons to rule 
over them, in one department and 
another, who were, perhaps, the 
deputies of ſome deputy, ſent to fpy 
out their liberty, to miſrepreſent 
their actions, and to prey upon 
them; men, whoſe behaviour, on 
many occafions, has cauſed the 
blood of thoſe ſons of liberty to re- 
coil within them; men promoted to 
the higheſt feats of juſtice, fome, to 
my knowledge, were glad, by go- 
ing to foreign countries, to eſcape 
being brought to a bar of juſtice in 
their own. : 

« They protected by your arms ? 
They have nobly taken up arms in 
your defence, have exerted their va- 
lour amidſt their conſtant and labo- 
nous induſtry, for the defence of 
a country, whoſe frontiers, While 
drenched in blood, its interior parts 
have yielded all its little ſavings to 
your enlargement; and believe me, 
remember {. this day told you ſo, That 
the ſame ſpirit which actuated that 
people at firſt, will continue with 
them ſtill; but prudence forbids me 
to explain myſelt any further. God 
knows, I do not at this time ſpeak 
from motives of party heat. How- 
ever ſuperior to me, in general 
knowledge and experience, any one 
here may be, yet I claim to know 
more of America, having ſeen and 
been more converſant in that coun- 
try. The people there are as truly 
loyal, I believe, as any ſubjects the 
King has; but a people jealous of 
their liberties, and who will vindi- 
cate them if they ſhould be violated ; 
— but the ſubject is delicate. Yþvill 
ſay no more.“ | 

At the end of the ſeſſion, the King 
ſaid to the Houſe of Commons, 
„I have ſeen, with the moſt per- 
fect approbation, that you have em- 
ployed this ſeaſon of tranquility in 
promoting thoſe objects which I have 
recommended to your attention, and 


in framing ſuch regulations as may 
beſt in force the juſt authority of the 
legiſlature, and, at the ſame time, 
ſecure and extend the commerce, 
and unite the intereſts of every part 
of my dominions.” 

The objections of the people of 
America to the ſtamp act, were of 
three kinds. N 

Firſt, The powers given by the act 
to Vice-Admiralty courts in Ame- 
rica, they ſaid, would prove ex- 
ceedingly grievous to the ſubject, 
by the diſtance of them; and more 
ſo, by depriving the ſubject of his 
trial by jury, which was allowed in 
England. | 

Secondly, Becauſe the. ſtamp duty 
would entirely drain the colonies of 
their ſpecie. | 

Thirdly, Not being reprefented 
in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
that Parliament, they affirmed, had 
no right to tax them. I hemſelves 
only were the proper, and. beſt 
judges of their ability; they claimed 
a right to the exerciſe of this judg- 
ment, and to the ſole and exclu- 
ſive right of impoſing taxes upon 
themſelves, 

As ſoon as they were informed 

the ſtamp act had paſſed, the whole 
continent of America was thrown 
into a flame. : 
The province of Virginia took 
the lead. On the 2gth of May, 
1765, the Houſe of Burgeſſes of 
Virginia, came to the following re- 
ſolutions : Hat: 

Whereas the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons in England, have of 
late drawn into queſtion, how far 
the General Aſſembly of this colony 
hath power to enact laws for laying 
taxes and impoſing duties, payable 
by the people of this, his Majeſty's. 
moſt ancient colony ; for ſettling 
and aſcertaining the ſame to all fu- 
ture times, the Houſe of Burgeſſes 
of this preſent General. Ay 

, ve 


* 


have come to the ſeveral following 
reſolutions: | 

Refolved, That the firſt adven- 
turers and ſettlers of this his Ma- 
jeſty's colony and dominion of Vir- 
ginia, brought with them, and 
tranſmitted to their poſterity, and 
all other his Majeſty's ſubjects ſince 
inhabiting in this his Majeſty's co- 
lony, all the privileges and immu- 
nities that have at any time been 
held, enjoyed, and poſſeſſed by the 
people of Great Britain, 

Reſolved, That by the two royal 
charters granted by King James the 
Firſt, the coloniſts aforeſaid are de- 


clared entitled to all privileges of 


faithful liege and natural born ſub- 
jects, to all intents and purpoſes, 
as if they had been abiding and 
born within the realm of England. 
Reſolved, That his Majeſty's liege 

eople of this his moſt ancient co- 
ony, have enjoyed the right of be- 


ing thus governed by their own af- 


ſembly, in the article of taxes and 

Internal police, and that the ſame 

aave never been forfeited, or any 

other way yielded up, but have 
been conſtantly recognized by the 

King and people of Great Britain. 
Reſolved, Therefore, that the 

General ee this colony, 

together with his Majeſty or his ſub- 

ſtitute, have, in their repreſentative 
capacity, the only excluſive right 
and power to lay taxes and impo- 
ſitions upon the inhabitants of this 
colony ; and that every attempt to 
reſt ſuch a power in any perſon or 

8 whatſoever, other than the 

General Aſſembly aforeſaid, is ille- 

gal, unconſtitutional, and unjuſt, 

and has a manifeſt tendency to de- 
ſtroy Britith, as well as American 
freedom. 

The following Reſolves were not 
paſſed, only drawn up by the Com- 
mittee. | 

 Refalved, That his Majeſty's liege 

people, the Es of this co- 
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lony, are not bound to yield obe- 
dience to any law or ordinance 
whatſoever, deſigned to impoſe any 
taxation whatſoever upon them, 
other than the laws "The gar” eee 


of, the General Aſſembly aforeſaid. 


Reſolved, That any perſon Who 


ſhall, by ſpeaking or writing, main- 
tain that any perſon or. perſons, 
other than the General Aſſembly 
of this colony, have any right or 
power to impoſe or lay any taxa- 
tion whatſoever on the people here, 
ſhall be deemed an enemy to this 
his Majeſty's colony. \ 
The ſtamp a& was printed and 
cried about the ſtreets at New York 
by the title of The Folly of England, 
and Ruin of America. On the 14th 
of April, the guns at Philadelphia 
were diſcovered to be all ſpiked up, 
and on looking at thoſe of the bar- 
racks, they were found to be ſerved 
in the ſame manner, to the great 
ſurprize and uneaſineſs of the inha- 
bitants. Letters arrived in London, 
from Boſton, in New England, 
dated the iſt and 6th of April, ex- 
preſſing the alarm that the news of 
the ſtamp act had thrown the people 
into, the heart-burnings encreaſed 
during the ſummer, and the New 
York paper, in the beginning of 


June, 1765, gave ſufficient proofs 


of the temper with which the colo- 
niſts beheld the approach of the iſt 
of November, on which day the 
act was to take place. Letters of 
the ſame tenor came from uy 


dated in June, and from Philadel- 


phia, of the ſame date. 


It was not the populace- alone 
who were diſcontented, men of pro- 
perty took the alarm, 'The Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of Virginia having 
debated on the ſtamp act, come to 
the preceding reſolutions ; the Go- 
vernor thought fit to diſſolve them, 
But when a new election took place, 


it did not ſeem to be compoled of 


mei 


$ PRIOR 
men of more paſlive principles, 
ſince the electors excluded all thoſe 
members who did not aſſent to thoſe 
refolves, while thoſe who did were 
all re- elected. 

At Boſton, in New England, 

on the meeting of the Aſſembly, 
Sir Francis Bernard, the Governor, 
delivered the following ſpeech to 
them : 

Soon after my arrival to this 
government, I formed in my mind 
an idea of three improvements 
which this country was capable of 
making, profitable to itſelf and 
convenient to Great Britain; I 


mean pot-aſh, hemp, and the carry- 


ing lumber to the Britiſh markets. 


They are all proper ſtaples for New 


England, and muſt be very accept- 
able to Great Britain, as ſhe 1s at 
En: N with them from 
oreigners, by a loſing trade. 

I have already had the pleaſure 
to ſee the firſt of theſe eftabliſhed 
with effect, and wanting now no- 


thing but care to preſerve its cre- 


dit, and prevent the general quality 
of the goods, which is of a ſuperior 
kind, being rendered doubtful and 
ſuſpicious, by the fraudulent prac- 
tices of particulars. 'This 1s a ne- 
ceſſary caution at the commence- 
ment of a new trade; for upon its 
firſt reputation depends its future 
ſucceſs. There is already a law for 


the regulation of this trade, but it 


wants to be carried into cxecution ; 
this I muſt defire may be done this 
ſeſſion, as it is now becoming im- 
mediately wanting. 

* You have lately given a public 
teſtimony of your deſire to promote 


the production of hemp; I am- 


equally perſuaded of your good in- 
tentions to the improvement of the 
lumber trade; as you muſt be ſen- 
ſible of the inſufficiency of the pre- 
ſent markets for the reception of the 


great quantity of lumber which is 


* 
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now produced, and which will be 
continually encreafing. The Par- 
liament of Great Britain has already 
given encouragement to the one; 


and it is hoped that it will alfo ex- 
tend its bounty to the other. 

* Theſe are proper objects of 
your concern ; works, which natu- 
rally ariſe in your own country, 
ſtrengthen your connection with 
Great Britain, may eaſily be con- 
fined within yourſelves, and will 
ſoon be ſuperior to thoſe of foreign 
rivals. When theſe are added to 
your own reſources, they will form 
a fund, which, with the bleſſing of 
God, upon your induſtry and fru- 
gality, will be adequate to the ex- 
pence of all neceſſary imports ; and 
wb + have no occaſion, as you 

ave hitherto ſhewn no diſpoſition, 
vainly to attempt to transfer manu- 
factories from their ſettled abode ; 
an undertaking at all times difficult, 
but, under the diſadvantage of high-. 
priced labour, impratticable. 

The general ſettlement of the 
American provinces, which has been 
long ago propoſed, and now proba. 
bly will be proſecuted to its utmoſt 
completion, muſt neceſſarily pro- 
duce ſome regulations, which, from 
their novelty only, will appear diſ- 
agreeable. But I am convinced, 
and doubt not but experience will 
confirm it, that they will operate 
as they are deſigned, for the benefit 
and advantage of the colonies. In 
the mean time a reſpectful ſubmiſ- 
fion to the decrees of the Parlia- 
ment, is their intereſt, as well as 
their duty. 

In an empire, extended and 
diverſified as that of Great Britain, 
there mult, be a ſupreme legiſlature, 


to which all other powers muſt be 


ſubordinate. It is our happineſs 
that the ſupreme legiſlature, the 
parliament of Great Britain, is the 
ſanctuary of liberty and juſtice ; 8 

ad 
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that the prince, who preſides over 
it, realizes the idea of à patriot 
King. Surely then, we ſhould ſub- 
mit our opinions to the determina- 
tons of ſo auguſt a body; and ac- 

uieſce in a perfect confidence, that 
che rights of the members of the 
Britiſh empire will ever be ſafe in 
the hands of the conſervators of the 
liberty of the whole.“ 
Extra of a letter from Boſton, in 

New England, Augn/t 5, 1765. 

© As to public affairs, it would 
take me up a week's time to write 
all I could ſay: as to the impoſi- 


tion oß the ſtamp act, (which takes. 


pet the iſt of November) it will, 
believe, be of ſhors continuance ; 
for it is univerſally eſteemed here as 
arbitrary and unconſtitutional, and 
as a breach of charter and compa 

between K and ſubject; and 
we think we have a right to refuſe 


ſubmiſſion to it.— However, I be- 


lieve moſt of the ſtamp maſters will 
be afraid to act in ſuch ſtation as 
will ſtab their country. 

„ We have two hundred thou- 
ſand inhabitants in this province, 
and the others in proportion; ſo 
that it is computed there are about 
two millions in the whole: from 
hence you will think it is too late 
in the day to be dragoon'd out of 
our rights. | | 

1 have been here above ſixteen 
years, and I don't know of one ſin- 
gle man but would riſque his life 
and property to ſerve King George 
the Third; and would do the ſame 
to maintain his rights, liberty, and 
property.-Touch our Birth-right, 
and our body politick,” like the hu 
man body, ſenſibly feels it, and 
would do its utmoſt to ſhake it off. 
„The Cuſtom-houſe books will 


ſhew, that 3000l. leſs is collected 


fince the duty of molaſſes has been 
three-pence, than when one penny : 
your {mall men of war have eat the 


King's proviſions in guarding the 
coaſts; but have brought neither 
profit nor cred:t to their employers.“ 

Theſe diſcontents were general 
and they were encreaſed b/ what 


they ſtiled an utter inability to pay 


the tax in ſpecie. 
About the beginning of Auguſt 


tie coloniſts began ſeriouſly to think 


of the ſteps they were to take. A 
General Congreſs of repreſentatives 
of all the Colonies, was agreed 
on, to meet at New Vork. The 
freemen of Providence, in Rhode 


Iſland, were called together, to- 


confer on ſuch meaſures, - *© as 
„ ſhould appear to them neceſ- 
* ſary, relative to the famp at; 
*© whereby the liberties, the darling 
*« boaft of the Engliſh North Ame- 
*« rican fubjects, which were once 
*«« deemed indefeaſible, muſt be 
c“ greatly abridged, it not totally 
* annihilated.” And accordingly 
they met, and appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare ſuitable i ructions 


. to be given their repreſentatives, for 


their conduct in the General Con- 
grels, on that occaſion. Theſe in- 

uctions were prepared, and the 
freemen being again convened the 
next day, were laid before them, and 
approved of. The ſame ſteps were 
alſo taken by the province of South 
Carolina, | 

The houſe of repreſentatives at 
Boſton, refolved, That the honour- 
able James Otis, Thomas Ruggles, 
and Oliver Partridge, Eſqrs. be a 
committe, to meet the committees 
of the Aſſemblies ef the whole conti- 
nent, at New Vork, October 1, to 
unite 1n a petition to his Majeſty 
and the Britiſh parliament, for re- 
lief under the inſupportable griev- 
ance of the ſtamp act.— This was 


the Firſt Cong eſs of the American 


Continent. 
On the 1oth of September, the 
aſſembly of Philadelphia, 1 
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appointed a-committee to attend at 
the general congreſs at New York, 
a letter from the ſpeaker of the Maſ- 


ſachuſett's aſſembly was read, and 


the houſe came to the following re- 
ſolutions on the queſtions : 
Firſt, Whether the houſe are of 


opinion, that, in duty to their con- 


* .tutuents, they ought to remonſtrate 


to the crown againſt the ſtamp act, 
and other late acts of parliament, 
by which heavy burdens have been 
laid on the colonies. A 
Reſolved in the affirmative. 
Secondly, Whether this houſe 
will appoint a committee of three, 
or more of their members, to attend 
the congreſs propoſed in the forego- 
ing letter, to be held at New York 
on the firſt of October next, for the 
purpoſes therein mentioned. 


: Reſolved in the affirmative. 


Extract of a letter om Boſton, in 
Neo Enpland, Auguſt 26. 


% Very early on Wedneſday 


morning, the 14th inſtant, were 


diſcovered hanging, on a limb of the 


great trees, ſo called, at the South 
part of this town, two effigies, one 


of which, by the labels, appeared 
to be deſigned to repreſent a ſtamp 
officer, the other a jack boot with a 


head and horns peeping out of the 


top. The report of the images ſoon 


- ſpread through the town, brought 
à vaſt number of ſpectators, and 


had ſuch an effect on them, that 


they were immediately inſpired with 


a ſpirĩit of enthuſiatm, which diffuſed 


itſelf through the whole concourſe; 


ſo much were they affected with a 
ſenſe of liberty, that ſcarce any 


could attend to the taſk of day-la- 


bour. About duſk the images 
were taken down, placed on a bier 
(not covered with a ſheet, except a 
ſheet of paper which bore the in- 


ſcription) ſupported in preceflion by 


ix men, tollowed by a great con- 


been expected. 


to the duty 


courſe of people, and in the greateſt 
order, 2 forth, Liberty and 
Property! No Stamp, &c.— Having 
paſſed through the town-houſe, they 

oceeded with their pageantry down 
e and thro' Kilby-ſtreet, 
where an edifice had been lately 
erected, which was ſuppoſed to be 
deſigned for a ſtamp-otſice. Here 


they halted, and went to work to 


demoliſh that building, which they 
ſoon effected, without receiving any 
hurt, excepting one of the ſpecta- 
tors, who happened to be rather too 
nigh the brick wall when it fell. 
This being finiſhed, many of them 
them loaded themſelves with the 
wooden trophies, and proceeded 
(bearing the two effigies) to the top 
of Fort-hill, where a fire was ſoon 
kindled, in which one of them was 
burnt. The populace after this went 
to work on the barn, fence, garden, 
&c. and here it would have ended, 
had not ſome indiſcretions, to ſay 
the leaſt, been committed by his 
friends within, which ſo enraged the 
people they were not to be reſtrained, 
though hitherto no violence had 
been offered to any one. But it is 
very remarkable, though they en- 
tered the lower part of the houſe in 
multitudes, yet the damage done to 
it was not fo great as might have 


The next day the honourable 
gentleman, who had been appointed 
of diſtributor of the 
ſtamps when they ſhould arrive, ſup- 
poſing himſelf to be the object of 


their deriſion, informed the prin- 


ei pal gentlemen of the town, that as 
it appeared ſo diſagreeable to the 


people, he ſhould requeſt the liberty 


of being excuſed from that office; 


and in the evening the populace 


re- aſſembled, erected a pyramid, 
intending a ſecond bonfire; but 
upon hearing of the reſignation, 
they deſiſted, and repaired to the- 

gentleman's 


„„ * 
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gentleman's gate, gave three cheers, 
and took their departure without 
damage; but having heard it pro- 
pagated that an honoyrable gentle- 
man, at the north part of the town, 
had been acceſſary in laying on the 
ſtamp duties, &c. they repaired to 
his houſe, where, upon being in- 
formed by ſome gentlemen of integ- 
rity and reputation, that he had not 
only ſpoke, but wrote to the con- 
trary, they retired, and having pa- 
troled the ſtreets, returned to their 
re ſpective habitations, as quietly as 
they had done the night before.“ 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman 
in Philadelphia, to his friend in 
Briſtol, Sept. 7, 1765. | 
I make no doubt you have been 
informed, by letters from your 
friends, as well as by our public 
news- papers, of the great commo- 
tions throughout our colonies in ge- 
neral, which daily increaſe on ac- 
count of the late ſtamp act for raiſing 
money amongſt us: What adds to 
our uneaſinefs is, that we hear our 
brethren in England cenſure us ſe - 
verely, from a miſtaken opinion that 
we are unwilling to pay our propor- 
tion towards relieving the nation 
from the heavy burden of debt it 


now groans under, This is by no 


means the caſe: We are, and al- 
ways have been, ready and willing 
to pay our yearly proportion of that 
debt. What occaſions this general 
uneaſineſs and commotion is, — iſt. 
That we are to be taxed by this act. 
without being repreſented on your 
ſide of the water, or being firſt heard 
for ourſelves.— 2d. That all the mo- 
nies to he raiſed by this act are to be 
remitted home to the King's Ex- 
chequer in ſpecie, and not by bills 
of exchange, or any other remit- 
tance. —3d. That if any offence is 
committed again the act, the of- 
fender, if the proſecutor chuſes it, 
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is to be tried by a Court of Admi- 
ralty. , 
«© The 1ſt, the coloniſts ſay, is 


an infringement on the rights and 


privileges they have ever been en- 


titled to, and enjoyed by their 


Royal Charter. Had the govern- 
ment at home fixed on any particu- 
lar ſum to be yearly raiſed and paid 
by them, and adjuſted their ſeveral 
* which they well know 

ow to do, and left it to their ſeve- 
ral aſſemblies to raiſe the money by 
ſuch ways and means as they ſhould 
think moſt eaſy, it might have been 
readily complied with. To the 2d, 
it is impoſſible for the colonies to 
raiſe one fourth part of ſo much ſpe- 
cie as their tax would amount to, as 
they do not from all their trade im- 
port it. Were the remittance to be 
made 1n bills of exchange, they 
might poſſibly make it by them. — 
This third article is ſo great a ſtride 
to arbitrary power, and ſo great a 
violation and infringement on Eng- 
liſh liberty, that no Engliſhman can 
ſubmit tamely to it. Why ſhould the 
King's ſubjects on this ſide of the 
water be deprived of the liberty of 
being tried by civil authority and 
twelve honeſt jurymen more than in 
England ? Were an attempt to be 
made of this kind with you, every 


Engliſhman who has the leaſt ſenſe 


of his right of liberty would riſe in 


oppoſition 3 and you may depend 
upon it, that unleſs theſe three par- 


ticulars are altered, the coloniſts 
will grow more and more uneaſy.” 
In the midſt of thele heats, Go- 


vernor Fauquieur prorogued the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly of Virginia, till the 
17th of October; and Governor 
Wentworth prorogued that of New 
Hampſhire to the igth of No- 
vember (eighteen days after the 
ſtamp act was to be in force). 

Mc. Meſſerve, the ſtamp-officer 
for New Hampſhire, was ſurrounded 
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by above three hundred perſons (fe- 
veral of whom were men of pro- 
perty) and obliged to epgage not to 
in his office. | 
At Providence, a Gazette Extra- 
ordinary was publiſhed, on the 24th 
of Auguſt, with vox yoPUL1, vox 
DE1, in large letters, for the fron- 
tiſpiece; and underneath, Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Li- 
Berty. St. Paul. —It congratulated 
them on the ſpirit of oppoſition that 
had already been ſhewn in divers parts 
of North America; and went on in 
theſe words: We have glorious ac- 
counts from all parts, of the noble 
ſpirit of the people in the cauſe of li- 
berty,” and concluded an addreſs to 
the people of New England, thus: 
Let me draw towards a concluſion, 
by obſerving the univerſal ſpirit, 
which now prevailsthro? che calonies, 
to take all lau meaſures to pre- 
vent the execution of the ſtamp act 
here. This lauda ble zeal hath burſt 
into a flame in Boſton, and the ex- 
ertions of the people in that ancient 
town, who have heretofore been 
obliged to ſtruggle for their liberties, 
when infamoully attacked, as their 
their hiſtory ſhews, plainly indicate 
that the ſpirit of their fathers reſt 
upon them, and that they preſerve 
in their breaſts the noble ſenſations 
of freedom.“ 
The flame now ran from province 
to province, and the ſpirit of oppo- 
fition was almoſt untyerſal ; Mr. In- 
erſoll, ſtamp officer of Connecticut, 
had ſent to Wyndham to a perſon 
whom he had appointed to be his 
deputy, to come to him at New Ha- 
ven, to receive his commiſſion ; but 
the inhabitants at Wyndham, having 
knowledge of the letter he had re- 
ceived, ſurrounded his houſe, de- 
manded the letter from him, and 
warned him not tò accept the office, 
which ſo terrified him, that the very 
ſame poſt he ſent back an abſolute 


Cu MENT 8. | 
— of taking the charge upon 
m. | 
The ſame fate awaited his princi- 
pal at New Haven, whoſe reſigna- 
tion of the place of ſtamp officer was 
printed in the Boſton Poſt Boy of 
Aug. 24, in the following words : 


To the good People of ConnecTICUT, 


When I undertook the office of 
diſtributor of ſtamps for this colony, 
I meant a 1ervice to you, and really 
thought veu would have viewed it 
in that light, when you came to un- 
derſtand the nature of the ſtamp aQ, 
and that of the office; but ſince it 
gives you ſo much uneaſineſs, you 
may be aſſured, if I find (after the 
act takes place, which is the firſt of 
November) that you ſhall not incline 
to purchaſe or make uſe of an 
ſtampt paper, I ſhall not force it 
upon you, nor think it worth m 
while to trouble you or myſelf witl 
any exerciſe of my office; but if by 
that time I ſhall find you generally 
in much need of the fampe paper, 
and very anxious to obtain it, I ſhall 


hope you will be willing to receive 


it of me (if I ſhall happen to have 
any) at leaſt until another perſon 
more agreeable to you can be ap- 
pointed in my room. 

I cannot but wiſh you would 
think more how to get rid of the 
amp ad, than of the officers wha 
are to ſupply you with paper, and 
that you had learnt more of the na- 
ture of my office before you had un- 
dertaken to be ſo very angry at it.“ 

New Haven, 

Aug. 1765. 

This reſignation was much ap- 
prone, but ſzems rather to have 
been the effc of fear, than a hearty 
deſre of complying with the temper 
of the times; for, when the people 
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aſſembled round his houſe, and de- 


manded, whether he intended to act 
in that office, or reſign, he an- 
ſwered, 
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fwered, that as he had accepted the 
office in perſon, he did not think he 
had power to reſign. They next de- 
manded whether, when the ſtampt 
paper arrived, he would deliver it to 
them, to make a bonfire? Or— 
have his houſe pulled down. To 
this queſtion he ſtrove to evade giv- 
ing an anſwer, by deſiring them to 
wait the meeting of the aſſembly, 
and ſeveral other pretences ; but 
when he found all unavailing, he 
then praniles, that when they 
arrived, he would either re-ſhip 
them to be ſent back; or, when 
they were in his houſe, he would 
leave his doors open, that they might 
then act as they thought proper; this 
ſatisfied them, and they diſperſed. ; 
and the above adyertiſement appear- 
ed in the paper, 


On the 26th of Auguſt, about 
twilight, a ſmall bonfire was kindled 
in Kin -ſtreet, Boſton, and ſur- 
rounded only by a few boys and 
children; but when the fireward 


endeavoured to extinguiſh it, he 


was whiſpered, by an unknown 


perſon, to deſiſt ; which he not re- 


garding, received a blow on his 
arm, and ſuch other marks of diſ- 
pleaſure, as obliged him to with- 


draw. But preſently after a 2 | 


cular whiſtle and whoop was heard 
from ſeveral quarters, which in- 
ſtantly drew together a great num- 
ber ot perſons, diſguiſed, and armed 


with c abs, ſticks, &c. who aſlaulted 


the houſe of William Story, Eſq; 
deputy regiſter of the Vice-Admi- 
ralty, oppoſite the north ſide of the 


Court-Houſe, the lower part of 
which, being his office, was broke 


open, the files and public records 
of that court were ſeized, and con- 
demped to the flames. 


This did not take up half an 


hour, when they ruſhed onwards 
(encreaſing in their numbem) to the 


and other inhabitants, will do every 


- 
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new-built houſe of Benjamin Hallo- 
well, jun. Eſq; the furniture of 
which they eyed. About ten 
o'clock, they attacked the heuſe of 
the Lieut. Governor, which, in a 
few hours, they ſtript of its furni- 
ture ; and even his apparel, books, 
&c. were deſtroyed. After which 
they diſperſed. 

'The next morning was the time 
for holding the aſſize and the ſu- 
preme court of judicature, when the 
chief juſtice was obliged to attend 
in his only ſuit, while the Pontle- 
men of the bench and bar were in 
their reſpective robes. But the chief 
inhabitants were very ſtrenuous to 
diſtinguiſh ** that tumultuous and 
outrageous behaviour, from a truly 
noble oppoſition to the impoſition of 
internal taxes, without the. inter- 
vention of the reſpective legiſlatures 
of the colonies.” The peace and 
good order of the town was reſtored, 
and preſerved by a nightly military 
watch, and ſeveral perſons were 


apprehended and committed to goal, 


on ſuſpicion of being concerned in 
the late riots. | 

It is proper to remark, that the 
outrages on the 26th were not only 


diſavowed by the reputable part of 


the inhabitants, but, on a ſhort 
notice, they met at Fanueil-hall in 


great numbers, and teſtified their 


utter deteſtation-of the extraordinary 
and violent proceedings. of the un- 
known perſons the 22 night; 
and they unanimouſly voted That 


the ſelect men, and magiſtrates of 


the town, be defired to uſe thei# 
utmoſt endeavours, agreeable to law, 
to ſuppreſs ſuch diſorders for the. 
future; and that the freeholders, 


thing in their power te aſſiſt them 
therein.” 'The next day a procla- 


mation was puWiſhed by the gover- 


nor, offering a reward of zool. for 


the diſcovery of any of the ring- 
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leaders, and 100 l. for any of the 


other perſons concerned in that riot. 


On Tueſday the 27th of Auguſt 
(for, as if it had been previouſly 
concerted, the commotions through- 
out the provinces all happened with- 
in a few days of each other) about 
nine o'clock in the morning, the 

ple of Newport, in Rhode liland, 
1 forth the effigies of three 
perſons, in a cart, with halters 
about their necks, to a gallows, 
twenty feet high, placed near the 
'Town-houſe, where they were hung 
to public view till near night, when 
they were cut down, and burnt un- 
der the gallows, amidſt the accla- 
mations of thouſands, 

The next evening they aſſembled 
again, and beſet the houſe of Mar- 
tin Howard, jun. Eſq; the furni- 
ture, &c. thereof they burnt and 
deſtroyed, as they did next that of 
Dr. Thomas Moffat, leaving the 
houſes mere ſhells. They then pro- 
ceeded towards the houſe of Auguſ- 
tus Johnſton, Eſq; who had been 
appointed ſtamp-maſter for Rhode 
Iſland, but were met and parleyed 
with by a gentleman, who, telling 
them the houſe was not Mr, John- 
ſon's property, they deſiſted from 
any farther attempts, but inſiſted 
that Mr. Johnſton's effects ſhould 
be delivered to them next day, 
unleſs he would reſign his place, 
which he did on his coming to town 
next day, in the following terms, 
and then they diſperſed : 


To the Inhabitants of the town of 
Newport, 
Gentlemen, _ | 

« As I find my being appointed 
the ſtamp- officer of this colony has 
irritated the people of this town 
againſt me, though the office was 
beſtowed on me. unaſked and un- 
thought of ; and being. willing, as 
far as it is in my power, to reſtore 
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tranquility to the town, do engage; 
upon my honour, that I will not ac- 
cept of the ſaid office, upon any 
terms, unleſs I have your conſent 
for the ſame. 

_ AvevsTineg JOHNSTON.” 

Auguſt 29, 1765. 

On theſe outrages, Mr. Howard 
and Mr. Moffat, Fading the reſent- 
ment of the people was very high 
againſt them, and fearing their per- 
ſons would not be ſafe in Newport, 
took ſhelter in the Signet man of 
war, and ſoon after departed for 
Great Britain, 


On the 10th of September, the 
ſtamp papers for the uſe of the New 
England Government, arrived at 
Boſton ;- of which the Governor in- 


formed the Aſſembly in the follow- 


ing ſpeech : 
Gentlemen of the Council and Gentle- 

men of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
« A ſhip is arrived in the har- 
bour with ſtamped papers on board 
for the King's uſe in this province, 
and alſo with other ſtamped papers 
for the like uſe for the province of 


New Hampſhire and colony of Rhode 


Ifland ; as Mr. Oliver has declined 
the office of diſtributor of ſtamped 
papers, and cannot ſafely meddle 
with what are arrived, the care of 
them devolves to this government, 
as having a general c arge of the 
King's intereſt within it. I have 
already laid this matter before the 
Council, and they refer it to a Ge- 
neral Court; I therefore now apply 
to you jointly to deſire your advice 
and aſſiſtance, in order to preſerve 
the ſtamped papers deſigned for tis 
government, being the King's pro- 
perty, of very conſiderable value, 
fafe and ſecure for his Majeſty's fur- 
ther orders, I muſt alſo deſire you 
at the ſame time to conſider of the 
hike preſervative of the ftamped pa- 
pers deſigned for New Hampſhire 

and 
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and Rhode Iſland, if the diſtributors 
appointed for thoſe. governments 
ſhould decline to have the charge of 
them, and in ſuch caſe the care of 
them will devolve to this govern- 


ment, equally with others.“ 


To which the Aſſembly replied. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

« The Houſe having given all 
due attention to your Excellency's 
meſſage of this day, beg leave to 
acquaint your Excellency, that the 
ſtamped papers mentioned in we 
meſſage are brought here without 
any directions to this government: 
it is the ſenſe of the Houſe, that it 
may prove of ill conſequence for 
them any ways to intereſt themſelves 
in this matter; we hope therefore 
your Excellency will excuſe us, if 
we cannot ſee our way clear enough 
to give you any advice or aſſiſtance 
therein.“ 


The General Aſſembly having 
thus declined to interfere in the di- 
rection of the ſtamp paper, the Go- 
vernor again applied to the Council, 
who adviſed him to lodge the ſtamp 


papers in the Caſtle; but various re- 


ports having been ſpread concerning 
this meaſurc, his Excellency on the 


firſt of October made the following 


ſpeech to the. Council : 


Gentlemen, | 
«« I have been informed that it is 
reported about the town, that the 
ſtamped papers are to be lodged in 


the Caſtle, there to be unpacked 


and diſtributed. I have frequently 


in converſation ſhewn the abſurdity 


of ſuch a ſuppoſition ; but as what 


1 have faid is 2 not much 


known, I make this declaration to 


you : That I have no warrant, or- 
der, or authority whatſoever, to diſ- 
tribute the ſtamped papers, or to un- 
© pack the bales, or ſeparate the par- 
els, or order any perſon whatſoever 


mous deſire to his Excellency, that 
he would permit the ſame to be pub- 
liſhed ; and his Excellency there- 


Vork Gazette: 
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ſo to do; that it cannot be conceived 
that I ſhould be ſo imprudent as to 
undertake a buſineſs to which I have 
no appointment, and make myſelf 
anſwerable for large ſums of money, 
the receipt of which I cannot attend 
to, and have no power to direct or 
order: What I have done in purſu- 
ance of your advice, in ordering the 
ſtamped papers to be depoſited in 
the Caſtle, and there to be defended 
with all the force of that fortreſs, 
was to preſerve them entire and un- 
packed for his Majeſty's uſe. In 
this I have had two things in view, 
to prevent 1mprudent people com- 
mitting an high inſult upon the 
King, an indignity which would be 
ſure to meet with particular reſent- 
ment ; and to ſave the town or pro- i 7 
vince, as it may happen, from be- 14 
ing made anſwerable for ſo great a . 
ſum as the value of the ſtamped pa- i 
pers will amount to; as they cer- 39 
tainly will be, if the ſtamped papers 4 | 
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ſhou!d be taken away. In provid- 
ing againſt theſe two evils, ſurely 
we are endeavouring to do the town 
and province real and important ſer- 
vice, whatever people, 1n their pre- 
ſent temper, may tnink.“ 

His Excellency having made 
the foregoing declaration to the 
Board, they ſignified their unani- 
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upon gave permiſſion for publiſhing 
the ſame accordingly.” 
y A. OL1veR, Sec. 


About this time the followin 
advertiſement appeared in the New 


To Mefrs. GREEN and RIND. Sf 
Gentlemen, q 
J am informed that the ſtamp- T4 


law takes place the firit day of No- 
vember next; I therefore hereby 
give notice to all officers whatſoever 


that 


* 
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that may be appointed by virtue of 
that moſt grievous and ünconſtitu- 
tional a& (to prevent them trouble) 
that I will pay no tax whatever, but 
what is laid upon me by my repre- 
ſentatives. I am, gentlemen, 
Your humble ſervant, 
Benjamin WELSH.” 


While the colonies ſhewed the 
ſtrongeſt marks of diſlike to thoſe 
whom they ſuppoſed to be the pro- 
moters of the ſtamp- act, they were 
as ſtrong in their marks of approba- 
tion of thoſe who had oppoſed its 
paſſing. On the 18th of Septem- 
er, at a meeting of the freeholders 
and inhabitants of Bolton, a com- 
mittee of ſeven gentlemen was choſen 
te to draw up and tranſmit to Mr, 
Secretary Conway and Colonel Ifaac 
Barre, ſeveral addreſſes of thanks 
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3 of the coloniſts; and to 


On Saturday, Sept. 21, there was 
publiſhed a new news- paper in Ame- 
rica, under the following title, 
The ConsTITUTIONAL Covu- 
RANT, Containing matters intereſt- 
ing to Liberty, and no ways repug- 
nant to Loyalty : It had an emble- 
matical head-piece, of a ſnake cut 
into ſeveral pieces, on each of which 
were the initial letters. of the names 
of the ſeveral colonies, and over it, 
% Joix o DIE” in large letters, 
and the imprint was, Printed by 
Andrew Marwel, at the ſign of the 
Bribe refuſed, on Conſtitution- hill, 

North America.“ 

The 25th of September the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the province at 
Maſſachuſett's-Bay, in New Eng- 


ject; but my ſtation will not allow 
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land, met at Boſton, when his Ex· 
cellency Francis Bernard, Eſq; Go- 
vernor of the ſaid province, made 

the following ſpeech to them: 
Gentlemen of the Council, and Gentle- 
men of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
„ I have called you together at 
this unuſual time, in purſuance of 
the unanimous advice of a very full 
Council, that you may take into 
conſideration the preſent ſtate of the 
province, and determine what is to 
be done at this difficult and danger- 
ous conj uncture. I need not recount 
to you the violences which have 
been committed in this town, nor 
the declarations which have been 
made and ſtill ſubſiſt, that the act 
of parhament for granting ftamp- 
duties in the Britiſh colonies ſhall 
not be executed within this province. 
The ordinary executive authority of 
this government is much too weak 
to contradict ſuch declarations, or 
oppoſe the force by which they are 
ſupported: It has therefore been 
found neceſſary to call the whole le- 
giſlative power in aid of the execu- 
tive government. From this time 
this arduous buſineſs will be put into 
out hands, and it will become a 
provincial concern. | 
Upon this occaſion it is my duty 
to ſtate to you what will probably be 
the conſequences, if you ſhould ſuffer 
a confirmed diſobedience of this act 
of parliament to take place. I am 
ſenſible how dangerous it is to ſpeał 
out at this time, and upon this ſub- 


me to be awed or reſtrained in what 
I have to ſay to the General Court; 
not only my duty to the King, but 
my duty to the Province, my love 
to it, my concern for it, oblige me 
to be plain and explicit upon this 
occaſion. And I hope no advocate 
for liberty will violate that eſſential 
conftitutional right, freedom of 
ſpeech in the General Aſſembly. 
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0 AsT deſire not to diate to you, 
and would avoid all appearance of it, 
I ſhall reſolve what I have to recom- 
mend to your conſideration into mere 
queſtions, and avoid aſſertions of my 
own in matters which are doubtful, 
I ſhall not enter into any diſquiſidion 
of the policy of the act: it has never 
been a part of my buſine ſs to enter 
into any judgment of it; and as I 
have not hitherto had any opportu- 
nity to expreſs any ſentiments of it, 
I ſhall not do it now. I have only 
to ſay, that it is an act of the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and as ſuch 
ought to be obeyed by the ſubjects of 
Great Britain. And I truſt that the 
ſupremacy of that parliament, over 
all the members of their wide and 
diffuſed empire, never was, and never 
will be denied within theſe walls. 

«© The Right of the parliament of 
Great Britian to make laws for the 
American colonies, however it has 
been controverted in America, re- 
mains indiſputable at Weſtminſter, If 
it is yet to be made a queſtion, who 
ſhall determine it but the parliament? 
If the parliament declares that this 
right is inherent in them, are they 
like to acquieſce in an open and 
ſorcible oppoſition to the exerciſe of 
it? Will they not more probably 
maintain ſuch right, and ſupport 
their own authority? Is it in the will 
or in the power, or for the intereſt 
of this province to oppoſe ſuch au- 


thority ? If ſuch oppoſition ſhould 


be made, may it not bring on a con- 
teſt, which may prove the molt de- 
trimental and ruinous event which 
could happen to this people? 

* It is ſaid, that the gentleman 
whd oppoſed this act in the Houſe 
of Commons, did not diſpute the 
authority of parliament to make 
ſuch a law, but argued upon the 
inexpediency of it at this time, and 
the inability of the colonies to bear 
ſuch an impoſition. Theſe are two 


- 


diſtin queſtions, which may receive 
difterent anſwers. The power of 
the parliament to tax the colonies 
may be admitted, and yet the expe- 
diency of exerciſing that power at 
ſuch a time, and in ſach a manner, 


may be denied. But if the queſtions 


are blended togetber, ſo as to admit 
of but one anſwer, the affirmative of 
the right of parliament will conclude 
for the expediency of the act. Con- 
ſider therefore, gentlemen, if you 
found your application for relief 
upon denying the parliament's right 
to make ſuch a law, whether you 
will not take from your friends and 
advocates the uſe of thoſe arguments, 
which are moſt Iike to procure the 
relief you defire ? 

« You, Gentlemen of the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, have propoſed a 
congres of committees from the re- 
preſentatives of ſeveral colonies, to 
conſider of a general, united, duti- 
ful, loyal and humble repreſentation 
which you have propoſed ? Will the 
denying the power and authority of 
the King and Parliament, be the 

roper means to obtain their favour ? 


f the parliament ſhould be diſpoſed 


to repeal this act, will they probably 


do it whilſt there ſubſiſts a forcible 
oppoſition to the execution of it ? Is 
it not more probable, that they will 
require a ſubmiſſion to their authority 
as a preliminary to their granting 
you any relief? Conſider then, 
whether the oppoſition to the exe- 
cution of the act has not a direct ten- 
dency to defeat the meaſures you 
have taken to procure a repeal of it, 
if you do not interpofe to prevent it. 

„ By this act, all papers which 
are not duly ſtamped are to be null 
and void; and alt perſons who ſhall 
ſign, engroſs, or write any ſuch pa- 
pers, will forfeit, for each fact, ten 

unds. If therefore ſtamps are not 
to be uſed, all public offices muſt be 
ſiut up: for it cannot be expected, 
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that any officer ſhould incur penal- 
ties much beyond all he is worth, 
for the ſake of doing what muſt be 
null and void when it is done. I 
would therefore deſire you to conſider 
what effects the ſtopping two kinds 


of offices only, the Courts of Juſtice . 


and the Cuſtom-houſes, will have 
upon the generality of the people. 
When the Courts of Juſtice are ſhut 
up, no one will be able to ſue for 
a debt due to him, Muſt not then 
all credit and mutual faith ceaſe of 
courſe, and fraud and rapine take 
their place? Will any one's perſon 
or property be ſafe, when their ſole 
protector, the law, is debaſed to 
act? Muſt not the hand of violence 
be then let looſe, and force of arms 
become the only governing power ? 
It is eaſy to form an adequate idea 
of a ſtate of general outlawry: And 
may not the reality exceed the worſt 
idea you can form of it ? 

If trade and navigation ſhall ceaſe 
by the ſhutting up the ports of this 
province for wantof legal clearances ; 
are you ſure that all other ports which 
can rival theſe will be ſhut up alſo ? 
Can you depend upon recovering 
your trade again entire and undi- 
miniſhed, when you ſhall be pleaſed 


to reſume it? Can the people of 


this province ſubſiſt within naviga- 
tion for any long time? What will 
become of the ſeamen who will be 

ut out of employment? What will 

come of the tradeſmen who imme- 
diately depend upon the navigation 
for their daily bread? Will theſe 
people endure want quietly without 
troubling their neighbours ? What 
will become of the number.eſs fa- 
milies which depend upon fiſhery ? 
Will they be able to turn the pro- 
duce of their year's work into the 
neceſſaries of life without naviga- 
tion? Are there not numberleſs 
other families who do not appear 
immediately concerned in trade, 
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and yet ultimately depend upon it ? 
Do you think it poſſible to provide 
for the infinite chain of the depen- 
dants upon trade, who will be 
brought to want by the ſtopping of 
it? It is certain that this province 
has a ſtock of proviſions within it- 
ſelf ſufficient for all its inhabitants, 
without the uſual imports? If there 
ſhould be a ſufficiency in general, 
can it be diſtributed among all the 
individuals without great violence 
and confuſion? In ſhort, can this 

rovince bear a ceſſation of law and 
juſtice, and of trade and navigation, 
at a time when the buſineſs of the 
year is to be wound up, and the 
ſevere ſeaſon 15 haſtily approaching? 


'Theſe are ſerious and alarmin 


133 which deſerve a cool an 
iſpaſſionate conſideration. 

* I would not willingly aggra- 
vate the dangers which are before 
you : I do not think it very eaſy to 
do it : This province ſeems to me 
to be upon the brink of a precipice ; 
and that it depends upon you to pre- 
vent its falling. Poſſibly I may fear 
more for you than you do for your- 
ſelves; but in the ſituation you now 
ſtand, a fight of your danger is ne- 
ceſſary to your preſervation! and it 
is my buſineſs to 12 it to you. 
But I do not pretend to enumerate 
all the evils which may poſſibly hap- 
pen; ſeveral, and ſome of no little 
importance, will occur to you, tho 
they have been omitted by me. In 
a word, gentlemen, never were your 
judgment and prudence ſo put to a 
trial, as they are like to be upon the 
preſent occaſion. 

I am aware that endeavours 
have been, or may be uſed, to leſſen 
my credit with you, which I have 
hitherto always ſtudied to improve 
to the advantage of the province. 
Violences ſeldom come alone : The 
ſame ſpirit which pulls down houſes 
attacks reputations, The beſt men 

10 
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in the province have been much in- 
jured in this way; I myſelf have 
not eſcaped this malignity. But I 
ſhall not lower myſelf fo as to an- 
ſwer ſuch accuſers : To you I ſhall 
always owe ſuch explanations as ſhall 
be neceſſary to the improvement of 
a good underſtanding between us. 
However, I will take this opportu- 
nity to declare publicly, that ever 
ſince I have ſat in this chair, IJ have 
been conſtantly attentive to the true 
intereſts of this province, accordin 
to the beſt of my underſtanding, and 
have endeavoured to promote them 
by all means in my power. The 
welfare of this people is ſtill upper- 
moſt in my heart: and I believe no 
man feels more for them than I do 
at this preſent time. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives, 

«© I muſt recommend you to do 
an act of juſtice, which at the ſame 
time will reflect credit upon your- 
ſelves; I mean to order a compen- 
ſation to be made to the ſufferers by 
the late dreadful diſturbances. Their 
loſſes are too great for them to ſit 
down with; one of them amounts 
to a very large ſum. You muſt be 
ſenſible that it will be expeCted that 
theſe damages be made good; and 
it will be better for you to do it of 
your own accord before any requiſi- 
tion is made to von. An eſtimate 
of theſe damages is made by a com- 
mittee of the council, purſuant to 
order, which will be laid before you. 


Gentlemen, 

© I am ſenſible of the difficulty of 
the part you have to act; it may not 
be ſufficient for you to be convinced 
of a ſubmiſſion to the law for the pre- 


ſent, unleſs the ſame conviction thall 


be extended to the people in gene- 
ral. If this ſhould be ſo, I can only 
defire you to uſe all means to make 
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yourſelves well acquainted with the 
exigency of the preſent time; and if 
you ſhall be perſuaded that a diſobe- 
dience of the act is productive of 
much more evil than a ſubmiſſion to 
it can be, you muſt endeavour to 
convince your conflituents of the 
truth of ſuch perſuaſion, In ſuch 
caſe I ſhall readily grant you a re- 
ceſs for a ſufficient time; and I ſhall 
be ready to concur with you in all 
other legal meaſures to provide for 
the ſafety of the people in the beſt 
manner, 

Council Chamber, 


Sept. 25, 1766. FRA. Bernard,” 


The Houſe of Repreſentatives im- 


mediately appointed a committee to 


prepare an addreis in anſwer to his 
Excellency's ſpecch, and the draught 
was to have been reported the 28th; 
on the preceding day, - both the 
houſes of aſſembly received the aſto- 
niſhing, ſudden, and unexpected 
meſſage to adjourn to the 23d of 
October. 

The 26th of September the hon. 
Thomas Finch, Eſqz governor of 
Connecticut, iſſued a proclamation, 
requiring all officers, civil and 
military, to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours for preventing and ſuppreſſin 
all riots and tumultuous aſſemblies :* 


but ſo great was the dread of the 


peoples reſentment, that William 


Storey, Eſq; refigned his office of 


deputy-regiſter of the court of Vice- 
Admiralty ; as- ſome days before, 
William Cox, Eſq; had reſigned his 
office as ſtamp-maſter for New-Jer- 
ſey. NETS 

3 the ſame time, fourteen 
boxes more of ſtampt paper arrived 
at Boſton for the uſe of that pro- 
vince; and of New Hampſhire and 
Rhode fland; but the ſhips that 
brought them were obliged to be 
guarded in by a man of war floop 
and a cutter, and brought to under 
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20 
the protection of the gans of the 
caſtle. ; Het 

The inhabitants of Connecticut 
not being fully. ſatisfied with the firſt 
declaration of Mr. Ingerſoll, a great 
number of the inhabitants from the 
eaſtern parts of the province came on 
| horſeback to Hartford on the 18th 
of September, and declared they 
were on their way to Newhaven, to 
demand of Mr. Ingerſoll a total re- 
fignaticn of his office, as were alſo a 
number of their companions on the 
lower roads, who were all to rendez- 
vous at Brentford the next day; they 
then. ſeparated to get lodgings in 
Hartford for that night. In the 
evening they received information 


that Mr. Ingerſoll was to be in town | 


the next day, to apply to the aſſem- 
bly for protection; but leſt he ſhould 
come in the night, to ſhun them, 
they kept a patrole in the ftreets all 
that night to prevent his coming 
unnoticed ; but he not arriving the 
next morning, the whole body ſet 
off, and in . an hour met Mr. 
Ingerſoll at the lower end of We- 
tiersfield, and told him their buſi- 


neſs, when, after many evaſions and 


debates, he read his reſignation to 
the multitude, who deſired him to 
cry out Liberty and Property three 
times, which he did; and they re- 
turned three loud huzzas. Mr. In- 
gerſoll then went and dined at the 
tavern with many of the company, 
and a party of about five hundred 
eſcorted him to Hartford, where he 
again publicly read his reſignation, 
which ihey again applauded with 
three huzzas, and then they all diſ- 
perſed without any diſturbance. His 
reſignation was as follows: 


| Wethersfield, Sept. 9, 1765. 
«© I do hereby premiſe, that I 
will never receive any ſtamped pa- 
pers, which may arrive from Eu- 
rope, in conſequence of an act lately 


x aſſed in the parliament of Great 
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Britain, nor officiate in any manner 
as ſtamp-maſter, or diſtributor of 
ſtamps, within this colony of Con- 
necticut, either directly or indirectly. 
And I do hereby notify to all the in- 
habitants of his Majeſty's colony of 
Connecticut, (notwithſtanding the 
ſaid office or truſt has been com- 
mitted to me) not to apply to me, 
ever after, for any ſuch ſtamped pa- 
pers, hereby declaring, that I do re- 


ſign the ſaid office, and execute theſe 


preſents of my own free will and ac- 


cord, without any equivocation, or 


mental reſervation. 
In witneſs whereof I have here- 
unto ſet my hand, 
J. IncersoLL.”? 


In Philadelphia, the houſe of aſ- 
ſembly met on the 21ſt of Septem- 
ber, and came to the following re- 
ſolutions : h | 

„The Houſe taking into conſi- 
deration, that an act of parliament 
has lately paſſed in England, for 
impoſing certaim ſtamp duties, and 
other duties on his Majeſty's ſubjects 
in America, whereby they conceive 
ſome of their moſt eflential and va- 
luable,rights, as Britiſh ſubjects, to 
be deeply affected, think it a duty 
they owe to themſelves, and their 
poſterity, to come to the following 
reſolutions, viz. ö 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That the 
aſſemblies of this province have, 
from time to time, whenever requi- 
ſitions have been made by his Ma- 
jeſty, for carrying on military ope- 
rations for the defence of America, 
moit chearfully and Jiberally con- 
tribated their tull proportion of men 
and money for thoſe ſervices. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That when- 
ever his Majeſty's ſervice ſhall, for 
the future, require the aids of the 
inhabitants of this province, and 
they ſhall be called upon for that 
purpoſe, in a CONSTITUTIONAL 
WAY, it will be their indiſpenſable 

| duty 


Ne 0 


duty moſt chearfully and liberally to 
grant to his Majeſty their proportion 
of men and money, for the defence, 
ſecurity, and other public ſervices 
of the Britiſh American colonies.. 

Reſolved, N, C. D. That the 
inhabitants of this province are in- 
titled to all the rights and privileges 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects in Great 
Britain, or elſewhere; and that the 
conſtitution of government in this 
province 1s founded on the natural 
rights of mankind, and the noble 
principles of Engliſh liberty, and 
therefore is, or ought to be, per- 
fectly free. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That it is 
the inherent birth-right, and indu- 
bitable privilege of every Britiſh ſub- 
ject, to be taxed only by his own 
conſent, or that of his legal repre- 
ſentotives, in conjunction with his 
Majeſty, or his ſubſtitutes. 

| Reſolved, N. C. D. That the 
only legal repreſentatives of the in- 
habitants of this vince, are the 
perſons they annually elect to ſerve 
as members of aſlembly. _ 

Reſolved therefote, N. C. D. 
That the taxation of the people of 
this province, by any other perſons 
whatſoever than ſuch their repieſen- 
tatives in afſembly, is UnconsT1- 
TUTIONAL, and tubverhve of their 
moſt valuable rights. 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That the 
laying taxes upon the inhabitants of 
this province in any other mauner, 
being manifeſtly ſubverſive of public 
liberty, muſt, of neceſſary conſe- 
quence, be utterly deſtructive of 
public happineſs. | 

Reſolved, N. C. D. That the 
veſting an authority in the courts of 
admiralty to decide in ſuits relating 
to the ſtamp duties, and other mat- 
ters, foreign to their proper juriſdic- 
tion, is highly dangerous do the li- 
verties of his Majeſty's American 
ſubjects, contrary to Magna Charta, 
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the great charter and fountain of 


Engliſh liberty, and deſtructive of 
one of their molt darling and acknow- 
ledged rights, that of TRIALS BY 
JURIES, | 

Reſolved, N C. D. That it is 
the opinion of this houſe, that the 
reſtraints impoſed by ſeveral acts of 
parliament on the trade of this pro- 
vince, at a time when the people 
labour under an enormous load of 
debt, mult of neceſſity be attended 


with the moſt fatal conſequences,, 


not only to this province, but to 
the trade of our mother country. 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That this 
houſe think it their duty thus firmly 
to aſſert, with modeſty and decency, 
their inherent rights, that their poſ- 


terity may learn and know, that it 


was not with their conſent and ac- 
quieſcence, that any taxes ſhould be 
levied on them by any perſons but 


their own repreſentatives ; and are 
defirous that theſe their reſolves. 


ſhould remain on their minutes, as 


a teſtimony of the zeal and ardent 


deſire of the preſent houſe of aſſem- 


bly to preſerve their 7ne/ftimable 


rights, which, as Engliſhmen, they 


have poſſeſſed ever ſince this province 
was ſettled, and to tranſmit them to 


their lateſt poſterity.” 


'The ſame day, the following ad- 


dreſs was pꝛeſented to the Governor 
of Maryland: 


To his Excellency Hox AT IO SHARE, 


Ey; Governor and Commander in 


Chief in and over the province of 


Maryland. 3 


The humble Addreſs of the Houſe 
of Delegates. | 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


« We, his majeſty's moſt dutiful 
and loyal ſubjects, the delegates of 


the freemen of the province of Ma- 
ryland, in aſſembly convened, return 


your excellency our thanks for your 


ipcech at the opening of this ſeſſion ; . 


and 
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are informed have lately 
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and beg leave to aſſure you, that 
the opportunity your excellency has 
now afforded us, of promoting the 
true intereſt of our country, is ex- 
tremely agreeable to us. | 
As we have thought it our indiſ- 


penſible duty to our conſtituents, at 


this time to appoint a committee of 
ſome of our members, to join com- 
mittees from the houſe of repreſenta- 
tives of the other colonies on the 
continent, who are to meet at the 
city of New York, on the firit 
Tueſday in October next, in order to 
to join in a general and united duti- 


ful, loyal and humble repreſentation 


to his majeſty, and the Britiſh par- 
hament, of the circumſtances and 
condition of the Britiſh colonies and 
Plantations, and to implore relief 
againſt ſome acts of parliaments, we 
paſſed in 
England, whereby it is apprehended 


the liberty of the colonies will be 


greatly abridged, which, with the 
matters neceſſarily relative to, and 
dependant upon it, (wherein we 
have met with ſome very unexpected 
delays) has ſo wholly engroſſed our 
attention, that we have not yet even 
ſettled any of our ordinary rules for 
proceeding, we cannot doubt but 
we ſhall ſtand excuſed for being thus 
late in anſwering your excellency's 
ſpeech ; and having now very nearly 
completed that affair, and as the 
next month will be chiefly taken 
up in adjourned country courts, by 
which means ſeveral of our mem- 
bers muſt be taken from the buſineſs 


of the houſe, or great numbers ſuffer 
much by their ſuits continuing open 


at this time, we hope your excel- 
lency will, as ſoon as the preſent 


important buſineſs is finiſhed, give 
us a ſhort receſs of a few * oy 
that thoſe inconveniences may be 
removed, when we ſhall be very 
glad to have an 9 of pro- 
cecding to the diſpatch of the inte- 


* 


Gazette, next week, the following 


þ 


reſting matters your excellency has 
been pleaſed to recommend to us, 
and.to concur with the other branches 
of the legiilature, in every meaſure 
tending to produce the general wel- 
fare of our country, which we are 
much pleaſed to be aſſured by your 
excellency, you alſo conſider as your 
own.“ 

RongRT Lrorp, Speaker. 
Sept. 21, 1765. 


\ 


To which he returned the following 


Anſwer, on Sept. 28: \ 
Gentlemen of the Lower Houſe of 
Aſembiy. 


As I perceive by your addreſs, 
which hath been juſt preſented to me, 
that you are deſirous to have a ſhort 
receſs of a few weeks, I ſhall comply 
with your requeſt ; but it being pro- 
bable that the ſtamped paper deſ- 
tined for this province, in conſe- 
quence of the act of parliament that 
was made laſt ſeſſion, by the legiſ- 
lature of Great Britain, will arrive 
here before I ſhall have an oppor- 
tunity of adviſing with you again, 
and that the maſter of the veſſel who 
may give charge thereof, will defire 
me to give orders for its being landed, 
and lodged in a place of ſecurity, 
eſpecially as the perſon appointed to 
diſtribute the ſtamps here, has, I un- 
derftand, left the province, 1 ſhould 
be glad to know how you would ad- 
viſe me to act on ſuch an occaſion. 

Sept. 28. HoRATIO SHARPE.” 


And the houſe then came to the fol- 
lowing reſoluitons, which they or- 
dered to be printed: 


By the Lower Houſe of Aſſembly. 
Sept. 28, 1765. 
Ordered, That Mr. Jonas Green, 
printer, do publiſh in the Maryland 


reſolves of this houſs: 
Signed per order, 
M. MacnzMara, Cl. Lo. Ho. 
| I. Re- 
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I. Reſolved unanimouſly, That 
the firſt adventurers and ſettlers of 
this province of Maryland brought 
with them, and tranſmitted to their 
poſterity, and all other his Majeſty's 
ſubjeQs ſince inhabiting in this pro- 
vince, all the liberties, privileges, 
franchiſes, and immunities, that at 
any tune have been held, enjoyed 
and poſſeſſed, by the people of Great 
Britain, 

II. Reſolved unanimouſly, That 
it was granted by Magna Charta, 
and other the good laws and ſtatutes 
of England, and confirmed by the 
4 and Bili of Rights, that the 

ubject ſhould not be compelled to 
contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, 
or other like charge, not ſet by 
common conſent of parliament. 

III. Reſolved unanimouſly, That 
by a royal charter, granted by his 
majeſty king Charles I. in the eighth 
year of his reign, and in the year of 
our Lord 1632, to Cæcilius, then 
lord Baltimore, it was for the en- 
ae e of people to tranſport 
themſelves and families into this 
province, amongſt other things co- 
venanted and granted by his ſaid 
majeſty, for himſelf, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, as followeth: 

Here is recited ſuch parts of their 
charter as may be ſeen in the 1oth 
and 2oth clauſes of the Maryland 
charter.] After which they proceed- 
ed thus: 

IV. Reſolved that it is the una- 
nimous opinion of this houſe, That 
the ſaid charter is declaratory of the 
conſtitutional rights and privileges of 
the freemen of this province. 

V. Reſolved unanimouſly, That 
trials by juries is the grand bulwark 
of liberty, the undoubted birthright 
of every Engliſhman, and conſe- 
quently of every Britiſh ſubje& in 
America: And that the erecting 
other juriſdictions for the trial of 
matters of fact, is unconſtitutional, 


and renders the ſubje&t inſecure in 
his liberty and property. 

VI. Reſolved, That it is the una- 
nimous opinion of this houſe, That 
it cannot with any truth or propriety 
be ſaid, That the freemen of this 
province of Maryland are repreſent- 


ed in the Britiſh parliament. | 
VII. Reſolved unanimouſly, That 
his majeſty's liege people of this 


ancient province, have always en- 
joyed the right of being governed 
by laws, to which they themſelves 
have conſented in the article of 
taxes, and internal policy; and 
that the ſame hath never been for- 
feited, or any other way yielded 
up; but hath been conſtantly recog- 
nized by the king and people of 


| Great Britain. 


VIII. Reſolved, That it is the 
unanimous opinion of this houſe, 
that the repreſentatives of the free- 
men of this province, in their le- 
giſlative capacity, together with the 
other part of the legiſlature, hath 


the ſole right to lay taxes and im po- 


ſitions on the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince, or their property and effects: 
And that the laying, impoſing, levy- 
ing or collecting, any tax on or from 
the inhabitants of Maryland, under 
colour of any other authority, is un- 


conſtitutional, and a direct violation 


of the rights of the freemen of this 
province. 


On the 5th of October the ſtamps 
arrived at Philadelphia, the ſhip 
which brought them having laid 
ſome time at Newcaltle upon Dela- 
ware, under protection of a man of 
war. When the ſhips firſt appeared 
round Glouceſter-point, all the veſ- 
ſels in the harbour hoiſted their co- 
lours half-ſtaff high, the bells were 
muffled, and continued to toll till 
evening, and every countenance 
added to the appearance of ſincere 
mourning. At four in the afternoon, 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral thouſands of citizens met at 
the State-houſe to conſult on proper 
meaſures to prevent the execution of 
the ſtamp-at. It was agreed to 
fend a deputation of ſeven perſons 
to Mr. Hughes, the ſtamp-maſter 
for that province, (who was then 
fick in bed) to requeſt he would re- 
fign his office. He readily declared, 
that no act of his ſhould aſſiſt the 
carrying of that law into execution, 
till it was generally complied with 
in the other colonies, but refuſed to 
fign any reſignation. When this 
report was made by the deputies to 
the State-houſe, the citizens were 
enraged to that degree, that it is 
hard to ſay to what lengths their 
fury would have carried them, had 
not the deputies repreſented Mr. 
Hughes as at the point of death ; 
this moved their compaſhon, and 
they agreed to make their demand 
in writing, and go» Mr. Hughes 
till the Monday following to make 
a reply. And on Monday the de- 
puties read the following anſwer 
aloud to all the multitude aſſembled : 
Philadelphia, Monday morning, 

| Oct. 7, 1765. 

«© Whereas about ſix o'clock, on 
Saturday evening laſt, a paper was 
ſent to me, expreſſing, that a 
reat number of the citizens of Phi- 
adelphia, aſſembled at the State- 
houſe, to demand of Mr. John 
Hughes, diſtributor of ſtamps for 
Penſylvania, that he will give them 
aſſurance, under his hand, that he 
will not execute that office ; and ex- 
pe that he will give them a fair, 
candid, and direct anſwer, by Mon- 
day next, at ten o'clock, when he 
will be waited on for that purpoſe. 
Saturday, October 5, 1765.” 

« [do therefore return for anſwer 
to thoſe gentlemen, and all their aſ- 
ſociates, that I have not hitherto 
taken any wat tending to put the 
late act of parliament into execution 
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in this province ; and that I will not, 
either by myſelf or my depaties, 
do any act or thing that ſhall have 
the leaſt tendency to put the ſaid act 
into execution in this province, un- 
til the ſaid act ſhall be put into exe- 
cution generally in the neighbour- 
ing colonies, and this I am deter- 
mined to abide by. ; 
« And whereas my commiſhon 
includes the three counties of New- 
Caltle, Kent, and Suſſex, upon De- 
laware, I do, therefore, hereby 
voluntarily inform the good people 
of thoſe counties, that no act of 
mine ſhall, either directly or indi- 
realy, involve them in any diffi- 
culties with refpect to the ſaid ſtamp 
act, before the ſame ſhall take place 
generally in the neighbouring colo- 


nies, 


Joun Hucnts.” 


It is neceſſary ſometimes, in this 
narration, to negle& a ſt rict obſer- 
vance of the order of time, that each 
ſeparate account may have a proper 
continuation :—to return them a lit- 
tle back; on the 2oth of September, 
all the lawyers of the ſupreme court, 
held at Perth Amboy, aſſembled, 
and the Chief Juſtice having pro- 
poſed the following queries, they 
agreed and came to theſe ſeveral re- 
ſolutions: Furſt, Whether, if the 
ſtamps ſhould arrive, and be placed 
at the city of Burlington, by or after 
the firſt of November, they would, 
as practitioners, agree to purchaſe 
them, for the neceſſary proceedings 
in the law 

Reſolved by the whole body, 
N. C. D. they would not, butrather 
ſuffer their private intereſt to give 
way to the public opinion, proteſting 
at the ſame time againſt all riotous , 
and indecent behaviour, which they 
will diſcountenance by every means 
in their power, to preſerve order, 
and by an abſolute refuſal to make 


uſe 
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ſetting forth their grievances, they 


uſe of the ſtamps, and other quiet 
methods; endeavour to obtain a re- 
peal of the law. | 

Second, Whether it was their opt - 
nion, that ſhould the act take place, 
the duties could poſſibly be paid in 
gold and ſilver. 

Anſwered by the whole body, It 
could not be paid in gold and ſilver 
even for one year. 

Third. Their opinion was de- 
ſired, Whether, as the act required 
the Governor and Chief Juſtice to 
ſuperintend the diſtributor, he ſhould 
be obliged to take charge of the diſtri- 
bution of the ſtamps, by order and 
apþointrgent of the Governor, if he 
ſhould think proper to fix upon him 
for that office? 

Anſwered and adviſed, not to take 
it upon him, the Governor not being 
impowered by the act to appoint ; or 
if he was, it was left to the Chief 
Juſtice's option, and that it would be 
incompatible with his office as Chief 
Juſtice, 

The lawyers alſo of New Jerſey 
met, and reſolved to loſe all their 
buſineſs, rather than make uſe of any 
ſtamps. 


When the Commiſſioners from Boſ- 
ton came to the Congreſs at New- 
Vork, they waited on Lieutenant- 


Governor Colden, who received them 


very coldly; and told them, that 
„ ſuch a Congreſs was unconſtitu- 
tional, unprecedented, and unlawful, 
and that he ſhould give them no 
countenance.“ s X 

On the 21 of October, the free- 
holders and other inhabitants of the 
town of Plymouth had a meeting, 
and unanimouſly agreed on inſtruc- 
tions to Thomas Forſter, Eſq. their 
repreſentative in the General Aſſem- 
bly of Maffachuſet's Bay. In which, 
after expreſſing the higheſt eſteem for 
the Britiſh conſtitution, ſhewing how 
far the people of America have exert- 
ed themſelves in ſupport thereof, and 


proceed as follows : 

* You, Sir, repreſent a people 
who are not only deſcended from the 
firſt ſettlers of this country, but in- 
habit the very ſpot they firſt poſſeſſed. 
Here was firſt laid the foundation of 
the Britiſh empire in this part of 
America, which from a very ſmall 
beginning, has increaſed and ſpread 
in a manner very ſurpriſing, and al- 
moſt incredible; eſpecially when we 
conſider that all this has been effected 
without the aid or aſſiſtance of any 
power on earth, that we have defend- 
ed, protected, and ſecured ourſelves 
againſt the invaſions and cruelty of 
ſavages, and the ſubtilty and inhu- 
manity of our inveterate and natural 
enemies the French; and all this 
without the appropriation of any tax 
by ſtamps, or ſtamp acts laid upon 
our fellow ſubjects in any part of the 
king's dominions, for defraying the 
expences thereof. This place, Sir, 
was at firſt the aſylum of liberty, and 
we hope will ever be preſerved ſacred 
to it; though it was then no more 
than a forlorn wilderneſs, inhabited 


only by ſavage men and beaſts. To 
this place our fathers (whoſe me- 


mories be revered) poſſeſſed of the 
principles of liberty in their purity, 
diſdaining ſlavery, fled to enjoy thoſe 


privileges which they had an un- 
doubted right to, but were deprived * 


of by the hands of violence and op- 
preſſion in their native country. We, 


Sir, their poſterity, the freeholders 
and other inhabitants of this town, 


legally aſſembly for that purpoſe, poſ- 
ſeſſed of the ſame ſentiments, and re- 


taining the ſame ardour for liberty, 


think it our indiſpenſable duty, on 
this occaſion, to expreſs to you theſe 
our ſentiments of the ſtamp act, and 
its fatal con ſequences to this country, 
and to enjoin upon you, as you regard 
not only the welfare, but the very be- 
ing of this people, that you (conſiſtent 
with our allegiance to the king, and re- 

E | lation 
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lation to the government of Great- 


Britain) diſregarding all propoſals 
for that purpoſe, exert all your power 
and influence in relation to the ſtam 
act, at leaſt until we hear the ſucceſs 
of our petitions for relief. We like- 
wiſe, to avoid diſgracing the memo- 
ries of our anceſtors, as well as the 
reproaches of our own conſciences, 
and the curſes of poſterity, recom - 
mended it to you to obtain, if poſſi- 
ble, in the honourable houſe of re- 
pre ſentatives of this province, a full 
and explicit aſſertion of our rights, 
and to have the ſame entered on their 
public records, that all generations 
yet to come, may be convinced, that 
we have not only a juſt ſenſe of our 
rights and liberties, but that we ne- 
ver (with ſubmiſſion to divine provi- 
dence) will be ſlaves to any power on 
earth; and as we have at all times an 
abhorrence of tumults and diſorders, 
we think ourſelves happy in being at 
preſent under no apprehenſions of 
any, and in having good and whole- 
ſome laws ſufficient to preſerve the 
peace of the province in all future 
times, unleſs provoked by ſome im- 
prudent meaſure : ſo we think it by 
no means adviſeable for you to intereſt 
yourſelf in the protection of ſtamp 
papers, or ſtamp officers. 

«« The only thing we have further 
to recommend to you at this time, 1s 
to obſerve on all occaſions a ſuitable 
frugality and ceconomy in the public 
expences ; and that you conſent to no 
- unneceſſary or unuſual grant at this 
time of diſtreſs, when the people are 
groaning under the burthen of heavy 
taxes: and that you ufe your endea- 
vours to enquire into, and bear teſti- 
mony againſt, any paſt, and to pre- 
vent any future unconſtitutional 
draughts on the public treaſury,” 


Authentic Account of the Proceedings of 
the Congreſs * held at New-York in 


1765, on the Subject of the Stamp 
Att. 7 
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Bofton, Tune 1 765, 
Sir, 


The houſe of repreſentatives of this 
province, in the preſent ſeſſion of the 
general court, have unanimouſly 
agreed to propoſe a meeting, as ſoon 
as may be, of committees, from the 
houſes of repreſentatives or burgeſles 
of the ſeveral Britiſh" colonies on this 
continent, to conſult together on the 
preſent circumſtances of the colonies, 
and the difficulties to which they are, 
and muſt be reduced, by the opera- 
tion of the acts of parliament for levy- 
ing duties and taxes on the colonies ; 
and to conſider of a general, and 
united, dutiful, loyal and humble 
repreſentation of their condition, to 
his Majeſty and the Parliament, and 
to implore relief, 'The houſe of re- 
preſentatives of this province have 
alſo voted to propoſe, 'That ſuch 
meeting be at the city of New-York, 


in the province of New-York, on the 


firſt Tueſday in October next; and 
have appointed a committee of three 
of their members to attend that ſer- 
vice, with ſuch as the other houſes of 
repreſentatives, or burgeſſes, in the 
ſeveral colonies, may think fit to ap- 
point to meet them. And the com- 
mittee of the houſe of repreſentatives 
of this province, are directed to re- 
pair to ſaid New-Vork, on ſaid firſt 
Tueſday in October next, accord- 


ingly. 


If, therefore, your honourable 
houſe ſhould agree to this propoſal, 
it would be acceptable, that as early 
notice of it as poſlible, might be tranſ- 
mitted to the ſpeaker of the houſe of 
repreſentatives of this province. 

SAMUEL WhriTE, Speaker. 

In conſequence of the foregoing 
circular letter, the following gentle- 
men met at New-York, in the pro- 
vince of New-York, on Monday the 
ſeventh day of October, 1765, viz, 


From 


This was the firſt Congreſs of the American Continent, 


From the province of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts-bay, | 

James Otis, 

Oliver Patridge, Eſquires. 

Timothy Ruggles, 

From the colony of Rhode-Iſland, 
and Providence plantations, 

Metcalf Bowler, 
Henry Ward, 
From the colony of Connecticut, 
Eliphalet Dyer, 
David Rowland, 
Wm. Samuel Johnſon, 

From the colony of New-York, 
Robert R. Livingſton, ] 

John Cruger, 

Philip Livingſton, > Eſquires. 
William Byard, 
Leonard Liſpenard, j 
From the colony of New- Jerſey, 

Robert Ogden, 

Hendrick Fiſher, 

Joſeph Borden, 
From the province of Pennſylvania, 


John Dickenſen, 
Eſquires. 


John Morton, 
George Bryan, 

From the government of the coun- 
ties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, 
on Delaware, 

Cæſar Rodney, 
Thomas M' Kean, 

From the province of Maryland, 
William Murdock, 


Eſquires. 


Eſquires. 


| Eſquires. 


Edward Tilghman, Eſquires. 


Thomas Ringgold, 


From the province of South- Caro- 


lina, 3 
Thomas Lynch, 
Chriſtoph, Gadſden, 
John Rutledge, 

Then the ſaid committees proceed- 
ed to chuſe a chajrman by ballot, and 
Timothy Ruggles, Eſq. on ſorting 
and counting the votes, appeared to 
have a majority, and thereupon was 
placed in the chair, 

Saturday, Oct. 19, 1765, A. M. 

The Congreſs met according to 
adjournment, and reſumed, &c. as 
3 And, upon mature deli- 

eration, agreed to the following de- 


Eſquires. 


Jane | 
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clarations of the rights and grievances 
of the coloniſts in America, which 
were ordered to be inſerted. _, 2 
The members of this Congreſs, 
ſincerely devoted, with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of affection and duty to his 
Majeſty's perſon and government, 
inviolably attached to the preſent 
happy eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant 


ſucceſſion, and with minds deeply 


impreſſed by a ſenſe of the preſent 
and impending misfortunes of the 
Britiſh colonies on this continent; 
having conſidered as maturely as time 


will permit, the circumſtances of the 


ſaid colonies, eſteem it our indiſpen- 
ſible duty to make the following de- 
clarations of our humble opinion, re- 
ſpecting the moſt eſſential rights and 
liberties of the coloniſts, and of the 
grievances under which they labour, 
by reaſon of ſeveral late acts of parlia- 
ment. | 

I. That his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
theſe colonies, owe the ſame allegi- 
ance to the crown of Great Britain, 
that is owing from his ſubjects born 
within the realm, and all due ſubor- 
dination to that auguſt body the par- 
liament of Great-Britain. 

II. That his Majeſty's liege ſub- 
jets in theſe colonies, are entitled to 
all the inherent rights and liberties 
of his natural born ſubjects, within 
the kingdom of Great-Britain. 

III. That it is inſeparably eſſential 
to the freedom of a people, and the 
undoubted right of Engliſhmen, chat 
no taxes be impoſed on them but with 
their own conſent, given perſonally, 
or by their repreſentatives. 

IV. That the people of theſe colo- 


nies are not, and, from their local 


circumſtances, cannot be, repr:{enied 
in the Houſe of Commons in G 
Britain. | 

V. That the only repreie:t:tive 
of the people of thete coloncs 415 
perſons choſen therein b 
and that no taxes ever have ben, 
can be conſftitutio:3/{y i W 0) 
them, but by their re:Pt Cee egit 1 
tures. Ez VI. 
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VI. That all ſupplies to the crown 
being free gifts of the people, it is 
unreaſonable and inconſiſtent with the 
principles and fpirit of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, for the people of Great- 
Britain to grant to his Majeſty the 
property of the coloniſts. 

VII. That trial by jury, is the in- 
herent and invaluable right of every 
Britiſh ſubject in theſe colonies. 

VIII. That the late act of parlia- 
ment, entitled, An act for granting 
and applying certain flamp duties, and 
other duties, in the Britiſh colonies and 
plantations in America, c. by im- 
poſing taxes on the inhabitants of 
theſe colonies, and the ſaid act, and 
ſeveral other a&s, by extending the 
juriſdiction of the courts of admiralty 
beyond its ancient limits, have a ma- 
nifeſt tendency to ſubvert the rights 
and liberties of the coloniſts. | 

IX. That the duties impoſed by 
ſeveral late acts of parliament, from 
the peculiar circumſtances of theſe 
colonies, wall be extremely burthen- 
jome and grievous; and from the 
ſcarcity of ſpecie, the payment of 
them abſolutely impracticable. 

X. That as the profits of the trade 


of theſe colonies ultimately center in. 


Great-Britain, to pay for the manu- 


factures which they are obliged to take 


from thence, they eventually contri- 
bute very largely to all ſupplies grant- 
ed there to the crown. 

XI. That the reſtrictions impoſed 
by ſeveral late acts of parliament on 
the trade of theſe colonies, will ren- 


der them unable to purchaſe the ma- 


nufactures of Great-Britain. 

XII. That the increaſe, proſperity 
and happineſs of theſe colonies, de- 
pend on the full and free enjoyments 
of their rights and liberties, and an 
Intercourſe with Great-Britain mutu- 
ally affectionate and advantageous, 

XIII. That it is the right of the 
Britiſh ſubjects in theſe colonies to pe- 
tition the king, or either houſe of 
parliament. 


Laſtly, That it is the indiſpenſible 
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duty of theſe colonies, to the beſt of 
ſovereigns, to' the mother country, 
and to themſelves, to endeavour by a 
loyal and dutiful addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, and humble applications to both 


houſes of parliament, to procure the 


repeal of the act for granting and 
applying certain ſtamp duties, of all 
clauſes of any other acts of parlia- 
ment, whereby the juriſdiftion of the 
admiralty is extended as aforeſaid, 
and of the other late acts for the re- 
ſtriction of American commerce. 

Upon motion, voted, That Robert 
R. Livingſton, William Samuel John- 
ſon, and William Murdock, Eſqrs. 
be a committee to prepare an addreſs 
to his Majeſty, and lay the ſame be- 
fore the congreſs on Monday next. 

Voted alto, That John N 
Edward Tilghman, and Philip Li- 
vingſton, Eſquires, be a committee 
to prepare a memorial and petition to 
the lords in parliament, and lay the 
ſame before the congreſs on Monday 
next. 

Voted alſo, That Thomas Lynch, 
James Otis, and Thomas M' Kean, 
Eſquires, be a committee to prepare 
a petition to the houſe of commons of 
Great-Britain, and lay the ſame be- 
fore the congreſs on Monday next. 

Then the congreſs adjourned to 
Monday next at twelve o' clock. 

Monday, Oct. 21, 1765, A. M. 

The congreſs met according to 
adjournment. 

The committee appointed to pre- 

are and bring in an addreſs to his 
Majeſty, did report, that they had 
eſſayed a draught, for that purpoſe, 
which they laid on the table, and 
humbly ſubmitted to the correction 
of the congreſs. 

The ſaid addreſs was read, and 
after ſundry amendments, the ſame 
was approved of by the congreſs, and 
ordered to be ingroſſed. FE 

The committee appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a memorial and 
petition to the lords in parliament, 
did report, That they had eſſayed a 

dr aught 
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draught for that purpoſe, which they 
laid on the table, and humbly ſub- 


mitted to the correction of the con- 


greſs. | 

The ſaid addreſs was read, and 
after ſundry amendments, the ſame 
was approved of by the congrefs, and 
ordered to be ingroſſed. 

The committee appointed to pre- 

are and bring in a petition to the 
f ouſe of commons of Great-Britain, 
did report, That they had eſſayed a 
draught for that purpoſe, which they 
laid on the table, and humbly ſub- 
mitted to the correction of the con- 
greſs. | | 
aſter ſundry amendments, the ſame 
was approved of by the congreſs, and 
ordered to be ingroſſed. | 

The congre ſs adjourn to to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock. 

Tueſday, OF. 22, 1765, A.M, 

'The congreſs met according to ad- 


journment. 6 


The addreſs to his Majeſty being 
ingroſſed, was read and compared, 
and is as follows, viz. 

To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. 

The Petition of the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the Maſfachuſets- 
bay, Rhode-Ifland, and Providence 
eee 

ew-Jerſey, Pennſylvania; the go- 
vernment of the counties of Newcœaſtle, 
Kent, and Suffex, upon Delaware, 
province of Maryland, | 

Moft humbly ſhewweth, 

That the inhabitants of theſe colo- 
nies, unanimouſly devoted with the 
warmeſt ſentiments of duty and affec- 
tion to your Majeſty's ſacred perſon 
and government, inviolably attached 
to the. preſent happy eſtabliſhment of 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion in your illuſ- 
trious houſe, and deeply ſenſible of 
your royal attention to their proſpe- 
rity and happineſs, humbly beg leave 
to approach the throne, by repreſent- 
ing to your Majeſty, that theſe colo- 
nies were originally planted by ſub- 
jects of the Britiſh crown, who, ani- 


vernments were earl 


The ſaid addreſs was read, and 


* 
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mated with the ſpirit of liberty, en- 
_— by your Majeſty's royal pre- 
deceſſors, and confiding in the pub. 
lic faith, for the enjoyment of all the 

rights and liberties eſſential to free- 
dom, emigrated from their native 
country to this continent, and by 
their ſucceſsful perſeverance in the 


midſt of innumerable dangers and 


difticulties, together with a profuſion 
of their blood and treaſure, have ha 
pily added theſe vaſt and valuable 
dominions to the empire of Great- 
Britain. That for the enjoyment of 
theſe rights and liberties, ſeveral go- 
formed in the 
ſaid colonies, with full power of le- 
giſlation, agreeable to the principles 
of the Engliſh conſtitution. 

That under thoſe governments, 
theſe liberties, thus veſted in their 
anceſtors, and tranſmitted to their 
poſterity, have been exerciſed and 


enjoyed, and by the ineſtimable ble{- 


ſings thereof (under the favour of Al- 
mighty God) the inhoſpitab'e deſarts 
of America have been converted into 
flouriſhing countries; ſcience, huma- 
nity, and the . knowledge of divine 
truths, diffuſed through remote re- 
gions of ignorance, infidelity, and 
barbariſm; the number of Britiſh 
ſubje&ts wonderfully increaſed, and 
the wealth and power of Great-Bri- 
tain proportionably augmented. 

That by means of theſe ſettlements, 
and the unparallelled ſucceſs of your 
Majeſty's arms, a foundation is now 
laid for rendering the Britiſh empire 
the moſt extenfive and powerful of 
any recorded in hiſtory, Our con- 
nection with this empire, we eſteem 
our greateſt happineis and ſecurity, 
and humbly conceive it may now be 
ſo eſtabliſhed by your royal wiſdom, 
as to endure to the lateſt period of 
time; this, with moſt humble ſub- 
miſſion to your Majeſty, we appre- 
hend will be moſt effectually accom- 
pliſhed, by fixing the pillars thereof 


on liberty and juſtice, and ſecuring 
the inherent rights and liberties of 
your 
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r ſubjects here, upon the princi- 
Lay of the Engliſh 7 wh To 
this conſtitution theſe two principles 
are efſential, the right of your faith- 
ful ſubjects, freely to grant to your 
Majeſty, ſuch aids as are required for 
the ſupport of your government over 
them, and other public exigencies, 
and trials by their peers : by the one 
they are ſecured from unreaſonable 
impoſitions; and by the other from 
arbitrary deciſions of the executive 
power. 

The continuation of theſe liberties 
to the inhabitants of America we ar- 
dently implore, as abſolutely neceſſary 
to unite the ſeveral parts of your wide 
extended dominions, in that harmony 
ſo eſſential to the preſervation and 
happineſs of the whole. Protected in 
theſe liberties, the emoluments Great 
Britain receives from us, however 
great at preſent, are inconſiderable, 
compared with thoſe ſhe has the faireſt 
proipect of acquiring, By this pro- 
tectiom mne will for ever ſecure to her- 
ſe! tie advantage of conveying to all 
Europe, the merchandiſes which 
America furniſhes, and of ſupplying 
through the ſame channel whatever 
1s wanted from thence. Here opens 
a boundleſs ſource of wealth and na- 
val ftrength ; yet theſe immenſe ad- 


vantages, by the abridgement of thoſe 


invaluable rights and liberties, by 
which our growth has been nouriſhed, 
are in danger of being for ever loſt ; 
and our ſubordinate legiſlatures, in 
effect, rendered uſeleſs, by the late 
acts of parliament impoſing duties 
and taxes on theſe colonies, and ex- 
tending the juriſdiction of the courts 
of admiralty here, beyond its ancient 
limits: ſtatutes by which your Ma- 
jeſty's commons in Britain undertake 
abſolutely to diſpoſe of the property 
of their fellow tubjects in America, 
without their conſent, and for the en- 
forcing whereof, they are ſubjected 
to the determination of a fingle judge 
in a court unreſlrained by the wiſe 
rules of the common law, the birth- 


o 
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right of Engliſhmen, and the fafe- 
guard of their perſons and properties. 

The invaluable rights of as | 
ourſelves, and trial by our ers 0 
which we implore your Majeſty's 
protection, are not, we molt humbly 
conceive unconſtitutional ; but con- 
firmed by the great Charter of Engliſh , 
liberty. On the firſt of theſe rights 
the honourable the houſe of commons 
found their practice of originating 
money bills, a right enjoyed by the 
kingdom of Ireland, by the clergy of 
England, until relinquiſhed by them- 
ſelves, a right, in fine, which all b 
other your Majeſty's Engliſh ſubjects, 
both within and without the realm, 
have hitherto enjoyed. 22 

Wich hearts, therefore, impreſſed 
with the moſt indelible characters of 
gratitude to your Majeſty, and to the 
memory of the kings of your illuſtri- 
ous houſe, whoſe reigns have been 
ſignally diſtinguiſhed by their auſpi- 
cious influence on the proſperity of 
the Britiſh dominions, and convinced 
by the moſt affecting proofs of your 
Majeſty's paternal love to all your 
people, however diſtant, and your 
unceaſing and benevolent deſires to 
promote their happineis, we mot . 
humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that 
you will be graciouſly pleaſed to take 
into your royal conſideration the diſ- 
treſſes of your faithful ſubjects on this 
continent, and to lay the ſame before 
your Majeſty's parliament, and to 
afford them ſuch relief, as in your 
royal wiſdom their unhappy circum- 
ſtances ſhall be judged to require. 

Aud your petitioucrs as in duty bound. 
will pray. 

The memorial to the lords in par- 
liament was read and compared, and 
is as follows, viz. | 
To the right honourable the Lords ſpi- 

ritual and temporal of Great-Britain, 

in parliament aſſembled. 

The Memorial of the freeholders 
and others inhabitants of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts-bay, Rhode-Iſland, and Pro- 
vidence plantations, ' 


5 » 
New- 
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New - jerſey, Pennſylvania, the go- 
vernment of the counties of New- 
caſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, upon De- 


laware, province of Maryland. 


Mot humbly ſheweth, 

That his Majeſty's liege ſubjects 
in his American colonies, though they 
acknowledge a due ſubordination to 
that auguſt body the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, are entitled, in the opinion 
of your memorialiſts, to all the inhe- 
rent rights and liberties of the natives 
of Great-Britain, and have ever ſince 
the ſettlement of the ſaid colonies 
exerciſed thoſe rights and liberties, 
as far as their local circumſtances 
would permit. 

at your memorialiſts humbly 


Conceive one of the moſt eſſential 


rights of theſe colonies, which they 
have ever, till lately, uninterruptedly 
enjoyed, to be trial by jury. 

That your memorialiſts alſo hum- 


| bly conceive another of theſe effental 
rights to be, the exemption from all 
- taxes, but ſuch as are impoſed on the 


people by the ſeveral legiſlatures in 


theſe colonies, which right allo they 


have till of late, freely enjoyed. 

But your memorialiſts humbly beg 
leave to repreſent to your lordſhips, 
that the act for granting certain 
ſtamp- duties in the Britiſh colonies in 
America, &c. fills his Majeſty's 
American ſubjects with the deepeſt 
concern, as it tends to deprive them 
of the two fundamental and invalua- 
ble rights and liberties above-men- 
tioned, and that ſeveral other late 
acts of parliament, which extend the 


juriſdiction and powers of courts of 


admiralty in the plantations, beyond 
their limits in Great-Britain, thereby 
make an unneceſſary and unhappy 
diſtinction as to the modes of trial, 
between us and our fellow ſubjects 


there, by whom we never have been 


excelled in duty and loyalty to our 
Sovereign. 


That from the natural connection 


between Great-Britain and America, 
the perpetual continuance of Which 
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your memorialiſts moſt ardently de- 
ſire, they conceive that nothing can 
conduce more to the intereſt of both, 
than the coloniſts free enjoyment of 
their rights and liberties, and an 
affectionate intercourſe between Great 
Britain and them. But your memo- 
rialiſts (not waving their claim to 
theſe rights, of which with the moſt 
becoming veneration and deference _ 
to the wiſdom and juſtice of your lord- 
ſhips, they apprehend they cannot 
reaſonably be deprived) humbly re- 
preſent, That from the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of theſe colonies, the du- 
ties impoſed by the aforeſaid act, and 
ſeveral other late acts of parliament, 
are extremely grievous and burthen- 
ſome, and the payment of the ſaid 
duties will very ſoon, for want of 
ſpecie, become abſolutely impracti- 
cable; and that the reſtrictions on 
trade, by the ſaid acts, will not only 
ny diſtreſs the colonies, but muſt 
e extremely detrimental to the trade 
and true intereſt of Great-Britain. 
Your memorialiſts, therefore, im- 
preſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the unfor- 


tunate circumſtances of the colonies, 


and the impending deſtructive conſe- 
mea which muſt neceſſarily enſue 
rom the execution of thoſe aQs, ani- 
mated with the warmeſt ſentiments 
of filial affection for their mother- 
country, moſt earneſtly and humbly 
entreat, 'That your lordſhips will be 
pleaſed to hear their counſel in ſup- 
port of this memorial, and take the 
premiſſes into your moſt ſerious con- 
ſideration, and that your lordſhips 
will alſo be thereupon pleaſed to pur- 
ſue ſuch meaſures for reſtoring the 
juſt rights and liberties of the colonies, 
and preſerying them for ever invio- 
late, for redreſſing their preſent, and 
preventing future grievances, thereby 
promoting the united intereſt of Great- 


Britain and America, as to your lord- 


ſhips, in your great wiſdom, ſhall 
ſeem. moſt conducive and effectual to 
that important end. 


* And 
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well ever pray. 

Wedneſday, Of. 23, 1765, A.M. 

'The congreſs met according to ad- 
zournment: Wie 

The petition to the houſe of com- 
mons being ingroſſed, was read and 
compared, and is as follows, viz. 

To the honourable the knights, citizens, 
and burgeſſes of Great-Britain, in 
parliement aſſembled, 

The Petition of his Majeſty's duti- 
ful and loyal ſubjects, the freeholders 
and other inhabitants of the colonies 
of the Maſlachuſetts-bay, Rhode- 
$fand, and Providence plantations, 

8 „ New-Jerley, 

Pennſylvania, the government of the 

counties of Newcaltle, Kent, and 

Saſſex, upon Delaware, Maryland. 

Meſt humbly fhewetb, 
That the ſeveral late acts of par- 


Bament, impoſing divers duties and 


-razzes on the colomes, and lay ing the 
trade and commerce thereof under 
very burthenſome reitrictions, but 
above all the act for granting and 
applying certain ſtamp duties, &c. in 
America, have filled them with the 
deepeſt concern and ſurprize; and 
they humbly conceive the execution 
of them will be attended with conſe- 
Anuences very injurious to the commer- 
cial intereſt of Great-Britain and her 
colonies, and muſt terminate in the 
eventual ruin of the latter. 

Your petitioners thereſore moſt ar- 
dently implore the attention of the 
honourable houſe, to the united and 
dutiful repreſentation of their circum- 
ſtances, and to their earneſt ſuppli- 
cations for relief, from thoſe regula- 
tions which have already involved 


this continent in anxiety, contuſion, 
and diftrets. 


We moſt ſincerely recognize our 


allegiance to the crown, and acknow- 
ledge all due ſubordination to the 
rhament of Great-Britain, and 


ſhall always retain the moſt grateful 


ſenſe of their aſſiſtance and protection. 


It is from and under the Engliſh con- 


Ard your memorialifts as in duty bound 
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ſtitution, we derive all our civil an& + 
religious rights and liberties : we 

lory in being ſubjects of the beſt of 

ings, and having been born under 
the moſt perfect form of government; 
but it is with moſt ineffable and hu- 
miliating ſorrow, that we find our- 
ſelves, of late, deprived of the right 


of 8 our on property for his 


Majeſty's ſervice, to which our lives 
and fortunes are entirely devoted, 
and to which, on his royal requiſi- 
tions, we have ever been ready to 
contribute to the utmoſt of our abili- 

ties. | 
We have alſo the misfortune t6 find, 
that all the penalties and forfeitures 
mentioned in the ſtamp a&, and in 
divers late acts of trade extending to 
the plantations, are, at the election 
of the informer, recoverable in any 
court of admiralty in America. This, 
as the newly erected court of admi- 
ralty has a general juriſdiction over 
all Britiſh America, renders his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in theſe colonies, lia- 
ble to be carried, at an immenſe ex- 
pence, from one end of the continent 

to the other. . 
It gives us alſo great pain to ſee a 
manifeſt diſtinction made therein, be- 
tween the ſubjects of our mother- 
country, and thoſe in the colonies, 
in that the like penalties and forfeit- 
ures recoverable there only in his Ma- 
jeſty's court of record, are made cog- 
nizable here by a court of admiralty : 
by theſe means we ſeem to be, in 
effect, unhappily deprived of two pri- 
vileges eſſential to freedom, and 
which all Engliſhmen have ever con- 
ſidered as their beſt birthrights, that 
of being free from all taxes but ſuch 
as they have conſented to in perſon, 
or by their repreſentatives, and of 
trial by their peers. | 
Your petitioners further ſhew, 
That the remote ſituation, and other 
circumſtances of the colonies, render 
it impracticable that they ſhould be 
repreiented, but in their reſpective 
ſubordinate legiſlature ; and they 
op humbly 
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adhering ſtrictly to the principles of 
the conſtitution, have never hitherto 
taxed any but thoſe who were actually 
therein repreſented ; for this reaſon, 
we _ apprehend, they never 
have taxed Ireland, or any other of 
the ſubjects without the realm. 

But were it ever ſo clear, that the 
colonies 'might in law be reaſonably 
deemed to 2 repreſented in the ho- 


'nourable houſe of commons, yet we 


conceive, that very good reaſons, 
from inconvenience, from the princi- 
ples of true policy, and from the ſpi- 
rit of the Britiſh conſtitution, may be 
adduced to ſhew, that it would be for 
the real intereſt of Great-Britain, as 
well as her colonies, that the late re- 
gulations ſhould be reſcinded, and 
the ſeveral acts of parliament impo- 
ſing duties and taxes on the colonies, 
— extending the juriſdiction of the 
courts of admiralty here, beyond 
their ancient limits, ſhould be re- 
pealed. 8 

We ſhall not attempt a minute de- 
tail of all the reaſons which the wil- 
dom of the honourable houſe may 
ſuggeſt, on this occaſion, but would 
humbly ſubmit the following parti- 
culars to their conſideration. 

That money is already become 
very ſcarce in theſe colonies, and is 
ſtill decreaſing by the neceſſary expor- 
tation of ſpecie from the continent, 
for the diſcharge of our debts to 
Britiſh merchants, 

That an immenſely heavy debt is 
yet due from the colonies for Britiſh 
manufactures, and that they are ſtill 
heavily burthened with taxes to diſ- 
charge the arrearages due for aids 
granted by them in the late war. 

'That the balance of trade will ever 
be much againſt the colonies, and in 
favour of Great-Britain, whilſt we 
conſume her manufaQures, the de- 
mand for which muſt ever increaſe in 
proportion to the number of inhabi- 
tants ſettled here, with the means of 
purchaſing them. We therefore hum- 
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' humbly conceive, that the parliament, 


bly conceive it to be the intereſt of 
Great-Britain, to increaſe, rather 
than diminiſh, thoſe means, as the 


. profits of all the trade of the colonies 


ultimately center there to pay for her 
manufactures, as we are not allowed 
to purchaſe elſewhere; and by the 
conſumption of which, at the ad- 
vanced prices the Britiſh taxes oblige 
the * and venders to ſet on 
them, we eventually contribute very 
largely to the revenue of the crown. 

That from the nature of American 
buſineſs, the multiplicity of ſuits and 
papers uſed in matters of ſmall value, 
in a country where freeholds are ſo 
minutely divided, and property ſo 
frequently transferred, a ſtamp duty 
mult ever be very burthemſome and 
unequal. 

That it is extremely improbable 
that the honourable houſe of commons 
ſhould, at all times, be. thoroughly 
acquainted with our condition, and 
all facts requiſite to a juſt and equal 
taxation of the colonies. 

It is alſo humbly ſubmitted, Whe- 
ther there be not a material diſtinc- 
tſon in reaſon and ſound policy, at 
leaſt, between the neceſſary exerciſe 
of parliamentary juriſdiction in gene- 
ral acts, for the amendment of the 
common law, and the regulation of 
trade and commerce through the 
whole empire, and the exerciſe of 
that jurüZiction, by impoſing taxes 
on the colonies. 

That the ſeveral ſubordinate pro- 
vincial legiſlatures have been moulded 
into forms, as nearly reſembling that 
of their mother- country, as by his 
Majeſty's royal predeceſſors was 
thought convenient; and their legiſ- 
latures ſeem to have been wiſely and 
graciouſly eſtabliſhed, that the ſubjects 
in the colonies might, under the due 
adminiſtration thereof, enjoy the hap- 
py fruits of the Britiſh government, 
which in their preſent circumſtances 
they cannot be fo fully and clearly 
availed of, any other way under theſe 
forms of government we and our 
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anceſtors have been born or ſettled, 
and have had our lives, liberties and 
tor. ping protected. The people 
ere, as every where elſe, retain a 
great fondneſs for their old cuſtoms 
and uſages, and we truſt that his 
Majeſty's ſervice, and the intereſt of 
the nation, ſo far from being ob- 
ſtructed, have been vaſtly promoted 
by the provincial legiſlatures, 

That we eſteem our connectlons 
with, and dependance on Great-Bri- 
tain, as one of our greateſt bleſſings, 
and apprehend the latter will appear 
to be ſufficiently ſecure, when it is 
corfficered, that the inhabitants in 
the colonies have the moſt unbounded 
affection for his Majeſty's perſon, 
family and government, as well as 
for the mother-country, and that 
their ſubordination to the parliament, 


is univerſally acknowledged, 


We, therefore, molt humbly en- 
treat, That the honourable houſe 
would be pleaſed to hear our counſel 
in ſupport of this petition, and take 
our diſtreſſed and deplorable caſe into 
their ſerious conſideration, and that 
the acts and clauſes of acts, fo griev- 
ouſly reſtraining our trade and com- 


merce, impoſing duties and taxes on 
our property, and extending the ju- 


riſdiction of the court of admiralty 


beyond its ancient limits, may be re- 


pealed; or that the honourable houſe 
would otherwiſe relieve your petition- 


ers, as in your great wiſdom and 


goodneſs ſhall ſeem meet. ; 

And your petitioners as in duty bound 
ſpall ever pray. | 

Then the congreſs adjourned till 
to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

T hurjday, October 24, 1765. 

The congreſs met according to ad- 
journment. 

The congreſs took into confidera- 
tion the manner in which their ſeve- 
ral petitions ſhould be preferred and 
ſolicited in Great-Britain, and came 
to the following determination, viz, 

It is recommended by the congreſs, 
to the ſeveral colonies, to appoint 
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ſpecial agents for ſoliciting relief from 
their great grievances, and unite 
their utmoſt intereſt and endeavours 
for that purpoſe. 

Voted unanimouſly, That the clerk 
of this congreſs ſign the minutes of 
their ee e and deliver a copy 
for the uſe of each colony and pro- 
vince. 

By order of the congreſs, 
Joux Corrox, Clerk. 
Savannah in Georgia, Sept. 6, 1765. 
e Or r. 
Sir, 

Vour letter dated in June laſt, ac- 
quainting me, that the houſe of re- 
preſentatives of your province, had 
unanimouſly agreed to propoſe a meet- 
ing at the city of New- Vork, of com- 
mittees, from the houſes of repreſen- 
tatives of the ſeveral Britiſh colonies 
on this continent, on the firſt Tueſ- 
day in October next, to conſult toge- 
ther on the preſeat circumſtances of 
the colonies, and the difficulties to 
which they are; and muſt be reduced, 
by the operation of the acts of parlia- 
ment for laying duties and taxes on 
the colonies, and to conſider of an 
humble repreſentation of their cond1- 
tion to his Majeſty and the parlia- 
ment, and to implore relief, came 
to hand at an unlucky ſeaſon, it be- 
ing in the receſs of the general aſ- 
fembly of this province ; neverthe- 
leſs, immediately upon the receipt of 
your letter, I diſpatched expreſſes to 
the ſeveral repreſentatives of this pro- 
vince, acquainting them with the 
purport thereof, and requeſting them 
to meet at this place without delay, 
and accordingly they met here on 
Monday laſt, to the number of ſix- 
teen, being a large majority of the 
repreſentatives of this province, the 
whole conſiſting of twenty-five per- 
ſons ; but his excellency our governor 
being applied to, did not think it 
expedient to call them together on 


the occaſion, which is the reaſon of 


their not ſending a committee, as 


propoſed by your houſe, for you my 


/ 


P. RIOR DOCUMENT Ss. 36 


be aſſured, Sir, that no repreſentatives 
on this continent can more ſincerely 
concur in the meaſures propoſed, than 
do the repreſentatives of this pro- 
vince now met together, neither can 
any people, as individuals, more 
warmly eſpouſe the common cauſe of 
the colonies, than do the people of 
this province. 

The gentlemen now preſent, re- 
quelt it as a favour, you'll be pleaſed 
to ſend me a copy of ſuch repre- 
ſentation as may be agreed upon by 
the ſeveral committees at New-York, 
and to acquaint me how, andin what 
manner, the ſame 1s to be lain before 
the king and parliament, whether by 
any perſon particularly authoriſed for 
that purpoſe, or by the colony agents. 
The general aſſembly of this province 
ſtands prorogued to the 22d day of 
October next, which is the time it 
generally meets for the diſpatch of 
the ordinary buſineſs of the province; 
and I doubt not the repreſentatives of 
this province will then, in their legiſ- 
lative capacity, take under conſide- 
ration the grievances ſo juftly com- 
plained of, and tranſmit their ſenſe 
of the ſame to Great-Britain, in ſuch 
way as may ſeem belt calculated to 
obtain redreſs, and ſo as to convince 
the filter colonies of their inviolable 
attachment to the common cauſe. I 
am, Sir, your moſt obedient, and 
molt humble ſervant, 

| ALEXANDER WILLY. 
To Samuel White, Eſq. Speaker of 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
Maſſachujetts, &c. 


| News- Hampſhire. 
Mr. Speaker laid before the houſe 
a letter — the honourable Speaker 
of the honourable houſe of repre 
ſentatives of the province of the 
Maſſachuſetts-bay, to the Speaker of 
this aſſembly, propoſing a meeting of 
committees, from the ſeveral aſſem- 


blies « of the Britiſh colonies on the 


continent, at New-York, to conſider 
of a general, united, dutiful, loyal, 


and humble repreſentation of our cir- 
cumſtances, and for imploring his 
Majeſty and the parliament for relief: 
which being read, 

Reſolved, 'That notwithſtanding we 
are ſenſible ſuch repreſentation ought 


to be made, and approve of the pro- 


poſed method for obtaining thereof, 
yet the preſent ſituation of our govern- 
mental affairs will not permit us to 
appoint a committee to attend ſuch 
meeting, but ſhall be ready to join in 
any addreſs to his Majeſty and the 
parliament we may be honoured with 
the knowledge of, probable to anſwer 
the propoſed end. 
A. Crankson, Clerk. 
The two foregoing letters are true 
copies from the original. 
Atteſt, JohN Corrox, Clerk. 
Adjourned to to-morrow morning 
nine o'clock. & 


Friday, October 25, 1765. 
The congreſs met according to ad- 
journment. 

Time not permitting the clerk to 
make copies at large, of the proceed- 
ings of the congreſs, for all the co- 
lonies, they think it proper, ſhould 
be furniſhed therewith; | 

Reſolved, That the gentlemen from 
the Maſſachuſetts-bay be requeſted to 
{end a copy thereof to the colony of 
New Hampſhire ; the gentlemen of 
Maryland to Virginia ; and the gen- 
tlemen of South Carolina to Georgia, 
and North Carolina, Signed per 


order, J. Corrox, Clerk. 


An accqunt of the diſpoſition of the 


L. oo granted by ordinance, and 

received of the treaſurer, by Wil- 

liam Murdock, Edward Tilghman, 

and Thomas Ringgold. | 
To caſh paid the whole 

'expences of the com- | . . d. 

mittee to New-York, [138 14 1 

there and back again. | 
To caſh paid expreſs to 

New York, to give f 15 

notice of our coming. 
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Brought over - 153 14 1 


To paid for expreſs, to 
ſend a copy of our 
proceedings to the (| 
Speaker of Virginia. 

To paid for a bill of ex-] 
change, to remit to | 


1 10 


Charles Garth, Eſq; 
with the addreſs and 
petitions 150. ſter- 
ling, at 65 per cent. 


247 10 


exchange. j 

Caſh remainirg in hand 
127 piſtoles, and 1172 7 8 
18/8. f ; i 85 
$75 19 


SIR, October 26, 1765. 

We had the honour to be appointed 
by the houſe of repreſentatives of the 
province of Maryland, a committee, 
to meet committees of the members of 
aſſembly of the other colonies on this 
continent, at New York, the firſt of 
this inſtant, to join in a general, and 
united, dutiful, loyal, and humble 
repreſentation of the condition of thoſe 
colonies, to his Majeſty and the par- 
liament, and to implore relief from 
the grievous burthens lately laid upon 
our trade, and the taxes and duties 
lately impoſed on us, eſpecially by 
the Stamp- act. 

Accordingly members from nine 
colonies met, to wit, from the Maſ- 


ſachuſetts- bay, Connecticut, Rhode- 


iſland and Providence plantations, 
New-York, New- jerſey, Pennſyl- 
vania, the government of the coun- 
ties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, 
upon Delaware, Maryland, and South 
Carolina, but as you'll find the ad- 
dreſs, &c. ſigned only by members 
from fix of thoſe colonies, it may be 
proper to acquaint you with the 
reaſons why they aid not all ſign, 
though they all concurred with the 
proceedings. 

T he lieutenant-governor of New- 
York prorogued their afſembly from 
time to time, ſo that their houſe had 


not an opportunity of appointing 
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By caſh received of the Treaſurer in 
gold, L. 5o0, at 5/6 per dwt. as 
follows: | 


. „ . 
409 Spaniſh piſtoles, at 27/. 5 32 3 
5 $ Half Johannes, at 57/6. 14 7 6 
4 French piſtoles, at 26/6. 5 6 
+ Moidore, - 383 6 
%% 449 
375 19 


members with full powers to join, 
and ſign the addreſs, &c. Yet the 
aſſembly of New-York having, at 
their laſt meeting, appointed hve of 
their members as a committee, not 
only to correſpond with their agent at 
home, but alſo during the receſs of 
the houſe, to write to and correſpond 
with the ſeveral aſſemblies, or com- 


mittees of aſſemblies on this con- 


tinent, on the ſubje& matter of the 
ſeveral late acts of parliament, ſo 
grievous and dangerous to their colo- 
nies, 1t was thought proper to admit 
this committee to join in the con- 
ferences, . and they agreed to what 
was done, and promiſed to uſe their 
endeavours with their aſſembly to 
concur alſo whenever they ſhould be 
permitted to meet. OY 
The South-Carolina aſſembly, not 
rightly viewing the propoſal (which 
originally came from the aſſembly of 
the government of the Maſſachuſetts - 
bay) as it was intended that the 
ſeveral committees, when met, ſhould 
frame and ſign an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, and memorial and petition to 
the parliament, to be immediately 
diſpatched by the congreſs, inſtructed 
their members (Meſſrs. Lynch, Rut- 
ledge, and Gadſden) to return their 
proceedings to them for approbation. - 
The Connecticut aſſembly made the 
fame reſtrictions in their inſtructions. 
'The 
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The aſſembly alſo of New Hampſhire 
wrote, that they had reſolved, That 
notwithſtanding they were ſenſible 
ſuch a repreſentation ought to be 
made, and approved of the propoſed 


- method for obtaining thereof, yet the 
preſent ſituation of their governmental 


affairs would not permit them to ap- 
point a committee to attend ſuch 
meeting, but ſhould be ready to join 
in any addreſs to his Majeſty and the 
parliament they might be honoured 


with the knowledge of, probable to 


anſwer the propoſed end: and the 
Speaker of the aſſembly of Georgia 
wrote, that a majority of their mem- 
bers had applied to the governor to 
call their aſſembly, and he did not 
think it expedient, which was the 
reaſon they did not ſend a committee 
as propoſed, but requeſted us to tranſ- 
mit a copy of our proceedings to 
them (which will be done) and that 
their aſſembly would meet about this 
time, and he did not doubt but they 
ſhoutd act fo as to convince the ſiſter 


colonies of their inviolable attachment 


to the common caule : we allo under- 


ſtood the North-Carohna, and we 


know the Virginia aſſembly was pro- 


rogued, whereby they could not have 
the opportunity of joining us ; fo that 
we doubt not but the colonies who 
have not ſigned, will very ſpeedily 
tranſnũt ſimilar addreſſes, &c. if their 
aſlemblies ſhould not be hindered 
from meeting: and to this purpoſe, 
we hope you'll ſoon hear from the 
aſſembly of South-Carolina. By the 
gentlemen of that colony we were fa- 
voured with a fight of your late letters, 
and informed of your careful and fpirit= 
ed conduct with regard to the intereſts 


of that colony, and that, together with 


your declaration which we find in thoſe 


letters, that you enjoy an independent 
ſeat in the Britiſh parliament, induced 


us (as we have no eſtabliſhed agent at 
preſent, for this province, nor have 


yet been able to obtain a law to tax 
ourfelves for that purpoſe) to trouble 
you with our requeſt, that you will 
preſent the incloſed addreſs to his 
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Majeſty, and memorial and petition 
to the houſes of parliament, and exert 

our utmoſt intereſt and abilities in 
behalf of this poor diſtreſſed country, 
and of this province in particular. 

We hope, as there is a change in 
the miniſtry, and as the gentlemen in 
the houſe of commons may, at their 
next meeting, take a more enlarged 
view of the true intereſt of Great- 
Britain and her colonies, they will 
find it to be in ſupporting the rights 
and encouraging the trade of the 
latter, and that the happineſs of the 
mother-country and her colonies muſt 
be inſeparable, and that we ſhall 
obtain relief. 

The ſeveral} committees agreed to 
recommend it to their reſpective co- 
lonies, to appoint ſpecial agents on 
this occaſion, and to inſtruct them to 
unite their utmoſt intereſt and en- 
deavours for that purpoſe. One ad- 
dreſs, &c. was tranſmitted by the 
gentlemen of the Maſſachuſetts go- 
vernment, immediately to their agent 
(Mr. Jackfon we underſtood) and we 
expect the other colonies will have 
duplicates ſent to their agents, and 
we hope will all unite in expence and 
inſtructions, to have able counſel be- 
fore both the lords and commons, as 
our petitions pray. | 

We were intruſted with the diſ- 
pofition of ſome money upon this oc- 
caſion, and incloſe you a bill of 
exchange, on Meſſts. Capel and Oſ- 
good Hanbury, for one hundred and 
fifty pounds ſterling, as a compen- 
ſation for your trouble and expence in 
this affair. We doubt not our al- 
fembly will approve of what we do in 
this matter; and as they are to meet 
the laſt of this month, we ſhall lay 
our proceedings before them, and it 
18 peo they will write you more 
fully, and furniſh you with ſuch 
further inſtructions and arguments as 
may appear to them to be proper to 
be given and urged on this occaſion, 
in behalf of the colonies. We are, 
your moit obedient ſervants, 


¶ Lud of the proceedings of the Congreſs. ) 
: The 


The ſum expected to be raiſed by the 
ſtamp- duty, was C. 100,000 per annum. 

On the gth of July 1765, the board 
of treaſury (in London) entered upon 
their books che following minute: 
44 That, in order to obviate the in- 
convenience of bringing into this 
kingdom the money to be raiſed by 
the ſtamp duties, all the produce of 
the American duties, _— or to 
ariſe by virtue of any Britiſh act of par- 
hament, ſhould from time to time be 
paid to the deputy pay-maſter 1a Ame- 
rica, to defray. the ſubſiſtence of the 
troops, and any military expences in- 
curred in the colonies.” 

In June 1765, the king thought 
proper to diſmiſs his miniſters. I he 
Marquis of Rockiugham was appoint- 
ed farſt lord of the treaiury, aud 
others, his lordſhip's friends, ſuc- 
ceeded to the vacant places. 

The reſolutions of the houſe of bur- 

ſſes of Virginia (in pages 6 and 7) 
Lis laid before the nk board of 
trade, they, on the 27th of Auguſt, 
repreſented to the king in council, 
That the reſolutions, as they con- 
tain an abfolute ditavowal of the right 
of the parliament of Great-Britain to 
impoſe taxes upon her colonies, and a 
daring attack upon the conſtitution of 
this country, appear to us to require 
an immediate and ſerious attention; 
and whatever further meaſures your 
Majeſty may, with the advice of your 
council, judge proper to be taken 


either tor expreſſing your royal diſap- 


probation of theſe proceedings, or for 
preventing the fatal conſequences 
which they naturally tend to produce, 
we think it our duty to ſubmit to your 
Majeſty's conſideration, whether, in 
the mean time, it may not be ex- 
pedient to diſpatch immediate inſtrue- 
tons to your Majeſty's ſervants in 
your Majeſty's colony of Virginia, 
who may be concerned in enforcing 
the execution of the law for levying 
the duty upon ſtamps, that they do 
each in their ſeveral department, in 
ſupport of the authority of parliament, 
rigorouſly exert themſelves, and, with 
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becoming reſolution upon every oc- 
caſion, exact a due obedience to all 
the laws of the land.“ 

This repreſentation was referred to 
the privy council. 

On the zd of October, 1765, the 
privy council reported to the king, 
“That this is a matter of the utmoſt 
importance to the kingdom and legiſ- 
lature of Great Britain; and of too 
high a nature for the determination of 
your Majeſty in your privy council, 
and is proper only for the conſide- 
ration of Parliament.” 

The reſolutions of the other aſſem- 
blies of the colonies were in. like 
manner reprefented to the king by 
the new board of trade, and referred 
to the privy council, who reported of 
them in ſimilar terms. | 


— ——_— 


— 


Parliament, however, did not meet 
for buſineſs till January 1766, when 
the following papers were laid beiore 
both houſes. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Seeretary Con- 
way, 10 Lieutenant Governor Fauquier. 
SER, Sept. 14, 1765. 

It is with the greateſt pleaſure I 
received his Majeſty's commands to 
declare to you his moſt gracious ap- 
probation of your conduct. His Ma- 
jeſty and his ſervants are fatisfied, 
that the precipitate reſolutions you 
ſent home did not take their riſe from 
any remiſſneſs or inattention in you; 
nor 1s his Majeſty at all inclined to 
ſuppoſe, . that any inſtance of dif- 
fidence or diſfatisfation could be 
founded in the general inclination of 
his antient and loyal colony of Vir- 
ginia ; the nature of the thing and 
your repreſentations induce a per- 
ſuaſion, that thoſe ill-adviſed reſo- 
lutions owed their birth to the violence 
of ſome individuals, who taking the 
e of a thin aſſembly, fo far 
prevailed, as to publiſh their own 
unformed opinions to the world as 
the ſentiments of the colony. But his 
Majeſty, Sir, will not, by the pre- 
valence of a few men, at a certain 

moment, 
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moment, be perſuaded to change the 
opinion, or leſſen the confidence, he 
has always entertained of the colony 
of Virginia; which has always ex- 
perienced the 232 of the crown. 
His Majeſty's ſervants, therefore, with 
entire reliance on your prudence, and 
on the virtue and wiſdom of the 
colony entruſted to your care, perſuade 


themſelves, that when a full aſſembly 


ſhall calmly and maturely deliberate 
upon thoſe reſolutions, they will ſee, 
and be themſeives alarmed at, the 
dangerous tendency and miſchievous 
conſequences which they might be 
productive of, both. to the mother 
country and the colonies, which are 
the equal objects of his Majeſty's pa- 
rental care ; and whoſe mutual hap- 
pineſs and proſperity certainly require 
a confidential reliance of the colonies 
upon the mother country. 

Upon theſe principles, Sir, and 
upon your prudent management, and 
a proper repreſentation to the wiſe 
* ſober part of the people, how 
earneſt his Majeſty is to extend the 
happy influence of his fatherly care 
over every part of his dominions, it 
is expected that a full aſſembly will 
form very different reſolutions, ſuch 
as may cement that union, which 
alone can eſtabliſh the ſafety and 
proſperity of the colonies and the 
mother country. 

As there is no intention in the 
crown to attempt, nor in the king's 
ſervants to adviſe, any incroachments 
on the real rights and liberties of any 
part of his Majeſty's ſubjects; ſo 
neither will his Majeſty undoubtedly 
ſubmit, or his ſervants adviſe, under 
any circumſtances, that the reſpect 
which is due to parliament, and which 
is neceſſary for the good of the whole 
Britiſh empire, ſhould any where be 
made a ſacrifice to local and dan- 
gerous prejudices, | 

As this important matter 1s, how- 
ever, now belore his Majeſty's privy 
council, as well as the other con- 
ſideration of the dangerous riot and 
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mutinous behaviour of the people on 
the frontiers, I ſhall not pretend to 
give any advice or inſtructions on theſe 
ſubjects; not doubting, but you 
will ſoon have the fulleſt from the 
wiſdom of that board, in all thoſe 
things, in which, by your laſt ac- 
counts, the moſt eſſential intereſts of 
the colony are ſo deeply concerned. 

You will therefore, in the mean 
time, be very attentive, by every 
prudent meaſure in your power, at 
once to maintain the jult rights of the 
Britiſh government, and to preſerve 
the peace and tranquillity of the pro- 
vinces committed to your care. 

But as theſe appear to me matters 
of government fit for his Majeſty's 
more immediate notice and infor- 
mation, I muſt beg you will not fail to 
tranſmit to me ſuch occurrences, from 
time to time, on theſe heads, as you 


may deem of importance in the light. 


I am, &c. 
H. S. Conway. 


I mention. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Secretary 
Conway, to Major General Gage. 
SIR, October 24, 1765. 
It is with the greateſt concern, that 
his Majeſty learns the diſturbances 
which have ariſen in ſome of the 
North American Colonies: theſe 
events will probably create applica- 
tion to you, in which the utmoſt ex- 
ertion of your prudence may be ne- 
ceſſary; ſo as juſtly to temper your 
conduct between that caution and cool- 


neſs, which the delicacy of ſuch a ſi- 


tuation may demand on one hand, and 
the vigour neceſſary to ſuppreſs out- 
rage and violence on the other. It is 
impoſſible, at this diſtance, to aſſiſt 
you by any particular or poſitive in- 
ſtruction, becauſe you will find your- 
ſelf neceſſarily obliged to take your 
reſolution as particular circumſtances 
and emergencies may require. 

It is hoped, and expected, that 
this want of confidence in the juſtice 
and tenderneſs cf the mother coun- 
try, and this open reſiſtance to its au- 

thority, 
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thorĩty, can only have found place 
among the lower and more ignorant 
of the people. The better and wiſer 

of the colonies will know, that 

cy and ſubmiſſion may prevail, 
not only to redreſs grievances, but to 
obtain grace and favour, while the 
outrage of a public violence can ex- 


pect nothing but ſeverity and chaſtiſe- 


ment. You, and all his Majeſty's 
ſervants, from a ſenſe of your duty 
to, and love of, your country, will 
endeavour to excite and encourage 
theſe ſentiments. 

If, by lenient and r me- 
thods, you can contribute to reſtore 
that peace and tranquillity to the pro- 
vinces, on which their welfare and 
happineſs depend, you will do a moſt 
acceptable and eſſentĩal ſervice to your 
country: but having taken every 
ſtep which the utmoſt prudence and 
lenity can diate, in compaſſion to 
the folly and ignorance of ſome miſ- 
guided people, you will not, on the 
other hand, where your aſſiſtance may 
be wanted to ſtrengthen the hands of 
government, fail to concur in every 
proper meaſure for its ſupport, by 
ſach a timely exertion of force, as may 
be neceſſary to repel acts of outrage 
and violence, and to provide for the 
maintenance of peace and good order 
in the provinces. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary 
Conway, to Governor Bernard. 
SIR, October 24, 1765. 

Your letters of the 15th, 10th, 22d, 

and z iſt of Auguit, have been receiv- 
ed; the three former not till yeſter- 
day. 

I is with the greateſt concern his 
Majeſty learns the diſturbances which 
have lately ariſen in your province, 
the general confuſion that ſeems to 
reign there, and the total languor 
and want of energy, in your govern- 
ment, - to exert itielf with any dignity 
or efficacy, for the ſuppreſlion of tu- 
mults, which ſeem to ftrike at the 
ery being of all authority and ſubor- 


* 
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dination among you. 
cannot but, with the greateſt ſurprize, 
hear of the refuſal of your council to 
call for the aid of any regular force to 
the ſupport of the civil magiſtracy, at 
a time when, it ſeems, you had rea- 
fon to think, there was no other 
power capable of providing for the 
peace and quiet of the province. 

Nothing can, certainly, exceed the 
ill-adviſed and intemperate conduct 
held by a party in your province, 
which can in no way contribute to the 
removal of any real grievance they 
might labour under, but may tend to 
obſtruct and impede the exertion of 
his Majeſty's benevolent attention to 
the eaſe and comfort, as well as the 
welfare, of all his people. 

It is hoped, and expected, that this 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs of the mother country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, 
can only have found place among the 
lower and more ignorant of the peo- 


ple; the better and more wiſe part of 


the colonies will know, that decency 
and ſubmiſſion may prevail, not only 
to redreſs grievances, but to obtain 
grace and favour, while the outrage 
of a public violence can expect nothin 
but ſeverity and chaſtiſement. Theſe 
ſentiments, you, and all his Majeſty's 
ſervants, from a ſenſe of your duty to, 
and love of, your country, will endea- 
vour to excite and encourage : you 
will all, in a particular manner, call 
upon them not td reader their caſe 
deſperate ; you will, in the ſtrongeſt 
colours, repreſent to them the dread- 
ful conſequences that muſt inevitably 
attend the forcible and violent reſiſt- 
ance to acts of the Britiſh parliament, 
and the ſcene of miſery and diſtrac- 
tion to both countries, inſeparable 
from ſuch a conduct. | 

If, by lenient and perſuaſive me- 
thods, you can contribute to reſtore 
that peace and tranquillity to the pro- 
vinces, on wiach their welfare and 


happineſs depend, you will do a mott . 


acceptable and eſſential ſervice to your 


country ; 


His Majeſty 


Gd 


country; but having taken every ſtep 
which the utmoſt prudence and lenity 
can dictate, in compaſſion to the folly 
andignorance of ſome miſguided peo- 
ple, you will not, on the other hand, 
fail to uſe your utmoſt power for re- 

lling all acts of outrage and vio- 
1 and to provide for the main- 
tenance of peace and good order in 
the province, by ſuch a timely exer- 
tion of force, as the occaſion may re- 
quire ; for which purpoſe, you will 
make the proper applications to Gene- 
ral Gage, or Lord Colvil, command- 
ers of his Majeſty's land and naval 
forces in America: for however un- 
willing his Majeſty may conſent to 
the exertion of ſuch powers as may 
endanger the ſafety of a ſingle ſub- 
ject, yet can he not permit his own 
dignity, and the authority of the Bri- 
tiſh legiſlature, to be trampled on by 
force and violence, and m avowed 
contempt of all order, duty and de- 
corum. 

If the ſubject is aggrieved, he 
knows in what manner legally and 
conſtitutionally to apply for relief: 
but it is not ſuitable, either to the 
ſafety or dignity of the Britiſh em- 
pire, that any individuals, under the 
pretence of redreſſing grievances, 
ſhould preſume to violate the public 


peace. I am, &c. 
H. S. Conwar. 


P. S. The ſloop which carries this 
will carry orders to Lord Colvil, and 
to the Governor of Nova-Scotia, to 
ſend to your afliftance any force which 
may be thought neceſſary from thence, 
and which that province can ſupply. 


Copy of Mr. Secretary Conwway's circu- 
lar letter to the Governors in North- 
America. | 
SIR, October 24, 1765. 
It is with the greateſt concern, that 

his Majeſty learns the diſturbances 

which have ariſen in ſome of the 

North-American, colonies : if this 


evil ſhould ſpread to the Government 
„Where you preſide, the 


of 
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41 
utmoſt exertion of your prudence will 
be neceſſary, ſo as juſtly to tempex 
your conduct between that caution 
and coolneſs which the delicacy of 
ſuch a ſituation may demand, on the 
one hand, and the vigour neceſſary to 
_—_ outrage and violence, on the 
other, It is impoſſible, at this diſ- 
tance, to aſſiſt you, by any particular 
or poſitive inſtruction; becauſe you 
will find yourſelf neceſſarily obliged 
to take your reſolution, as particular 
circumſtances and emergencies may 
require; | 

His Majeſty, and the ſervants he 
honours with his confidence, cannot 
but lament the ill-adviſed intemper- 
ance ſhewn already in ſome of the 
provinces, by taking up a conduct, 
which can in no way contribute to the 
removal of any real grievance they 
* labour under, but may tend to 
obſtruct and impede the exertion of 
his Majeſty's benevolence and atten- 
tion to the eaſe and comfort, as well 


as the welfare, of all his people. 


It is hoped and expected, that this 
want of confidence in the juſtice and 
tenderneſs of the mother- country, and 
this open reſiſtance to its authority, 
can only have found place among the 
lower and more ignorant of the peo- 
ple. The better and wiſer part of the 
colonies will know, that decency and 
ſubmiſſion may prevail, not only to 
redreſs grievances, but to obtain grace 


and favour, while the outrage of a 


Rage violence can expect nothin 
ut ſeverity and chaſtiſement. Theſe 
ſentiments you, and all his Majeſty's 
ſervants, from a ſenſe of your duty to, 
and love of, your country, will endea- 
vour to excite and encourage. 

You will all, in a particular man- 
ner, call upon them not to render 
their cale deſperate. You will, in 
the ſtrongeſt colours, repreſent to them 
the dreadful conſequences that muſt 
inevitably attend the forcible and vio- 
lent reſiſtance to acts of the Britith 
parliament, and the ſcene of miſery 


and calamity to themſelves, and of 
| mutual 


42 
mutual weakneſs and diſtraction to 
both countries, inſeparable from ſuch 
a conduct. x 

If, by lenient and perſuaſive me- 
thods, you can contribute to reſtore 
that peace and tranquillity to the pro- 
wnces, on which their welfare and 
happineſs depend, you will do a moſt 
acceptable and eſſential ſervice to your 
country : but having taken every ſtep 
which the utmoſt prudence and lenity 
can diate, in compaſſion to the folly 


and ignorance of ſome miſguided peo- 


ple, you will not, on the other hand, 
fail to uſe your utmoſt power, for re- 

ling all acts of öutrage and vio- 
. and to provide for the main- 
tenance of peace and good order in 
the province, by ſuch a timely exertion 
of force as the occaſion may require; 
for which purpoſe, you will make the 
proper applications to general Gage, 
or lord Colville, commanders of his 
Majeſty's land and naval forces in 
America. For however unwillingly 
his Majeſty may conſent to the 
exertion of ' ſuch powers as may en- 
danger the ſafety of a ſingle ſubject; 
yet can he not permit his own dig- 


nity, and the authority of the Britiſh , 


legiſlature, to be trampled on by 
force and violence, and in avowed 
contempt of alf order, duty and de- 
corum. 7 

If the ſubje& is agorieved, he 
knows in what manner legally and 
con{titutionally to apply for relief ; 
but it 1s not ſuitable, either to the 
ſafety or dignity of the Bnittſh empire, 
that any individuals, under the pre- 
tence of redreſiing grievances, ſhould 
preſume to violate the public peace. 
I am, &c. 

| H. S. Conwar. 

P. 8. To Governor Wilmot. 


You will probably receive application 


from governor - Bernard, to ſend 
him part of the force which may 
be within your government. Lord 
Colville has command to tranſport 


them; and you will be very atten- 


tive, that the public ſervice ſhould 


PRIOR DOCUMENTS. 


ſuffer no impediment from anydelay 
in you, when ſuch application is 
made, 7 


Extract of a letter frem Mr. Secretary 
Conway, to Major-General Gage, 
6.3: December 15, 1765. 
I Had the favour of your letters of 
the 4th, 8th, and gth of November 
laſt, by which J learn, with the ut- 
moſt concern, the diſordered ſtate of 
the province where you reſide, and 
the very riotous and outrageous beha- 


viour of too many of the inhabitants. 


I did not fail to lay your diſpatches, 
together with thoſe of lieutenant- 
governor Colden, before his Majeſty, 
who, though highly provoked by ſuch 
an inſult offered to his governor there, 
is however pleaſed to hear, that mat- 
ters were not puſhed to ſuch extremity, 
as might have coſt the lives of many 
of his ſubjects, and perhaps have 
tended, as you ſeem apprehenſive, to 
the great detriment, if not ruin, of 
the town of New- Vork; particularly 
if the fort had fired on that inſolent 
and infatuated mob which ſo pro- 
vokingly approached. 'The temper 
ſhewn, as well by lieutenant-governor 


Colden, as by the officers there, is 
highly to be commended. His Ma- 


Jetty is willing to ſuppoſe, that both 
yourſelf and governor Colden have 
acted on principles of duty to his 
ſervice, in the advice and reſolution 
formed to put the ſtampt paper into 
the hands of the magiſtrates of New- 
York; which, however, unleſs the 
necelity for it appeared very preſſing, 
muſt certainly be looked upon as a 
ſtep greatly humiliating and dero- 
gating to his Majeſty's government. 


If the poſt was not tenable, or the 


papers 1niecure there, it ſhould ſeem 
much preterable to have put them on 
boar! the man of war, as was pro- 
poſed : nor does there appear any 
good reaſon, why captain Kennedy re- 
tuſed to take them. It is difficult, at 
this diſtance, to judge with the ſame 
propriety of conduct, to be held on 

occaſions 
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occaſions of ſuch difficulty and im- 
portance, as on the ſpot. Had the 
perſonal ſafety of thoſe in the fort 
alone been conſidered, I am perſuaded, 
there would not have been a moment's 
heſitation about the defence of it, 
againſt any attack that might raſhly 
have been attempted : nor can his 
Majeſty ſuppoſe any want of reſolution 
for his ſervice, in thoſe who have, in 
their diilerent ſtations, given ſo many 
proofs of their regard to it. It ſhould 
otherwiſe ſeem, that the reality of 
the mobs being armed, and prepared 
for an actual attack, ſhould have been 
well aſcertained before the papers 
were given up. 

The ſtep you have thought fit to 
take, in drawing together ſuch forces 
as their ſituation allowed, was cer- 
tainly prudent, and could not be too 
ſoon determined, on any poſitive 
grounds, to ſuſpect an inſurrection ; 
and eſpecially in regard to the ſecuring 
his Majeſty's ſtores, a circumſtance 
which will ſtill demand your greateit 
attention; and particularly thoſe 
arms, which may be ſeized by the 
mob for their own mutinous purpoſes. 

Your ſituation is cert inly delicate 
and ditiicult, it requires both prudence 
and firmneſs in the conduct of all em- 
ployed in his Majeſty's ſervice there; 
eſpecially, conſidering what you ſay 
of the ditiiculty, or rather impoſſibility, 
of drawing any conſiderable number of 
men together, and of the impractica- 
bility of attempting any thing by 


force, in the preſent diſpoſition of the 


people, without a reſpectable body of 
troops. 

You ſeem to think there are ſtill 
hopes, that as the ſpirits of thote 
unhappy people have time to cool, 
there will be more ſubmiſſion ſhewn ; 
your will not fail, I am perſuaded, 
in your ſtation, to avail yourſelf of 
every favourable ſymptom for the im 
provement of ſuch favourable diſ- 
poſitions, any more than to exert 
yourſelf, where the neceſſity of the 
caſe may require, in ſupport of the 
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43 
honour of government, and for ſup- 
preſſing any riotous or rebellious re- 
ſiſtance offered to the laws, or thoſe 
magiſtrates who have the execution of 
them. 

I hope my former letters are come 
ſafe, as they will have conveyed to you 
his Majeſty's ſentiments and commands 


For pour conduct, on the firſt notice of 


theſe diſturbances. 


——_— 


Copy of a krter from Mr. Secretary 


Conway, to Lieutenant - Governor 
Colden. . 
S I R, December 15, 1765. 


I Have received your letter of the 
5th of November by major James, 
and that of the gth of the ſame 
month by the pacquet, with the mi- 
nutes of the council of New-York, 
from the 31ſt of October to the 6th 
of November, &c.-—From your laſt 
letter, I have hopes that time will 


produce a recolle&ion, which may 


lead theſe unhappy people back to a 
ſenſe of their duty ; and that, in the 
mean time, every proper and practi- 
cable meaſure will be taken to awe 
that licentious ſpirit, which has hur- 


ried them to thoſe acts of outrage and 


violence, equally dangerous to the 


ſober and well-diſpoſed part of the 


people, the eaſe and quiet of the city, 
and ſubverſive of all order and au- 
thority among them, 

vir Henry Moore will certainly be 
arrived befors this reaches you ; it is 
expected, therefore, Sir, from your 
knowledge of the country and people, 
that you ſhould inform the new go- 
vernor of every thing neceſſary for his 
knowledge, as well reſpecting the 
ſtate of things, as the characters and 
diſpoſitions of men in that country. 
He will ſee that, by his inſtructions, 


he is empowered to ſuſpend members 


of the council, and officers of the law, 
who ſhall appear to deſire it; being, 
in that caſe, only obliged to ſend 
home immediately the reaſons and 
cauſes of ſuch ſuſpenſion. It is not 
improbable, that ſuch times as theſe 
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mutual weakneſs and diſtraction to 
both countries, inſeparable from ſuch 
a conduct. | 

If, by lenient and perſuaſive me- 
thods, you can contribute to reſtore 
that peace and tranquillity to the pro- 
Mnces, on which their welfare and 
happineſs depend, you will do a moſt 
acceptable and eſſential ſervice to your 
country : but having taken every ſtep 
which the utmoſt prudence and lenity 
can dictate, in compaſſion to the folly 
and ignorance of ſome miſguided peo- 
ple, you will not, on the other hand, 
fail to uſe your utmoſt power, for re- 

lling all acts of outrage and vio- 
— and to provide for the main- 
tenance of peace and good order in 
the province, by ſuch a timely exertion 
of force as the occaſion may require; 
for which purpoſe, you will make the 
proper applications to general Gage, 
or lord Colville, commanders of his 
Majeſty's land and naval forces in 
America, For however unwillingly 
his Majeſty may conſent to the 
exertion of ſuch powers as may en- 
danger the ſafety of a ſingle ſubject; 
yet can he not permit his own dig- 
nity, and the authority of the Britiſh 
legiſlature, to be trampled on by 
force and violence, and in avowed 
contempt of all order, duty and de- 
corum. | 

If the ſubject is aggrieved, he 
knows in what manner legally and 
conſtitutionally to apply for relief; 
but it is not ſuitable, either to the 
ſafety or dignity of the Britiſh empire, 
that any individuals, under the pre- 
tence of redreſiing grievances, ſhould 
preſume to violate the public peace. 
I am, &C. 

| H. S. Cox wax. 

P. 8. To Governor Wilmot. 


Vou will probably receive application 


from governor. Bernard, to ſend 
him part of the force which may 
be within your government. Lord 
Colville has command to tranſport 


them; and you will be very atten- 


tive, that the public ſervice ſhould 


ſuffer no impediment from any delay 
in you, when ſuch application is 
made. 7 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Secretary 
Conway, to Major-General Gage. 
SIR, December 15, 1765. 
I Had the favour of your letters of 
the 4th, 8th, and gth of November 
laſt, by which J learn, with the ut- 
moſt concern, the diſordered ſtate of 
the province where you reſide, and 
the very riotous and outrageous beha- 


viour of too many of the inhabitants. 


I did not fail to lay your diſpatches, 
together with thoſe of lieutenant- 
governor Colden, before his Majeſty, 
who, though highly provoked by ſuch 
an inſult offered to his governor there, 
is however pleaſed to hear, that mat- 
ters were not puſhed to ſuch extremity, 
as might have coſt the lives of many 
of his ſubjects, and perhaps have 
tended, as you ſeem apprehenſive, to 
the great detriment, if not ruin, of 
the town of New-York ; particularly 
if the fort had fired on that inſolent 
and infatuated mob which ſo pro- 
vokingly approached. 'The temper 
ſhewn, as well by lieutenant-governor 


Colden, as by the officers there, is 


highly to be commended. His Ma- 
jeſty is willing to ſuppoſe, that both 
yourſelf and governor Colden have 
acted on principles of duty to his 
ſervice, in the advice and reſolution 
formed to put the ſtampt paper into 


the hands of the magiſtrates of New- 


York; which, however, unleſs the 
necelity tor it appeared very preſſing, 
muſt certainly be looked upon as a 
ſtep greatly humiliating and dero- 

gating to his Majeſty's government. 
| If the poſt was not tenable, or the 
papers 1niecure there, it ſhould ſeem 
much preterable to have put them on 
boar! the man of war, as was pro- 
poſed : nor does there appear any 
good reaſon, why captain Kennedy re- 
fuſed to take them. It is difficult, at 
this diſtance, to judge with the ſame 
propriety of conduct, to be held on 
occaſions 
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occaſions of ſach difficulty and im- 

rtance, as on the ſpot. Had the 
perſonal ſafety of thoſe in the fort 
alone been conſidered, I am perſuaded, 
there would not have been a moment's 
heſitation about the defence of it, 
againſt any attack that might raſhly 
have been attempted: nor can his 
Majeſty ſuppoſe any want of reſolution 
for his ſervice, in thoſe who have, in 
their dinerent ſtations, given fo many 
proofs of their regard to it. It ſhould 
otherwiſe ſeem, that the reality of 
the mobs being armed, and prepared 
for an actual attack, ſhould have been 
well aſcertained before the papers 
were given up. 

The ſtep you have thought fit to 
take, in drawing together ſuch forces 
as their ſituation allowed, was cer- 
tainly prudent, and could not be too 
ſoon determined, on any poſitive 
grounds, to ſuſpect an inſurrection ; 
and eſpecially in regard to the ſecuring 
his Majeity's ſtores, a circumſtance 
which will ſtill demand your greateit 
attention; and particularly thoſe 
arms, which may be ſeized by the 
mob for their own mutinous purpoles. 

Your ſituation is cert inly delicate 
and ditiicult, it requires both prudence 
and firmneſs in the conduct of all em- 
ployed in his Majeſty's ſervice there; 
eſpecially, conſidering what you ſay 
of the ditiiculty, or rather impoſſibility, 
of drawing any conſiderable number of 
men together, and of the impractica- 
bility of attempting any thing by 


force, in the preſent diſpoſition of the 


people, without a reſpectable body of 
troops. | 

You ſeem to think there are ſtill 
hopes, that as the ſpirits of thote 
unhappy people have time to cool, 
there will be more ſubmiſſion ſhewn ; 
your will not fail, I am perſuaded, 
in your ſtation, to avail yourſelf of 
every favourable ſymptom for the im 
provement of ſuch favourable diſ- 
poſitions, any more than to exert 
yourſelf, where the neceſſity of the 
caſe may require, in ſupport of the 
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43 
honour of government, and for ſup- 
preſſing any riotous or rebellious re- 
ſiſtance offered to the laws, or thoſe 
magiſtrates who have the execution of 
them. 

I hope my former letters are come 
ſafe, as they will have conveyed to you 
his Majeſty's ſentiments and commands 


For pour conduct, on the firſt notice of 


theſe diſturbances, 


— 


Copy of a lter from Mr. Secretary 


Conway, to Lieutenant - Governor 
Colden. . 
S IR, December 15, 1765. 


I Have received your letter of the 
5th of November by major James, 
and that of the gth of the ſame 
month by the pacquet, with the mi- 
nutes of the council of New-York, 
from the 31ſt of October to the 6th 
of November, xc. From your laſt 
letter, I have hopes that time will 


produce a recolle&ion, which may 


lead theſe unhappy people back to a 
ſenſe of their duty ; and that, in the 
mean time, every proper and practi- 
cable meaſure will be taken to awe 
that licentious ſpirit, which has hur- 


ried them to thoſe acts of outrage and 


violence, equally dangerous to the 


ſober and well-diſpoſed part of the 


people, the eaſe and quiet of the city, 
and ſubveriive of all order and au- 
thority among them. Lt, 

vir Henry Moore will certainly be 
arrived befors this reaches you ; it is 
expected, therefore, Sir, from your 
knowledge of the country and people, 
that you ſhould inform the new go- 
vernor of every thiag neceſſary for his 
knowledge, as well reſpecting the 
ſtate of things, as the characters and 
diſpoſitions of men in that country. 
He will ſee that, by his inſtructions, 


he is empowered to ſuſpend members 


of the council, and officers of the law, 
who ſhall appear to deſire it; being, 
in that caſe, only obliged to ſend 
home immediately the reaſons and 
cauſes of ſuch ſuſpenſion. It is not 
improbable, that ſuch times as theſe 
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may require the exerciſe of that 
power: as it is not doubted the go- 
vernor will uſe it with diſcretion, ſo 
it is expected he ſhould not want firm- 
neſs to uſe it boldly, whenever it may 
ſeem uſeful to the King's ſeryice and 
the public peace, 
| October 5 I 70s: 
Copy of a Repreſentation of the Lords 
2.2.5 * for 7. we ghar Plan- 
tations, touching the Proceedings and 
Reſolutions of the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentati ves of Maſfſachuſet's Bay, avith 
reſpect to the A for levying a Duty 
upon Stamps in America, and to other 

Ads of the Parliament of Great 

Britain. | 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majeſty. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

The houſe of repreſentatives of 
your Majeſty's province of Maſla- 
chuſet's Bay having, lait year, printed 
and publiſhed, in the journals of their 
proceedings, a letter from a com- 
mittee of that houſe to their agent 
here; in which letter the acts and re- 
ſolutions of the parliament of Great- 
Britain were treated with the moſt 
indecent diſreſpect, and principles 
tending to a denial of the right of 
parhament to levy taxes upon your 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the colonies, 
were openly avowed; our predeceſſors 
in office thought it their duty to tranſ- 
mit this tranſaction to your Majeſty's 
conſideration, to the end that ſuch 
directions might be given, as the 
nature and importance of the matter 
ſhould appear to require. 


Since this, and ſince the paſſing the 


act of parliament for levying a ſtamp 
duty in America, the grounds of 
which act gave riſe to the reflexions 
contained in the above-mentioned 
letter, the ſame ſpirit that dictated 
the Tentiments it expreſſes, has ap- 

ared throughout the whole proceed- 
ings of the ſaid houſe of repre- 
ſentatives. | 

Upon the election of counſellors, 
who, by the conſtitution of this 
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colony, are annually choſen by the 
houſe of repreſentatives, the ſtrongeſt 
endeavours were uſed to preclude your 
Majeſty's ſecretary of ſtate, who has 
always been a member of the council 
from his ſeat at that board ; and this, 
as your Majeſty's governor repreſents, 
merely on account of his having re- 
ceived an appointment (unſolicited) 
to be a diſtributor of the ſtamps : and 
the motion made in that houſe, to 
diſcontinue the annual ſalary allowed 
for the ſupport of your Majeſty's go- 
vernor, upen which proceeding we 
have this day made a ſeparate repre- 
ſentation to your Majeſty, ſeems to 
have ariſen from the ſame motives, 
Theſe, however, being only at- 
tempts of individuals in the com- 
munity, would not either have re- 
quired or deſerved your Majeſty's at- 
tention, in the light in which we 
view them; but it further appears, 
from the journals of the houſe of re- 
preſentatives in their laſt ſeſſion, that 
this aſſembly, having thought fit 
to make the propriety and expediency 
of the ſtamp- act, and of other acts of 
parliament, a ſubject of open queſtion 
and diſcuſſion, came to ſeveral re- 
ſolutions and proceedings thereupon, 
which they kept ſecret till the laſt 
day of their ſeſſion, when they pub- 
liſhed them in their 04 journals 
Then follow the reſolutions— Then 
the board of trade proceeds thus: 
The object of the reſolutions and 
proceedings of the houſe of repre- 
ſentatives of Maſſachuſet's Bay, is 
to recommend to, and induce, the 
reſt of your Majeſty's colonies in Ame- 
rica, to join in a general congreſs 
of committees from the ſeveral aſ- 
ſemblies, independent of the other 
branches of the legiſlature, and with- 
out any previous application to your 
Majeſty, to confider and deliberate 
upon the acts of the parliament of this 
kingdom. As this appears to us to 
be the firſt inſtance of a general con- 
greſs, appointed by the aſſemblies of 
the colonies without the authority of 


the 


on b e 
the crown; a meaſure which we con- 
ceive of dangerous tendency in itſelf, 
and more eſpecially ſo, when taken 
for the purpoſes expreſſed in the 
above-mentioned reſolution, and con- 
nected with the ſpirit that has ap- 
peared throughout the whole conduct 
of this particular aſſembly ; we there- 
fore think it our indiſpenſible duty to 
ſubmit this matter to your Majeſty's 
conſideration, for ſuch directions as 
your Majeſty, with the advice of your 
council, may think proper and expe- 
dient to give thereupon. 

All A 5 is moſt humbly. ſub- 
mitted, &c. 
Whitehall, O8. 1, 1765. 


Copy of a Repreſentation from the Board 
of Trade, with ſeveral Papers tranſ- 
mitted, relative to the outrageous Be- 
hawicur of the People at the I own of 
Boſton, in Oppefition to the Stamp- 
Duty Act. Dated October 10, 1765. 

To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Since our humble repreſentation to - 


your Majeſty of the iſt inftant, in 
conſequence of ſome alarming pro- 
ceedings in the houſe of repreſenta- 
tives, in the province of Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, we have received letters from 
—, giving an account of a riot 
of a moſt dangerous tendency, which 
had ariſen in the town of Boſton, and 
which, directing its fury againſt the 
houſes and perſons of the lieutenant- 
governor, and other principal officers 
of government, continued with re- 
peated acts of extraordinary violence, 
trom the 15th of Auguſt to the 26th 
of the ſame month; at which period 
the tumult ſeemed ſuſpended, rather 
than allayed. | 

In whatever light theſe diſturbances 
may be viewed, whether in reſpect of 
the avowed object, which the perpe- 
trators and abettors of them declare to 
be a general reſolution, to oppoſe and 
prevent the execution of an act of the 
parliament of Great-Britain, or in 
reſpect of the ſtate of government and 


+ 
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magiſtracy there, which re- 
preſents to be utterly incapable of re- 
fiſting or ſuppreſſing theſe tumults 
and diſorders, they ſeem to us of ſuch 
high 1mportance, that we loſe no 
time in laying the letters and papers 
relating thereunto before your Ma- 


jeſty, that your Majeſty may direct 
ſuch meaſures to be purſued, as your 
Majeſty, with the advice of your 
council, ſhall think moſt prudent and 
effectual. 
Which is 
mitted, &c. 


moſt humbly ſub. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 12, 1765. 
Gentlemen, 
Having been confined to my bed 
twenty- five days paſt, with a violent 
diſorder that was expected would 
have proved mortal, but thank God 
am now able to ſet up in bed, I ſhall 
attempt to give you a ſketch of not 
only my oven conduct, but alſo that 
of the preſbyterians and proprietary 
party here, relative to the ſtamp- 
ofhce. : 

In May laſt I received information 
by a letter from Doctor Franklin, 
that he had recommended me for chief 
diſtributor of the ſtamps in this pro- 
vince, and thus the matter reſted, 
until ſome gentlemen to the eaſtward 
received their commiſſions, where- 
upon mobs aroſe in ſeveral of the 
eaſtern provinces, and the officers 
were obliged to reſign; but as a 
prelude to the deſtruction and diſorder 
made by thoſe mobs, the printers in 
each colony, almoſt without exception, 
ſtuffed their papers weekly, for ſome 
time before, with the moſt inflam- 
matory pieces they could procure, 
and excluded every thing that tended 
to cool the minds of the people; 
theſe meaſures they purſued, until the 
preſbyterians in particular, in every 
colony, began to threaten the ſtamp- 
officers ; and thoſe gentry in this pro- 
vince, about the beginning of Sep- 
tember, began to be very noiſy, and 
ſome of them ſaid, I ought to reſign ; 


I gave 
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T gave them for anſwer, I had as yet 
no commiſſion, therefore could not 
reſign what I had not. However, 
about the middle of September, it 
was reported that the ſtamps would 
arrive in captain Friend, who was 


then expected, and theſe riotous gen- 


try began to threaten they would 
deſtroy the ſtamps as ſoon as they 
arrived; I therefore being defirous, 
or as far as in me lay, to preſerve the 
ſtamps, wrote on the 17th the letter 
(No. I.) to his honour the governor, 
but received no anſwer, and as the 
ftamps did not arrive in Capt. Friend, 
matters reſted until October the 2d, 
when J received the paper, (No. II.) 
being a note from Captain William 
Dovel, a tool of the party, and there- 
fore I wrote my anſwer (No. III.) to 
Mr. Dickeſon, the owner of the ſhip, 
and on the next day I wrote my letter 
(No. IV.) to his honour the governor, 
but received no anſwer, and here 
matters reſted until Saturday the 5th 
of October, when I received informa- 
tion, that the ſhip with the ſtamps 
was come up to the town that day, 
and that a mob would be collected, 
by beating muffied drums through the 
ſtreet, and ringing the ſtate-houſe and 
church-bells muffled, which was ac- 
cordingly done all the afternoon, but 
at two o'clock the poſt arrived with 
the mail and packet, and, among 
other things, my commiſſion ; this 
the party ventured to alledge, becauſe 
there was a large packet for me; ac- 
cordingly the mod collected, chiefly 
preſbyterians and proprietary emiſ- 
ſaries, with the Chief Juſtice's (Mr. 
William Allen) ſon at their head, 
animating and encouraging the lower 
clals.--—- 

About three o'clock, the following 
perſons ; viz. James Tilghman, Eſq. 
attorney at law, Meſſieurs Robert 
Morris, Charles Thompſon, Archi- 
bald M Call, John Cox, William 
Richards, merchants, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Bradford, printers, came to me 
on a deputation from a great number 
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collected at the State-houſe; to requeſt 
my reſignation, I anſwered, it is 
true, I now have my commiſſion, but 
as two gentlemen are bound for my 
11 in the ſum of J. 5 ooo, 

could not reſign, unleſs indemnify 
my bail, Altercations on this head 
took up near an hour (low as I was), 
and at laſt they ſaid, all that was ex- 
pected of me, was, that I would not 
put the act in execution in this pro- 
vince, until his Majeſty's further 
1 was known, or until the act 

ould be put in execution in the 
neighbouring colonies; to this I 
thought proper to ſignify ſome dif. 
poſition to comply, becauſe I had 
many informations by my friends, 
that the mob intended to proceed to 
the laſt extremities, if I did not re- 


fign ; upon this the deputation with- 


drew to conſult their. aſſociates, and 
at fix o'clock I received the paper, 
(No. V.) being a peremptory de- 
mand; then the matter reſted until 
Sunday morning, when having re- 
covered my ſpirits a little from the 
fatigue of that long altercation afore- 
ſaid, I looked over the paper, and 
found it more poſitive than what had 
been mentioned the day before, and 
therefore ſent for Mr. Charles Thomp- 
ſon, one of the deputation, and aſked 
him if they were ſincere the day 
before, or whether they came to wire- 
draw what they would firſt, and then 
force the reſt, becauſe I obſerved the 
paper ſent me did not agree with the 
propoſition made to me; he ſaid he 
was fincere, and could only anſwer 
for himſelf: I replied, well, gentle- 
men, you mult look to yourſelves, 
for this is a high affair; he made 
anſwer, thus I do not know, but 
hope it will not be deemed rebellion. 
Indeed, Sir, I know no other name 
for 1t—Well, fays he, I know not 
how it may end, for we have not yet 
determined, whether we will ever 
ſuffer the act to take place here or not, 
and took his leave. On Monday 
morning, at en o' clock, the whole 

deputatioi 
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deputation came, and I offered them 
the paper (No. VI.), and after ſome 
has 41. among themſelves, they 
objected to their names being inſerted, | 
I faid, why, ſure gentlemen, you 
have not done a thing you are 
aſhamed to own ; not in the leaſt they 
ſaid, but there was no neceſſity for 
their names being inſerted, nor would 
they receive that reſignation ; where- 
upon I ſaid to Mr. Tilghman, come, 
Sir, take the pen and pleaſe yourſelf, 
for I ſee you are d-termined to be ar- 
bitrary ; he then took the pen, and 
formed the paper, (No. VII.) and 
when it was tranſcribing, I aſked 
them what they intended to do with 
the ſtamps, as they aſſumed the ſu- 
preme power in the province; they 
then looked at one another for a 
while, and ſeemed ſomewhat con- 
fuſed ; but, at' laſt, Mr. Tilghman 
replied, we did not come prepared to 
ſpeak to that head ; then another re- 
plied, let Mr. Hughes take care of 
them. TI anſwered, gentlemen, that 
cannot be, as you have now fixed 
matters; for were I to take the ſtamps 
into my care, I ſhould have your 
party come about my houſe, and pu!l 
it down, and deſtroy both me and 
them. Well, ſays another, let the 
governor take care of them ; another 
chen ſays, perhaps the governor will 
call upon Mr. Hughes to put the act 
j 


in execution, and when he declines, 
the governor perhaps will appoint an 
officer, and the act may take place. 
Here a general pauſe enſued, but at 
laſt one and all cried out, let us ſee 
who will dare put the act in exe- 
cution ; upon the governor's appoint- 
ment we will take care of that; by 
this .time the paper (No. VII.) was 
tranſcribed, and after I had ſigned it, 
they went away to proclaim it to their 
friends, and the next day I wrote the 
letter (No. VIII.) to the governor, 
and received the under-written verbal 
anſwer by my ſon. 

„ My health, at this time, will 
not permit me to be more expeditious 
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on this very extraordinary tranſaction; 
what I have ſaid, is ſufficient to 
inform you, gentlemen, and the lords 
commiſſioners, that unleſs my hands 
are ſtrengthened, it will never be in 
my power to put the act in execution. 
fFPerhaps their lordſhips, and you, 
gentlemen, may expect that the go- 
vernor will exert himſelf on the oc- 


caſion, and ſtrengthen my hands; 


but this will not happen, for on the 
day that the mob were collecting, and 
after the drums began to beat, I am 
informed his honour left the city, 
and preſently after the attorney- 
general, who is recorder of the city, 
left it alſo; whether the mayor and 
chief juſtice were out of the city, I 
cannot ſay, but this is certain, that 
no one magiſtrate or public officer ap- 
peared abroad the whole day, to diſ- 
courage the mob, or to give the leaſt 
aid or protection. All, therefore, 
that I ſhall add on this head, is, that 
if ever my hands are ftrengthened, ſo 
as it will be in my power to do my 
duty, as chief diſtributor of the 
ſtamps, I ſhall not fail to comply 
with the duties of my office in the 
ſtricteſt manner, and then I hope will 
ſufficiently ſave my ſecurities in their 
lordſhips and your opinion, as it is 
now out of my power to diſcharge my 
duty until the face of affairs are 
changed. 

In paper (No. 7.) you will ob- 
ſerve the three counties upon Delaware 
included in my reſignation, the reaſon 
of which was, that on Saturday the 
6th of October, a friend of mine pri- 
vately ſent up a little boy to inform 
me, that he had reaſon to believe a 
mob was uniting in thoſe counties, 
and would ſoon be up at Philadelphia. 
This I knew would raiſe a ſecond 
mob, and therefore I did not prevent 
it, and it has had the deſired effect. 

J am now to acknowledge the 
receipt of a letter from the ſecretary of 
the ftamp-office, and alſo a bill of 
lading for three caſes and ſeven 
packs of ſtamps for this province, ex- 

cluſive 
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cluſive of thoſe for New Jerſey and 
Maryland, but there is neither invoice 
nor bills of parcels, nor any account 
of the prices the ſtampt pape 
hment is to be ſold at. I have 
Len a printed paper, ſaid to be the 
rices of the ſtamps, &c. but as the 
Pil of lading makes me liable to the 
freight, I ſhould be glad to know 
whether the freight is included in 
theſe printed papers, or not ; if I had 
received the ftamps, I ſhould have 
been at a loſs on the iſt of November 
how to eed, but as things now 
ſtand, 1 is time for my being 
fully informed, and eſpecially with 
to the invoice of bills of par- 

cels, without which it is impoſſible 
for me to know what I am charged 
with at the ftamp-office, and how far 
the goods received agree with the 
charge. 
«« T am further to inform you, that 
I received in the packet ſent by your 
ſecretary, a bond, which in his letter 
he directed, I ſhould execute before 
the governor, or ſome other perſon of 
note, and ſent it back to the ftamp- 
office by the firſt conveyance, which 
I ſhould have punctually complied 
with, had I been in health, and had 
not our over-ruling gentry the mob 


thought fit to direct otherwiſe ; how- 
ever, I 44 in my cuſtody, 


and whenever there is a proſpect of 
carrying the act into execution, ſhall 
not fail to execute the bond, and 
tranſmit it to the ſtamp- office by the 
firſt opportunity, and alſo do every 
thing in my power faithfully to diſ- 
charge my duty. 
] am further to inform you, gen- 
tlemen, that I am extremely ob- 
noxious to the governor, men in 
wer, and that for no other reaſon, 
than that I have conſtantly, while I 
have been in the aſſembly, endea- 
voured to promote the king's intereſt, 
and given oppoſition to ſome fa- 
vourite ſchemes that tended to retard 
his Majeſty's ſervice. | 
eam alſo unfortunate enough to 


r or 
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be particularly hateful to the chief 


juſtice, becauſe I have charged him 


in the houſe of aſſembly with being a 


rebel, upon his ſaying, ** That if 
ever the government was changed, we 
ſhould find the. king's little finger 
heavier than the proprietor's loins.” 
This declaration he made in the houſe 
of aſſembly more than once, and I as 
often alledged, that his allegation 
tended to alienate the affection of the 
ſubje& from the king, and therefore 
was treaſon, and that none but a 
rebel would be guilty of it. I alſo 
am particularly Rare to the pro- 
prietary party, becauſe it was my in- 
tereſt, aſſiduity, and influence in the 
houſe of aſſembly, that enabled the 
province to ſend home Doctor Frank- 
lin, to preſent our petitions for a 
change of government, from pro- 
prictory to royal, which I hope is 
effected by this time. 


«« Since writing the above, I am 


informed that Benjamin Shoemaker, 
Eſq. who 1s one of the people called 
quakers, alſo an alderman of this 
city, met with the drummers as they 
were alarming the city, and took 
them to taſk, requiring to know by 
what authority they were endeavour- 
ing to raiſe a mob, they anſwered, if 
he would go to the State-houſe, he 
might know; he then aſked who 
ordered them to beat about the ſtreets, 
they ſaid, they had their orders from 
the cotfee- houſe. [N. B. Kept by 
the beiore-mentioned Mr. Bradford. ] 
Mr., Shoemaker then forbid them to 


proceed any further, and he ſaid he 


would go immediately to the mayor 
and have them committed ; they an- 
ſwered they could get the mayor's or- 
ders when they pleaſed. But Mr. Shoe- 
maker could not find the mayor, nor 
any officer to aſſiſt him, and therefore 
was obliged to deſiſt, leſt he ſhould 
draw the mob upon himſelf and fa- 
mily, and ſo have his houſe pulled 

„ 
* If ſome rule and order does not 
take place in America, I am * 
ure 
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ſure every perſon who has been named 
to the ſtamp- office, muſt. leave North 
America ſhortly, or they and their 
families will fall a ſacrifice to the de- 
luded populace; 

«© Common juſtice calls upon me 
to ſay, the body of people called 
quakers, ſeemed diſpoſed to pay obe- 
dience to the ſtamp- act, and fo do 
that part of the Church of England, 
and baptiſts, that are not ſome way 
under proprietary influence. But 
preſbyterians, and proprietary mi- 
nions, ſpare no pains to engage the 
Dutch and lower claſs of people, and 
render the royal government odious, 
but at the ſame time profeſs great 
loyalty to the beſt of kings, and yet 
inſinuate that his immediate govern- 
ment is intolerable. If his Majeſty 
and his miniſters knew the pains taken 
by the proprietary partiſans to give 4 
wrong bias to the minds of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubje&s, I am confident they 
would not ſuffer the powers of go- 
vernment to remain fix months in the 
hands of any proprietor on the con- 
tinent; neither ought the powers of 
government to be lodged in any 
private perſon, it being diſadvan- 
tageous to both his Majeſty's ſubjects. 

7 ſhall conclude with the following 
obſervation; viz. That if Great- 
Britain can, or will ſuffer ſuch kind 
of conduct in her colonies to paſs un- 
puniſhed, a man need not be a 
prophet, nor the ſon of a prophet, to 
ſee clearly, that her empire in North- 
America is at an end; for I dare ſay 
the mobbing gentry will immediately 
proceed to other extravagancies, as 
they will then begin to think their 
united power irreſiſtable. 

% That God, of his infinite good- 
neſs, may direct the councils and 
meaſures of his Majeſty, of his mi- 
niſters, to that which may be beſt for 
Great Britain and North America, 1s, 
and ſhall be the conſtant prayer of, 
Gentlemen, your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble ſervant, 

To the Commiſſioners JohN HUGHES. 


of the fl amp-cfſice. 


— September 17, 1765. 
- o. I. 
* As great riots and diſturbances has 
happened in ſome of the neighbouring 
colonies, occaſioned by a diſlike the 
PR have to the ſtamp-aR, and it 
eing reported that the ſtampt 
3 , &c. for the province, may 
e expected in a little time, and, 
as his Majeſty's revenue is deeply 
intereſted in the preſervation thereof, 
think it my duty to acquaint you, 
that notwithſtanding of any reports 
ſpread of my being named by the 
officers for this province, that I have 
not received either bond, commiſſion, 
nor any other information whatſoever, 
of my appointment from the ſtamp- 
office; or lords of the treaſury, and 
therefore I can have no pretenſion 
whatever, to take charge of the paper 
ſhould they arrive. This information 
I have thought neceſſary to give you, 
that you may take ſuch meaſures in 
the premiſes, as you ſhall think con- 
ſiſtent with your duty and judgment. 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble 
ſervant, JohN HudkES. 
To the Hon. John Penn, Efe. 
Lieutenant Governor f 


Pennſylwania. 
No. II. 
Sir, 


Mr. Dickenſon is is town from 
London, and the ſhip Charlotte is at 
Newcaſtle, and do not chuſe to bring 
her up till you give orders about the 


ſtamp- papers, as ſhe is a valuable 


ſhip. 
WILLIAd DowzELL. 
I pray ſend an anſwer by bearer. 
Philadelphia, 5 o clock, 2d of Oct. 1765. 
No. III. 


' o. 
Mr. Dickenſon, ö 

I received your kind notice by Mr. 

Bradford, and for anſwer, am to 

inform you, that I have not received 

from the lords of the treaſury, nor 

from any other perſon appointed by 

his Majeſty, any commiſſion or public 
information of my being the ofhcer of 
the province of Pennſylvania, and 
| | thereſore 


| 
| 
| 


vo 


therefore cannot pretend to any right 
to take charge of thoſe papers, nor 


ſhould I, were they now at the wharf; 


the governor is the officer of the 
crown, whoſe duty it is to preſerve 
and ſecure thoſe papers; to him I 
refer you for directions how to proceed 
in the premiſes, and I make no doubt 
but his honour the governor will take 
care to ſee that the papers are landed 
in a place of ſecurity, and there kept 
ſafe until ſome perſon properly com- 
miſſioned ſhall appear to demand them. 
Signed by order of my father. 
2 | Jonx Hucnes, jun. 
«To Mr. Dickenſon. Copy of 
a Letter ſent by Mr. 
Bradford*s ſon. 
No. IV; 
lr, | 
J incloſe you a letter I received 
laſt evening from Mr. Willam Do- 
vel, by which I underſtand that the 
ſtamped papers are arrived at New- 
- caſtle in the Charlotte, that the 
- owner of the veſſel does not care to 
order his ſhip into the port while 
» theſe papers are on board, left ſome 
violence ſhould be done to her; and 
as I have not the leaſt power from the 
lords of his Majeſty's treaſury, or 
any other public board, authorizing 
me to receive them, and as his Ma- 
jeſty's revenue is in con- 
cerned in their preſervation, I thought 
it my duty to give you the informa- 
tion, thar you might take ſuch mea- 
- ſures therein as your prudence ſhould 


ſuggeſt. I am, Sir, yours, 
. To John Penn, Eh.“ Joun Huchxs. 
5 No. V. | . 


A great number of the citizens of 


Philadelphia aſſembled at the ftate- 
houſe do demand of Mr. John Hughes, 
diſtributor of ſtamps for Pennſylvania, 
that he will give them aſſurance un- 
der his hand that he will not execute 
that office, and expect that he will 
give them a fair, candid, and direct 
' anſwer by Monday next ten o'clock, 


when he will be waited on for that 


purpole. | 3 
*.. Saturday, Oct. 5, 1765. . 
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Philadelphia, Monday Morning, 
Ottober 7, 1765, 
Whereas I was applied to on Sa- 
turday laſt, about three o'clock in the 
afternoon, by the following gentle- 
men, viz. James Tilghman, Eſq, 
attorney at law, Meſſrs. Robert 
Morris, Charles Thompſon, Archi- 
bald M'Call, John Cox, and Wil 
liam Richards, merchants; Mr. 
William Bradford, Printer, who aſ— 
ſured me they were ſent by a great 
number of people then aſſembled at 
the ſtate-houſe, in order to requeſt 
me to reſign the ſtamp- office; and 
after ſome converſation on the ſubject, 
Mr. Robert Morris, and ſome others, 
declared, that it was not expected or 
deſired that my reſignation ſhould be 
any other than the not accepting the 
office, and declaring every ſtep or 
meaſure that ſhould tend to put the 
late ſtamp- act into execution, until 
his Majeſty's further pleaſure ſhould 
be known, or until the act ſhould be 
generally carried into execution in 
the neighbouring colonies ; and if 
that ſhould happen, I was then at 
hberty to do as I thought proper: 
and whereas about ſix o'clock the fame 
evening, a paper was ſent me by 
ſome of theſe ſame gentlemen, in be- 
half, as I underſtand, of all thoſe 
collected at the ſtate-houſe as afore- 
ſaid, declaring, that a great number 
of the citizens of Philadelphia aſſem- 
bled at the ſtate-houſe, do demand of 
Mr. John Hughes, diſtributor of 
ſtamps for Pennſylvania, that he will 


give them aſſurance under his hand 


that he will not execute that office, 
and expect that he will give them a 
fair, candid, and direct anſwer by 
Monday next at ten o'clock, where 
he will be waited on for that pur- 
pole. 
Saturday, OF. 5, 1765. 
I do therefore return for anſwer to 
thoſe gentlemen and all their affo- 
ciates, that I have not hitherto taken 
any ſtep tending to put the late act ol 
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parliament in execution in this pro- 
vince, and that I will not either by 
myſelf or my deputies, do any act or 
thing that ſhall have the leaſt tenden- 


cy to put the ſaid act into execution 


in this province, until his Majeſty's 
future pleaſure ſhall be known, or 
until the ſaid act ſhall be put in exe- 
cution in the neighbouring calonies, 
and this I am determined to abide by, 
unleſs either the governor or com- 
mander in chief of this province for 
the time being ſhall call upon me to 
execute the ſaid act. 

And whereas my commiſſion in- 
cludes the three counties of Newcaſtle, 
Kent, and Suſſex, upon Delaware, I 
do therefore hereby voluntarily in- 
form the good people of thoſe coun- 
ties, that no act of mine ſhall either 
directly or indirectly involve them 
into any difficulties with reſpect to the 
ſaid ſtamp- act, before the ſame ſhall 
take place in the neighbouring colo- 
nies, or until his Majeſty's future 
pleaſure ſhall be known, or until the 
governor and commander in chief for 
the time being of thoſe counties ſhall 
call upon me as aforeſaid, to execute 


the ſaid act. 
(Copy)  Jonn Hoeurs. 
No. VIL 
Philadelphia, Monday Morning, 
October 7, 1765. 

Whereas about ſix o' clock on Sa- 
turday evening laſt a paper was ſent 
to me, expreſſing, that a great num 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia, &c. 
(this paper of reſignation has been 


publiſned verbatim.) 


No. VIII. 
Philadelphia, J us/day Morning, 
October 8, 1765. 

Sir, 5 
I make no doubt but you have 
heard that a great number of people 
were collected at the ſtate-houſe on 
Saturday laſt, by cauſing muffled 
drums to beat through the ſtreets of 
tais city, and by ringing the ſtate- 
houſe bell muffled, and by directing 
all enquirers to repair to the ſtate- 


51 
houſe for information; and that after 
the people were collected, a deputation 
was ſent to me demanding my reſig- 
nation of the office of chief diſtributor 
of ſtamps for this province. I am well 
informed, that great numbers of the 
ringleaders and promoters of this 
meeting declared and vowed deſtruc- 
tion to my perſon and property if I 
refuſed to gratify — jn their de- 
mands, 

My reſignation is accordingly made, 
and I beg you will be ſo kind as to 
inform me where the ſtamps are de- 
poſited, that I may by this day's poſt 
inform the lords of the treaſury what 
ſituation they are in. This you muſt 
know it is my duty to do, as the ſtamps 
were conſigned to me by their lord 
ihips, and I have the bill of lading. 
But as I am confined to my bed, and 
alſo reſtrained by the people from ex- 
ecuting my office, it is not in my 
power to know what is to be done in 
the premiſſes, I therefore pray your 
anſwer by the bearer, my ſon, which 
will oblige, Sir, your humble ſer- 
vant, JohN Huc ERS. 
To the Hon. John Penn, Eſq. 

The Governor returned the following: 
verbal Anſwer, viz. | 

Let Mr. Hughes know the ſtamps 
are on board the man of war. | 
Philadelphia, Nov. 2, 176 5. 
Gentlemen, = 
Since my laſt, a copy whereof is 
herewith ſent, nothing very extraor- 
dinary has been attempted by the 
mob, as the great men here would 
fain have it termed and believed on 
your ſide the water, and I make no 


doubt but it will be fo repreſented by 


the proprietary governor, and hig 
friends; but the truth is, that if the 
governor, or any half dozen of the 
magiſtrates, had called the ſheriff and 
conſtable to their aſſiſtance, it would 
have been very eaſy for them, with 
the aſſiſtance of my friends then col- 
leted about my houſe, to the amount. 
of not leſs than ſeven or eight hun- 
dred men of reputation, who would 
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have aſſiſted the civil officers at the 


riſque of their lives, as I did to ſup- 


preſs the Paxton riot, that intended 
to deſtroy the Indians at the barracks. 
I am now informed the governor 


has taken the oath preſcribed by the 


ſtamp-act, but his friends keep it a 
ſecret, and ſay, © who knows that he 
has,“ but it will ſoon appear here, for 


that will alter his conduct; the com- 


miſſioners and government may de- 
pend that Iwill communicate things 
as they happen, though it is at the 
riſque of my life; for the party, by 
their tools, frequently give out, that 
if they knew the man that would ſo 
far aſſiſt Britain as to inform againſt 
any man, in this or any other pro- 
vince, he ſhould not live many hours ; 
and I do aſſure the government and 
commiſſioners, that all poſitive charg- 
es made by me, can be proved by re- 

table witneſſes, But whether his 
Majeſty or his miniſtry can, or will 
wink at and overok theſe inſults and 
outrages, and permit their coloniſts to 
refuſe obedience to an act of parlia- 
ment, and alſo declare it illegal and 
unconſtitutional, and alſo permit the 
printers here to publiſh weekly the 
molt violent and inflammatory pieces 
that ever were wrote, and I am of 
opinion, that if theſe continental 
papers ſor the two or three months 
paſt were examined, many of them 
would be found rather to exceed the 
North Briton, (No. XLV.) in alie- 
nating the affections of the people 
from his Majeſty, and animating 
them to rebellion, and yet at the 
ſame time call themſelves Engliſhmen, 
and profeſs the higheſt degree of 
loyalty to his Majeſty. - I ſome time 


tell ſome of our warm blades, that it 


is a 2 of inconſiſtency to call 
themſelves Engliſhmen, becauſe gen- 


tlemen, ſay I, if you are Engliſhmen, 
you mult be bound by acts of parlia- 
ment, until that parliament releaſes 
you from that obedience, which has 
not yet been done as I know of. T'o 
this they reply our charters have done 
It abſolutely. No, gentlemen, your 


this province, and preſerve the peace 
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charters are but the declarations of the 
kings that granted them, and they 
cannot be to mean no more, 
than that the king of Great Britain 
would not arbitrarily, and without 
law, raiſe money on the ſubje& in 


America, and this all our forefathers 


ſeemed to have aſked—when they left 
Britain, and indeed it is all the kings 
of Great Britain can legally promile, 
for the king cannot bar the rights of 
the lords and commons, any more 
than they can his prerogatives. The 
anſwer then 1s, you are an enemy to 
America, and ought to have your 
brains beat out, &c. And indeed 
there is nothing has ſaved me but the 
great number of friends and relations 
that I have in this country, and, had 
it not been for their numbers, I muſt 
have reſigned my office abſolutely, or 
elſe not only me but my family and 
fortune would have fallen a ſacrifice, 
I believe I am the only ſtamp diſ- 
tnbutor that has not either reſigned 
abſolutely, or fled the province be- 
tween Virginia and Hallifax, and if 
the Virginia officer had been there, I 
think he muſt have reſigned alſo, for 
there the fire began. It is my private 
opinion, that if the province of Penn- 
ſylvania was changed from proprietary 
to a royal government, and ſome per- 
ſon appointed to govern it, that had 
both intereſt among the people, and a 
apr 1 of them, ſo as to 

able to diſplace the difloyal, and 
put in power and commiſſion ſuch 
only as could be depended on, and 
have demonſtrated ' their loyalty to 
their king ; ſuch a perſon, after the 
changes aforeſaid, might eaſily govern 


of it, and keep it in ſubjection to his 
Majeſty, which I think we hardly are 
at this time. One reaſon aſſig ned for 
not paying obedience to this a& of 
parliament, is, that we have no re- 
pre ſentative in parliament; I then 
ſay, let us petition for repreſentatives, 
O, no, we will not agree to that, 
becauſe we have repreſentatives of our 
own, and have always given many 

when 
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when we have been called on by the 
king or his miniſters, and if that will 
not do, let us have a houſe of Com- 
mons in America, to ſettle what ſhall 
be the quota of each colony when 
money is wanted—No, gentlemen 
you have forecloſed yourſelves of that, 
for you have demonſtrated your pro- 
penſity to rebellion, to that degree, 
that in my opinion the miniſtry never 
can adviſe his Majeſty to unite you 
more than you now are ; but if they 
knew our circumſtances rightly, they 
would divide us yet more, * _— 
new colonies out of Virginia, an 
3 ſome others that are already 

ut too large; but theſe things are at 
a diſtance, for Great Britain muſt firſt 
determine whether ſhe is to govern 
or not, and whether ſhe will permit 
us to put ourſelves under the pro- 
tection of France, or Spain, as many 
upon the continent declare they will 
ward off the ſtamp- act, until they can 
get France or Spain to protect them ; 
and ſome few have gone ſo far in this 
province. I muſt now contradict your 
allegation of our giving money when 
called upon. Pray has Maryland 
given one ſhilling all the laſt war, and 
did not moſt of the colonies, except 
Pennſylvania, refuſe both men and 
money for Colonel Bouquet's laſt ex- 
pedition againſt the Indians to the 
weſtward ; and when Col. Bouquet, 
by his friends, got ſome volunteers 
raiſed for the purpoſe in Virginia, 
was he not obliged to apply to the 
commiſſioners of this province to pay 
them, or elſe he muſt have paid them 
out of his private fortune ; although 
the war was on the Virginia frontier, 
and their people frequently murdered 
at that time. 

November the 3d, being Saturday 
evening, I was called upon by the 
collector, to let me know that he and 
the other cuſtom-houſe officers would 
call upon me next day, but they after- 
wards changed their plan; and on 

Tueſday the 5th, I received the 
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paper, (No. I.) and that afternoon 
returned for anſwer the paper (No. II.) 
and I now underſtand that the party 
are much diſſatisfied with my anſwer, 
and ſay 1 had no need to ſay more 
than three words; viz, I have none 
This they could have proteſted upon 
and ſent home to the cuſtom-houſe, 
but I believe they have no great in- 
clination to ſend home this letter; 
however, 1 think it my duty to ſend 
it you with a copy of theirs; alſo I 
with I knew whether the act would be 
enforced or net, for if it is to be re- 
pealed, I might reſign voluntarily in 
time, and thereby eſcape the violence 
of the party, for if the act is not 
enforced, nor I do not reſign in time, 
] ſhall not be able to go into ſome of 
the neighbouring colonies, and look 
after my intereſt during my life-time, 
for they threaten me already in Ma- 
ryland and Virginia, that if they ever 
catch me there they will make a 
ſacrifice of me; but if they ſnould be 
made ſubject to Great Britain, I ſhall 
then be in no danger, for the iſſue of 
this act will abſolutely determine 
Britain's ſovereignty in America. For, 
if by theſe rebellious actions we can 
get this act repealed, I have no doubt 
but ſome of my children may live to 
ſee a duty laid by Americans on ſome 
things imported from Britain, for I 
do not know an inſtance of a mob's 
ſitting down contented with one 
thing, unleſs they have a force able 
to quell them. 

] preſume when the remonſtrances 
from' the grand committee (who meet 
at New-York) come here, it will be 
eaſy to judge what we would be at; 
for even in this province ſome few 
ſay, if we ſtick by one another, it is 
not in the power of Britain to enforce 
it, and fay that Ireland did the ſame 
formerly, and by that means have 
eſcaped the burthen as they call it. 
I am unable at this time to give a 
more full account of the proceedings 
in America, being not recovered from 


* 
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my late illneſs. I am, gentlemen, 
with _ your molt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 

Nov. 7, 1765, JohN HucREs. 
To the commiſſtoners of 

the -OfRices 

tt No. J. 

Mr. John Hughes, . 
Sir, We have heard from public 

rt, that you are the officer ap- 
pointed to diſtribute ſtamp- papers and 
parchment in the province, purſuant 
to an act of parliament lately pub- 
Hihed in England, and we now apply 
to you, to know whether you can 
ſopply us with ſtamp papers proper 
for cockets and clearances, on which 
the duty of four-pence ſterling is im- 
poſed (if the copy we have ſeen of 
the act be genuine). We apprehend 
it is our duty to apply to you for 
them, as we cannot proceed regularly 
in the buſineſs of our office without 
them. Pleaſe to let us have your 
anſwer in writing as ſoon as poſſible, 
in order to prevent any miſtake or 
miſunderſtanding that may happen 
from a verbal conference between us. 
We beg you will be pleaſed to have a 
dire anſwer, whether you will or 
not let us have the ſtamp papers for 
the purpoſes above-mentioned. We 
are, Sir, your moſt humble ſervants, 
Caſtem-Houſe, J. SwI r, Dep. Collr. 
Philadelphia, A. Bax cLAx, Comptr. 
Now. 4, 1764. T. Grame, Naval Offr, 

No. II. 
Gentlemen, 

I received yours of the 4th inſtant, 
and cannot but infer from the con- 
tents, that you are a ſtranger in 
Pennſylvania, fince by. the tenor of 
your letter, you ſeem to be unac- 
quainted with the things that are 
come to paſs in theſe our days. 
Therefore, I think it neceſſary, be- 
fore I proceed in anſwer, to give you 
2 brief detail of what has happened. 
Firſt then, I am to inform you, that 


on Saturday the 5th of October laſt, 
the State-houſe and Chriſt-church 
bells were rung muffled, and two 
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Negro-drummers, one of whom be- 
longed to alderman Samuel MiMin, 
beat through all parts of the city with 
muffled drums, thereby alarming the 
inhabitants, In conſequence whereof, 
a large number of people was raiſed 
and aſſembled at the State-houſe, 
where it was publicly declared (as I 
am informed), that if I did not im- 
mediately reſign my office, my houſe 
ſhould be pulied down and my ſub- 
ſtance deſtroyed, but before the con- 
vention broke up, the gentlemen aſ- 
ſembled there, in part changed their 
reſolution, and by a note they at 
night tent me, indulged me till ten 
o'clock the Monday morning follow- 
ing, to ſatisfy them whether I would 
or not reſign my office as ftamp- 
diſtributor for this province. Se- 
condly, although it was currently 
reported through the city on the 4th 
of October laſt, that Capt. Halland, 
with the ſtamp papers, &c. would be 
up next day, and that a mob would 


be raiſed to deſtroy them, yet neither 


the governor, the ſupreme judges, 
the mayor, recorder, aldermen, nor 
any other juſticiary officers, (Benjamin 
Shoemaker, Eſq. excepted) took the 
leaſt notice thereof, nor uſed any 
means to preſerve the peace of the 
city, Thirdly, although on Monday 
the 7th of October, when the people 
collected at the Free Maſons lodge, 
and their delegates, who need not 
here be named, came to my houſe and 
demanded of me my anſwer, whether 
I would or would not refign my ohce 
as ſtamp- diſtributor of this province, 
yet neither the governor, the judges of 
the ſupreme court, although then ſit- 
ting, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, 
nor any of the peace-officers of this 
city, teſtiſiod the leaſt diſapprobation 


thereof, but permitted thoſe gentlemen _ 


and their aſſociates, to compel me to 
make the declaration which you may 
{ce printed in the Gazette and Penn- 
ſylvania Journal of the ioth of Oc- 
tober laſt. Fourthly, theſe gentlemen 


delegates and their aſſeciates have 


therefore 
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therefore prevented any ſtamp from 
coming into my poſſeſſion. Of con- 
ſequence, it is not in my power to 
ſupply you. But as you may be un- 
acquainted with the ſituation of the 
ſtamp papers, I do myſelf the plea- 
ſure of informing you, that his honour 
the governor, has committed them to 
the care of Capt. Hawker, com- 
mander of his Majeſty's ſhip Sardine. 
And I would likewiſe, gentlemen, 
beg leave to acquaint you, that he 
has taken, as I am informed, a ſolemn 
oath, „to do to his utmoſt, that all 
and every of the clauſes contained in 
the ſtamp-act ſhall be bona fide ob- 
ſerved ;?? wherefore I muſt refer you 
to him, as I am for the reaſons al- 
ready aſſigned, at preſent incapa- 
citated to ſupply you with ſtampt 
papers, &c. for a more full anſwer, 
if neceſſary, to your letter, Fifthly, 
if any, inconveniencies or damages, 
therefore, ſhould happen to any per- 
ſon or perſons for want of the ſtampt 
papers, the blame neither can nor 
does lie at my door, whatever it may 
of thoſe of the gentlemen delegates 
and their aſſociates. I am ſorry, 
gentlemen, that you ſuffered an in- 
ſinuation to eſcape your pen, as if I 
would not afford you a direct anſwer 
to your letter, for I am perſwaded no 
part of my conduct has given you or 
any other perſon cauſe to ſuſpect either 
my candor or integrity, therefore, 
permit me to ſay, I muſt look upon 
this infinuation both ungenerous and 
unfriendly, I am, Sirs, your hum- 
ble ſervant, | 
Philadelphia, Nov. J. Hucnes. 
$, 1705. 
Fohn Swift, Alex. Barciay, and 
I homas Grame, KEjquires. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1765. | 


Extra of Letters from Fohn Hughes, 
Ee. appointed Diftributor of the 


Stamps for Pennſylvania, to Benjamin 


Franklin, E/q. Agent for ſaid Pro- 


vince, by him, per Order, laid before 
the Parliament. 


© You are now from letter to letter 
to ſuppoſe each may be the laſt that you 
will receive from your old friend, as 
the ſpirit or flame of rebellion is got 
to a high pitch among the North 
Americans, and it ſeems to me, that 
a ſort of frenzy, or madneſs, has pot 
ſuch hold of the people of all ranks, 
that I fancy ſome lives will be loſt 
before this fire is put out; I am at 
preſent much perplexed what courſe to 
ſteer ; for, as I have given you reaſon 
to expect, I would endeavour to put 
the act in execution, and you no 
doubt have informed the commiſſioners 
I cannot in point of honor go back, 
until ſomething or other is done by 
the people to render it impoſſible for 
me to proceed ; but, perhaps when a 
mob 1s on foot, my intereſt may fall 
a ſacrifice to an infatuated multitude, 
and I know of no other way to prevent 
it, but abſolutely declaring off as all 
the reſt have done to the eaſtward, but 


as yet I cannot prevail upon myſelf, 
notwithſtanding its of & 


an act that appears to me neither loyal 
nor reputable, 


I had hitherto kept matters eaſy, 


by ſaying J had nothing to reſign, for 1 


have neither received any commiſſion 
or any other kind of writing from the 
ſtamp-office ; but when it is known I 
have received my commiſſion, I fancy 
I ſhall not eſcape the ſtorm of preſby- 
terian rage, and as Capt. Friend is 
expected every day, my doom will 
ſoon be known, but whether I may 
live to inform you, is yet in the womb 
of futurity. 
* ByGovernor Franklin's letters, and 
by my laſt, you will ſee that Mr. Cox 
has reigned the ſtamp- office for New- 
Jerſey, and there is ſcarce a day goes 
over my head, but many people call 


on me to reſign, and ſay I am an 


enemy to North-America if I do not; 
but ſince J am now and muſt 
abide by conſequences, be they what 
they will, I ſhall be exceedingly ob- 
liged to you, if it is conſiſtent with 

e 


| the threats of ſome, 
and the perſuaſions of others, to do 
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your judgment, to recommend my 
fon Hugh for Mr. Cox's ſucceſſor. 
My ſon 1s married; and ſettled in New 
Jerſey, has a good eſtate, both real 
and perſonal, and can give any ſe- 
curity that may be required—I am 
the more induced to alk this favour; as 
I think there will be no difficulty in 
putting the act in execution in that 

rovince; and, if my property, and 
perhaps my life may be loſt in this 

rovince, my ſon I. hope will be the 
otter for the office in that province, 
which may be ſome compenſation for 
what property may be loſt out of the 
15 Sept. 10, 1765. 


N 


* Our aſſembly met yeſterday, and 


this day a majority of fifteen againſt 
a com- 
mittee to New-York, to meet the 


committee of Boſton on the firſt of 


October, where they inſinuate there 
will be men ſcnt from every colony, 
in order to unite and become, as they 
expreſs it, like a bundle of rods, al- 
luding to the fable of the old man and 
his ſons. This ſcheme, or 
onion, 1s not only begun, but inde- 
fatigably puſhed forward, by the 
preibyterians principally. 

Sept. 11. This afternoon Capt. 
Friend arrived, and as he ſays he has 
no ſtamp papers on board, all ſeems 
pretty quiet at preſent. The aſſembly 
have named Joſeph Fox, Geo. Bryan, 
John Morton and John Dickinſon, as 
a committee to go to the Congreſs at 
New-York. 

Sept. 12. Our clamours run very 
high, and I am told my houie ſhall 
be pulled down and the ſtamps burnt, 
to which I give no other antwer than 
that I will defend my houſe at the 
riſque of my life. I muſt ſay that all 
the ſenſible qua kers behave prudently. 

Sept. 16. in the evening Common 
report threatens my houle this night, 
as there are bonfires and rejoicings for 
the change of miniſtry. The ſober 


and ſenſible part of the people are 
doing every thing in readineſs to ſup- 


hve till to-morrow N 


plan of 


Treſs a mob, if there ſhould be any 
ntention of riſing. I, for my part, 
am well armed with fire-arms, and 
am determined to ſtand a fiege. If I 
ve ti „ ſhall 
give you a further account, but as it 
is now about eight o'clock I am on 
my guard, and only write this be- 
tween whiles, as every noiſe or buſtle 
of the ar calls me off, 


Nine o clock. Several friends that pa- 


trole between my houſe and the coffee- 
houſe, came in juſt rtow; and ſay the 
collection of rabble begins to decreaſe 
viſibly in the ſtreets, and the appear- 
ance of danger ſeems a good deal leſs 
than it did. 

T welve o'clock. There are now ſe. 
veral hundreds of out friends about the 
ſtreet ready to ſuppreſs any mob, if it 
ſhould attempt to riſe, and the rabble 
are diſperſing. 


Sept. 17. five in the morning We 


are all yet in the land of the living, 
and our properties ſafe, thank God. 


Extra of a Leiter from Jaſeph Gal- 
loway, Eſq. dated Philadelphia, Sep- 
tember 29, 1765, to Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Eig. | 
«« 'The public papers will inform you 
of the preſent diſtracted ſtate of the 
colonies, and the many outrages and 


riots that have been occaſioned by a 


diſlike to the ſtamp-at, all which 
have been incited by the principal 
members of the colonics where they 
have been committed— Meaſures have 


not been wanting to create the ſame 


temper in the people here, in which 
ſome have been very active. In hopes 
to prevent their ill effects, I wrote a 
moderate pfece, ſigned Americanus, 
publiſhed here and at New-York, 
and ſince in Virginia, wherein you 
will ſee my ſentiments on the ſubject. 
I am told it had good effect in thoſe 
places as well as here, being much 


approved by the moderate part of the 


people; yet we ſhould not have been 
tree from riots here, if another method 
had not been taken to prevent them, 

viz. By 
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By aſſembling quietly at the inſtance 
of Mr. Hughes's friends (and not by 
order from the government of the 
city), near eight hundred ſober inha- 
bitants were poſted in different parts, 
ready to prevent any miſchief that 
ſhould be attempted by the mob, 
which effectually intimidated them and 
kept all tolerable quiet, only they 
burnt a figure that they called a ſtamp- 
man, and about midnight diſperſed. 
Great pains have been taken to per- 
ſuade and frighten Mr. Hughes into 
a reſignation of his office, but he con- 
tinues firm, and will not reſign in any 
manner that ſhall do diſhonour to his 
appointment, and I think will be able 
to put his commiſſion into execution, 
notwithſtanding the example ſet by 


other colonies. 


The King having, in his ſpeech, 
recommended to the conſideration of 
parliament the affairs of America, a 
debate naturally followed on the ad- 
dreſs. | 
The new miniſters ſpoke tenderly 
of the diſturbances and confuſions in 
America. The late miniſters (at this 
time in oppoſition) were quite the re- 
verſe. 


Earl Nugent (then Mr. Nugent) 


y inſiſted, © That the honour and dig- 


nity of the kingdom, obliged us to 
compel the execution of the ſtamp- act, 
except the right was acknowledged, 
and the repeal ſollicited as a favour. 
He computed the expence of the 
troops now employed in America for 
their defence, as he called it, to 
amount to nine-pence in the pound of 
our land tax; while the produce of the 
ſtamp- act would not raiſe a ſhilling 
a head on the inhabitants of America; 
but that a pepper-corn, in acknow- 
ledgment of the right, was of more 
value, than millions without. He 
expatiated on the extreme ingra- 
titude of the colonics; and concluded, 
with charging the miniſtry with en- 
couraging petitions to parliament, and 
inſtructions to members from trading 
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— towns, againſt the 
act. 

Mr. Pitt (now Lord Chatham) 
ſpoke next. As he always begins 
very low, and as every body was in 
agitation at his firſt riſing, his intro- 
duction was not heard, till he ſaid, 
* I came to town but to-day; I was a 
ſtranger to the tenor of his Majeſty's 
ſpeech, and the propoſed addreſs, till 
I heard them read in this houſe. 
Unconnected and unconſulted, I have 
not the means of information ; I am 
fearful of offending through miſtake, 
and therefore beg to be indulved with 
a ſecond reading of the propoſed 
addreſs.” The addreſs being read, 
Mr. Pitt went on ;—He commended 
the King's fpeech, approved of the 
addreſs in anſwer, as it decided no- 
thing, every gentleman being left at 
perfect liberty to take ſuch a part 
concerning America, as he might af- 
terwards ſee fit. One word only he 
could not approve of, an early, is 2 
word that does. not belong to the 
notice the miniſtry has given to par- 
liament of the troubles in America. 
In a matter of ſuch importance, the 
communication ought to have been 
immediate: I ſpeak not with reſpect 
to parties; I ſtand up in this place 
ſingle and unconnected. As to the 
late miniſtry, (turning himſelf to Mr. 
Grenville, who ſat within one of 
him) every capital meaſure they have 
taken, has been entirely wrong! 
© As to the preſent gentlemen, to 
thoſe at leaſt whom I have in my eye 
(looking at the bench where Mr. 
Conway fat, with the lords of the 
treaſury) I have no objection; I have 
never bcen made a ſacrifice by any of 
them. Their characters are fair; 
and J am always glad when men of 
fair character engage in his Majeſty's 
ſervice. Some of them have done me 
the honour to aik my poor opinion, 
before they would engage. Theſe will 
do me the juſtice to own, I adviſed 
them to engage; but notwithſtanding 
I love to be explicit I cannot give 

them 
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them my confidence ; pardon me, 
gentlemen, (bowing to the miniſtry). 
confidence is a plant, of flow growth 
in an aged boſom: youth is the ſeaſon 
of ulity ; by comparing events 
with each other, reaſoning from effects 
to cauſes, methinks, I plainly dif- 
cover the traces of an over-ruling in- 
fluence. | 
© 'There is a clauſe in the act of ſet- 
tlement, to oblige every miniſter to 
ſign his name to the advice which he 
ives his ſovereign. Would it were 
obſerved II have had the honour to 
ſerve the crown, and if I could have 
ſubmitted to influence, I might have 
ſtill continued to ſerve ; but I would 
not be reſponſible for others ——I 
have no local attachments: it 1s in- 
different to me, whether a man was 
rocked in his cradle on this fide or 


that fide of the Tweed. I ſought for 


merit wherever it was to be found. — 
It is my boaſt, that I was the firſt 
miniſter who looked for it, and I 
found it in the mountains of the 
north. I called it forth, and drew it 
into your ſervice, an hardy and in- 
trepid race of men! men, who, when 
left by your jealouſy, became a prey 
to the artifices of your enemies, and 
had gone nigh to have overturned the 
ſtate, in the war before the laſt. 
Theſe men, in the laſt war, were 
brought to combat on your fide : they 
ſerved with fidelity, as they fought 
with valour, and conquered for you 
in every part of the world : deteſted 
be the national reflections againſt 
them ! —— they are unjuſt, ground- 
leſs, illiberal, unmanly. When I 
ceaſed to ſerve his Majeſty as a mi- 
niſter, it was not the country of the 
man by which I was moved— but the 
man of that country wanted wiſdom, 
and held principles incompatible with 
freedom. 

© It is a long time, Mr. Speaker, 
fince I have attended in parliament. 
When the reſolution was taken in the 
houſe to tax America, I was ill in 


bed. If I could have endured to have 


been carried in my bed, ſo great was 
the agitation of my mind for the con- 
ſequences! I would have ſollicited 
ſome kind hand to have laid me down 
on this floor, to have. borne my 


teſtimony againſt it. It is now an 
act that had paſſed—I would ſpeak 
with decency of every act of this 
houſe, but I muſt beg the indulgence 
of the houſe to ſpeak of it with 
freedom. 

* I hope a day may be ſoon ap- 
pointed to conſider the ſtate of the 
nation with reſpe& to America, —I 
hope, gentlemen will come to this 
debate with all the temper and im- 
partiality his majeſty recommends, and 
the importance of the ſubject requires, 
A ſubje& of greater importance than 
ever engaged the attention of this 
houſe! that ſubject only excepted, 
when, near a century ago, it was the 
queſtion, whether you yourſelves were 
to be bound, or free. In the mean 
time, as I cannot depend upon health 
for any future day, ſuch is the nature 
of my infirmities, I will beg to ſay a 
few words at preſent, leaving the 
juſtice, the equity, the policy, the ex- 
N of the act, to another time. 

will only ſpeak to one point, a point 
which ſeems not to have been gene- 
rally underſtood -I mean to the right. 
Some gentlemen (alluding to Mr. 
Nugent) ſeem to have conſidered it 
as a point of honor. If gentlemen 
conſider jt in that light, they leave all 
meaſures of right and wrong, to follow 
a deluſion that may lead to deſtruction. 
It is my opinion tha this kingdom 
has no right to lay a tax upon the 
colomes, At the ſame time, I aſſert 
the authority of this kingdom over the 
colonies, to be ſovereign and ſupreme, 
in every circumſtance of government 
and legiſlation whatſoever. They 


are the ſubjects of this kingdom, 
equally entitled with yourſelves to all 
the natural rights of mankind and the 
peculiar privileges of Engliſhmen. 
Equally bound by its laws, and equally 
the conſtitution . 
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this free country. The Americans 
are the ſons, not the baſtards, of 
England. Taxation is no part of the 
governing or legiſlative power. — The 
taxes are a voluntary gift and grant of 
the commons alone, In legiſlation 
the three eſtates of the realm are alike 
concerned, but the concurrence of the 

ers and the crown to a tax, 1s only 
neceſſary to cloſe with the form of 2 
law. The gift and grant js of the 
commons alone. In antient days, the 
crown, the barons, and the clergy 
poſſeſſed the lands. In thoſe days, 
the barons and the clergy gave and 
oranted to the crown. They gave 
and granted what was their own. At 
preſent, ſince the diſcovery of Ame- 
rica, and other circymſtances permit- 
ting, the commons are become the 
roprietors of the land. The crown 
bh diveſted itſelf of its great eſtates. 
The church (God bleſs it) has but a 
pittance. The property of the lords, 
compared with that of the commons, 
is as a drop of water in the ocean : 
and this houſe repreſents thoſe com- 
mons, the proprietors of the lands; 
and thoſe proprietors virtually repre- 
ſent the reſt of the inhabitants. 
When, therefore, in this houſe we 
give and grant, we give and grant 
what is our own. But in an Ame- 
rican tax, what do we do? We, your 
Majeſty's commons of Great Britain, 
0 and grant to your Majeſty, what? 

ur own property? — No. We give 
and grant to your Majeſty, the pro- 
perty of your Majeſty's commons of 
America, — It is an abſurdity in 
terms. _ 

The diſtinction between legiſlation 
and taxation is eſſentially neceſſary to 
liberty. The crown, the peers, are 
equally legiſlative powers with the 
commons. If taxation be a part of 
imple legiſlation, the crown, the 
peers have rights in taxation as well as 
yourſelves : rights which they wlll 
claim, which they will exerciſe, when- 
erer the principle can be ſupported 
by power. | 
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There is an idea in ſome, that 
t he colonies are virtually repreſented 
in this houſe. I would fain know by 
whom an American is repreſented 
here? Is he repreſented by any knight 
of the ſhire, in any county in Nis 
kingdom? Would to God that re- 
ſpectable repreſentations was augment- 
ed to a greater number ! Or will you 
tell him that he is repreſented by any 
repreſentative of a borough—a bo- 
rough, which perhaps no man ever 
ſaw—This is what is called, the rot - 
ten part of the conſtitution. It 
cannot continue the century If it 
does not “ , it muſt be amputated, 
— The idea of a virtual repreſentation 
of America in this houſe, is the moſt 
contemptible idea that ever entered 
into the head of a man—It does not 
deſerve x ſerious refutation. 

The commons of America, repre- 
ſented in their ſeveral aſſemblies, have 
ever been in poſſeſſion of the exerciſe 
of this, their conſtitutional right, of 
giving and granting their own money. 

hey would have been ſlaves if they 
had not enjoyed it. At the ſame time, 
this kingdom, as the ſupreme govern- 
ing and legiſlative power, has always 
bound the colonies by her laws, by her 
regulations, and reſtrictions in trade, 
in navigation, in manufactures— in 
every thing, except that of taking 
their money out of their pockets with- 
out their conſent. Here I would draw 
the line, Quan ultra citraque neguit 
conſiſtere rectum. 

He concluded with a familiar voice 
and tone, but ſo low that it was not 


eaſy to diſtingmiſh what he ſaid. A 


confiderable pauſe enſued after Mr, 
Pitt had done ſpeaking. ' 

Mr. Conway at length got up. 
He ſaid, he had been waiting to fee 
whether any anſwer would be given to 
what had been advanced by the right 


honourable gentleman, reſerving him- 


ſelf for the reply: but as none had 
been given, he had only to declare, 
that his own ſentiments were entirely 
conformable. to thoſe of. the right 

12 honourable 
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honourable gentleman, —That they 
are ſo conformable, he ſaid, is a cir- 
cumſtance that affects me with moſt 
ſenſible pleaſure, and does me the 
| agg honour. But two things fell 
rom that gentleman which give me 
pain, as whatever falls from that 
entleman, falls from ſo great a 
eight as to make a deep impreſſion. 
I muſt endeavour to remove it. It 
was objected, that the notice given 
to parliament of the troubles in Ame- 
rica was not early, I can aſſure the 
houſe, the firſt accounts were too 
vague and imperfe& to be worth the 
notice of parliament. It is only of 
late that they have been preciſe and 
full. An over-ruling influence has 
alio been hinted at. I ſee nothing 
of it. I feel nothing of it. I diſ- 
claim it for myſelf, and (as far as my 
diſcernment can reach) for all the reſt 
of his Majeſty's miniſters.? 

Mr. Pitt ſaid, in anſwer to Mr. 
Conway, © The excuſe is a valid one, 
if it is a juſt one. 
from the papers now before the houſe.” 
Mr. Grenyille next ſtood up. He 
began with cenſuring the miniſtry 
very ſeverely, for delaying to give 
earlier notice to parliament of the diſ- 
turbances in America. He ſaid, 
They began in July, and now we 
are in the middle of January; lately 
they were only occurrences, they are 
now grown to diſturbances, to tu- 
mults and riots, I doubt they bor- 
der on open rebellion; and if the 
doctrine J have heard this day be 


confirmed, I fear they will loſe that 


name to take that of revolution. 
The goverament over them being 
diſſolved, a revolution will take place 
in America. I cannot underſtand 
the difference between external and 
internal taxes. They are the ſame 
in etfect, and only differ in name. 
That this kingdom has the ſovereign, 


the ſupreme legiſlative power over 


America, is granted. It cannot be 
denied; and taxation is a part of that 
ſovereign power. It is one branch 
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of the legiſlation. It is, it has been 
exerciſed, over thoſe who are not, 
who were never repreſented. It is 
exerciſed over the India company, the 
merchants of London, the proprietors 
of the ſtocks, and over many great 
manufacturing towns. It was exer- 
ciſed over the palatinate of Cheſter, 
and the bi ſhoprick of Durham, be- 
fore they ſent any repreſentatives to 
parliament. I appeal for proof to 
the preambles of the acts which gave 
them repreſentatives : the one in the 
reign of Henry VIII. the other in 
that of Charles II.” Mr. Grenville 
then quoted the acts, and deſired that 
they might be read; which _— 
done, he ſaid; * When I propoſe 

to tax America, I aſked the houſe, if 
any gentleman would object to the 
right ; I repeatedly aſked it, and no 
man would attempt to deny it. Pro- 
tection and obedichce are reciprocal, 
Great-Britain protects America; 
America is bound to yield obedience. 
If not, tell me where the Americans 
were emancipated? When they want 
the protection of this kingdom, they, 
are always very ready to aſk it. That 
protection has always been afforded 
them in the moſt full and ample man- 
ner. The nation has run itſelf into 
an immenſe debt to give them their 
protection; and now they are called 
upon to contribute a ſmall ſhare to- 


wards the public expence, an expence 


ariſing from themſelves, they renounce 
your authority, inſult your officers, 
and break out, I might almoſt ſay, 
into open rebellion. The ſeditious 
ſpirit of the colonies owes its birth to 
the factions in the houſe. 
men are careleſs of the conſequences 
of what they ſay, provided it anſwers 
the purpoſes of oppoſition. We were 
told we trod on tender ground ; we 
were bid to expect diſobedience, 
What was this, but telling the Ame- 
ricans to ſtand out againſt the law, 
to encourage their obſtinacy with the 
expectation of ſupport from hence ? 
Let us only hold out a little, they 

. Would 
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would ſay, our friends will ſoon be 
in power. Ungrateful people of 
America! Bounties have been ex 
tended to them. When I had the 
honour of ſerving: the crown, while 
you yourſelves were loaded with an 


enormous debt, you have given boun- 


ties on their lumber, on their iron, 
their hemp, and many other articles. 
You have relaxed, in their favour, 
the a& of navigation, that palladium 
of the Britiſh commerce ; and yet I 
have been abuſed in all the public 
papers as an _. the trade of 
America. I have been particularly 
charged with giving orders and in- 
ſtructions to prevent the Spaniſh trade, 
and thereby ſtopping the channel, by 
which alone North-America uſed to 
be ſupplied with caſh for remittances 
to this country. I defy any man to 
produce any ſuch orders or inſtruc- 
tions, I diſcouraged no trade but 
what was Ulicit, what was prohibited 
by act of parhament, delice a 
Weſt-India merchant, well know in 
the city (Mr. Long) a gentleman. of 
character, may be examined. He 
wilt tell you, that I offered to do 
every thing in my power to advance 
che trade of America, I was above 
giving an anſwer to anonymous ca- 
ſumnies; but in this place, it be- 
comes one to wipe off the aſperſion. 
Here Mr. Grenville ceated. Se- 
veral members got up to ſpeak, but 
Mr. Pitt ſeeming to riſe, the houſe 
was fo clamorous for Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Pitt, that the ſpeaker was obliged to 
call to order. After obtaining a lit- 
tle quiet, he ſaid, Mr. Pitt was 
up ;* who began with informing the 
houſe, That he did not mean to 
have gone any further upon the ſub- 
jet that day; that he had only de- 
ſigned to have thrown out a few 
kints, which, gentlemen who were 
ſo confident of the right of this king- 
dom to ſend taxes to America, might 
conſider ; might, perhaps, reflect, 
in a cooler moment, that the right 
was at leaſt equivocal. But ſince the 
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62 
gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, had not 
ſtopped on that ground, but had gone 
into the Whole; into the juſtice, the 
equity, the policy, the expediency of 
the ſtamp-act, as well as into the 
right, he would follow him through 
the whole field, and combat his ar- 
guments on every point,” 

He was going on, when the late 
Lord Strange got up, and called both 
the gentlemen, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. 
Grenville, to order, He ſaid, © they 
had both departed from the matter 
before the houſe, which was the 
King's ſpeech; and that Mr. Pitt 
was going to ſpeak twice on the ſame 
debate, although the houſe was not 
in a committee,” 

Mr. Onſlow (now Lord Onflow) 
anſwered, © That they were both in 
order, as nothing had been ſaid, but 
what was fairly deducible from the 
King's ſpeech ;* and appealed to the 
Speaker. 'The Speaker decided in 
Mr. Onfiow's favour, | 

Mr. Pitt ſaid, I do not appre- 
hend I am ſpeaking twice: I did ex- 
preſsly reſerve a part of my ſubje&, 
in order to ſave the time of this houſe, 
but I am compelled to proceed in it. 
I do not ſpeak twice ; I only finiſhed 
what 1 delignedly left imperfect. But 
if the houſe is of a different opinion, 
far be it from me to indulge a wiſh of 
tranſgreſſion, againſt order., I am 
content, if it be your pleaſure, to be 
ſilent. Here he pauſed. — The houſe 
reſounding with, Go on, go on; he 
proceeded : | | 

Gentlemen, Sir, (to the Speaker) 
I have been charged with giving 
birth to ſedition in America, They 
have ſpoken their ſentiments with 
freedom, againit this unhappy act, 
and that freedom has become their 
crime. Sorry | am to hear the liber- 
ty of ſpeech 1n this houſe, imputed as 
a crime, But the imputation ſhall 
not diſcourage me. It is a liberty I 
mean to exerciſe. No gentleman 
ought to be afraid to exerciſe it. It 
is a liberty by which the gentleman 

: who 
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who calumniates it might have pro- 
fited. He ought to have profited. 
He ought to have deſiſted from his 
project. The gentleman tells us, 
America is obſtinate; America is 
almoſt in open rebellion. I rejoice 
that America has reſiſted. 'Three 
millions of people, ſo dead to all the 
feelings of liberty, as voluntarily to 
ſubmit to be ſlaves, would have been 
fit inſtruments to make ſlaves of the 
reſt, I come not here armed at all 
points, with law caſes and acts of 

rliament, with the ſtatute book 
doubled down in dogs- ears, to defend 
the cauſe of liberty: if I had, I my- 
felf would have cited the two cafes of 
Cheſter and Durham. I would have 
cited them, to have ſhewn, that, 
even under any arbitrary reigns, par- 
liaments were aſhamed of taxing a 
people without their conſent, and al- 
towed them repreſentatives. Why 
did the gentleman confine himſelf to 
Cheſter and Durham? He might 
have taken a higher example in 
Wales; Wales, that never was taxed 
by parliament till it was incorporated. 
I would not debate a particular point 
of law with the gentleman : I know 
his abilities. I have been obliged to 
his diligent reſearches. But, for the 
defence of liberty upon a ces 

inciple, upon a conſtitutional prin- 
— it is 33 on which I ſtand 
firm ; on which I dare meet any man. 
The gentleman tells us of many who 
are taxed, and are not repreſented, 
'The India company, merchants, 
ſtock-holders, manufacturers. Surely 


many of theſe are repreſented in 


other capacities, as owners of land, 
or as freemen of boroughs. It is a 
misfortune that more are not actually 
repreſented. But they are all inha- 
bitants, and, as ſuch, are virtually 
repreſented. Many have it in their 
option to be actually repreſented. 
They have connections wit thoſe 
that elect, and they have influence 
over them. Ihe gentleman mep- 


tioned the ſtock-holders : I hope he 


does not reckon the debts of the na. 
tion as a part of the national eſtate, 
Since the acceſſion of King William, 
many miniſters, ſome of great, others 
of more moderate abilities, have taken 
the lead of government.“ 

He then went through the liſt of 
them, bringing it down till he came 
to himſelf, giving a ſhort ſketch of 
the characters of each of them, 
* None of theſe, he ſaid, thought, 
or eyer dreamed, of robbing the co- 
lonies of their conſtitutional rights. 
That was reſerved to mark the æra 
of the late adminiſtration : not that 
there were wanting ſome, when I had 
the honour to ſerve his Majeſty, to 

ropoſe to me to burn my fingers 
with an American ſtamp act. With 
the enemy at their back, with our 
bayonets at their breaſts, in the day 
of their diſtreſs, perhaps the Ameri- 
cans would have ſubmitted to the im- 
poſition ; but it would have been 
taking an ungenerous, and unjuſt ad- 
vantage. The gentleman boaſts of 
his bounties to America! Are not 
thoſe bounties intended finally for the 
benefit of this kingdom ? If they are 
not, he has miſapplied the national 
treaſures, I am no courtier of Ame- 
rica, I ſtand up for this kingdom. 
J maintain, that the parliament has 
a right to bind, to reſtrain America. 
Our legiſlative power over the colo- 
nies is ſovereign and ſupreme. When 
it ceaſes to be ſovereign and ſupreme, 
I would adviſe every gentleman to 
fell his lands, if he can, and embark 
for that country, When two coun- 
tries are connected together, like 
England and her colonies, without 
being incorporated, the one muſt ne- 
ceſlarily govern ; the greater muſt 
rule the leſs; but fo rule it, as not 
to contradict the fundamental prin- 
ciples that are common to both. 

If the gentleman does not under- 
ſtand che difference between internal 
and external taxes, I cannot help it; 
but there is a plain diſtinction between 
taxes levied for che purpoſes of raiſing 

a re- 
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a revenue, and duties impoſed for 
the regulation of trade, for the ac- 
commodation of the ſubject; altho', 
in the conſequences, ſome revenue 
might incidentally ariſe from the lat- 
3 | 
The gentleman aſks, when were 
the colonies emancipated ? But I de- 
fire to know, when they were made 
flaves? But I dwell not 3 words. 
When J had the honour of ſerving his 
Majeſty, I availed myſelf of the means 
of information, which I derived from 
my office: I ſpeak therefore from 
knowledge. My materials were good. 
I was at pains to collect, to digeſt, 
to conſider them; and I will be bold 
to affirm, that the profits to Great- 
Britain from the trade of the colonies, 
through all its branches, is two mil- 
lions a year. This is the fund that 
carried you triumphantly through the 
laſt war. The eſtates that were rent- 
ed at two thouſand pounds a year, 
threeſcore years ago, are at three 
thouſand pounds at preſent. Thoſe 
eſtates ſold then from fifteen to eigh- 
teen years purchaſe ; the ſame may 
be now fold for thirty. Vou owe 
this to America. This is the price 
that America pays you for her protec- 
tion. And ſhall a miſerable financier 
come with a boaſt, that he can fetch 
à pepper- corn into the Exchequer, to 
the Joſs of millions to the nation! 
I dare not ſay, how much higher theſe 
profits may be augmented. Omit- 
ting the immenſe increaſe of people, 
by natural population, in the north- 
ern colonies, and the migration from 
every part of Europe, I am convin- 
ced the whole commercial ſyſtem of 
America may be altered to advan- 
You have prohibited, where 
you ought to have encouraged ; and 
you have encouraged where you ought 
to have prohibited. Improper re- 
ſtraints have been laid on the conti 
nent, in favour of the iſlands. You 
have but two nations to trade with in 
America. Would you had twenty ! 
Let acts of parliament in conſequence 


* 


PRIOR DOCUMENT S. 63 


of treaties remain, but let not an 


Engliſh miniſter become a cuſtom- 
houle officer for Spain, or for any fo- 
reign power. Much is wrong, much 
may be amended for the general 
good of the whole. SP 

* Does the gentleman complain he 
has been miſrepreſented in the public 
prints ? It is a common misfortune. 
In the Spaniſh affair of the laſt war, 
I was abuſed in all the news-papers, 
for having adviſed his Majeſty to vio- 
late the law of nations with regard to 
Spain. 'The abuſe was induſtriouſly 
circulated even in hand-bills. If 
ad miniſtration did not propagate the 
abuſe, adminiſtration never contra- 
dicted it. Iwill not ſay what advice 
I did give to the King. My advice 


15 1n writing, ſigned by myſelf, in 


the poſſeſſion of the crown. But I 
will ſay, what advice I did not give 
to the King: I did not adviſe him 
to violate any of the laws of nations. 

* As to the report of the gentle- 
man's preventing in ſome way the 
trade for bullion with the Spaniards, 
it was ſpoken of ſo confidently, that 
I own 1 am one of thoſe who did be- 
heve it to be true. 

The gentleman muſt not wonder 
he was not contradicted, when, as 
the miniſter, he aſſerted the right of 
parliament to tax America. I know 
not how it is, but there is a modeſty 
in this houſe which does not chuſe to 
contradict a miniſter. I wiſh gentle- 
men would get the better of this mo- 
deſty. If they do not, perhaps, the 
collective body may begin to abate 
of its reſpe& for the repreſentative. 
Lord Bacon had told me, that a great 
queſtion would not fail of being agi- 
tated at one time or another. I was 
willing to agitate that at the proper 
ſeaſon, the German war: my Ger- 
man war, they called it. Every ſeſ- 
ſions J called out, has any body any 
objections to the German war? No 
body would object tO it, One gentle- 
man only excepted, ſince removed to 
the upper houſe, by ſucceſſion to an 
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I will undertake for America, that the - 


ancient barony,* (meaning Lord le 
Deſpencer, formerly Sir Francis Daſh- 
wood ;) he told me, he did not like 
a German war.” I honoured the 
man for it, and was ſorry when he 
was turned out of his poſt. 

A great deal has been faid without 
doors, of the power, of the ſtrength 
of America. It is a topic that ought 
to be cautiouſly meddled with. In 
a good cauſe, on a found bottom, the 
force of this country can cruſh America 
to atoms. I know the valour of your 
troops. I know the {kill of your of- 
ficers. There is not a company of 
foot that has ſerved in America, out 
of which you may not pick a man of 
ſufficient knowledge and experience, 
to make a governor of a colony there. 
But on this ground, on the ſtamp-act, 
when ſo many here will think it a 
crying injuftice, I am one who will 
litt up. my hands againſt it. 

In ſuch a cauſe, your ſucceſs would 
be hazardous. —America, if ſhe fell, 
would fall like the ſtrong man. She 
would embrace the pillars of the ſtate, 
and pull down the conſtitution along 


with ner. Is this your boaſted peace? 


Not to ſheath the ſword in its ſcab- 
bard, but to ſheath it in the bowels 
of your couatrymen? Will you quar- 
rel with yourielves, now the whole 
houſe of Bourbon is united againſt 
you? While France diſturbs your 
fiſheries in Newtoundland, embar- 


raſſes your ſlave trade to Africa, and 


witholds from your ſubjects in Canada, 
their property ſtipulated by treaty ; 
while the ranſom tor Manillas is de- 
nied by Spain, and its gallant con- 
queror baſely traduced into a mean 
plunderer, a gentleman, (Sir W. 
Draper) whoſe noble and generous 
ſpirit would 89 honour to the proudeſt 
grandee of the country. The Ame- 
ricans have not acted in all things 
with prudence and temper. They 
have been wroaged. They have been 
driven to madnets by injuſtice. Will 
you puniſh them tor the madneſs you 
have occaſioned ? Rather let prudence 


and temper come fir from this ſide. 


8 


will follow the example. There are 
two lines in a ballad of Prior's, of a 
man's behaviour to his wife, ſo ap- 
plicable to you and your colonies, 
that I cannot help repeating them: 

© Be to her faults a little Plind : 

© Be to her virtues very kind. 

* Upon the whole, I will beg leave 
to tell the houſe what is really my 
opinion. It is, that the ſtamp-a& 
be repealed abſolutely, totally, and 
immediately. That the reaſon for 
the repeal be aſſigned, becauſe it was 
founded on an erroneous principle, 
At the ſame time, let the ſovereign 
authority of this country over the co- 
lonies, be aſſerted in as ſtrong terms 
as can be deviſed, and be made to 
extend to every point of legiſlation 
whatſoever. That we may bind their 
trade, confine their manufactures, and 
exerciſe every power whatſoever, ex- 
cept that of taking their money 
out of their pockets without their 
conſent !— 


This debate determined the repeal 
of the ſtamp- act. At the ſame time 
a bill was brought in, and paſſed, 
for ſecuring the dependence of Ame- 
rica on Great Britain, in which it 
was aſſerted, «© That the Parliament 


of Great Britain had a right to bind 
tae Colonies in all caſes whatſoever.” 


When the bill to repeal the ſtamp- 
at, was before the committee of the 
houſe of commons, Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin was examined at the bar of 
the houſe, on the affairs of America. 
The following is a copy of the exa- 
mination. | 

Q. What 1s your name, and place 
of abode ? 

A. Franklin, of Philadelphia. 

Q Do the Americans pay any con- 
ſiderable taxes among themſelves ? 

A. Certainly many, and very hea 
taxes. FOOTY Do TO 

Q What are the preſent taxes in 
Penulylvania, laid by the laws of the 
colony ? A. There 


* 
* 
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A. There are taxes on all eſtates 
real and perſonal, a poll-tax, a tax 
on all offices, profeſſions, trades and 
buſineſſe according to their profits; 
an exciſe on all wine, rum, and other 
ſpirits; and a duty of ten pounds per 
head on all Negroes imported, with 
ſome other duties. 

Q. For what purpoſes are thoſe 
taxes laid ? 


A. For the ſupport of the civil and 


military eſtabliſhments of the country, 
and to diſcharge the heavy debt con- 
tracted in the Faſt war. 

Q How long are thoſe taxes to 


continue ? 


A. Thoſe for diſcharging the debt 
are to continue till 1772, and longer, 
if the debt ſhould not be then all diſ- 
charged. The others muſt always 
continue. | # 

Q Was it not expected that the 
debt would have been ſooner diſ- 
charged ? | 
A. It was, when the peace was 
made with France and Spain—But a 
freſh war breaking out with the In- 
dians, a freſh load of debt was in- 
curred, and the taxes, of courſe, con- 
unued longer by a new law. 

Q. Are not all the people very 


able to pay thoſe taxes ? 


A. No. The frontier counties, all 
along the continent, have been fre- 
quently ravaged by the enemy, and 


greatly impoveriſhed, are able to pay 


very little tax. And therefore, in 
conſideration of their diſtreſſes, our 
late tax laws do realy favour thoſe 
counties, excuſing the ſufferers ; and 
I ſuppoſe the ſame is done in other 
government, | 

Q. Are not you concerned in the 
management of the polt-oftice in Ame- 
rica ? | 

A. Yes. I am deputy poſt-maſter 
general of North-America. 

Q. Don'c you think the diſtribution 
of ſtamps, by poſt, to all the inha- 
bitants, very practicable, if there 
was no oppoſition ? | | 

A. The poſts only go along the 


ſea- coaſts; they do not, except in a 
few inſtances, go back into the 


country; and if they did, ſending 


for ſtamps by poſt would occaſion an 
expence of poſtage, amounting, in 
many caſes, to much more than that 
of the ſtamps themſelves. 
Q. Are you acquainted with New- 
foundland ? 97 

A. I never was there. 

Q. Do you know whether there are 
any poſt-roads on that ifland? 

A. I have heard that there are no 
roads at all; but that the commu- 
nication between one ſettlement and 
-another is by ſea only. 5 

Q. Can you diſperſe the ſtamps by 
poſt in Canada ? 

A. There is only a poſt between 
Montreal and Quebec. 'The inha- 
bitants live ſo ſcattered and remote 
from each other, in that vaſt country, 
that poſts cannot be ſupported among 
them, and therefore they cannot get 
ſtamps per poſt. The Engliſh co- 
lonies too, along 
very thinly ſettled. 

Q. From the thinneſs of the back 
ſettlements, would not the ſtamp-act 
be extremely inconvenient to the in- 
habitants, if executed ? | 

A. To be ſure it would ; as many 
of the inhabitants could not get ſtamps 
when they had occaſion for them, 
without taking long journeys, and 
ſpending perhaps three or four pounds, 
that the crown might get ſix-pence. 

Q. Are not the colonies, from 
their circumſtances, very able to pay 
the ſtamp duty. | 

A. In my opinion, there is not 
gold and ſilver enough in the colonies 
to pay the ſtamp duty for one year. 

Q. Don't you know that the money 
ariſing from the ſtamps was all to be 
laid out in America ? 

A. I know it 1s appropriated by the 
act to the American ſervice; but it 
will. be ſpent in the conquered colo- 
nies, where the ſoldiers are, not in 
the colonies that pay it. 

Q. Is there not a balance of trade 
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due from the colonies whete the troops 
are poſted, that will bring back the 
money to the old colonies ? t 
A. I think not. I believe very 
little would come back. I know of 
no trade likely to bring it back.. I 
think it would come from the colonies 
where it was ſpent directly to Eng- 
land ; for I have always obſerved, 
that in every colony the more plenty 
the means of remittance to England, 
the more goods are ſent for, and the 
more trade with England carrie 


ON. 

Q. What number of white inha- 
bitants do you think there are in 
Pennſylvania ? 

A. I ſnppoſe there may be about 
160,000. 2 

What number of them are 
Quakers? 

A. Perhaps a third. 

Q. What number of Germans ? 

A. Perhaps another third ; but 1 
cannot ſpeak with certainty. | 

Q, Have any number of the Ger- 
mans ſeen ſervice, as ſoldiers, in 
Europe ? 

A. Yes,—many of them, both in 
Europe and America. | 

Q. Are they as much diſſatisfied 
with the ſtamp-duty as the Engliſh ? 

Az Yes; and more; and with 
reaſon, as their ſtamps are, in many 
caſes, to be double, 

Q. How many white men do you 
ſuppoſe there are in North-America: 
A. About 300,000, from ſixteen 
to ſixty years of age. | 


Q. What may be the amount of 


one year's imports into Pennſylvania 
from Britain? 


A. I have been informed that our 


merchants compute the imports from 
Britain to be above 500,000 pounds. 

Q. What may be the amount of the 

roduce of your province exported to 

Britain ? | 

A. It muſt be ſmall, as we produce 
little that is wanted in Britain, I 
ſuppoſe it cannot exceed 40,000 
Pounds; | 
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Q. How then do you pay the 
balance? | 

A. The balance is paid by our pro- 
duce carried to the Weſt-Indies, and 
fold in our own iflands, or to the 
French, Spaniards, Danes and Dutch; 
by the fame carried to other colonies 
in North-America, as to New-Eng- 
land, Nova-Scotia, Newfoundland, 
Carolina and Georgia ; by the ſame 
carried to different parts of Europe, as 
Spain, Pottugal and Italy. In all 
which places we receive either money, 
bills of exchange, or commodities that 
{uit for remittance to Britain; which, 
together with all the profits on the 
induſtry of our merchants and ma- 
riners, ariſing in thoſe circuitous voy- 
ages, and the freights made by theit 
ſhips, center finally in Britain to diſ- 
charge the balance, and pay for Britiſh 
manufactures continually uſed in the 
province, or ſold to foreigners by our 
tradets. | 

Q Have you heard of any difh- 
culties lately laid on the Spaniſh 
trade ? Sod Ga | 

A. Yes, I have heard that it has 
been greatly obſtructed by ſome new 
regulations, and by the Engliſh men 
of war and cutters ſtationed all along 
the coaſt in America, 

Q, Do you think it right that 


America ſhould be protected by this 


country, and pay no part of the 
expence ? 

A. That is not the caſe. The co- 
lonies raiſed, cloathed and payed, 
during the laſt war, near 25000 men, 
and ſpent many millions. 

Q Were not you reimburſed by 
parhament ? | 

A. We were only reimburſed what, 
in your opinion, we had advanced 
beyond our proportion, or beyond 
what might reaſonably be expected 
from us; and it was a very {mall part 
of what we ſpent. Pennſylvania, in 
particular, diſburſed about 500,000 
pounds, and the reimburſements in 
the whole, did not exceed 60,000 


pounds. ; 
Q. You 


9 
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Q. You have ſaid that you pay 
heavy taxes in Pennſylvania ; what do 
they amount to in the pound ? 

A. The tax on all eſtates, real and 
perſonal, is eighteen - pence in the 
pound, fully rated; and the tax on 
the profits of trades and profeſſions, 
with other taxes, do, I ſuppoſe, make 
full half a crown in the pound. 

Q. Do you know any thing of the 
rate of exchange in Pennſylvania, and 
whether it has fallen lately ? | 

A. Itis commonly from 170 to 175. 
I have heard that it has fallen lately 
from 175 to 162 and a half, owing, 
I ſuppoſe, to their leſſening their 
orders for goods; and when their 
debts to this country are paid, I think 
the exchange will probably be at par. 

Q. Do not you think the people of 
America would ſubmit to pay the 


ſtamp- duty, if it was moderated ? * 


A. No, never, unleſs compelled by 
force of arms. | 
Q. Are not the taxes in Pennſyl- 
vania laid on unequally, in order to 
burthen the Engliſh trade, particu- 
larly the tax on profeſſions and bu- 
ſineſs ? | 

A. It is not more burthenſome in 


proportion than the tax on lands, It 


is intended, and ſuppoſed to take an 
equal proportion of profits. _ 

. How is the aſſembly compoſed ? 
Of what kind of people are the mem- 
bers, landholders or traders ? 

A. It is compoſed of landholders, 
merchants and artificers. 

Q. Are not the majority land- 
holders? 

A. I believe they are. 

Do not they, as much as poſ- 
ſible, fhift the tax off from the land, 
to eaſe that, and lay the burthen 
heavier on trade? | 

A. I have never underſtood it ſo. 
never heard fuch a thing ſuggeſted. 
And indeed an attempt of that kind 
could anſwer no purpoſe. The mer- 
chant or trader is always ſkilled in 
figures, and ready with his pen and 
ink. If unequal burthens are laid on 


* 


his trade, he puts an additional price 
on his goods; and the conſamers, 
who are chiefly landholders, finally 
pay the greateſt part, if not the 
whole. | 

Q. What was the temper of Ame- 
rica towards Great Britain before the 
year 1763? 

A. The beſt in the world. They 
ſubmitted willingly to the government 
of the crown, and paid, in all their 
courts, obedience to acts of parlia- 
ment. Numerous as the people are 
in the ſeveral old provinces, they coſt 
you nothing in forts, citadels, gar- 
riſons or armies, to keep them in ſub- 
jection. They were governed by this 
country at the expence only of a little 

en, ink and paper. They were led 
y a thread. They had not only a 
reſpect, but an affection for Great- 


Britain, for its laws, its cuſtoms and 


manners, and even a fondneſs for its 

faſhions, that greatly increaſed the 

commerce, Natives of Britain were 

always treated with particular regard ; 

to be an Old England-man was, of 

itſelf, a character of ſome reſpect, and 
ave a kind of rank among us. 

Q. And what 1s their temper now. 

A. O, very much altered. 

Q. Did you ever hear the authority 
of parliament to make laws for Ame- 
rica queſtioned till lately? 

A. The authority of parliament 
was allowed to be valid in all laws, 
except ſuch as ſhould lay internal 
taxes. It was never diſputed in laying 
duties to regulate commerce. 

Q. In what proportion hath popu- 
lation increaſed in America? 

A. I think the inhabitants of all 
the provinces together, taken at a me- 
dium, double in about twenty-five 
years, But their demand for Britiſh 
manufactures increaſes much faſter, as 


the conſumption is not merely in pro- 


portion to their numbers, but grows 
with the growing abilities of the ſame 
numbers to pay for them. In 1723, 
the whole importation from Britain to 
Pennſylvania, was but about 15, oo 


K 2 pound 
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pounds fterling ; it is now near half 
a million. 

Q. In what light did the people of 
America uſe to confider the parliament 
of Great-Britain ? 

A. They conſidered the parliament 
as the great bulwark and ſecurity of 
their liberties and privileges, and al- 
ways ſpoke of it with the utmoſt re- 
ſpect and veneration. Arbitrary mi- 
niſters, they thought, might poſſibly, 
at times, attempt to oppreſs them; 
but they relied on it, that the parlia- 
ment, on application, would always 
give redreſs. They remembered, with 
gratitude, a ſtrong inſtance of this, 
when a bill was brought into parlia- 
ment, with a clauſe, to make royal 
inſtructions laws in the colonies, which 
the houſe of commons would not paſs, 
and it was thrown out. 

Q. And have they not ſtill the ſame 
reſpe& for parhament ? 

A. No z it is greatly lefſened. 

Q. To what cauſes is that owing ? 

A. To a concurrence of cauſes ; 
the reſtraints lately laid on their trade; 
by which the bringing of foreign gold 
and filver into the colonies was pre- 
vented ; the prohibition' of making 
paper money among themſelves ; and 
then demanding a new and heavy tax 
by ſtamps ; taking away, at the ſame 
time, trials by juries, and refuſing to 
receive and hear their humble pe- 
titions. 

Q. Don't you think they would 
ſubmit to the ſtamp- act, if it was 
modified, the obnoxious parts taken 
out, and the duty reduced to ſome 
par iculars, of ſmall moment? 


le more at their eaſe in America than 
in England? | 

A. They may be le, if they are 
ſober and diligent, as they are better 
paid for their labour. | 

Q. What is your opinion of a 
future tax, impoſed, on the ſame prin- 
ciple with that of the ſtamp- act; how 
would the Americans receive it? 

A. Juſt as they do this. They 

-would not pay it. 

Q. Have not you heard of the re- 
ſolutions of this houſe, and of the 
houſe of lords, aſſerting the right of 
parliament relating to America, in- 
cluding a power to tax the people 
there ? 

A. Yes, I have heard of ſuch re- 
ſolutions. 

Q What will be the opinion of 
the 


mericans on thoſe reſolutions ?- 


ſtitutional and unjuſt, 

Q. Was it an opinion in America 
before 1763, that the parliament had. 
no right to lay taxes and duties 
there ? 

A. I never heard any objection to 
the right of laying duties to regulate 
commerce ; but a right to lay internal. 
taxes was never ſuppoſed to be in par- 


liament, as we are not repreſented 
there. | 


opinion, that the people in America 
made any ſuch diſtinction? 

A. I know that whenever the ſubject 
has occurred in converſation where J 
have been preſent, it has appeared to 
| be the opinion of every one, that we 
A. No; they will never ſubmit could not be taxed in a parliament 
to it. | | wWuhere we were not repreſented. But 

Q. What do you think is the rea - the payment of duties laid by act of 
ſon that the people of America in- parliament, as regulations of com- 
creaſe faſter than in England ? merce was never diiputed, 

A. Becauſe they marry younger, Q. But can you name any act of 
and more generally. p aſſembly, or public act of any of your 

Q. Why fo? governments, that made ſuch diſ- 

A. Becauſe any young couple that tinction! LEY | 
are induſtrious, may eaſily obtain land A. I do not know that there was 
of their own, on which they can raiſe any ; I think there was never an oc- 
a family) | . , 


Q. Are not the lower rank of peo- a 


A. They will think them uncon- 


Q. On what do you found your 


caſion 


r — — 
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caſion to make any ſuch act, till now 


that you have attempted to tax us; that 


has occaſioned reſolutions of aſſembly, 
declaring the diſtindion, in which I 
think every aſſembly on the continent, 


have becn unanimous. 1 
Q. What chen could occaſion con- 


verſations on that ſubject before that 
time. 


A. There was in 1 754 a propoſition. 


made (I think it came from hence) 
that in caſe of a war, which was then 
apprehended, the governdrs of the 
colonies ſhould meet,. and order the 
levying of troops, building of forts, 
and taking every other neceſſary mea- 


ſure for the general defence; and. 


ſhould draw on the treaſury here for 


the ſums expended, which were after- 


wards to be raiſed in the colonies by a 
general tax, to be laid on them by act 
of parliament. This occaſioned a 
good deal of converſation on the ſub- 
ect, and the general opinion was, 
that the parliament neither would nor 
could lay any tax on us, till we were 
duly repreſented in parliament, be- 
cauſe it was not juſt, nor agreeable to 
the nature of an Engliſh conſtitution. 

Q. Don't you know there was a 
time in New-York, when it was 
under conſideration to make an ap- 
plication to parhament to lay taxes on 
that colony, upon a deficiency arifing 
from the aſſembly's refuſing or ne- 
glecting to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies 


© ior the ſupport of the civil govern- 


ment ? 

A. I never heard of it. 

Q. There was ſuch an application 
under conſideration in New-York ; 
and do you apprehend they could ſup- 
poſe the right of parhament to lay a 
tax in America was only local, and 
confined to the caſe of a deficiency in 
a particular colony, by a refuſal of its 
altembly to raiſe the neceſſary ſup- 
plies ? : 

A. They could not ſuppoſe ſuch a 
caſe, as that the aſſembly would not 


Iniſe the neceſſary ſupplies to ſupport 


and every member in every aſſembly, 


its own government. An affembly 
that would refuſe it muſt want com- 
mon ſenſe, which cannot be ſuppoſed. 
I think there never was any ſuch caſe at 
New-York, and that it muſt be a 
miſrepreſentation, or the fact muſt be 
miſunderſtood, I know there have 
been ſome attempts, by miniſterial 
inſtructions from hence, to oblige the 
aſſemblies to ſettle permanent ſalaries 
on governors, which they wiſely re- 
fuſed to do; but I believe no aſ- 
ſembly of New-York, or any other 
colony, ever refuſed duly to ſupport 
government by proper allowances, 
from time to time, to public officers. 

Q But in caſe a governor, acting 
by inſtruction, ſhould call on an aſ- 
ſembly to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies, 
and the aſſembly ſhould refuſe to do 
it, do you not think it would then be 
for the good of the people of the 
colony, as well as neceſſary to govern= 
ment, that the parliament ſhould tax 
them ? 

A. I do not think it would be ne- 
ceſſary. If an aſſembly could poſſibly 
be ſo abſurd as to refuſe raiſing the 
ſupplies requiſite for the maintenance 
of government among them, they 
could not long remain in ſuch a 
fituation ; the diſorders and confuſion 
occaſioned by it muſt ſoon bring them 
to reaſon. 

If it ſhould not, ought not the 
nght to be in Great-Britain of apply- 
ing a remedy ? 

A. A right only to be uſed in ſuch 
a Caſe, I ſhould have no objection to, 
ſuppoſing it to be uſed merely for the 
good of the people of the colony. 

Q. But who is to judge of that, 
Britain or the colony ? 

A. Thoſe that feel can beſt judge. 

Q. You fay the colonies have al- 
ways ſubmitted to external taxes, and 
object to the right of parliament only 
in laying internal taxes ; now can you 
ſhew that there is any kind of dif- 
ference between the two taxes to the 
colony on which they may be laid ? 
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A. I think the difference is very 
great. An external tax is a duty laid 
on commodities imported; that duty 
is added to the firſt coſt, and other 
charges on the commodity, and when 
it is offered to ſale, makes a part of 
the price. If the people do not like 
It at that price, they refuſe it ; they 
are not obliged to pay it. But an 
internal tax 1s forced from the people 
without their conſent, if not laid by 
their own repreſentatives. The ſtamp 
act ſays, we ſhall have no commerce, 
make no exchange of property with 
each other, neither purchaſe nor 
grant, nor recover debts ; we ſhall 
neither marry nor make our wills, 
unleſs we pay ſuch and ſuch ſums, 
and thus it is intended to extort our 


money from us, or ruin us by the 


uences of refuſing to pay it. 

Q. But uppofing the internal tax 
or duty to be laid on the neceſſaries of 
life imported into your colony, will 
not that be the ſame thing in its 
effects as an internal tax? 

A. I do not know a ſingle article 
imported into the northern colonies, 
but what they can either do without, 
or make themſelves. 

Q. Don't you think cloth from 
England abſolutely neceſſary to them ? 

A. No, by no means abſolutely 
neceſſary; with induſtry and good 
management they may very well 
ſupply themſelves with all they want. 

Q. Will it not take a long time 
to eſtabliſh that manufacture among 
them; and muſt they not in the 
mean while ſuffer greatly? 


A. I think not. They have made 


a ſurpriſing progreſs already. And I 
am of opinion, that before their old 
clothes are worn out, they will have 
new ones of their own making. 

Q. Can they poſlibly find wool 
enough in North-America? 

A. They have taken ſteps to in- 
creaſe the wool. They entered into 
general combinations to eat no more 
tamb, and very few lambs were killed 
Liſt year. This courſe perſiſted in, 


will ſoon make a prodigious difference 
in the quantity of wool. And the 
eſtabliſhing of great manufactories, 
like thoſe n the clothing towns here, 
is not neceſſary, as it is where the 
buſineſs is to be carried on for the pur. 
poſes of trade. The people will all 
ſpin, and work for themſelves, in their 
own houſes. 

Q Can there be wool and manu- 
facture enough in one or two years? 

A. In three years, I think, there 
may. 

Q. Does not the ſeverity of the 
winter, in the northern colonies, oc- 
caſion the wool to be of bad quality? 

A. No; the wool is very fine and 
good. 

QQ. In the more ſouthern colonies, 
as in Virginia, don't you know that 
the wool is coarſe, and only a kind of 
hair ? 

A. I don't know it. I never heard 
it. Yet I have been ſometimes in 
Virginia. I cannot fay I ever took 
particular notice of the wool there, 
but I believe it is good, though I 
cannot ſpeak poſitively of 1t ; bat 
Virginia, and the colonies ſouth of it, 
have leſs occaſion for wool ; their 
winters are ſhort, and not very ſevere, 
and they can very well clothe them- 
ſelves with linen and cotton of their 
own raiſing for the reſt of the year. 

Q. Are not the people in the more 
northern colonies obliged to fodder 


their ſheep all the winter ? 


A. In ſome of the molt northern 

colonies they may be obliged to do it 
{ome part of the winter. 
Q. Conſidering the reſolutions of 
parliament, as to the right, do you 
think, if the ſtamp- act is repealed, 
that the North- Americans will be ſa- 
tisſted? | 

A. I believe they will ? 

Q. Why do you think fo? 

A. I think the reſolutions of right 
will give them very little concern, is 
they are never attempted to be carried 
into practice. The colonies will pro- 
bably conſider themſelves in the ſame 

e ſituation, 


* 


Fd el 
ſituation, in that reſpect, with Ire- 
iand ; they know you claim the ſame 
richt with regard to Ireland, but you 
never exerciie it. And they may 
believe you never will exerciſe it in 
the colonics, any more than in Ire- 
land, unleſs on ſome very extraordi- 
nary occaſion. 9 

Q. But who are to be the judges of 
that extraordinary occaſion? Is not 
the p:rliament ? 

A. 'Though the parliament may 
judge of the occaſion, the people will 
think it can never exerciſe ſuch nght, 
till repreſentatives from the colonies 
are admitted into parhament, and 
that whenever the occaſion ariſes, re- 
preſentatives will be ordered. 

Q. Did you never hear that Mary- 
land, during the laſt war, had refuſed 
to furniſh a quota towards the com- 
mon defence? 

A. Maryland has been much miſ- 
repreſented in that matter. 
land, to my knowledge, never re- 
fuſed to contribute, or grant aids to 
the crown. The aſſemblies every 
year, during the war, voted conſider- 
able ſums, and formed bills to raiſe 
them. The bills were, according to 
the conſtitution of that province, ſent 
up to the council, or upper houie, for 
concurrence, that they might be pre- 
ſented to the governor, in order to be 
enacted into laws. Unhappy diſ- 
putes between the two houſes ariſing, 
from the defects of that conſtitution 
principally, rendered all the bills but 
one or two Abortive. The proprie- 
tary's council rejected them. It is 
true, Maryland did not contribute 
its proportion, but it was, in my 
opinion, the fault of the government, 
not of the people. 

Q. Was it not talked of in the 


other provinces as a proper meaſure 


to apply to parliament to compel 
them ? | 
A. I have heard ſuch diſcourſe; 
but as it was well known, that the 
people were not to blame, no ſuch 


Mary- 


application was ever made, nor any 
ſtep taken towards it. 

Q. Was it not propoſed at a pub- 
lic meeting ? | 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Do you remember the aboliſh- 
ing of the paper currency in New- 
England, by act of aſſembly ? 

A. I do remember its being abo- 
liſhed, in the Maſſachuſett's- bay. 

Q. Was not lieutenant-governor 


Hutchinſon principally concerned in 


that tranſaction? 

A. I have heard ſo. 

Q. Was it not at that time a very 
unpopular law ? ; 

A. I believe it might, though I 1 
can fay little about it, . as I lived at a 
diſtance from that province. 

Q. Was not the fcarcity of gold 
and filver an argument uſed againſt 
aboliſhing the paper ? 

A. 1 3 it was. 

Q. What is the preſent opinion 
there of that law ? 1s it as unpopular 
as 1t was at firſt ? 

A. I think it is not. 

Q. Have not inſtructions from 
hence been ſometimes ſent over to 
governors, highly oppreſſive and un- 
political ? 

A. . 

Q. Have not ſome governors diſ- 
penſed with them for that reaſon ? 

A. Yes; I have heard ſo. 

Q. Did the Americans ever diſ- 
pute the controuling power of par- 
lament to regulate the commerce ? 

A. No. | 

Q. Can any thing leſs than a mi- 
litary force carry the ſtamp act into 
execution? 

A. J do not ſee how a military 
force can be applied to that purpoſe. 

Q. Why may it not? | 

A. Suppoſe a military force ſent 
into America, they will find nobody 
in arms; What are they then to do? 
They cannot force a man to take 
ſtamps who chuſes to do without them. 
They will not find a rebellion ; they 
may indeed make one, Q. 


Q. If the a& is not repealed, what 
doyou:think will be the conſequences ? 
A. A total loſs of the reſpect and 
affection the people of America bear 
to. this country, and of ail the com- 


merce that d 
and affection. 

Q. How can the commerce be 
affected ? | 

A. You will find, that if. the a& 
is not repealed, they will take very 
little of your manufactures in a ſhort 
time. e 

Q. it in their power to do with- 
out them ? 

A. I think they may very well do 
without them. 

Q. Is it their intereſt not to take 
them ? | | 

A. The. goods they take. from Bri- 
tain are either neceſſaries, mere con- 
veniences, or ſuperfluities. The 
firſt, as cloth, &c. with a little in- 
duſtry they can make at home; the 
ſecond they can do without, till they 
are able to provide them among 
themſelves; and the laſt, which are 
much the greateſt part, they will 
ſtrike off immediately. They are 
mere articles of faihion, purchaſed 
and conſumed, becauſe the faſhion in 
a reſpected country; but will now be 
deteſted and rejected. The people 
have already ſtruck off, by general 
agreement, the uſe of all goods faſh- 
ionable in mournings, and many 
thouſand pounds worth are feat bac 
as unſaleable. 

Q. Is it their intereſt to make cloth 
at home ? 

A. I think they may at preſent get 
it cheaper from Britain, I mean of 
the fame fineneſs and neatneſs of 
workmanſhip ; but when one conſi- 
ders other circumſtauces, thereitraints 
on their trade, and the difficulty of 
making remittances, it is their inte- 
reſt to make every thing. | 

Q. Suppoſe an act of internal re- 
gulations connected with a tax, how 
would they receive it? | 

A, I think it would be objected to. 


epends on that reſpect. 
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Q. Then no regulation with a tax 
would be ſubmitted to ? 

A. Their opinion is, that when 
aids to the crown are wanted, they are 
to be aſked. of the ſeveral aſſemblies, 


according to the old eſtabliſhed uſage, 


who will, as they always have done, 
grant them freely. And that their 
money ought not to be given away, 
without their conſent, by perſons at 
a diſtance, unacquainted with their 
circumſtances and abilities. The 
granting aids to the crown, is the 
only means they have of recommend- 
ing themſelves. to their ſovereign, 
and. they think it extremely hard and 
unjuſt, that a body of men, in which 
they have no repreſentatives, ſhould 
make a merit to itſelf of giving and 
granting what is not its own, but 
theirs, and deprive them of a right 
they eſteem of the utmoſt value and 
importance, as it is the ſecurity of 
all their other rights. | 
Q. But is not the poſt - office, which 
they have long received, a tax as well 
as a regulation ? | 
A. No; the money paid for the 
poſtage of a letter is not of the nature 
of a tax; it is merely à quantum 
meruit for a ſervice done; no perſon 
is compellable to pay the money, if 
he does not chuſe to receive the ſer- 
vice. A man may ſtill, as before 
the act, ſend his letter by a ſervant, 
a ſpecial meſſenger, or a friend, if 
he thinks it cheaper and ſafer. 
Q. But do they not conitder the re- 
gulations of the poſt · oſice, by the act 
of laſt year, as a tax? 
A. By the regulations of laſt year 
the rate of poſtage was generally 
abated near thirty. per cent. through 
all America; they certainly cannot 
conſider ſuch abatement as a tax. 
Q. If an exciſe was laid by parlia- 
ment, which they might likewiſe 
avoid paying, by not conſuming the 
articles exciled, would they then not 
object to it? f 
A. They would certainly object to 
it, as an exciſe is unconnected with 
any 


\ 


ſervice done, and is merely an 
aid which they think ought to be 
aſked of them, and granted by them, 
if they are to pay it, and can be 
granted for them by no others what- 
ſoever, whom they have not impow- 
ered for that purpoſe. 

Q. You ſay they do not object to 
the right of parliament, in laying 
duties on goods to be paid on their 
importation 3 now, is there any kind 
of difference between a duty on the 
importation of goods, and an exciſe 
on their conſumption ? a 

A. Ves; a very material one; an 
exciſe, . for the reaſons I have juſt 
mentioned, they think you can have 
no right to lay within their country. 
But the ſea is yours; you maintain, 
by your fleets, the ſafety of naviga- 
tion in it, and keep it clear of pirates; 
you may have therefore a natural and 
equitable right to ſome toll or duty 
on merchandizes carried through that 
part of your dominions, towards de- 
fraying the expence you are at in 
ſhips to maintain the ſafety of that 
carriage. 

Q. Does this reaſoning hold in 
the caſe ofa duty laid on the produce 
of their lands exported ? And would 
they not then object to ſuch a duty? 

A. If it tended to make the pro- 
duce ſo much dearer abroad as to 


leſſen the demand for it, to be ſure 


they would object to ſuch a duty; not 
to your right of laying it, but they 


would complain of it as a burthen, 


and petition you to lighten it. 
Q. 1s not the duty paid on the to- 
bacco exported a duty of that kind ? 
A. That, I think, is only on to- 


bacco carried coaſtwiſe from one co- 


lony to another, and appropriated as 
a fund for ſupporting the college at 
Williamſburgh in Virginia. | 

Q. Have not the aſſemblies in the 
Weſt-Indies the ſame natural rights 
with thoſe in North-America ? 

A. Undoubtedly. 

And is there not a tax laid 
there on their ſugars exported ? 
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A. I am not much acquainted 
with the Weſt-Indies, but the duty 


of four and a half per cent. on ſu ars 
exported, was, I believe, — by 


their own aſſemblies. . 

Q How much is the poll-tax in 
your province laid on unmarried 
men ? | 
A. It is, I think, fifteen ſhillings, 
to be paid by every ſingle freeman, 
upwards of twenty-one years old. 

Q. What is the annual amount of 
all the taxes in Pennſylvania ? 

A. I ſuppoſe about 20,000 pounds 
ſterling. 

Q Suppoſing the ſtamp act con- 


tinued, and enforced, do you ima- 


gine that ill-humour will induce the 
Americans to give as much for worſe 
manufactures of their own, and uſe 
them, preferably to better of ours ? 

A. Yes, I think fo. People will 
pay as freely to gratify one paſſion as 
another, their reſentment as their 
pride. of 

Q. Would the people at- Boſton 
diſcontinue their trade? 

A. The merchants are a very ſmall 
number, compared with the body of 
the people, and muſt diſcontinue their 
trade, if nobody will buy their goods. 

Q. What are the body of the peo- 
ple in the colonies ? 


A. They are farmers, huſband. 


men or planters. A 

Q. Would they ſuffer the produce 
of their lands to rot ? | 

A. No; but they would not raiſe 
ſo much, They - would manufacture 
more, and plough leſs, 

Q. Would they live without the 
adminiſtration of juſtice in civil mat- 
ters, and ſuffer all the inconveniences 
of ſuch a ſituation for any conſider- 
able time, rather than take the 
ſtamps, ſuppoſing the ſtamps were 


protected by a ſuthcient force, where 


every one might have them ? | 
A. I think the ſuppoſition imprac- 
ticable, that the ſtamps ſhould be ſo 
protected as that every one might 
have them. The act requires ſub- 
L diſtributors 
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diftributors to be appointed in every 
county town, diſtrict and village, 
and they would be neceſſary. But 
the principal diſtributors, who were 
to have had a conſiderable profit on 
the whole, have not thought it worth 
while to continue in the office, and 
I think it impoſſible to find ſub- diſ- 
tributors fit to be truſted, who, for 
the trifling profit that muſt come to 
their ſhare, would incur the odium, 
and run the hazard that would attend 
it; and if they could be found, I 
think it impracticable to protect the 
ſtamps in ſo many diſtant and remote 
places. 

Q. But in places where they could 
be protected, would not the people 
uſe them rather then remain in ſuch 
a fituation, unable to obtain any 
Tight, or recover, by law, any debt ? 

A. It is hard to ſay what they 
would do. I can only judge what 
other people will think, and how 
they will act, by what I feel within 
myſelf. I have a great many debts 
due to me in America, and I had 
rather they ſhould remain unrecover- 
able by any law, than ſubmit to the 
ſtamp act. They will be debts of 
honour. It is my opinion the peo- 
ple will either continue in that fitua- 
2 or find ſome way to extricate 

emſelves, perhaps by generally 

ecing to proceed in the courts 
without ſtamps. 
Q. What do you think a ſufficient 
military force to protect the diſtribu- 
tion of the ſtamps in every part of 
America? 

A. A very great force; I can't 
ſay what, if the diſpoſition of Ame- 
rica is for a general reſiſtance. 

Q. What is the number of men in 
America able to bear arms, or of 
diſciplined militia ? | 

A. There are, I ſuppoſe, at leaſt— 
[Queſtion objefted to. He with- 

drew. Called in again.] 


Q. Is the American ſtamp adt an 


equal tax on that country ? 
A. I think not, 


Why ſo? 
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A. The 


greateſt part of the money 
mult ariſe from law-ſuits for the re. 
covery of debts, and Þt paid by the 
lower ſort of people, who were too 


poor eaſily to pay their debts. It is 
therefore a heavy tax on the poor, 
and a tax upon them for being poor. 

Q. But will not this increaſe of 
expence be a means of leſſening the 
number of law-ſuits ? 

A. I think not; for as the coſts 
all fall upon the debtor, and are to 
be paid by him, they would be no 
diſcouragement to the creditor to 
bring his action. 

Q. Would it not have the effect of 
exceſſive uſury? 

A. Yes, as an oppreſſion of the 
debtor. 

Q. How many ſhips are there 
laden annually in North-America 
with flax- ſeed for Ireland ? 

A. I cannot ſpeak to the number 
of ſhips, but I know that in 1752, 
10,0co hogſheads of flax-ſeed, each 
containing ſeven buſhels, were ex- 
ome from Philadelphia to Ireland. 

ſuppoſe the quantity is greatly ins 
creaſed fince that time ; and it is 
underſtood that the exportation from 
New-York 1s equal to that from Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Q What becomes of the flax that 
grows with that flax-ſeed 2 

A. They manufacture ſome into 
coarſe, and ſome into a middling 
Kind of linen. 


Q. Are there any ſlitting-mills in 


America ? | 
A. I think there are three, but! 
believe only one at preſent employed, 
I ſuppole they will all be ſet to work, 
if the interruption of the trade con- 
tinues, | 
Are there any fulling mills 
there ? | 
A. A great many. 
Q. Dad you never hear that a great 
2 uty ot ſtockings were contracted 
or, for the army, during the war, 
and manufactured in Philadelphia? 
A. I have heard fo, 
Q, If 


5 . 
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Q. If the ſtamp act ſhould be re- 
led, would not the Americans 
think they could oblige the parlia- 
ment to repeal every external tax- 
law now in force? 
A. It is hard to anſwer queſtions 

of what people at ſuch a diſtance will 
think. 

Q. But what do you imagine they 
will think were the motives of re- 
pealing the act? | 

A. I ſuppoſe they will think that 


| it was repealed from a conviction of 


its inexpediency ; and they will rely 
upon it, that while the ſame inex- 
pediency ſubfilts, you will never at- 
tempt to make ſuch another. 

Q. What do you mean by its in- 
expediency ? 

A. I mean its inexpediency on 
ſeveral accounts; the poverty and 
inability of thoſe who were to pay the 
tax; the general diſcontent 1t has 
occaſioned ; and the impracticability 
of enforcing it. ö 

Q. If the act ſhould be repealed, 
and the legiflature ſhould ſhew its 
reſentment to the oppoſers of the 
tamp act, would the colonies ac- 
quieſce in the authority of the legiſ- 
lature? What is your opinion they 
would do? 

A. I don't doubt at all, that if the 
legiſlature repeal the ſtamp act, the 


nty. 

% But if the legiſlature ſhould 
think fit to aſcertain its right to lay 
taxes, by any act laying a mall tax, 
contrary to their opinion, would they 
ſubmit to pay the tax? 

A. The proceedings of the people 
in America have been conſidered too 
much together. The proceedings of 
the aſſemblies have been very different 
rom thoſe of the mobs, and ſhould 
be diſtinguiſhed, as having no con- 
nection with each other. The aſſem- 
blies have only peaceably reſolved 
what they take to be their rights; 
they have taken no meaſures for op- 


If vfition by force; they have not 


colonies will acquieſce in the autho- | 


into d 


built a fort, raiſed a man, or pro- 
vided a grain of ammunition, in or- 
der to ſuch oppoſition. 
leaders of riots they think ought to 

puniſhed ; they would puniſh them 
themſelves, if they could. Ev 

ſober, ſenſible man would wiſh to 
ſee rioters” puniſhed, as otherwiſe 
peaceable people have no ſecurity of 
perſon or eſtate. But as to an inter- 
nal tax, how ſmall ſoever, laid by 
the legiſlature here on the people 
there, while they have no repreſen- 


tatives in this legiſlature, I think it 


will never be ſubmitted to. — They 
will oppoſe it to the laſt: They do 
not conſider it as at all neceſſary fer 
you to raiſe money on them by your 
taxes, becauſe they are, and always 
have been, ready to raiſe money by 
taxes among themſelves, and to grant 
large ſums, equal to their abilities, 
upon requifition from the crown. 
They have not only granted equal to 
their abilities, but, during all the 
laſt war, they granted far beyond 
their abilities, and beyond their pro- 
portion with this country, you your- 
ſelves being judges, to the amount 
of many hundred thouſand pounds, 
and this they did freely and readily, 
only on a ſort of promiſe from the 
ſecretary of ſtate, that it ſhould be 
recommended to parliament to make 
them compenſation. It was accord- 
ingly recommended to parliament, in 
the moſt honourable manner, for 
them. America has been greatly 
miſrepreſented and abuſed here, in 
papers, and pamphlets, and fpeeches 
as ungrateful, and unreaſonable, and 
unjuſt, in having put this nation to 
immenſe expence for their defence, 
and refuſing to bear any part of that 
expence. The cotonies raiſed, paid, 
and clothed, near 25000 men durin 
the laſt war, a number equal to hol 
ſent from Britain, and far beyond 
their proportion; they went deeply 
bot in doing this, and all their 
taxes and eſtates are mortgaged, for 
many years to come, for diſcharging 
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that debt. Government here was at 
that time very ſenſible of this, The 
colonies were recommended to par- 
lament. Every year the king ſent 
down to the houſe a written meſſage 


76. 


to this purpoſe, That his Majeſty, 
heing highly ſenſible of the zeal and 
vigour with which his faithful ſub- 
jects in North-America had exerted 
themſelyes, in defence of his Majeſty's 
juſt rights and poſſeſſions, recom- 
. it to the houſe to take the 
ſame into F and enable 
him to give them a proper compen- 
ſation. You yall find thoſe — 
on your own journals every year of 
th war to the very laſt, and you did 
accordingly give 200,000 pounds an- 
nually to the crown, to be diſtributed 
in ſuch compenſation to the colonies. 
This is the ſtrongeſt of all proofs that 
the colonies, far from being unwil- 
ling to bear a ſhare of the 3 
did exceed their proportion; for if 
they had done leſs, or had only equal- 
led their proportion, there would have 
been no room or reaſon for compen- 
ſation. Indeed the ſums reimburſed 
them, were by no means adequate 
to che expence they incurred beyond 
their proportion 3 but they never 
murmured at that, they eſteemed 
their ſovereign's approbation of their 
zeal and fidelity, and the approba- 
tion of this houſe, far beyond any 
other kind of compenſation ; there- 
fore there was no occaſion for this 
act, ta force money from a willing 
people; they had not refuſed giving 
money for the purpoſes of the act; 
no requiſition had been made; they 


were always willing and ready to do 
what could reaſonably be expected 
light they 


ſrom them, and in this 
wiſh to be conſidered. 


„Q. But 


bute to the ſupport of it? 


A. I do think they would, as far 


as their circumſtances would permit. 


They conſider themſelves as a part 


ſuppole Great-Britain 
ſhould be engaged in a war in Eu- 
rope, would North America contri- 
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of the Britiſh empire, and as having 
one common untereſt with it; they 
may be looked on here as foreigners, 
but they do not conſider themſelves 
as ſuch. They are zealous for the 
honour and proſperity of this nation, 
and, while they are well uſed, will 


always be ready to ſupport it, as far 


as their little power goes. In 1739 
they were called upon to aſſiſt in the 
expedition againſt Carthagena, and 
they ſent 3zooo men ro join your ar- 
my. It is true Carthagena is in 
America, byt as remote from the 
Northern Colonies as if it had been 
in Europe, They make no diſtinc. 
tion of wars, as to their duty of aſſiſt. 
ing in them. I know the laſt war iy 
commonly ſpoke of here as entered 
into for the defence, or for the ſake 
of the people of America, I think 
it is quite miſunderſtood. It began 
about the limits between Canada and 
Nova-Scotia, about territories to 
which the crown indeed laid claim, 
but were not claimed by any Britiſh 
colony; none of the lands had been, 
granted to any coloniſt; we had 
therefore no particular concern or 
intereſt in that diſpute, As to the 
Ohio, the conteſt there began about 
your right of trading in the Indian 
country, a right you had by the 
treaty of Utrecht, which the French 
infringed ; they ſeized the tracers aud 
their goods, which were your manu- 
factures; they took a fort which 2 
company of your merchants, and 
their factors and correſpondents, had 
erected there, to ſecure that trade. 
Braddock was ſent with an army to 
re-take that fort (which was looked 
on heye as another incroachment on 
the King's territory) and to protect 
your trade, It was not till atter his 
defeat that the colonies were attacked. 
They were befoie in perfect peace 
with both French and Indians ; the 
troops were not therefore {ent for 
their defence, The trade with the 


Indians, though carried on in Ame- 
rica, is not an American intereſt. 
| | | Tha 


The people of America are chiefly 
farmers and planters ; ſcarce any 
thing that they raiſe or produce 1s an 
article of commerce with the Indians. 
The Indian trade is a Britiſh intereſt; 
it is carried on with Britiſh manu- 
ures, for the profit of Britiſh mer- 
chants and manufacturers ; therefore 
the war, as it commenced for the de- 
fence of territories of the crown, the 
property of no American, and for the 
defence of a trade purely Britiſh, was 
really a Britiſh war—and yet the peo- 
ple of America made no ſeruple of 
contributing their utmoſt towards 
carrying it on, and bringing it to a 
happy concluſion. | | 
Do you think then that the 
taking poſſeſſion of the King's terri- 
torial rights, and ſtrengthening” the 
frontiers, is not an American inte- 
reſt ? | 
A, Not particularly, but conjoint- 
ly a Britiſh and an American intereſt, 
Q. You will not deny that the 
preceding war, the war with Spain, 
was entered into for the ſake of Ame- 
rica; was it not occaſioned by cap- 
tures made in the American ſeas? | 
A, Yes; captures of ſhips carry- 
ing on the Britiſh trade there, with 
Britiſh manufactures. 


Was not the late war with the 


Indians, fince the peace with France, 
4 war for America only? wt 

A. Yes; it was more particularly 
for America than the former, buf it 
was rather a conſequence or remains 
of the former war, the Indians not 
having been thoroughly pacified, and 
the Americans bote by much the 
greateſt ſhare of the expence, It was 
put an end to by the army under 
General Bouquet; there were not 
above zoo regulars in that army, and 
above 1000 Pennſylvanians. 

ls it not neceſſary to fend 
troops to America, to defend the 
Americans againſt the Indians? 

A. No, by no means; it never 
was neceſſary. They detended them- 
lelves when they were but an hand- 
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ful, and the Indians much more nu- 
merous. They continually gained 


ground, and have driven the Indians 


over the mountains, without any 
troops ſent to their aſſiſtance from 
this country. And can it be thought 
neceſſary now to ſend troops for their 
defence from thoſe diminiſhed Indian 
tribes, when the colonies are become 
ſo populous, and fo ſtrong? There 
is not the leaſt occaſion for it; they 
are very able to defend themſelves. 

Do you ſay there were no more 
than zoo regular troops employed in 
the late Indian war? 

A. Not on the Ohio, or the fron- 
tiers of Pennſylvania, which was the 
chief part of the war that affected the 
colonies. There were garriſons: at 
Niagara, Fort Detroit, and thoſe re. 
mote poſts kept for the ſake of your 
trace ; I did not reckon them, but I 
believe that on the whole the number 
of Americans, or provincial troops, 
employed in the war, was greater 
than that of the regulars. Iam not 
certain, but I think fo. N 

Q. Do you think the aſſemblies 
have a right to I-vyy money on the 
ſubject there, to grant to the crown? 

A. I certainly think ſo; they have 
always done it. 

Q. Are they acquainted with the 
declaration of rights? And do they 
know that, by that . ſtatute, money 
15 not to, be raiſed on the ſubject but 
by conſent of parliament? 


A. They are very well acquainted 
with it. | 


Q. How then can they think they 


have a right to levy money for the 
crown, or for any other than local 
purpoſes ? ; 

A. They underſtand that clauſe 
to relate to ſubjects only within the 
realm ; that no money can be levied 


on them for the crown, but by con- 


ſent of parliament. The colonies are 
not ſuppoſed to be within the realm; 
they have aſſemblies of their own, 
which are their parliaments, and 
they are, in that reſpect, in the ſame 

{ituation 
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fituation with Ireland. When money 
is to be raiſed for the crown upon the 
ſubject in Ireland, or in the colonies, 
the conſent 15 given in the parliament 
of Ireland; or in the aſſemblies of the 
colonies. They think the parliament 


of Great-Britajn cannot properly give 


that conſent till it has repreſentatives 
from America; for the petition of 
right expreſsly ſays, it is to be by 
common conſent in parliament, and 
the people of America have no repre- 
ſentatives in parliament, to make a 

t of that common conſent. 

Q. If the ſtamp-att ſhould be re- 
nealed, and an act ſhould paſs, or- 
dering the aſſemblies of the colonies 
to indemnify the ſufferers by the riots, 
would they obey it? | 

A. That is a queſtion I cannot 
anſwer. 


Q. Srppoſe the King ſhould require 


the colonies to grant a revenue, and 
the parliament ſhould be againſt their 
doing it, do they think they can 
grant a revenue to the King, without 
the conſent of the parliament of Great 
Britain ? 

A. That is a deep queſtion. —As to 
my own opinion, I ſhould think my- 
ſelf at liberty to do it, and ſhould do 
it, if I liked the occaſion, | 

Q. When money has been raiſed 
in the colonies, upon requiſitions, has 
it not been granted to the King? 

A. Yes, always; but the requi- 

fitions have generally been for ſome 
fervice expreſſed, as to raiſe, clothe 
and pay troops, and not for money 
only. 
If the act ſhould paſs, requiring 
the American aſſemblies to make com- 
penſation to the ſufferers, and they 
mould diſobey it, and then the par- 
Eament ſhould, by another act, lay an 
internal tax, would they then obey 
ĩt? 

A. The people will pay no internal 
to ablige the 
aſſemblies to make compenſation is 
unneceſſary, for I am of opinion, that 
as ſoon as the preſent heats are abated, 


they will take the matter into con. 
ſideration, and if it is right to be 
done, they will do it of themſelves. 
Q. Do not letters often come into 
the poſt-offices in America, directed 
to ſome inland town where no poſt 
goes ? 
"As Tes. 


Q.: Can any private perſon take 
up thoſe letters, and carry them as 
directed? | 

A. Ves; any friend of the perſon 
may do it, paying the poſtage that 
has accrued, 

Q But muſt not he pay an ad- 
ditional poſtage for the diſtance to 
ſuch inland town ? | 

A. No. 


Can the poſt-maſter anſwer de- 
livering the letter, without being paid 
ſuch additional poſtage ? 

A. Certainly he can demand no- 
thing, where he does no ſervice. 

Q. Suppoſe a perſon, being far 
from home, finds a letter in a poſt- 
ofce directed to him, and he lives in 
a place to which the poſt generally 

s, and the letter is directed to that 
place, will the poſt- maſter deliver him 
the letter, without his paying the 
poſtage receivable at the place to 
which the letter is directed. 

A. Ves, the oſſice cannot demand 
poſtage for a letter that it does not 
carry, or farther than it does carry it. 

Q. Are not ferrymen in America 
obliged, by a& of parliament, to 
carry over the poſts without pay ? 

A. Yes. 


. 


Q. Is not this a tax on the ferry- 


men ? 

A. They do not conſider it as ſuch, 
a5 they have an advantage from per 
ſons travelling with. the poſt. | 

Q. If the ſtamp-act ſhould be re- 
pealed, and the crown ſhould make a 
requiſition to the colonies for a ſum 
of money, would they grant it? 

A. I believe they would. 

Q Why do you think o ? 

A. I can ſpeak for the colony I live 
in; I had it in inftryRtion from the 


aſſembly 
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aſſembly to aſſure the miniſtry, that as 
they always had done, ſo they ſhould 
always think it their duty to grant 
ſuch aids to the crown as were ſuitable 
to their circumſtances and abilities, 
whenever called upon for the purpoſe, 
in the uſual conſtitutional manner; 
and I had the honour of commu- 
nicating this inſtruction to that ho- 
nourable gentleman then miniſter, 

Q. Would they do this for a Britiſh 
concern; as ſuppoſe a war in ſome 
part of Europe, that did not affect 
them ? 

A. Yes, for any thing that con- 
cerned the general intereſt. They 
conſider themſelves as a part of the 
whole. 

Q. What is the uſual conſtitutional 
manner of calling on the colonies for 
aids ? | 

A. A letter from the ſecretary of 
ſtate. ; 

Q. Is this all you mean, a letter 
from the ſecretary of ſtate ? 

A. I mean the uſual way of re- 

uiſition, in a circular letter from the 
—.— of ſtate, by his Majeſty's 
command, reciting the occaſion, and 
recommending it to the colonies to 
grant ſuch aids as became their loyalty, 
and were ſuitable to their abilities. 

Q Did the ſecretary of ſtate ever 
write for money for the crown ? 

A. The requiſitions have been to 
Taiſe, clothe and pay men, Which 
cannot be done without money.. 

Q. Would they grant money alone, 
if called on ? | | 

A. In my opinion they would, 
money as well as men, when they 
have money, or can make it. 

Q If the parliament ſhould repeal 
the ſtamp-a&t, will the aſſembly of 
Pennſylvania reſcind their reiolutions ? 

A. I think not. 

Q. Before there was any thought 
of the ſtamp- act, did they wiſh for a 
repreſentation in parliament ? | 

A. No. 

Q. Don't you know that there is, 
in the Pennſylvania charter, an ex- 


any other law to bind them. 
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preſs reſervation of the right of par- 
liament to lay taxes there ? Ry 

A. I know there is a clauſe in the 
charter, by which the King grants 
that he will levy no taxes on the in- 
habitants, a it be with the con- 
ſent of the aſſembly, or by act of par- 
hament, 

Q How then could the afſembly of 
Pennſylvania affert, that laying a tax 
on them by the ſtamp- act was an in- 
fringement of their rights? | 

A. They underſtand it thus ; by 
the ſame charter, and otherwiſe, they 
are intitled to all the privileges and 
liberties of Engliſhmen ; they find in 
the great charters, and the petition 
and declaration of rights, that one of 
the privileges of Engliſh ſubjects is, 
that they are not to be taxed but by 
their common conſent; they have 
therefore relied upon it, from the firſt 
ſettlement of the province, that the 
parliament never would, nor could, by 
colour of that clauſe in the charter, 
aſſume a right of taxing them, till it 
had qualified itſelf to exerciſe ſach 
right, by admitting repreſentatives 
from the people to be taxed, who 
ought to make a part of that common 
conſent. 

Q. Are there any words in the 
charter that juſtify that conſtruction ? 

A. 'The common rights of Engliſh- 
men, as declared by Magna Charta, 
and the petition of right, all juſtify it. 

Q. Does the diſtinction between in- 
ternal and exteraal taxes exiſt in the 
words of the charter ? 

A. No, I beheve not. 

Q. Then may they not, by the 
ſame interpretation, object to the par- 
liament's right of external taxation? 

A. They never have hitherto. 
Many arguments have been lately 
uſed here to ſhew them that there is 
no difterence, and that if you have no 
right to tax them internally, you have 
none to tax them externally, or make 


At 
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time they may poſſibly be convinced 
by theſe arguments. 
Q Do not the reſolutions of the 


Pennſylvania aſſembly ſay all taxes ? 


A. If they do, they mean only in- 


| ternal taxes; the ſame words have not 


always the ſame meaning here and in 
the colonies, By taxes they mean in- 
ternal taxes; by duties they mean 
euſtoms ; theſe are their ideas of the 
uWages 

* hm you not ſeen the reſo- 
lations of the Maſſachuſet's Bay aſ- 
ſembly ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Do they not ſay, that neither 
external nor internal taxes can be laid 
on them by parliament? 

A. I don't know that they do; 1 
believe not. 

Q. If the ſame colony ſhould ſay 
neither tax nor impoſition could be 
laid, does not that province hold the 
power of parliament can lay neither ? 

A. I ſuppoſe that by the word 1m- 
poſition, they do not intend to expreſs 
duties to be laid on goods imported, 


as regulations of commerce. 


Q. What can the colonies mean 
then by impoſition as diſtinct from 
taxes? 

A. They may mean many things, 
as impreſſing of men, or of carriages, 
quartering troops on private houſes, 
and the like; there may be great im- 
poſitions that are not properly taxes. 

Q. Is not the poſt-oftice rate an in- 
ternal tax laid by act of parliament ? 

A. I have anſwered that. 

Q. Are all parts of the colonies 
equally able to pay taxes ? 

A. No, certainly; the frontier 
parts, which have been ravaged by 
theenemy, are greatly diſabled by that 
means, and therefore, in ſuch caſes, 
are uſually favoured in our tax-laws. 

Q. Can we, at this diſtance, be 
competent judges of what favours are 
neceſſary ? 

A. The parliament have ſuppoſed 
it, by claiming a right to make tax- 


* 
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laws for America? I think tt im- 
poſſi ble. 

Q: Would the repeal of the ſtamp- 
i be any — pap of Pot ©. 
nufattures ? Will the people that have 
begun to manufacture decline it? 

A. Yes, I think they will; efpe- 
cially if, at the ſame time, the trade 
is opened again, ſo the remitiances 
can be eaſily made. I have known 
ſeveral inſtances that make it pro- 
bable. In the war before laſt, to- 
bacco being low, and making little 
remittance, the people of Virginia 
went generally into family manufac- 
tures. Afterwards, when tobacco bore 
a better price, they returned to the 
uſe of Britiſh manufactures. So ful- 
ling-mills were very much diſuſed in 
the laſt war in Pennſylvania, becauſe 


bills were then plenty, and remit- 


tances could eaſily be made to Britain 
for Engliſh cloth and other goods. 

Q. If the ſtamp- act ſhould be re- 
pealed, would it induce the aſſemblies 
of America to acknowledge the rights 
of parliament to tax them, and would 
they eraſe their reſolutions? 

A. No, never. 

Q, Is there no means of obliging 
them to eraſe thoſe retolutions ? 

A. Nahe that I know of; they 
will never do it, unleſs compelled by 
force of arms. 


Q. Is there a power on earth that 
can force them to eraſe them ? 

A. No power, how great ſoever, 
can force men to change their opi- 
nions. 

Q. Do they conſider the poſt- office 
as a tax, or as a regulation? 

A. Not as a tax, but as a regu- 
lation and conveniency ; every aſ- 
ſembly encouraged it, and ſupported 
it in its infancy, by grants of money, 
which they would not otherwiſe have 
done; and the people have always 


paid the poſtage. 


Q. When did you receive the in- 
ſtructions you mentioned? | 


A. I brought them with me, when 
J came 
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1 came to England, about fiftee 
months ſince. | 


When did you communicate 
that inſtruRion to the miniſter ? 


A. Soon after my arrival, while 
the ſtamping of America was under 
conſideration, and before the bill was 
brought in. 

Q. Would it be moſt for the in- 
tereſt of Great-Britain, to employ the 
hands of Virginia in tobacco, or in 
manufactures. 

A. In tobacco, to be ſure. 

Q. What uſed to be the pride of 
the Americans? | 

A. To indulge in the faſhions and 
manufactures of Great. Britain. 

Q. What is now their pride ? 

A. To wear their old cloaths over 
again, till they can make new ones. 

(Witharew.) 
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The bill to repeal the ſtamp-act 
having paſſed the Commons, was 
brought to the Lords; whoſe houſe it 
paſſed alſo. But the following pro- 
teſts were entered againſt it. 

Die Mere. 10 Martii, 1766. 
The order of the day being read for 
the ſecond reading of the bill, en- 
tituled, ©* An Act to repeal an Act 
made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, entituled, An AQ far grant- 
ing and, applying certain Stamp- 

Duties and otherduties in the Britiſh 

Colonies and Plantations in Ame- 
rica, towards further defraying the 

expences of defending, protecting, 

and ſecuring the ſame, and for 
amending ſuch parts of the ſeveral 
acts of parliament relating to the 

Trade and Revenues of the ſaid 

Colonies and Plantations, as direct 

the manner of Determining and Re- 

covering the Penalties and For- 
feitures therein- mentioned.“ Then 
the ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time, 
and 1t being propoſed to commit 
the Bill, the ſame was objected to. 

After a long Debate thereupon, the 

Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid 

Bill ſhall be committed ; It was re- 

ſolved in the affirmative. 
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Iſt, Becauſe, as this houſe has in 
this ſeſſion by ſeveral reſolutions moſt 
folemnly aſſerted and declared, firſt, 
That the King's Majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons of Great Britain, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, had, hath, and of 
right ought to have, full power and 
authority, to make laws and ſtatutes 
of ſufficient foree and validity to bind 
the Colonies, and people of America, 
ſubjects of the Crown of Great- 
Britain, in all caſes whatſoever :* 
Secondly, * That tumults and inſur- 
rections of the moſt dangerous nature 
have been raiſed and carried on in 
ſeveral of the North American Co- 
lonies, in open defiance of the power 
and _— of his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, and in manifeſt violation of 
the laws and legiſlative authority of 
this Kingdom: Thirdly, ©* That 
the ſaid tumults and inſurrections 
have been encouraged and inflamed, 
by ſundry votes and reſolutions paſſed 
in ſeveral of the Aſſemblies of the 
ſaid Provinces, derogatory to the ho- 
nour of his Majeſty's Government, 
and deſtructive of the legal and con- 
ſtitutional dependency of the ſaid Co- 
lonies, on the imperial Crown and 
Parliament of Great Britain:** Which 
reſolutions were founded on a full 
examination of the papers on our 
table, manifeſting a denial of the le- 
giſlative authority of the crown and 
parliament of Great Britain, to im- 
poſe duties and taxes on our North- 
American Colonies; and a criminal 
reſiſtance there made to the execution 
of the commercial and other regu- 
lations of the ſtamp- act, and of other 
acts of parliament: we are of opinion, 


that the total repealing A that law, 
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eſpecially while ſuch reſiſtance con- 
tinues, would (as Governor Barnard 
ſays is their intention) * make the 
authority of Great Britain con- 
temptible hereafter; and that ſuch a 
ſubmiſſion of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, under ſuch circumſtances, in 
ſo ſtrange and unheard of a conteſt, 
would, in effect, ſurrender their an- 
tient, unalienable rights of ſupreme 
juriſdiction, and give them 8 
to the ſubordinate provincial legiſ- 
latures eſtabliſned by prerogative ; 
which was never pokes or thought 
of, and is not in the power of pre- 
Togative to beſtow ; as they are inſe- 
rable from the three eſtates of the 
realm aſſembled in parliament. 

2dly, Becauſe the law, which this 
bill now propoſes to repeal, was 
paſſed in the other houſe with very 
little oppoſition, and in this without 
one diſſentient voice, during the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, which we pre 
ſame, if it had been wholly and fun- 
damentally wrong, could not poſſibly 
have happened; as the matter of it is 
ſo important, and as the intention of 
bringing it in, had been commu- 
nicated to the commons by the firſt 


commiſſioner of the treaſury the year 


before, and a reſolution, relating 
and preparatory to it, was then agreed 
to in that houſe, without any diviſion. 
zaͤly, Becauſe, if any particular 
parts of that law, the principal of 
which has been experienced and ſub- 
mitted to in this country, without re- 

ining, for near a century paſt, had 
— found liable to juſt and reaſonable 
objections, they might have been al- 
tered by a bill to explain and amend 
it, without repealing the whole. And, 
if any ſuch bill had been ſent to us by 
the commons, we ſhould have thought 
it our duty to have given it a molt 
ſerious conſideration, with a warm 
defire of relieviag our countrymen in 
America from any grievance or hard- 
ſhip ; but with proper care to enforce 
their ſubmiſſion and obedience to the 
law ſo amended, and to the whole 


legiſlative authority of Great-Britain, 
without any reſerve or diſtinction 
ag ge | 

4thly, Becauſe, it appears to us, 
that a moſt eſſential — of that 
weary fo the r of taxation, 
cannot be properly, equitably, or im- 
partially exerciſed, '* it Ga not 
extend itſelf to all the members of the 
ſtate in proportion to their reſpective 
abilities; but ſuffers a part to be 
exempt from a due ſhare of thoſe 
burthens, which the public exigen- 
cies require to be impoſed- upon the 
whole : a partiality which is dire&ly 
and manifeſtly repugnant to the truſt 
repoſed by the people in every legiſ- 
lature, and deſtructive of that con- 
fidence on which all government is 
founded. 

5 chly, Becauſe, the ability of our 
North- American Colonies, to bear 
with6ut inconveniency the proportion 
laid on them by the ſtamp- act of laſt 
year, appears to us moſt unqueſtion- 
able, for the following reaſons : Firſt, 
That the eſtimated produce of this tax, 
amounting to ſixty thouſand pounds 


per annum, if divided amongſt twelve 


hundred thouſand people (being little 
more than one half of the ſubjects of 
the crown in North America) would 
be only one ſhilling per head a year; 
which is but a third of the wages 
uſually paid to every labourer or ma- 
nufacturer there for one day's labour: 
Secondly, That it appears by the ac- 
counts that have been laid before this 
houſe from the commiſſioners of trade 
and plantations, that of the debt con- 
trated by thoſe colonies in the laſt 
war, above £.1,755,000, has already 
been diſcharged during the courſe of 
three years only, by the funds pro- 
vided for that purpoſe in the ſeveral 
provinces ; and the much greater part 
of the remaining incumbrance, which 
in the whole is about 760,000 pounds, 
will be paid in two years more: We 
muſt likewiſe obſerve, that the boun- 
ties and advantages given to them by 
parliament. in 1764 and 1765, wy 

tne 
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the duties thefy loſt to Great- 
Britain for their ſervice, and in order 


to enable them the more eaſily to pay 


this tax, muſt neceſſarily amount in 
a few years to a far greater ſum than 
the produce thereof. It is alſo evi- 
dent, that ſuch produce being wholly 
appropriated to the payment of the 
army maintained by this kingdom in 
our colonies, at the vaſt expence of 
almoſt a ſhilling in the pound land- 
tax, annually remitted by us for their 
ſpecial defence and protection; not 
only no money would have been 
actually drawn by it out of that coun- 
try, but the eaſe given by it to the 
people of Great Britain, who are la- 
bouring under a debt of ſeventy mil- 


lions, contracted by them td ſupport 


a very dangerous war, entered into for 
the intereſt and ſecurity of thoſe co- 
lonies, would have redounded to the 
benefit of the colonies themſelves in 
their own immediate ſafety, by con- 
tributing to deliver them from the 
neceſſary expence, which many of 
them have hitherto always borne, in 
arding their frontiers againſt the 
n e Indians. 
6thly, Becauſe, not only the right, 
but the expediency and neceſſity of 
the ſapreme legiſlature's exerting its 
authority to lay a general tax on 
our American colonies, whenever the 
wants of the public make it fitting 
and reaſonable that all the provinces 
ſhould contribute in a proper pro- 
portion to the defence of the whole, 
appear to us undeniable, from theſe 
conſiderations ; Furſt, That every pro- 
vince being ſeparate and independent 
on the others, and having no com- 
mon council impowered by the con- 
ſtitution of the colonies to act for all, 
or bind all, ſuch a -tax cannot regu- 
larly, or without infinite difficulty, be 
impoſed upon them, at any time, 
even for their immediate defence or 
protection, by their own provincial 
aſſemblies ; but requires the inter- 
vention and ſuperintending power of 
the parliament of Great-Britain. Se- 
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cannot but feel it, 
penſible duty, to eaſe them as much 


$3 
eondly, That in looking forwards to 
the poſſible contingency of a new war, 
a contingency perhaps not far remote, 
the proſpe& of the burthens, which 
the gentry and people of this kingdom 
muſt then ſuſtain, in addition to thoſe 
which now lie fo heavy upon them, 1s 


ſo melancholy and dreadful, that we 
a moſt indiſ- 


as is poſſible, by a due and moderate 
exertion of that great right, which the 
conſtitution of this realm has veſted in 
the parliament, to provide for the 
ſafety of all, by a proportionable 
charge upon all, equally and indif- 
ferently laid. We likewiſe apprehend, 
that a partial exemption of our colo- 
nies from any exerciſe of this right 
by the Britiſh legiſlature, would be 
thought ſo invidious, and ſo unjuſt to 
the other ſubje&ts of the crown of 
Great-Britain, as to alienate the 
hearts of theſe from their countrymen 
reſiding in America, to the great de- 
triment of the latter, who have on 
many occaſions received, and may 
again want aſſiſtance, from the gene- 
rous warmth of their affection. 

7thly, Becauſe, the reafons aſſigned 
in the public reſolutions of the pro- 
viacial aſſemblies, in the North Ame- 
rican colonies, for their diſobeying the 
ſtamp- act, viz. That they are not 
repreſented in the Parliament of Great 
Britain,“ extends to all other laws, of 
what nature ſoever, which that par- 
liament has enacted, or ſhall enact, to 
bind them in times to come, and muſt 
(if admitted) ſet them abſolutely free 
from any obedience to the power of 
the Britith legiſlature. We likewiſe 
obſerve, that in a letter to Mr. Secre- 
tary Conway, dated the 12th of Oc: 
tober 1765 ; the commander in chief 
of his Majeity's forces in North-Ame- 
rica has declared his opinion, . That 
the queſtion is not of the inexpediency 
of the ſtamp- act, or of the inability 
of the colonies to pay the tax; but 
that it is unconſtitutional and contrary 
to their rights, ſupporting the inde- 
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pendency of the provinces, and not 
ſubje&t to the legiſlative power of 
Great Britain.” It is moreover af- 
firmed, in a letter to Mr. Conway, 
dated 7th November, „ That the 
people in general are averſe to taxes 
of any kind ; and that the merchants 
of that place think they have a right 
to every freedom of trade which the 
ſabje&; of Great Britain now enjoy.“ 
This opinion of theirs ſtrikes directly 
at the Act of Navigation, and other 
ſubſequent laws, which from time to 
time have been made in the wiſe 
policy of that act; and ſhould they 
ever be encouraged to procure for 
themſelves that abſolute freedom of 
trade, which they appear to deſire, our 
Plantations would become, not only 
of no benefit, but in the higheſt 
degree prejudicial to the commerce 
and welfare of their mother-country ; 
nor is it eaſy to conceive a greater en- 
couragement, than the repealing of a 
law, oppoſed by them on ſuch prin- 
ciples, and with ſo much contempt of 
the ſovereignty of the Britiin legiſ- 
lature. 

Sthly, Becauſe, the appearance of 
weakneſs and timidity in the govern- 
ment and parliament of this kingdom, 
which a conceſſion of this nature may 
too probably carry with it, has a ma- 
nifck tendency to draw on further 
inſults, and by leſſening the reſpect of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects to the dignity 
of his crown, and authority of his 
laws, throw the whole Britiſh empire 
into a miſerable ſtate of confuſion and 
anarchy, with which it ſeems by 
many ſymptoms to be dangeroully 
threatened : and this is the more to 
be feared, as the plea of our North 
American colonies, that, not being 

repreſented in the parliament of Great 
Britain, they ought not pay taxes im- 
poſed or levied upon them by the au- 
thority thereof, may by the ſame 
reaſoning be extended to all perſons in 
this iſland, who do not aQually vote 
for members of parliament ; nor can 
we help apprehending, that the op1- 


"not even in that ſituation, either by 


* 


nion of ſome countenance being given 
to ſuch notions by the legiſlature itſelf, 
in conſenting to this bill for the repeal 
of the ſtamp-aR, may greatly promote 
the contagion of a moſt dangerous 
doctrine, deſtructive to all govern- 
ment, which has ſpread itſelf over all 
our North American colonies, that 
tie obedience of the ſubject is not due 
to the laws and legiſlature of the 
realm, farther than he in his private 
judgment ſhall think it conformable 
to the ideas he has formed of a free 
conſtitution. | 

thly, Becauſe, we think it no ef. 
fe&ual guard, or ſecurity, againſt 
this danger, that the parliament has 
declared in the reſolutions of both 
houſes, paſſed during this ſeſſion, and 
now reduced into a bill, That ſuch 


notions are ill founded; as men will 


always look more to deeds than words, 
and may therefore incline to believe, 
that the inſurrections in our colonies, 
excited by thoſe notions, having ſo 
far proved ſucceſsful, as to attain the 
very point, at which they aimed, the 
immediate repeal of the ftamp-aR, 
without any previous ſubmiſſion on the 
part of the colonies, the legiſlature 
has in fact ſubmitted to them, and has 
only more grievouſly injured its own 
dignity and authority, by verbally aſ- 
ſerting that right; which it ſubſtan- 
tially yields up to their oppoſition. 
The reaſons aſſigned for this conceſ- 
ſion render it ſull more alarming, as 
they ariſe from an illegal and hoſtile 
combination of the people of America, 
to diſtreſs and ſtarve our manufacturers, 
and to with-hold from our merchants 
the payment of their juſt debts : the 
former of which meaſures has only 
been praQtiſed in open war between 
two ſtates; and the latter, we believe, 


the public or by individuals, among 
the civilized nations of Europe, in 
modern times. If this unprecedented 
plan of intimidation ſhall meet with 
ſucceſs, it 1s eaſy to foreſee, that the 
praQtice of it for other and ſtill greater 

objects 
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objects will frequently be renewed, 
and our manufacturers and merchants 
reduced to the like, and more per- 
manent diſtreſs: we cannot therefore 
but wiſh, that ſome more eligible 
method, conſiſtent with their future 
ſafety aud our dignity, had been taken 
by parliament, to ſhew our tender 
concern and compaſſion for their ſuf- 
ferings, and to diſcourage any other 
ſuch unwarrantable attempts; which 
we are fully perſuaded would .have 
been very practicable, with due care 
and attention, and at an expence very 
inferior to the importance of the 
ables, - T * 

Laſtly, Becauſe, we are convinced 
from the unanimous teſtimony of the 
governors, and other officers of the 
crown in America, that if, by a moſt 
unhappy delay and neglect to provide 
for the due execution of the law, and 
arm the government there with proper 
orders and powers, repeatedly called 
for in vain, theſe diſturbances had not 
been continued and encreaſed, they 
might eaſily have been quieted before 
they had attained to any dangerous 
height; and we cannot, without feel- 
ing the moſt lively ſenſe of grief and 
indignation, hear * drawn 
from the progreſs of evils, which 
ſnould and might have been ſtopped 
in their firſt and feeble beginnings, 
uſed for the ſtill greater evil of ſa- 
crificing to a preſent relief the higheſt 
permanent intereſts, and the whole 


majeſty, power, and reputation of 


government: This afflicts us the more 
deeply, becauſe it appears from many 
letters, that this law, if properly ſup- 
ported by government, would from 
the peculiar. circumſtances attending 
the diſobedience to it, execute itſelf 
without bloodſhed. And it is ſaid in 
one of the letters to Mr. Secretary 
Conway, That the principal view 
is to intimidate the parliament ; but 
that if it be thought prudent to en- 
force their authority, the people dare 
not oppoſe a vigorous reſolution of the 
parliament of Great-Britain.”” That 


l . 
CUMENTS, 85 
yigorous reſolution has not yet been 
found in the parliament; and we 
greatly fear, that the want of it will 
certainly produce one of theſe two 
fatal conſequences; either that the 
repeal of this law will in effect annull 
and abrogate all other laws and ſta- 
tutes relating to our colonies, and 
particularly the acts that reſtrain or 
limit their commerce, of which the 
are moſt impatient; or, if we ſhould 


hereafter 33K to enforce the exe- 


cution of thoſe laws againſt their will, 
and by virtue of an authority, which 
they have dared to inſult with im- 
punity and ſucceſs, that endeavour 
will bring upon us all thoſe evils and 
inconveniences, to the fear of which 
we now ſacrifice the ſovereignty of 
the realm; and this at a time when 
the ſtrength of our colonies, as well 
as their deſire of a total independence 
on the legiſlature and government of 


their mother-country, may be greatly | 


augmented, and when the circum- 
ſtances and diſpoſitions of the other 
powers of Europe, may render the 
conteſt far more dangerous and for- 
midable to this kingdom. 7 
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Bedford . Scaridale 
Coventry Lyttelton 
Bridgewater Dunk Hallifax 
Temple Eglingtoun 
Buckingham Suffolk and Berkſhire 
Wentworth Abercora | 
Sandwich Vers 

Bolingbroke Trevor 
Marlborough 'Thomas Briſtol 
W. Glouceſter Ferrers | 
Ker Groſvenor 

Leigh Townſhend 
Bangor Dudley and Ward 
Waldegrave Charles Carliſle 
Aylesford Powis | 
Gower Hyde. 
Weymouth 


Die Lunz, 17 Mariii, 1766. 
The Order of the Day being read 
for the third reading of the Bill, 
entituled, © An Act to repeal an 
Act made in the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament,“ 
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Parliament, een An Act 
for ting and applying certain 

Sul? Dudes, and other Duties 

in the Britiſh Colonies and Plan- 

tations in America, towards fur- 
ther defraying the Expences of de- 
fending, protecting, and ſecuring 
the ſame, and for amending ſuc! 

Parts of the ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 

ment relating t6 the Trade and 

Revenues of the ſaid Colonies and 

Plantations, as direct the Manner 

of determining and recovering the 

Penalties and Forfeitures therein 

mentioned,” Then the ſaid Bill 

was read a third Time, and it be- 
ing propoſed to paſs the Bill, the 

ne was objected to. After ſome 
Debate thereupon, the Queſtion 
was put, Whether the ſaid Bill 
fhall paſs : It was reſolyed in the 

Affirmative. 

Diffentieat, 

i. Becauſe we think, that the 
declaratory bill we paſt laſt week, 
cannot poſſibly obviate the growing 
miſchgefs in America, where it may 
ſeem calculated only to deceive the 
people of Great-Britain, by holding 

a deluſive and nugatory affirm- 
ance of the legiſlative right of this 
kingdom, vhilſt the enacting part of 
it does no more than ahrogate the 
reſolutions of the houſe of repreſen- 
tattves in the North-American colo- 
nies, which have not in themſelves 
the leaſt colour of authority; and 
declares that, which is apparently 
and certainly criminal, only null and 
void. | 

2dly. Becauſe the particular ob- 
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jections, which have been made to 


the ſtamp act in North-America, and 
which have been adopted in the 
courſe of the Debates upon this bill 
ſor repealing it, are in fact contra- 
dicted by undeniable evidence upon 
our table; it having been urged, 
firſt, That all the money to be col- 
lected by this tax was to be annually 
remitted hither, and that the North- 
American colonies would thereby be 
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drained of all their ſpecie; and 6. 
condly, That the inſtitution of vice. 
admiralty cqurts in thoſe colonies, 
for the recovery of penalties upon 
revenue laws without juries, is a no- 
vel practice, by means of which his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in thoſe dominions, 
would be deprived of one of their 
moſt valuable liberties, trials by ju- 
ries, and in this reſpe& diſtinguiſhed 
from their fellow ſubjects in Great- 
Britain.;* and would likewiſe be Ha- 
ble to the greateſt inconvenience, 
yexation and injuſtice, through the 
option left to any profecutor to call 
them from one end of that extenſive 
continent to the other ; and through 
the temptation to the judge, to con- 
demn rather than to acquit, from his 
being paid by poundage of the con- 
demnation-money : whereas, with 
regard to the firſt of theſe objections, 
it appears by the minute of the late 
board of treaſury laid before this 
houſe, and dated on the gth day of 
July laſt, that the fulleſt directions 
had been ſent to the feveral officers 
of the revenue, that in order to 
obviate the inconvenience of bring- 
ing into this kingdom the money to 
be raiſed by the ſtamp duties, all the 
produce of the American duties ariſing 
or to ariſe, by virtue of any Britiſh 
act of parlizment, ſhould, from time 
to time, be paid to the deputy pay- 
maſter in America, to defray the fub- 
ſtſtence of the troops, and any mili- 
tary expences incurred in the colo- 
nies :* and with regard to the ſecond 
objeCtion, it is manifeſt, from ſun- 
dry acts of parliament, that a juriſ- 
diction has been aſſigned to the judges 
of thoſe courts, for the recovery of 
penalties upon the laws of revenue 
and of trade, without juries, for 
near a century paſt, from the conſi- 
deration (as we apprehend) that in 
ſome of the colontes they are the only 


judges not elected by the people: 


and ſo far it is from being true, that 
the ſubjects in North-America, by 
being deprived in theſe caſes of trials 


by 
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ere from their fellow ſubjects in 


y juries, were in that reſpeR diſtin- 

reat-Britain ; that, in. this very 
inſtance of the ſtamp duties, the pe- 
nalties, which by the American 
ſtamp act were made recoverable 
without a jury before a judge of the 
vice-admiralty court, are, by the laws 
now in force for collecting the ſtamp 
duties in Great-Britain, recoverable 
alſo without a jury, before two juſtices 
of the peace, with the like powers in 
both caſes, which we earneftly wiſh 
were not ſtill more neceſſary for the 
collection of the public revenue in 
America than in Great-Britain ; and 
which we ſhould be moſt defirous, if 
poſſible, to alleviate in both coun- 
tries: with this view, and to take 
away all juſt occaſion for diſcontent, 
we were very glad to find by the re- 
preſentation from the late commiſ- 
ſioners of the treaſury to his Majeſty 
in council, dated on the 4th day of 
July laſt, that the ſtricteſt attention 

ad been given by that board to pre- 
vent the inconvenience and injuſtice 
above-mentioned, by a plan to eſta- 
bliſh three different courts of vice- 
admiralty at the moſt convenient 
places, with proper diſtricts annexed 
to each; and to give the judges ſuffi- 
cient and honourable ſalaries in lieu 
of all poundage and fees whatſoever : 
but we cannot obſerve, without the 
higheſt concern and ſurprize, that 
this repreſentation, founded upon a 
clauſe inſerted in the ſtamp act for 
this very purpoſe, and expreſsly cal- 
culated to relieve his Majeſty's ſub- 
jets in North-America from many 
unneceſſary hardſhips and oppreſſions, 
to which they are now hable by many 
other laws {till ſubſiſting, ſhould be 
totally diſregarded for ſeveral months, 
and be ſuffered to remain unexecuted 
in every part of it even to this day ; 
and that no notice whatever ſhould 
be taken, in any of the diſpatches 
from the preſent adminiſtration to 
the governors of the colonies in 
North-America, of the timely care 
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which had been employed to dbviate 
the objections raiſed on both thoſe 
hends : eſpecially, as it is notorious, 
that the meaſbres to be purſued, in 
conſequence of that minute and re- 
preſentation, had been fully opened 
and approved in parliament, at the 
time when the ſtamp act was 
{ed ; and as the total negleR of it 
fas given occaſion to great clamour 
and diſſatisfaction in the colonies. 
We cannot help further obſerving, 
that as the ſtamp act was not to take 
place till the 1 of November, if the 
parliament had been called early, 
their determinations, either for en- 
forcing or repealing that law, would 
probably have delivered the mer- 
chants and manufacturers here from 
all the difiiculties and diſtreſs to which 
they have been for ſo many months 
expoſed; nor would the diſorders in 
America, where all government is 
roſtrate, have riſen to ſo great a 
keipht, or taken ſo deep a root. 
zdly. Becauſe the argument which 
has been uſed in favour of this bill of 
repeal, that the experiment of the 


ſtamp act has been tried, and has 


failed, is extremely ill founded; as 
it manifeſtly appears from the whole 


tenor of the papers laid before us, 


that if this experiment had been pro- 
perly tried, with the ſame zeal for 
its ſucceſs with which it was firſt pro- 
poſed, it would not have failed in 
any of the colonies: and that this 
was the opinion of the greater part of 
the governors in North-America, and 
of many of the moſt intelligent and 
reſpectable perſons in thoſe provinces, 
for ſome time after this act was paſſed, 
is evident beyond a doubt, from the 
letters of the former now upon our 
table, and from the latter having a 
plied for, and accepted the office of 
diſtributors of the ſtamps under that 
act, which they certainly would not 
have done, and thereby have expoſed 
their lives and fortunes to the vio- 
lence and outrages which they haye 
ſince undergone, if they had then 
thought 
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thought the ſucceſs of this meaſure in 
any degree precarious : nor have, we 
heard of any impracticability attend- 
ing this law in Jamaica and Barba- 
does, and ſome other of the Weſt» 
India iſlands, or in thoſe of our co- 
lonies in North-America, where it 
has been executed. | 

4thly. Becauſe a precedent of the 
two houſes of parliament lending 
their power, from motives of fear or 
impatience under a preſent uneaſi- 
neſs, to overturn in one month a plan 
of meaſures, undertaken with their 
warmeſt approbation and concurrence, 


- 


* 


after the moſt mature deliberation of 


two years together, for the improve- 
ment of our revenue, and the relief 
of our people, will effectually dil- 
courage all officers of the crown in 
America from doing their duty, and 
e&cuting the laws of this kingdom; 


and is enough to deter future mini- 


ſters, in any circumſtances of diftreſs 
or danger to their country, from op- 
poſing their fortitude and zeal for the 
ſervice of the public, to ſtrong com- 
binations of private and particular 
intereſts, to the clamour of multitudes, 
or the malice of faction; which muſt 
neceſſarily bring on ſach a weakneſs 


and puſillanimity in the adminiſtra- 


tion of government, as will ſoon end 
in the downfal and ruin of the ſtate. 
Laſtly. Becauſe the repeal of this 
law under the preſent circumſtances, 
will, we fear, not only ſurrender the 
honour and eſſential intereſts of the 
kingdom now and for ever, both at 
home and abroad, but will alſo deep- 
affe& the fundamental principles 
of our conſtitution ; for if we paſs 
this bill againſt our opinion, from 
the threats and compulſion publicly 
avowed in our colonies, and enforced 
by the moſt unjuſtifiable means within 
Great-Britain, we diſclaim that le- 
giſlative authority over the ſubjects, 
which we own ourſelves unable to 
maintain. If we give our conſent to 
it here, without a full conviction that 
it in right, merely becauſe it has 
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paſſed the other houſe, by declining 


to do our duty on the moſt important 


occaſion which can ever preſent itſelf, 
and where our interpoſition, for many 
obvious reaſons, would be peculiarly 
proper we in effect annihilate this 
ranch of the legiſlature, and vote 
ourſelves uſeleſs. Or if by paſſing 
this bill, we mean to juſtify thoſe, 
who in America, and even in Great- 
Britain, have treated a ſeries of Bri- 
tiſh acts of parliament as ſo man 
acts of tyranny and oppreſſion, which 
it is ſcarcely criminal to reſiſt ; or 
thoſe officers of the crown, who, un- 
der the eye, and with the knowledge 
of government, have taken upon 
themſelves, whilit the parliament was 
ſitting, without its conſent, to ſuſ- 
nd the execution of the ſtamp act, 


y admitting ſhips from the colonies, 


with unſtampt clearances, to an en- 
try, in direct violation of it, which 
from the papers upon our table ap- 
pears to have been done ; we ſhall 
then For our approbation to an open 
breach of the feſt article of that great 
palladium of our liberties, the bill of 
rights; by which it 1s declared, 
© That the pretended power of ſuſ- 
pending of laws, or the execution of 
laws, by regal authority, without 
conſent of parliament, is illegal. 
Laſtly, If we ground our — gs 
upon the opinion of thoſe who have 
contended in this houſe, that from 
the conſtitution of our colonies they 
ought never to be taxed, even for 
their own immediate defence, we 
fear that ſuch a declaration, by which 
near a fifth part of the ſubjects of 
Great-Britain, who by the acts of 
parliament to. reſtrain the preſſing of 
ſeamen in America, are already ex- 
empted from furniſhing men to our 


navy, are to be for ever exempted 


from contributing their ſhare towards 
their own ſupport in money likewiſe, 
will, from the flagrant partiality and 
injuſtice of it, either depopulate this 
kingdom, or ſhake the baſis of equal- 
ity, and of that original compact, 

upon 
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upon which every ſociety is founded , 
and as we believe, that there 1s no 
inſtance of ſuch a permanent exem 
tion of ſo large a body of the ſubjects 
of any ſtate in any hiſtory, antient or 
modern, we are extremely apprehen- 
five of the fatal conſequences of this 
unhappy meaſurez to which, for 
theſe reaſons, in addition to thoſe 
contained in the proteſt of the 11th 
of this month, our duty to the King, 
and juſtice to our country, oblige us 
to enter this our ſolemn diſſent, 
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Temple Dudley and Ward 
Abercorn Suffolk and Berkſhire 
Scarſdale 4 
J. Bangor Bridgewater 

Trevor Gower 

Hyde Groſvenor 
Marlborough Powis 

Sandwich Ker 

Charles Carliſle Lyttelton 
Weymouth Eſſex 

Thomas Briſtol Ferrers 

W, Glouceſter Aylesford 
Buckinghamſhire Vere 

R. Dureſme Eglintoun. 


[Here the diſpute ſeems to have ceaſed until it was revived the next ſeſſion 


of parliament (1 


6-7), when the following letters and papers were laid upon 


the table; which have not been printed before.] 
Copy of Mr. Secretary Conway's Cir- which are the natural, and I truſt 


cular Letter o his Majeſty's Governors 
in America. 
St. James's, March 31, 1766. 
SIR, | 

Herewith I have the pleaſure of 
tranſmitting to you copies of two acts 
of parliament juſt paſt, the firſt for 
ſecuring the juſt dependency of the 
colonies on the mother-country, the 
ſecond for the repeal of the act of the 
laſt ſeſſion, granting certain ſtamp- 
duties in America; and, I expect 
ſhortly, to ſend you a third for the 
indemnity of ſuch perſons as have in- 
curred the penalties impoſed by the 
act juſt repealed, as ſuch a bill is now 
depending, and has made a conſi- 
derable progreſs in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. 

The moderation, the forbearance, 
the unexampled lenity and tenderneſs 
of parliament towards the colonies,“ 
which are ſo ſignally diſplayed in thoſe 
acts, cannot but diſpoſe the province 
committed to your care, to that return 
of chearful obedience to the laws and 
legiſlative authority of Great Britain, 
and to thoſe ſentiments of reſpectful 
gratitude to the mother - country, 


will be the certain effects of ſo much 
grace and condeſcenſion ſo remarkabl 
manifeſted on the part of his Ma- 
jeſty and of the parliament, and the 
future happineſs and proſperity of the 
colonies, will very much depend on 
the teſtimonies they ſhall now give of 
theſe diſpoſitions, 

For as a dutiful and affectionate re- 
turn to ſuch peculiar proofs of indul- 
gence and affection, may now at this 
great criſis be a means of fixing the mu- 
tual intereſts and inclinations of Great 
Britain and her colonies, on the moſt 
firm and ſolid foundations, it cannot 
but appear viſible that the leaſt cool- 
neſs or unthankfulneſs, the leaſt mur- 
muring or diſſatĩs faction on any ground 
whatever, of former heat, or too 
much prevailing prejudice, may fa- 
tally endanger that union, and give 
the moſt ſevere and affecting blow to 
the future intereſts of both coun- 
tries. 

You would think it ſcarce poſſible, 
I imagine, that the paternal care of 


his Majeſty for his colonies, or the 
lenity and indulgence of the parlia- 


ment ſhould go farther than 1 have 


The variations contained in the following notes on this letter, were the 
particular alterations in the letter ſent to General Gage. 


[Wich are ſo ſignally diſplayed in thoſe acts, cannot but diſpoſe the 
colonies to that chearful obedience, Ge] 
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already mentioned; yet ſo full of true 
magnanimity are the ſentiments of 


both, and ſo free from the ſmalleſt 


colour of paſſion or * pe that 
they ſeem not only diſpoſed to forgive 
but to forget thoſe moſt unjuſtifiable 
marks of an undutiful diſpoſition too 
frequent in the late tranſactions of the 
colonies, and which for the honor of 
thoſe colonies it were to be wiſhed had 
been more diſcountenanced and diſ- 
couraged by thoſe who had knowledge 
to conduct themſelves otherwiſe. 

A reviſion of the late American 
trade laws is going to be the imme- 
diate object of parliament, nor will 
the late tranſactions there, however 
provoking, I dare ſay, prevent the 
full operation of that kind and 1a- 
dulgent diſpoſition prevailing in both 
his Majeſty and parliament, to give 
the trade and intereſt of America 


every relief which the true ſtate of 


their circumſtances demanded or ad- 


mits. 

Nothing will tend more effectually 
to every conciliating purpoſe, and 
there ,is nothing therefore I have in 
command more earneſtly to require of 
you, than that you ſhould exert your- 
ſelf ' in recommending it ſtrongly to 
the aſſembly, that fal and ample 
compenſation be made to thoſe, who 
from the madneſs” of the people have 
ſuffered for their deference to acts of 
the Britiſh legiſlature, and you will 
be particularly attentive that ſuch per- 
ſons be effectually ſecured from any 
further inſalt, and that as far as in 
you lies, you will take care by your 
example and influence, that they may 
be treated with that reſpe& to their 
perſons, and that juſtice in regard to 
all their pretenſions which their merits 
and ſufferings undoubtedly claim. — 


[* In perſuading that full, &c.] 


The reſolutions of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which by his Majeſty's com- 
mand +I tranſmit to you to be laid 
before the aſſembly, will- ſhew you 
the ſenſe of that houſe on thoſe points, 
and am perſuaded it will, as it moſt 
certainly ought to be the glory of that 
aſſembly, to adopt and imitate theſe 
ſentiments of the Britiſh parliament, 
founded on the- cleareſt principles of 
humanity and juſtice, | 

I mention one circumſtance in 
particular that ſhould + recommend 
thoſe unhappy people, whom the out- 
rage of the populace had driven from 
America, to the affection of all that 
country, which is, that unprovoked by 
the injuries they had ſuffered, to 2 
forgetfulneſs of what they owed to 
truth and their country, they gave 
their teſtimonies with knowledge but 
without paſſion or prejudice, and thoſe 
teſtimonies had, I believe, grear 
weight in perſuading the repeal of 
the ſtam p- act. ou 

J have only to add, which I do 
with great pleaſure, that every 
of your conduct has had the intire 
and hearty approbation of your ſo- 


 vereign ||, and that the judicious re- 


preſentations m favour of your pro- 
vince, which appear in your letters 
laid before both houſes of parliament, 
ſeem to have their fall weight in all 
thoſe parts of the American intereſts 
to which they relate, and, as his Ma- 
jeſty honors you with his fulleſt ap- 
probation, both for the firmneſs and 
for the temperance of your conduct, 
ſo I hope your province will be ſen- 
ſible of their obligations to you, and 
will cordially feel what they owe to a 
governor whom no outrage could pro- 
voke to reſentment, nor any inſult 
induce to relax in his endeayour to 


perſuade 


[+ I have tranimitted to the ſeveral governors to be laid before the 
aſſemblies, will ſhew you the ſenſe of that houſe on thoſe points, and I am 
perſuaded, need not preſs you to exert your utmoſt endeavours to excite every 


where a ſpirit of obedience and ſubmiſſion among the people.] 
ſt Which ought to recommend, 8&C. | | 9 


— 


{i} This will be delivered to you by Mejor James, whoſe ſpirited conduct in 


'S 


bis poſt at New-York, and his unprejudiced repreſentations here muſt do him 


great 
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perſuade his Majeſty to ſhew indul- 


pence and favour even to the offend- 


ng part of his le. Iam, &c. 
* ** H. S. Cox wax. 
To Governor Bernard. ; 

Like letters to the governors of 
New-York, New- Jerſey, Connecticut, 
Rhode-Iſland, Virginia, Maryland, 
North Carolina and Georgia, which, 
inſtead of the laſt paragraphs, con- 
clude with the following one : 

« Your ſituation, which has made 
you a witneſs of the diſtractions of 
that country, will enable you to form 
the beſt judgment of the behaviour 
which your province ought to uſe 
upon this occaſion, and of the argu- 
ments which you ought to employ to 
enforce the neceſſity of ſuch a beha- 
yiour as is ſuitable to their preſent 
circumſtances.” 

The three laſt paragraphs are omit- 
ted in the letters to the governors of 
Pennſylvania, New-Hampſhire, and 
South- Carolina, which conclude with 
the paragraph as above, with this 
addition to Pennſylvania : ; 

J am glad to find that things have 
remained quiet in your government : 
By his Majeſty's commands I tranſmit 
you the reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons, to be laid before your aſ- 


time aſſure of his Majeſty's appro- 
bation of the wiſe 3 as 
well as dutiful behaviour which the 
province of Pennſylvania has held, 
amidſt the too prevailing diſtractions 
which have ſo generally agitated the 
other colonies, 

„This behaviour of your province 
reflects honor on your adminiftration, 
and I have the ſatisfaction to inform 
you, that your own conduct meets 


ſembly, whom you will at the ſame 


91 
with his Majeſty's approbation.“ 
And to New-Hampſhire with the 
following paragraph : DEP 

By his Majeſty's commands, I. 
tranſmit to you the reſolutions of the 
Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, 
on the occaſion of the late diſ urbances 


in America, to be laid before che 


aſſembly,” 


The three ſaid laſt paragraphs are 
likewiſe omitted to the governors of 
Quebec, Nova- Scotia, Eaſt and Weſt- 
Florida, and Weſt-India Iſlands, and 
the following one was made uſe of: 

* am glad to find there have been 
no diſturbances in your * province on 
this occaſion, and I am confident, I 
need not point out to you the beha- 
viour which it becomes the colonies 
to uſe at this time, or the arguments 
which you ought to employ to eniorce 
the neceſſity of ſuch a behaviour in 
the preſent ſituation of things.“ 

N. B. The reſolutions of the Houſe of 

Commons were alſo tranſmitted to 

them. 


Copy of a circular Letter to his Ma- 
jeſty's Governors in America, 
| Whitehall, July 10, 1766. 
8 IX., 
I ſend you herewith incloſed, An 
Act, intitled, an Act for repealing 
certain Duties in the Britiſh Colonies 
and Plantations, granted by ſeveral 
Acts of Parliament, &c. and for 
granting other Duties inſtead there- 
of,“ which I make no doubt will be 


received and confidered as a further 


proof of the*king and parliament's 
attention to the intereſts and proſ- 
perity of his Majeſty's American ſub- 
jects. I am, &c. | 

| | RicHMOND, &c. 


great credit with all honeſt men, It is by his Majeſty's commands that I re- 
commend him not only to your protection but to your favour, 


. Your laſt letters of the 22d of February are juſt received: I cannot now 


five you a particular anſwer ; your own knowledge of things and prudence, 


Tam, &, H. S. Conwar.] 


Copy 


4 will make any particular direction needleſs. 
To Major-General Cage. 

1 * Government, ] 

in | N 2 
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Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Shel- 
to Sir Henry Moore, Governor 

of New-York. * 
Whitehall, Au , 1766. 

8 1 R. E 9, 17 

T took the firſt opportunity, after 
his Majeſty had been moſt graciouſly 
Pleaſed to intruſt me with the ſeals of 
the ſouthern department, to lay before 
Him your letter of the 2oth of June, 
iving an account of the general ſatiſ- 
ction expreſſed by all ranks and de- 
rees of people on the repeal of the 
famp. act and likewiſe your reaſons 


for aſſenting to a bill for providing 


barracks, firewood, candles, bedding 
and utenſils for the kitchen for the 
king's troops as demanded, notwith- 
ſtanding the articles of ſalt, vinegar, 
cyder and beer, be not included, under 
a pretence that they are not provided 
for troops lodged in barracks in 
Europe. 

I have his Majeſty's commands to 
acquaint you of the ſatisfaction he 
feels in the happineſs of his ſubjects, 
ariſing from the tender care and con- 
ſideration of his parliament ; but I am 
ordered to ſignify to you at the ſame 
time, that as it is the indiſpenſible 
duty of his ſubjects in America to 
obey the acts of the legiſlature of 
Great-Britain, the king both expects 
and requires a due and chearful obe- 
dience to the ſame ; and it cannot be 
doubted that his Majeſty's province of 
New-York, after the lenity of Great- 
Britain ſo recently extended to Ame- 
rica, will not fail duly to carry into 
execution the a& of parhament paſſed 
laſt ſeſſion for quartering his Ma- 
jeſty's troops, in the full extent and 
meaning of the act, without referring 
to the uſage of other parts of his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions, where the legiſlature 
has thought proper to preſcribe dif- 
ferent regulations, and which cannot 
be altered any mo:e than in North- 
America, except upon a reſpectful 
and well-grounded repreſentation of 
or inconvenience :— 
Theſe conſxerations, I am convinced, 


have thought proper to enact, for 


muſt of themſelves have ſo mach 
weight with the aſſembly of New. 
Vork, not only in the preſent con- 
juncture, when it is natural to ſu 
ſe the minds of men retain ſenſible 
impreſſions of what has lately paſſed, 
but upon other occaſions which may 
call for a ready obedience, that ! 
cannot think it neceſſary for me to 
enlarge further upon their importance; 
I muſt only, Sir, in general, add, 
that I hope and believe, that a very 
little time, together with that tem- 
perate adminiſtration of government, 
which your regard to the people under 
it muſt make you naturally incline. to, 
and that firmneſs which your duty to 
the king equally requires, will allay 
whatever remains of thoſe heats which 
have ſo unhappily for America pre- 
vailed, and which, if continued, muſt 
prove of the moſt fatal conſequence to 
whatever province they are ſuffered in, 
am therefore perſuaded, that the 
aſſembly will loſe no occaſion that 
offers, of convincing his Majeſty, that 
the people of New-York will yield to 
no other part of his Majeſty*s ſubjech 
in duty, loyalty, and obedience, to 
ſuch laws as the king and parliament 


their benefit and pratection. 
Jam, &c. SHELBUR&E: 


Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Shel- 
burne to Governor Bernard. 
Whitehall, Sept. 13, 1766. 

6 1-K, - gt, 

I have had the honor to lay before 
the king your letters of the 29th of 
June and 19th of July laſt, together 
with the incloſures therein contained, 


and I have received his Majeſty's 


commands to communicate them to 
ſuch of his ſervants as he thinks proper 
uſually to conſult upon his moſt im- 
portant affairs, as | 295 as the ſeaſon 
of the year will conveniently admit of 
their meeting for this and other pur. 


' Poſes. In the mean time his Ma- 


zeſty is extremely ſorry to obſerve any 
degree of ill temper remaining in his 
colony 
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eolony of Maſſachuſet's-Bay, or that 


points ſhould be ſo improperly agi- 
tated, as to tend to the revival of diſ- 
putes which every friend to America 
maſt with to be forgotten. They have 
ſeen the parliament of Great-Britain 
give due attention to all well-founded 
complaints of the provinces, notwith- 
ſtanding they appeared to them in 
ſome parts not ſo properly urged, and 
though the legiſlature will certainly, 
on iſ juſt occaſions, exerciſe and en- 
force its legiſlative power over the 
colonies, yet it cannot be doubted 
but it will exert it with a due regard 
to the nature of their connection with 
the mother-country. 

Upon this occaſion it 1s proper to 
obſerve in general, that the eaſe and 
honor of his Majeſty's government in 
America will greatly depend on the 
temper and wiſdom of thoſe who are 
intruſted with the adminiſtration there, 
and that they ought to be perſons diſ- 
daining narrow views, private com- 
binations, and partial attachments. 


It is with great pleaſure, Sir, that I 


have obſerved the manner in which 
you have conducted yourſelf during 
the diſputes of the laſt year, which I 
cannot do without highly approving 
your attention and watchfulneſs on 
the one hand to ſupport the authority 
of government, and on the other, the 
tenderneſs and affection which ap- 
peared in all your letters towards the 
people under your government.—A 
temperate conduct, founded on the 
true baſis of public good, avoiding 
all unneceſſary reſerve where nothing 
arbitrary is thought of, and nothing 
unreaſonable required, muſt carry 
conviction to the hearts of the de- 
lauded, conciliate the minds of all, 
and inſure the confidence of his Ma- 
jeſty's loyal and loving ſubjects of 
America, 

Upon theſe confiderations I am per- 
ſuaded that the aſſembly will imme- 
diately, upon their meeting, fall into 
meaſures to .terminate all local dif- 
ficulties which appear by your ac- 
counts to have hitherto prevented that 
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compliance which will be expected by 
parliament, with the recommendations 
you have been required to make, in 
conſequence of the reſolutions of both 
houſes, —It is impoſſible to conceive, 
that they will ſuffer any private con- 
ſiderations to interfere with their deſire 
of ſhewing a proper ſenſe of that pa- 
ternal regard which they have ex- 
perienced from his Majeſty, and that 
attention which parliament has given 
to their complaints, which can never 
be done with more propritty than by 
granting, with the utmoſt chearful- 
neſs, a juſt compenſation to thoſe whe 
have ſuffered by the late diſorders. 

| I am, &c. SHELRURN8E. 


Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant Goe 
vernor Bull to Mr. Secretary Conway. 


Received Fune 30. ] 


Charles-Town, May 9, 1766. 


SIR, 

By the Hillſborough Packet on the 
15th of laſt month, I received the 
honour of your letter (a duplicate, 
the original never having reached me) 
dated the 24th of October, 1765, ſig- 
nifying his Majeſty's pleaſure in regard 
to the ſuppreſſion of riots in this pro- 
vince, and it is with no ſmall ſatis- 


faction I reflect that my behaviour in 


that delicate conjuncture has been re- 

ulated in the ſame manner which 
bis Majeſty has graciouſly thought fit 
to command his governors to obſerve. 

I am to acquaint you, Sir, that 
within theſe two days we have re- 
ceived accounts from various parts 


that the ſtamp-act is certainly re- 
pealed, which are attended with cir- 


cumſtances that leave no room to 
doubt the truth thereof. The joy 
of the people on this occaſion was 
demonſtrated by running almoſt to 
exceſs, at the thoughts of being re- 


lieved, not only from the diſtreſs 


which the preſent ſtagnation of bu- 
ſineſs had brought on them, but alſo 
from the apprehenſions of having 
further burthens laid upon them; and, 
although I expect the arrival of Lord 

| Charles 
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Charles Montague, aur governor, every 


day, the irk ſomeneſsof the late reſtraint rations before ſhe could venture to ſez 
renders the people ſo impatient of again, I am enabled, by the del 


waiting for any further confirmation 
of this agreeable news, that as the 


giv his royal aſſent to the bill, all 
opened, and with them a proſ 


good order, tranquilit , and proſ- 
perity through the province. N 


Gervermor Sir Henry Moore's Letter to 
Mr. Secretary Conway. 
[Received July 6, by Major-General 

| Burton. 


Fort-George, New-Y; ork, 

SIR, May 27, 1766. 
1 had the honor of receiving your 
letters by the hands of Major | 999g 


2nd at the ſame time diſpatches for 


the reſt of his Majeſty's governors, all 
which were forwarded to them within 
a few hours after they were landed. 


As the general aſſembly of this pro- 


vince will meet in a few days, I ſhall 
then have an opportunity of ſeeing 
what impreſſion has been made on 
their minds by the ſignal favours al- 
ready conferred on them by his Ma- 
jeſty and his parliament, and what 
returns of gratitude they are inclined 
t make. Nothing, on my part, 
Hall be wanting to bring back to 
their dfty thoſe who have been im- 
poſed on and miſled, and I ſhall, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, recommend to 
the aſſembly the caſe of thoſe perſons 


who were ſufferers in the late com- 


motions, that they may have a full 


- compenſation made to them for the 


laſſes they ſuſtained, by the haſty and 

M- timed proceedings of the populace. 
J have the honor to be, &c. 

H. Moore. 


Governor Sir Henry Moore's Letter. 
{ Received the 1 of Fuly.] 
Fort- George, New-York, 
SIR, June 20, 1766. 
The pacquet having ſuffered ſo 
much in her laſt voyage as to ſtand 


xepeal operates from the day the king 
uſual channels of bufineſs are now repeal of the ſtamp-act. The 


in need of ſome conſiderable 


which this misfortune has e 
to tranſmit to you ſome accounts of 
our proceedings here, ſince I had the 
honor of your letter, notifying the 


pect of neral aſſembly having deſired, at the 


cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, to ſit again in 
the ſpring for the diſpatch of ſome 
buſineſs, their meeting was put off, 
oy different prorogations, till the 11th 
ay of this month, and I have here 
incloſed my ſpeech at the opening of 
the ſeſſions, and the addreſſes of the 
council and afſembly. From the ge- 
neral ſatisfaction which was Want 4. 
here by all ranks and degrees of 
people, I had all the reaſon to expect, 
that the earlieſt opportunity would 
have been taken to ſhew their gra- 
titude for ſuch ſignal favours received; 
you may then eaſily judge, Sir, how 
much I was ſurprized to find myſelf 
diſappointed in my expectations; for, 


, upon General Gage's application to 


me for bedding, utenſils, &c. a 

able to the a of parliament for his 
Majeſty's troops then under orders of 
march for this city, the conſideration 
of the meſſage I ſent was poſtponed 
till after the arrival of the troops, by 
which they were put to very great 
inconveniences, and afterwards ſuch 
reſolutions were entered into that ap- 
peared to me as evaſive as they were 
unexpected. After informing the ge- 
neral with what had paſſed, I ſent a 
ſecond meſſage, which was ordered 
in ſuch a manner as to require a ca- 
tegorical anſwer, which laid them 
under ſome difficulties; for, although 
it appeared plainly, that they did not 
chooſe to ſhew that obedience which 


was due to an act of parliament, it 


was as evident that they were too ap- 
prehenſive of the ill conſequences 


which would attend their refuſing to 


comply with it. They have now or- 
dered a bill to be brought in, for 
providing barracks, fire-wood, can- 

dles, 
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dles, bedding, and utenſils for the 
kitchen as demanded, but the ar- 
ticles of ſalt, vinegar, and cyder or 
beer, are not to be included in the 
bill; being furniſhed with this pre- 
tence to leave them-out, that they 
are not provided in Europe for his 
Majeſty's troops which are in bar- 
racks; and, as the General is ſatis- 
fied that nothing more can be ob- 
tained at this time, I hope that I 
ſhall be thought to act for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice in paſſing the bill in its 
preſent ſtate, for the difficulties which 
would ariſe in the other colonies upon 
a like application from their gover- 
nors, may by this ſtep be obviated, as 
I am perſuaded, from what I have 
ſeen, that the example of this pro- 
vince, in making the proviſion re- 
quired, will have a greater influence 
on the proceedings of the others than 
any other motive whatſoever, and 1t 
will appear on the minutes of the aſ- 
ſembly, that I made the ſame demand 
during their laſt ſeſſion, without being 
able to obtain the ſmalleſt ſum for 
that purpoſe. This, Sir, is a bare re- 
lation of what has paſſed here, with- 
out aggravating or extenuating any 
one circumſtance, and as matters of 
fat ſpeak beſt for themſelves, I 
thought it proper to lay the whole of 
this 2 before you, as it will, 
at one view, ſhew the deference here 
paid to acts of parliament, and what 
may be our expectations on a future 
occaſion ; you will be pleaſed to ob- 
ſerve, that my meſſage 1s treated 
merely as a requiſition made here, 
and that they have carefully avoided 
the leaſt mention of the act on which 
it is founded, and it is my opinion, 
that every act of paiiiament, when 
not backed by a ſufficient power to 
enforce it, will meet with the ſame 
fate here. I am, &c. 

To the Right Hon. N H. Mook. 
H. S. Conway. 


The Speech of his Excellency Sir Henry 
Moore, Bart. Coptain-General and 
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Governor in Chief, in and over the 


Province of New-York, and the Ter- 


ritories depending thereon in America, 


Vice- Admiral and Chancellor of the 


Jame. 2 
To the Council and General Aſſembly of 
the faid Province. | 
Gentlemen of the Council, and Gen- 
tlemen of the General Aſſembly, 

'The general ſatisfaftion which has 
been diffuſed throughout the colonies 
on the late fayourable proceedings of 
the parliament of Great-Britain in the 
repeal of the ſtamp-a&, and the im- 
progeny made on the minds of the 
eople on receiving ſuch diſtinguiſh-. 
2 marks of his Majeſty's favour and 
protection, have induced me to give 

you the earlieſt opportunity of makin 
thoſe acknowledgements of duty and 
ſubmiſſion, which on ſuch an occaſion 
muſt ariſe in the breaſt of every in- 
dividual. 
heretofore made by artful and de- 


_ ſigning perſons, have had their effect 


in impoſing on the weak and cre- 
dulous, and falſe hopes and fears are 
now conceived by thoſe, who, from 
their ſituation, can only ſee and hear at 
a diſtance, and of courſe are eaſily 
impoſed on. Let it be your concern 
to undeceive the deluded, and, by 
the powerful examples of your own 
conduct, bring back to a ſenſe of 
their duty, thoſe who have been 
miſled, that nothing which can carry 
With 1t the leaſt reſemblance of former 
heat and prejudice may be ſuffered to 
prevail, and the minds of thoſe who 
are too eaſily agitated, be diſpoſed to 
a Chearful e eee to the laws, and 
to ſentiments of reſpectful gratitude 
to the mother- country. 

Gentlemen of the General {ſſembly, 

I muſt at this time recommend to 
your particylar attention the caſe of 
thoſe unfortunate perſons, who from 
the licentiouſneſs of the populace have 
ſuffered for their deference to the acts 
of the Britiſh legiſlature; I flatter 
myſelf, that they who ſue to this 


houſe for juſtice will never ſue in 


vain, 


The miſrepreſentations 
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Vain, and that it will be no ungrate, 
ful taſk for this province to take the 
lead on ſuch an occaſion, and, by 
making a full and ample compenſation 
to the ſufferers for their goods and 
effects deſtroyed, ſhew to the neigh- 
bouring provinces, by an example 

t as well as juſt, the ſenſe which 
is here entertained of the benefitg 
lately received. The refolutions of 
the Houſe of Commons have, by his 
Majeſty's commands, been tranſmitted 
to me, in order to be laid before 
you: theſe ſufficiently ſhew the ſenſe 
of that augult aſſembly on this point, 
whoſe ſentiments it ſhould be your 
glory to adopt and imitate, as they 
are ſo evidently founded on the 
cleareſt principles of humanity and 
Juſtice. This carries its own recom- 
mendation with it, and makes it 
needleſs for me to enforce by argu- 
ments, a meaſure, which at the ſame 
time it will do honour to the province, 
will ſhew yourſelves not unworthy of 
that royal condeſcenſion and pro- 
tection which have been manifeſted 
on the late intereſting occaſion. 

Gentlemen of the Council, and Gen- 

tlemen of the General Aſſembly, 

T have nothing more in particular 
to lay before you at this juncture, and 
ſhall be extremely happy to ſhew my 
ready concurrence with you in pro- 
moting every meaſure which can tend 
to the ſervice of his Majeſty, and the 


Ifare of the people. 
r, Feri, # H. Moore. 
June 12, 1766. 


To his Excellency Sir Henry Moore, 
Bart. Captain-General and Governor 
in Chief in and over t'e Province of 
New-York, and the Territories de- 

ending in America, Chancellor and 
Vice-Admiral of the ſame.” 
The humble Adareſs of the Council of 
the Province of New-York, 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
The council, impreſſed with the, 
warmeſt ſentiments of duty and gra- 
titude to his Majeſty, for the late 
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moſt diſtinguiſhing mark of royal 
favour and protection, and filled with 
the higheſt ſenſe of the great wiſdom, 
juſtice and moderation, manifeſted in 
the proceedings of that auguſt body 
the Britiſh parliament, return your 
Excellency their unfeigned thanks for 
this early communication of an event 
ſo ardently hoped for, and ſo highly 
ſatisfactory to theſe colonies. 

To undeceive the deluded, and to 
bring back to a ſenſe of their duty 
the miſguided and prejudiced, have 
been the fixed objects of our attention, 
ſenſible that where ſubmiſſion to the 
laws 1s wanting, anarchy and con- 
fuſion muſt enſue : evils the moſt to 
be dreaded, as they are the moſt per- 
nicious to ſociety. And you may be 
aſſured, Sir, that nothing ſhall be 
wanting on our part to inculcate in 
the minds of the people, a thorough 
ſenſe of the obedience they owe, the 
dependence they ftand in, and the 
benefits they receive from their moſt 
rom ſovereign, and their guar- 

ians the Britiſh parliament, con- 
fident that the colonies in general, 
will, by their conduct, ſhew them- 
ſelves deſerving of every mark of 
royal favour and indulgence. 

We ſhall, at all times, chearful'y 
and readily concur with your Excel- 
lency in promoting every meaſure 
which can tend to the ſervice of his 
Majeſty, and the happineſs and proſ- 
perity of the colony. By order of 
the council, 

New-Tois, DANIEL HORSMAN DEN, 
June 14, 1766. Speaker. 


To which bis Excellency was pleaſed 
to return the following anſwer. 
Gentlemen, 

I return you many thanks for this 
addreſs, as the ſentiments you expreſs 
therein muſt ſo manifeſtly tend to the 
eſtabliſhment of the happineſs and 
proſperity of your country. 

Fort George, New-York, 

June 16, 1766. | 
Te 
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ue, of the» Houſe of Affnbly of 
New-York | 


To his Excellency Sir Henry Moore, 
Baronet, Captain-General and Go- 
wernor in Chief, in and over the 
Colony of New-York, and the Ter- 
ritcries depending thereon in America, 
Chancellor and Vice- Admiral of the 
ſame. | 

The humble Addreſs of the General A, 

fembly of the ſaid Colony. 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

We his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 

loyal ſubjects the general aſſembly of 

the colony of New-York, return your 

Excellency our hearty thanks for your 

ſpeech. 


tender concern for the rights and li- 
berties of his American ſubjects, and 
the ſignal proof of the juſtice and im- 
partiality of the Britiſh parliament, in 
the repeal of the ſtamp- act, will, we 
doubt not, add new ardour to their 
affection for his ſacred perſon and go- 
vernment, and augment their eſteem 
and veneration for his auguit par- 
lament, 3 

And as we conceive it our honor 
and happineſs to participate in, and 
to the utmoſt of our power to promote 
and inculcate the warmeſt gratitude 
for every inſtance of moderation and 
juſtice in the grand legiſlature of the 
nation, ſo we ſhall negle&t no op- 
ortunity to diſcountenance and ſup- 
preſs every miſrepreſentation tending 
to extinguiſh or abate ſuch becoming 
ſentiments, and to promote by our 
influence and example, a chearful 
dbedience to the laws, and a re- 
ſpectful conduct to the mother- 
ountry. | | 
The reſolutions of the honourable 
ouſe of commons reſpecting the ſuf- 
erers in the late commotions, we 
all conſider with all the deference 
ue to the ſentiments of that il- 
uſtrious aſſembly, and we return 
your Excellency our hearty thanks 


oncurrence in promoting every 


A . 


The recent inſtance of his Majeſty's 


or your aſſurance of your ready 
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meaſure which may tend to the ſer- 


vice of his Majeſty, and the welfare 
of the 4 By order of the ge- 
neral aſſembly, | | 
Aembiy- Chamber, W. Nicol x, 9p". 
City of New-York, June 16, 1766. 


To which his Excellency was pleaſed 
to return the following anfwer. 
Gentlemen of the General Aſjembly, 
I return you my thanks for this 
addreſs, It is hoped from the ſen- 
timents you entertain of the bene- 
fits lately received, that thoſe who 
have at heart the proſperity of their 
country, will not negle& ſo favour- 
able an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing 
themſelves as that which now offers, 
by promoting whatever may be ne- 
ceſſary towards the ſettling on a laſt- 
ing foundation, the mutual intereſts of 
Great-Britain and her colonies. 


Copies of Sir Henry Moore's tawo Meſ- 
ſages to the Houſe of Aſſembly of New- 
York, and the Anſwers, in his Letter 
of June 20, 17906. 

Copy of Sir Henry Moore's firſt Me, 

Jags to the Houſe of Aſſembly, 
June 13, 1766. 

A return of his Majeſty's forces 
under orders of march for this city, 
having been ſent to me by his Ex- 
cellency General Gage, I take the 
earlieſt opportunity of laying it before 
you, and hope you will pive the ne- 
ceſſary directions, that ſufficient quar- 
ters, bedding, utenſils, &c. may be 
provided for the reception of the of- 
ficers and ſoldiers ſpecified in the ſaid 
return, agreeable to the act of par- 


liament. 


Anſwer of the Houſe of Aſſembly to tb 


above Meſſage. 
Aſjembly-Chamber, City of New-York, 
Die Jovis, 9 . A. M. the 19th 
of Tune, 1766. 

The houſe, according to order, re- 
ſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe upon his Excellency's 
meſſage of the 13th inſtant, recom« 
mending the making, proviſion for 

* Auarters, 
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of 
quarters, bedding, utenſils, &c. for 
a number of troops mentioned in a 
return accompanying the ſaid meſ- 
ſage ; after ſome time ſpent in con- 
adering the ſame, Mr. Speaker re- 

ſumed the chair, and Mr. Philip Li- 
vingſton reported the reſolutions of 
the committee, which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered it at 
the table, where the fame was again 
read,: and are as follow ; viz. 

- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the general af- 
ſembly of this colony have always 
been ready and willing to comply with 
every requiſition” made to them by 
order and for the ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty, nor can they recolle& one ſingle 
inſtance wherein they have with-held 
the aid requeſted. 

. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the requiſition 
now made by the above-mentioned 
meſſage, is of ſuch a nature and ten- 
dency, that ſhould it be granted, the 
expence might, and probably would, 
very ſoon exceed the ability of this 
colony to pay, as the number of 
troops that may from time to time 
require the like proviſion, are to this 
commutee entirely unknown, and the 
articles required for the greateſt part, 
as this committee is informed, unpre- 
cedented. 

Reſolved, That 1t is the opinion of 
this committee, that the requiſition 
now made will amount at leaſt to 
three-pence per day for each private 
man, excluſive of beds and bedding. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the houſe, upon 
a proper requiſition from the crown 
for that purpoſe, ſhould be at the 
expence of furniſhing barracks, bed- 
ding, utenſils for dreſſing victuals, 
and firewood, and candles, for a pro- 
portionate part of the troops with the 

reſt of the colonies, which the com- 
mittee conceives is as much as can 
reaſonably be expected. 

* Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that his, Majeſty's 


* 
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ſervice cannot in the leaſt ſuffer 
the non-compliance of the houſe i 
this requiſition, becauſe the 

have hitherto ſubſiſted very well with. 


out any ſuch proviſion; and if that 


was not the caſe, a ſum of money to 
the amount of /. 3990, is now re- 
maining in the treaſury of this colony, 
ſubject to the order of the commander 
in chief oſ his Majeſty's troops in 
North-America, which he may apply 
for the ſervice of his Majeſty's forces, 


as he thinks r. 
And the air reſolutions having 
been read a ſecond time: 

Reſolved, That the houſe. do agree 
with the committee in the foregoing 
reſolutions. | 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas and 
Colonel Livingſton wait upon his Ex- 
cellency with the foregoing reſo- 
lutions. By order of the general aſ. 
ſembly, ABRanam LoTr, Clerk. 


Copy of Sir Henry Moore's ſecond Me/ 
ſage to the Houſe of Aſſembly, 
June 20, I . 

A copy of the reſolutions of the 
houſe of aſſembly, in anſwer to my 


meſſage of the 13th inſtant, recom- 


mending the making proviſion for 
quarters, bedding; utenſils, &c. for 
his Majeſty's troops then under orders 
of march for this city, having been 
ſent to his Excellency the general, 
E yeſterday evening received a letter 
from him, of which the following is 
an extract, | 

„The ſum of 3990 pounds, 
which the houſe mentions to be re- 
maining in the treaſury of this colony, 
{u5je& ro the order of the commander 
in chief of his Majeſty's forces in 
North-America, I underſtand was left 
there by Sir Jeffery Amherſt, to be re- 
turned to the province, as the ſervice of 
the pablicdid not require it to be drawn. 
If the honſe means that ſum as a fund 
to be appropriated to the uſe of quer- 
tering his Majeſty's forces, it will cer- 
tainly anſwer as well as any other 
fund they might appropriate to that 


uſe, 
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priate any fund for furniſhing his Ma- 


uſe, as far as it will,go. But I ſhould 
be glad to be informed, whether it is 
the intent and meaning of the houſe 
of aſſembly, that the commander in 
chief of his — th forces ſhould 
draw for the above ſum of £.3990, or 
ſuch parts thereof as there may be 
occaſion for, to indemnify the ma- 
giſtrates for the expences they may 
incur in quartering his Majeſty's 
troops, according to the act of parlia- 
ment paſſed the laſt ſeſſiong of par- 
lament for quartering his Majeſty's 
forces in North-America.“ | 

As by this extract it appears that a 
farther explication is required of that 
paragraph in the meſſage of yeſterday 


relative to the ſum of money therein 


mentioned to be lying in the treaſury, 
and at the diſpoſal of the commander 
in chief of his Majeſty's troops. The 
houſe of aſſembly is deſired to inform 
me, on what conditions the general 
is to draw for that money, and 
whether he is to take it on the terms 
mentioned in his letter or not, that 
no time may be loſt in furniſhing the 
neceſſaries for the troops. 


Anſwer to Sir Henry Moore's ſecond 
M.ſſage te the Houſe of Aſſembly, on 
the 20th of June, 1766. * 


Die Lune, 3 b. P. M. the 23d of 


June, 1766. 

The houſe, according to order, re- 
ſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe upon his Excellency's 
meſſage of the 2oth inſtant, relating 
to the 8 of his Majeſty's 
forces in this colony. After ſome 
time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Philip Li- 
vingſton reported the reſolutions of 
the committee, which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the table, where the ſame were again 
read, and agreed to by the houſe, and 
are as follow; viz. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that it is impoſſible 


lor the general aſſembly, in juſtice to 


their conſtituents, to raĩſe or appro- 


jeſty's forces in the manner required 
by his Excellency, for the reaſons 
given in the reſolutions of the houſe 
of the 19th inſtant. But, as the ge- 
neral aſſembly have always been ready 
to promote his Majeſty's ſervice as 
far as they were able, conſiſtent with 
their duty to, and a due regard for the 
intereſt of their conftituents, the 
committee are of opinion, that pro- 
viſion ſhould be made for furniſhing 
the barracks in the cities of New- 
York and Albany, with beds, bed- 
ding, fire-wood, candles, and utenſils 
for dreſſing of victuals for two hat- 
talions, not exceeding five hundred 
men each, and one company of ar- 
tillery for one year. 

Reſolved, That the expences to 
accrue by virtue of the foregoing re- 
ſolutions, be made payable out of the 
money now remaining in the treaſury, 
by virtue of an act paſſed the 2oth of 
March, 1762, intituled, An Act, 
directing the treaſurer of this colony 
to pay the commander in chief of all 
his Majeſty's forces in North-America 
the ſum of FC. 4790 for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, to be rep when his Ma- 
jeſty ſhall think proper.” — - 

Ordered, That a bill be brought in 
purſuant to the faid reſolutions, and 
that Mr. Philip Livingſton and Mr. 
Douw prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Ordered, That Colonel Liyingfton 
and Mr. Ten Brock wait upon his 
Excellency with the foregoing re- 
ſolutions. By order of the general 
aſſembly, | 


ABrRAnam LoTrT, Clerk. 


Extra of a Letter from Lieutenant - 
Govern» Colden to Mr. Secretary 
Conway. | : 

[ Received Fuly 25.] 

New-York, Fune 24, 1766. 
The governor, in obedience to his 

Majeſty's command, having laid be- 

fore the aſſembly of this province the 

reſolutions of 'the Houſe of Commons 
of Gyeat Britain, for tke payment of 
O 2 loſes 
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loffes any perſon has ſaſtained in the 
late Hong» his deference to the acts 
of the Britiſh legiſlature ; I ſent in 
an account of things I had deſtroyed 
by the mob in the night of the firſt of 
November laſt, when they broke —_—_ 
my coach-houſe, and burnt my cha- 
riot, &c. The loſs and value of the 
things loſt were proved by my ſon's 
oath, amounting to the ſum of one 
hundred and ninety-five pounds, three 
ſhillings. Major James had petitioned 
to have compenſation for his loſſes 
ſuſtained at that time, and his pe- 
tition being referred to a committee 
of the whole houſe, my account was 
referred to the ſame committee, to- 
gether with the accounts of ſome 
other perſons who ſuffered at the 
ſame time by the mob. The method 


the aſſembly has taken of refuſing any. 


compenſation to me, is by the com- 
mittees paſſing my demand over in 
ſilence, and reporting in favour of 
the others, and I am aſſured this is 
their reſolution. 


Governor Franklin's Letter to Mr. Se- 
cretary Conway, 
[ Received Fuly 25.] 
Perth Amboy, June 19, 1766, 
SI R; 

I had the honour of receiving your 
two letters of the 1ſt and ziſt of 
March with the two acts of par- 
Lament, and the reſolutions of the 
Houle of Commons, which were con- 
tained in the laſt. I immediately 
ſummoned the council and aſſembly 
to meet at this place, when I laid 
thoſe papers before them, and recom- 
mended it to them to return their 
thanks and acknowledgments to his 


Majeſty and his parliament, for their 


great goodneſs and condeſcenſion in 
relieving this country from the diffi- 
culties occaſioned by the ſtamp- act. 
This they have unanimouſly agreed 
to do, and their addreſſes will, I be- 
heve, be tranſmitted to their agent in 
England by this opportunity, and I 
have reaſon to intakes you will 
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find them filled with the warmeſt ex. 
preſſions of duty and gratitude, It 
gives me great pleaſure, that I haye 
n able, through all the late 
diſturbances, to preſerve the tran. 
ny of this province, notwith. 
anding the endeavours of ſome to 
ſtimulate the populace to ſuch acts az 
have r e colonies. 

The wiſdom of the preſent meaſure 
have already had the beſt effects in 
America, and afford the pleaſing 

roſpect of an uninterrupted harmony 
tween the two countries. 

The legiſlature is till fitting, and 
in all probability we ſhall have an 
amicable ſeflion : I ſend herewith a 
copy of my 3 the council and 
aſſembly on this occaſion, and as ſoon 
as I can obtain a copy of their pro- 
ceedings, I ſhall do myſe]f the honour 
of tranſmitting it to you likewiſe, 
I am, &c. 

To the Right Hon. WM. FRANKLIN, 
H. S. Conway, 


Extract of a Letter from Governor 
Bernard to Mr. Secretary Conway, 
[ Received Auguſt 2.] 
| Boſton, Fune 29, 1766. 
J had the honour to receive your 
letter of March 31ſt on the ziſt of 
May, three days after the aſſembly 
was met at the uſual time, I have 
been very deſirous, that at the time 
acknowledged this receipt, I ſhould 
alſo inform you, that the aſſembly 
had complied with his Majeſty's re- 
commendation to indemnity the ut: 
ferers. But I am ſorry to ſay, that 
after having waited a month for this 
purpoſe, and during that time have 
uſed all means in my power to prevail 
on them to give this proof of their 
gratitude and duty, I was obliged laſt 
evening to diſmiſs them, without 
their having done any thing towards 
indemnifying the ſufferers, and with- 
out the leaſt aſſurance that they ever 
intended to do it, I ſhall, with the 
firſt opportunity, give your honor an 
exact detail of this whole affair, ſet- 


ting! 


ting it in one view, and in a true 
light. At preſent I write only for a 
ſhip which is to ſail to-morrow, and 
am obliged to be ſhort in what I have 
to write to day. 


—Sx___ __ — 


Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant- 
Governor Fauguier to Mr. Secretary 
Conway. [Received Auguſt 17. 

Williamſburgh, Virginia, 
Fune 27, 1766. 

I have been honoured within theſe 
few days with your favour of the 3 iſt 
of March, with the two acts of par- 
liament and votes of the -Houſe of 
Commons, and with their duplicates. 
The unexampled favours the colonies 
have received from the indulgence of 
their mother-country, and the till 
further benefits you give them reaſon 
to hope for, ſurely demand the ſtrong- 
eſt returns of affection, duty and obe- 
dience, which it is in their power to 

ive. | 

It ſhall be my part, by every means 

in my power, to endeavour to bring 


this about, and 1 ſhall obey his Ma- 


jeſty's commands in laying.the whole 


before the aſſembly, and make uſe o 
ſuch arguments and meaſures as ſhall 
appear to me moſt likely to produce 
this moſt ſalutary and moſt neceſſary 
effect, and I have the pleaſure, at 
preſent, to think this 1s in ſome degree 
probable, though matters are not yet 
arrived at that maturity as to en- 
courage me to give you any aſſurances 
of it, | 

I have been credibly informed, that 
there is a propoſal now on foot to 
petition me to call the aſſembly ſooner 
than I propoſed to do, that they 
might have an early n of 
teſtifying their gratitude 1 an addreſs 
of loyalty, duty and obedience, with 
aſſurances of their heartily ſupporting 
his Majeſty, and the honour and Ab. 
nity of his crown, againſt the attacks 
of any of his enemies. To thoſe who 

ave me this information, and were 
4 to feel my pulſe, 1 gave for 


. 
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anſwer, that could they inſure the 
conduct of the houſe, that it would 


be as they gave me reaſon to hope it 
would, I ſhould with the greateſt 
pleaſure give them the opportunity 
they deſired, but that I muſt go upon 
ſure ground ; for, if the coniequence 
of their meeting early ſhould be dif- 
ferent from our wiſhes, and any of- 
tenſive or ſeditious reſolutions ſhould 
be entered into, I ſhould only give 
them a liberty effectually co cut their 
own throats and loſe every friend they 
now had, and that I had too great a 
regard for them to be inſtrumental in 
what I conceived might prove their 
deſtrucuon : They have undertaken 
to give me all the aſſurances I can 
require, if the petition ſhould be pre- 
ſented. | | 


Extract of a Letter from Major Ge- 
neral Gage to Mr. Secretary Conway. 
[ Received Auguſt 25.] 

New-Yori, July 15, 1766. 

In my letter of the 24th of June, I 
had the honor to acquaint, you that 
his Majelty's twenty-eight regiment, 
under the command of Major Browne, 


had been ordered into Dutcheſſe county 


in this province, to aſſiſt the civil of- 
ficers in putting the laws in execution, 
and to quell ſome dangerous riots. 


A imall body of the light infantry 


company was fired upon by the rioters, 
and three of them wounded: they re- 
turned the fire, wounded ſome, pur- 
ſued and diſperſed the reſt, notwith- 
ſtanding their numbers. The diſtur- 
bances had ſpread into the county of 
Albany, where a ſkirmiſh happened 
between the ſheriff, with about two 
hundred followers, and a party of the 
rioters. Some few were killed and 
wounded on both ſides, but the ſheriff 
and his people were put to flight, A 
great many priſoners have been taken 
or delivered themſelves up, and among 
them are ſeveral principals. Aſter 


reſtoring tranquility to the country, 
the regiment came to this place, 
leaving 


J 
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impreſſed with 
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leaving à captain and fifty men to 
guard the — and brought with 
them the principal ringleaders of the 
whole conſederacy. The magiſtrates 


commend the regiment greatly, as 
well for their ſpirit and readineſs in 


apprehending the rioters, as for their 
ſtrictneſs Ty diſcipline, not having 
taken the leaſt thing during their ſtay 
in the country, and even refuſing to 
plander the houſes of ſome of the 
proclaimed rioters, though deſired to 
do it. 

The aſſembly of this province has 
a law to provide quarters, 
dedding, fuel and utenſils, for two 
regiments and one company of ar- 
tillery. There is now in this place 
the 28th and 46th regiments, the 

very weak, from ſome-infirm 
and old men diſcharged, and a great 
number of ſoldiers whaſe times of 
ſervice were expiring ; and the 28th 
regiment will alſo he ſoon very much 
reduced in their numbers for the ſame 
reaſons. Recruiting partieg have been 
ſent home from the 46th regiment, to 
endeavour to compleat them; two 


artil are incamped at the maga- 
jr four miles from the city, 


where they have a field train drawn 


out, and the men kept in conſtant 
praQtice in the exercife of the guns. 


C——_—— — 


Governor Ward to Mr. Secretary 
Conway, * 
[ Received Auguſt 26.] 
| Newport, Rhede-Iſland, 
SI R; June 25, 1766. 
Having the honor of your Excel- 


lency's letter of the 31ſt of March 


laſt, inclofing a copy of the act of 
parliament, repea/ing the act of laſt 
ſeſnon for granting certain ſtamp- 
duties in America, &c. I laid it, with 
the incloſed copies, before the general 
aſſembly, at their ſeſſion on the gth 
inſtant. 

Upon this moſt happy occafion, the 
general aſſembly, with hearts deeply 
affection, loy- 


meaſures of 
companies of the royal regiment of 


alty and gratitude, unanimouſly re- 
ſolved upon the incloſed humble 
addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, in 
which I moſt ſincerely concurred, and 
I beg leave to requeſt your Excellency 
to. do the colony the honor to preſent 
it to our moſt gracious ſovereign. 
Your Excellency is alſo pleaſed to 


inform us, that a reviſion of the + 


American trade laws is going to be 
the immediate object of parliament, 
and that every relief which the ſtate 
of our circumſtances demands, or 
admits, will he afforded us. This 
freſh inſtance of the kind, and in- 
dulgent diſpoſition af the Britiſh le- 
gillature, is univerſally acknowledged 
with the moſt fincere and reſpectful 
gratitude. And as nothing is more 
certain, than that the profits of the 
trade of the colonies will ultimately 
center in Great-Britain, I have no 
doubt but ſuch regulations will have 
the moſt happy effect upon the com- 
merce and manufactures of the mother 
country. 
The wiſe, upright, and benevolent 
; the legiſlature, in the 
preſent ſefſion, have ſuppreſſed every 
ppearance of murmuring and dif- 
atisfaction, and diffuſed joy, tran- 
quility and 41 throughout the 
colonies, and I can aſſure your Ex- 
cellency, that the moſt dutiful, affec- 
tionate and grateful returns will be 
made by them, and that they are ſo 
firmly attached to their ſovereign and 
to the Britiſh conſtitution, and are ſo 
truly ſenſible of the parental goodneſs 
of the mother- country, that ſhe may 
rely upon every poſſible convenience 
and advantage — them, and TI 
cannot but promiſe myſelf, that ſuch 


meaſures will continue to be purſued, 


as will fo entirely conciliate the af- 
fections both of his Majeſty's European 
and American ſubjects, that the only 
future contention between them will 
be, which ſhall moſt effectually pro- 
mote his Majeſty's ſervice, and the 
intereſts of all his widely extended 
dominions. 


In 


In your Excellency's letter, the mak- 
ing compenſation to ſuch perſons as 
have ſuftered in this colony from the 
madneſs of the people, is warmly re- 
commended, upon which 1 can at 
preſent only ſay, that if any apph- 
cation of that kind ſhould. be made to 
the aſſembly, I doubt not but they 
will take it into ſerious conſideration, 
and that your Excellency may be 
aſſured of my utmoſt attention effec- 
tually to ſecure ſuch perſons from any 
future inſalt ; and, that as far as my 
example and influence may extend, 
they ſhall receive all proper reſpec 
and regard. 2 25 
Before I conclude, I muſt beg leave 
to congratulate your Excellency upon 
the happy ſucceſs of his Majeſty's 
councils, The nation has been often 
bleſſed with a wiſe and upright admi- 
niſtration, but to relieve ſeveral mil- 
lions of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, 
plunged in the deepeſt anxiety, diſtreſs 
and confuſion, and to reſtore them to 
their former tranquility, ſecurity and 
happineſs, was an honor reſerved for 
the preſent miniſtry. I have the 
honor to be, &c. 
To the Right Hon. SAMUEL WARD. 
H. S. Conway. 
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Extract of a Letter from Governor 
Bernard to Mr. Secretary Conway. 
[Received September 3.] 

Boſton, July 19, 1766. 

In my letter of June 29, I informed 
your honor that. I would give you an 
exact detail of the proceedings of the 
houſe of repreſentatives, upon the in- 
demnification of the ſufferers by the 
riots at Boſton, ſetting it in one view 
and in a true light. For this purpoſe 
I have cauſed all the proceedings of 
the governor, council, and houle of 
repreſentatives to be printed together, 
and I have added annotations of my 
own upon particular paſſages, which 
will be more eaſily made uſe of than 
if they were diſperſed in a long letter. 
I muſt defire that I may have {pecial 
inſtructions how to conduct myſelf in 
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the further proſecution of this affair, 


eſpecially if it ſhould be thought 
proper to call the aſſembly again to 


move this buſineſs unto them. In the 


mean time, if there ſhould be any 
opening for me to expect that the 
houſe will act in a different manner, 
I ſhall not fail to avail myſelf of it. 
Copy of the Proceedings of the Governor, 
Council, and Houſe of Repreſentatives 
of Maſſachuſett's Bay, on the Indem- 
nification of the Sufferers by the 
 Rioters in Boſton, from March 3 1, 
to June 28, 1766, in Governor Ber- 
nard's Leiter of Fuly 19, 1766. 
March 31, 1966. 
A few days after the meeting of 2 


a new aſſembly in May, 1766, hie 


Excellency received a letter from Mr. 
Secretary Conway, dated St. James's, 
March 31, 1766, wherein he writes 
as follows: 
Nothing will tend more effec- 
tually to every conciliating purpoſe, 
and there ie nothing — * I have 
in command more earneſtly to require 
of you, than that you ſhould- exert 
yourſelf in recommending it ſtrongl 


to the aſſembly, that full and ample 


compenſation be made to thoſe who 
from the madneſs of the people, have 
ſuffered for their deference to acts of 
the Britiſh legiſlature. And you will 
be particulariy attentive, that ſuch 
perſons be effectually ſecured from any 
further inſult, and that as fur as in 
you hes, you will take care, by your 
example and influence, that they may 
be treated with that reſpe® to their 
perſons, and that juſtice in regard to 
all their pretenſions, which their me- 


rits and ſufferings undoubtedly claim. 


«© 'The reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons, which by his Majeſty's 
command I tranſmit to you, to lay 
before the aſſembly, will ſhew you the 
ſenſe of that houſe on thoſe points, 
and I am perſuaded it will, as it moſt 
certainly ought, be the glory of that 
aſſembly to adopt and imitate thoſe 
ſentiments of the Britiſh, parliament, 


founded 
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founded on the cleareſt principles of 
humanity and juſtice.” 

The reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons relating to this buſineſs, 
are as follows: 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that ſuch perſons who 
on account of the deſire which they 
have manifeſted, to comply with, or 
to aſſiſt in carrying into execution any 


acts of the legiſlature of Great-Britain 


relating to the Britiſh colonies in 
North-America, have ſuffered any in- 
jury or damage, ought to have full 
compenſation made to them for the 


ſame, by the reſpective colonies in 


which ſuch injuries or damages were 
ſuſtained. 

Reſolved, That an humble addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, humbly 
to deſire, that his Majeſty will be 

raciouſly pleaſed to give directions 
that the ſaid refolutions be tranſmitted 
to the Governors of his Majeſty's co- 
lonies and plantations in America, to 
be by them communicated to the aſ- 
ſemblies of their reſpective govern- 
ments. | 

On the 3d of June his Excellency 
made a ſpeech to the two houſes upon 
the ſubje&t matter of Mr. Secretary 
Conway's letter, and having commu- 
nicated to them the ſaid letter, to- 

ther with the reſolutions of the 
Houſe of Commons, he obſerves 
therefrom as follows : viz 

I am alſo ordered to recommend 
to you, that full and ample compen- 
ſation be made to the late ſufferers by 
the madneſs of the people, and for 
that purpoſe I am directed to lay 


before you the votes of the Houſe of 


Commons, expreſſing their ſenſe upon 
that ſubject, whoſe humanity and 
juſtice it is hoped it will be your 
glory to imitate. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatiwes. ; 
The requiſition contained in this 
letter is of a moſt ſingular nature, and 


the only one of the kind that I have 


known ſince I have ſerved his Ma- 


jeſty in America. It is founded upon 
a reſolution of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, formed after a full conſi- 
deration of the matter, and repre. 
ſented to his Majelty by the addreſs 
of that houſe. The juſtice and hu- 
manity of this requiſition. is ſo force- 
able, that it cannot be controverted ; 
the authority with which tit is intro- 
duced, ſhould preclude all diſputation 
about complying with it. I hope, 
therefore, you will add to the merit 
of your compliance, by the readineſs 


of it, and aſſume to yourſelves the 


honor which now offers itſelf, of ſet- 
tiag the firſt example of gratitude and 
dutiful affection to the King and par- 
liament, by giving thoſe proofs of it 
which are now pointed out to you. 
I muſt obſerve, that it is from the 
provincial aſſembly, that the King 
and parliament expect this compen- 
ſation ſhoula be made to the ſufferers, 
without referring them to any other 
perſon whatſoever. Who ought fi- 
nally to be charged with this expence 
may be- a proper conſideration for 
you, and I ſhall readily concur with 
you in your reſolutions thereon, after 
the ſufferers have been fully ſatisfied.” 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives, in 
a meſſage, in anſwer to this ſpeech, 
ſay upon this head : 

The recommendation enjoined 
by Mr. Secretary Conway's letter, 
and in conſequence thereof made to 
us, we ſhall embrace the firſt con- 
venient authority to conſider and act 
upon : In the mean time, cannot (A. 
p. 106.) but obſerve, that it is conceived 
in much higher and ftronger terms in the 
ſpeech than in the letter. Wheiher 
in thus exceeding, your , Excellency 
ſpeaks by your own authority, or a 
higher, is not with us to determine. 
However, if this recommendation, 
avhich your Excellency terms a re- 
guifttion, be founded on ſo much 
juſtice and humanity, that it cannot be 
controverted. Vibe authority with 
awhich it is introduced ſhould preclude 
all diſputation about complying with 

il, 


it, awe ſhreuld be glad to know what 
Fecedom wwe have in the caſe. ' | 

On the 25th of June, the Houſe 
reſuming the further confideration of 
this matter, ſent the following meſ- 
ſage to the Governor : 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives have 
duly attended to that part of your 
Excellency's ſpeech which had re- 
ference to a full and ample com- 

nſation to be made to the ſufferers 
in the late diſturbances. 
| We are ſenſibly affected with the 
loſs they have ſuſtained, and have the 
greateſt - abhorrence of the madneſs 
and barbarity of thoſe perſons, who 
were the inſtruments of their ſuf- 
ferings—Nothing ſhall be omitted by 
us in our department to bring the per- 
petrators of ſo horrid a fact to ex- 
emplary juſtice, and if it be 1n their 
power, to a pecuniary reſtitution of 
all damages, 

But may it pleaſe your Excellency, 
as a compliance with your Excellency's 
recommendation to the provincial af- 
ſembly to make up theſe loſſes, appears 
to this heuſe not as an ad of juſtice, but 


rather of generofity UB. p. 106.) ; they 


are in doubt, whether they have any 
authority to make their conſtituents 
chargeable with it, without their ex- 
preſs conſent. The houſe, therefore, 
beg leave to acquaint your Excellency 
that they have thought 1t their duty to 
refer the conſideration of this matter to 
the next fitting of the general court, (C. 
p. 107.) that the members may have 
the opportunity. of taking the minds 
and inſtruction of the ſeveral towns 
thereupon. | 

On the 27th of June the Governor 
ſent the following meſſage to the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives: 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repre- 
Sentatives. _ 

As your reaſons for not complying 
at preſent with what has been recom- 
mended: to you by order of the King 
with the advice of his parliament, on 
the behalf of the ſufferers in the late 
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diſturbances, will probably be can- 
vaſſed with great preciſion, it will be 
proper that the intendment of them 
ſhould be as certain as may be. I 
ſhould, therefore, be glad to know 
whether I muſt underſtand from your 


. meſſage of yeſterday, that it is your 


opinion, that a detection of the per- 
petrators of the late miſchiefs is neceſ- 
ſary to intitle the ſufferers to a com- 
penſation for their loſſes, 

It appears to be the gracious in- 
tention of the King and parliament, 
that a veil ſhould be caſt over the late 
diſturbances, provided it be covered 
by a general and uniform dutiful be- 
haviour for the future; but it is cer- 
tainly no leſs their firm and reſolute 
purpoſe, that the ſufferers by theſe 
diſturbances ſhall have a full and 
ample indemnification made to them: 
And this buſineſs has been committed 
to you upon principles of humanity 
and juſtice, rather than of meer ge- 
neroſity. 

If you think that an inquiry into 
the promotion and perpetration of the 
late diſorders, is a neceſſary prelimi- 
nary to determine from whence the 
charge of the compenſation ſhall 
finally come, and ſhall pronounce for 
the expediency of ſuch an enquiry, 
you will certainly be aſſiſted by the 
Governor and council in the proſe- 


cution of it, and I dare ſay it will be 


no difficult work to trace this matter 
to the bottom. | 

But in the mean time I fear the 
King and parliament will think their 
intimations diſregarded, by your pro- 
poling an enquiry now, after it has 
been neglected for nine months paſt ; 
during all which time, the houſe have 
had this very buſineſs of indemni- 
fication under their confideration. 
They expect from you, that the ſuf- 
ferers ſhall be indemnified at all 
events, whether the offenders are diſ- 
covered or not, or whether they are 
able to pay the damages or not, and. 
ſeem to be more intent upon indem- 
nification than puniſhment, 
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I therefore wiſh, for the ſake of the 
province, whoſe intereſts, and eſpe- 
cially thoſe of its trade, are now in a 
very nice balance, and for the ſake 
of this town, whoſe reſpectable inha- 
bitants have already ſuffered much in 
the opinion of the world, for having 
been tame ſpectators of the violences 
committed in it, that you would re- 
move this diſgrace without the leaſt 
delay, by ordering the indemnification 
immediately to be made upon the 
credit of thoſe, whom you ſhall here- 
after judge to be chargeable with 1t— 
When this is done, there can be no 
objection to your poſtponing the con- 
ſideration on whom this money ought 
ultimately to be laid, to what time 
you pleaſe, and there is no doubt but 
that any enquiry which you ſhall think 
fit to make-for this purpoſe, will be as 
efficacious as youcandefire.(D.p.107.) 
Upon which the houſe the next day 

reſented to his Excellency the fol- 
—— addreſs: | 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

The houſe have duly attended to 
your Excellency's meſſage of the 27th 
inſtant. We are fully ſenſible of the 
goodneſs of the King and parliament, 
and agree with your Excellency, that 
it appears to be their gracious in- 
tention that a veil ſhould: be drawn 
over the late difturbances, and we 
hope our behaviour will always be 
ſuch as* to merit their approbation. 
Sir, the houſe are ever attentive to 
the applications of perſons of every 
rank - whoſe caſe juſtly claims their 
conſideration : (E. p. 108.) But as the 
ſufferers, whom we apprehend your Ex. 
cellency refers to, have never applied to 
this houſe ( as we conceive) in a parlia- 
mentary way for relief, we. are humbly 
of opinion, that we have done all at 
preſent that our moſt gracious ſovereign 
and his parliament can reaſonably expet? 
from us. But to ſhew our regard 10 
every thing recommended to the King and 
parliament, wwe have appointed a com- 
mittee to fit in the receſs of the court, 
to make a tborough enquiry into the riots 
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committed in the month of Auguſt laſt, 


and diſcover the perſons concerned 
therein, as far as may be, for the ef. 
fectuating which buſineſs, we doubt 
not but we ſhall be aided by your 
Excellency and his Majeſty's council, 

And further, we would acquaint 
your Excellency, that the houſe have 
paſſed a reſolve to take the report of 
this committee under conſideration at 
the beginning of the next ſeſſions of 
this court, and act thereon what ſhall 
_—_ to them to be juit and reaſon. 
able, | 

Your Excellency is pleaſed to en- 
force the immediate compliance of the 
houſe with this requiſition, by an ar- 
gument drawn from a regard to the 
town of Boſton, the reputation of 
whoſe inhabitants your Excellency 
ſays, has already ſuffered much, for 
having been tame ſpectators of the 
violences committed, and that this 
diſgrace would be removed thereby. 
We ſee no reaſon, why the reputation 
of that town ſhould ſuffer in the 
opinion of any one, from all the evi- 
dence that has fallen under the ob- 
ſervation of the houſe; nor does it 
appear to us, how a compliance 
would remove ſuch diſgrace, if that 
town had been ſo unhappy as to have 
fallen under it. 


Governor Bernard's Obſervations on the 


Proceedings for the Indenmification of 


the Sufferers in the Ricis at Boſton. — 
In his Letter of the 19th of Fuly. 
(A. p. 1oꝗ.) He had been long uſed to 


term the commands of the King, requi- 
ſitions, and they have been frequently ſo 


called by the aſſembly, he therefore 


could not uſe a lower expreſſion of a 
command of the King's, preceded by. 
the advice of his parliament, therefore 


the Governop calls it a requiſition of 
a ſingular nature, and ſays, that the 
authority of it ought to preclude all 
diſputation, gd 
(B. p.105.) The diſpute concerning the 
indemnitication being an act of juſtice, 
runs through the whole proceedings. 
It 


Err, oo or. .accous 
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[t has been before ſhewed, in ſupport 
of the governors uſing that expreſſion, 
how it is an act of juſtice, ſince that 
the Houſe of Commons have declared 
that the ſufferers ought to have full 
compenſation made to them; terms 
very expreſſiye of its being an act of 
juſtice ; and the ſccretary of ſtate, 
writing by the command of the King, 
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would voluntarily ſubmit to his e 
mination, but that he declined it at 
firſt, becauſe the government. could 
not ſupport itſelf in ſuch a buſineſs, 
and ſince, becauſe it appeared to him. 
that the King and parliament did not 
defire ſuch an enquiry, ſhould ba 
made; that he much doubted the 


propriety of ſuch an enquiry, now 


purſuant to the addreſs of the Houſe 
of Commons, expreſsly ſays, that che 
ſentiments of the parliament are 
founded on the cleareſt principles of 
bumanity and juſtice, If the indem- 
nification is, to be conſidered as an 
act of juſtice, it ought to come from 
the town of Boſton ; if it 1s to be paid 
by the province at large, it will be an 
act of generoſity, that is to the town 
of Boſton, from whom it is in juſtice 
due. The people throughout the 
country, expect that it ſhall be paid 
by Boſton only. The repreſentatives 
of Boſton have power enough to pre- 
vent its being charged upon Bolton, 
but not power enoygh to engage the 
houſe to charge the province with it. 
And hence it 15, that they are obliged 
to poſtpone. this buſineſs, in hopes, 
ſome time or other, to prevail upon 
the houſe to charge this loſs upon the 
province, and exempt the town of 
Boſton from it, and ſp it is, that this 
buſineſs is put off to latter Lammas, 
(C.p.105 Between the foregoing meſ- 
ſage and the following anſwer to it, 
there paſſed a tranſaction which 1s pro- 
per to mention here. The houſe ſent a 
meſſage to the Governor verbally by a 
committee, to deſire that he would 
acquaint the houſe with the in- 
formations he had received of the 
8 concerned in the riots at 
oſton; the Governor anſwered, that 
all his informations had been com- 
municated by private converſations, 
and in ſuch a manner, that he could 
not make a public uſe of them at 
preſent; that he had never entered 
into 2 formal enquiry, nor ever exa- 
mined a ſingle witneſs, although he 
had had offers made him of ſome who 


having learnt enough to foreſee, that 
it would go too deep and ſpread too 
wide. But if the Kouſe ſhould de- 
termine for ſuch an enquiry, and. 
ſhould be in earneſt in the r 
of it, he ſhould think it the duty of 
the Governor and council to aſſiſt 
them in it, but he very much re- 
commended it to the houte, not to 
make the indemnification dependant: 
upon, or ſubject to the reſult of the: 
enquiry—If the houle, wants only to. 
conſult their conſtituents, they ſhould: 
fix upon a ſhort day to return and 
deſire the Governor to grant them an, 
adjournment. for that purpoſe, and 
time; but if they only poſtpone the 
conſideration of it to next ſeſſions, 
without giving any aſſurance of their 
intention to make an indemnification, : 
or deſiring a ſhort day to determine 
upon it, it muſt be conſidered as a. 
preſent refuſal, and they muſt not 
expect that the Governor will move. 
this buſineſs to them any more, with- 
out ſpecial orders for it.— This was 
reported to the houſe, and the de- 1 
liberation turned upon the giving ſome . MH 
aſſurance of their making an indemni- | 
fication, when, it was determined” to , 
avoid giving the leaſt hint of a certain 11 
intention of making an indemni- 1 
fication. 1 | if 
(D. p. 106.) This is quite new: to 
examine the force of this plea, it will 
be neceſſary to review the proceedings 1 
on this ſubject from the beginning. 2 
On the day after the ruin of the wi 
Lieutenant Governor's houſe, or. ra- | 
ther on the ſame day, the Lieutenant 2 if 
Governor repreſented the affair to the 
Governor in council, who thereupon 
appointed a committee to eſtimate the 
72 damage; 
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damage; as his loſs has been found 
to be above three-fourths of the whole, 
we may very well ſtate the caſe upon 
his inſtance only, The Governor, by 
the advice of the council, ſummoned 
the aſſembly,” and at the inſtance and 
on the-behalf of the ſufferers, recom- 
mended tothe Houſe of Repreſentatives 
to make them a compenſation. 'The 
houſe demurred upon it, but never 
once objected to the ſufferers applying 
through the governor's mediation, 
rather than immediately to the houſe 
(E. p. 106.). In the next ſeſſion, which 
began the middle of January, nothing 
was done for indemnifying the ſuffer- 
ers, and not one word of objection for 
the ſufferers not having applied to the 
houſe immediately, appears to have 
been urged by che houſe, though that 


ſeeſſion laſted near two months. In 
the mean time the parliament got 


hold of this matter, whether by pe- 
tition of the ſufferers; or on their own 
motion, ex debito juftitiz, does not 
appear. On the laſt day of May, 
being three days after the new aſ- 
ſembly had met, the Governor re- 
ceived his orders from the ſecretary of 
ſtate, and communicated them to the 
| houſe on the zd day of June. For 
three weeks after this matter was 
agitated, and there were three tormal 
debates had upon it, and as many 
queſtions put: there were two ſeveral 
anſwers giyen to the governor, neither 
of which mentioned any objection 
ariſing from the ſufferers not having 
| petitioned the houſe, till after the Go- 
vernor had ſent his final meſſage, 
This new difficulty is introduced on 
the laſt day of the feſſion, nine months 
after the origination of this buſineſs, 
and above three weeks after it came 
recommended by his Majeſty, at the 
deſire of parliament, and upon the 
authority of this objection, the houſe 
declare that they have done all at 
preſent that the King and parliament 
can reaſonably expett from them. 
P. S. Since the writing the foregoing 

obſervations, a letter has been 


publiſhed in a Boſton newſ- 
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paper, wherein the writer endes. 
vours to ſhew, that the Governor's 
urging the recommendation with 

too great authority, was the cauſe 
of its not being complied with 
Had they been diſpoſed to have 
complied, they might have ſepa- 
rated the reſolutions of the Houſe 
of Commons and the ſecretary of 

ſtate's letter from the Governor's 
ſpeech, and given him to under- 
ſtand, that it was the indulgence of 
the former, and not the authorita- 
tiveneſs of the latter, which in- 
duced them to comply with it, But 
the difficulty with which that bu- 
ſineſs has hitherto laboured, and is 
ever like to labour, is, that the 
country thinks it moſt reaſonable, 
.that the charge ſhould be borne by 
the town only, and the town is for 
flinging it upon the province in 
general. | 


Extract of a Letter from Major General 
Gape to the Duke of Richmond. 
Received September 29.] 


New-York, Auguſt 25, 1766. 
The firſt battalion of the 6oth, or 


royal American regiment, was order- 
ed to Quebec, to replace the 28th 


regiment, and the ſecond battalion of 


the Goth, marched into the interior 
country to relieve the poſts there. 


The 28th and 46th regiments ſtaid in 


the province, and one of them de- 
ſtined in a little time for the province 
of New Jerſey ; but the riots in 
Dncheſs and Albany counties, occa- 
ſioned their being detained in this 


province, The number propoſed for- 


this place, is to the amount of one 
regiment compleat, and a company of 
the royal regiment of artillery ; But 


it is proper to acquaint your grace, 


that in my demand for quarters, it 
was neceſſary to manage matters ſo, 
that all the barracks here and at 
Albany, ſhould be ſupplied with 
bedding and utenſils, that the troops 
who ſhall march through this pro- 
vince, which is the route to and 

| . | from 


from the province of Quebec, as well 
25 to and from the Upper Lakes, may 
be hereafter comfortably lodged, in- 
ſtead of lying on bare boards, which 


they have frequently done. 


Copy of a Letter from Governor Pitkin to 
Mr. Secretary Conway. 


[ Received October 3.] 
Hartford, Connecticut, Auguſt 4, 1766, 
SIR | 


, 

I have the honoyr of your's of the 
ziſt of March laſt, directed to the 
Governor and company of the colony 
of Connecticut, in which I have the 
honour at preſent to preſide, and ſhall 
take the earlieſt opportunity to com- 
municate that and the ſeveral copies 
of acts of parliament therewith, tranſ- 
mitted to the general aſſembly of the 
colony. | EY 

It is impoſſible to expreſs or deſcribe 
the incredible joy with which the peo- 
ple of this country, in general, as 
well as of this colony in particular, 
received the moſt agreeable news of 
the repeal of the ſtamp- act, and 
which they have expreſſed by every 
token of gladneſs that they could ex- 
hibit. All America have been yait- 
ing in the moſt anxious ſuſpence for 
the decifion of this great and moſt in- 
tereſting affair, have eſteemed 1t the 
very crifs of their fate, and are now 
full of the warmeſt gratitude for the 
grace and goodneſs manifeſted to 
them, The magnanimity, mode- 
ration and condeſcenſion, the wiſdom, 
juſtice, and equity ſo ſignally diſ- 
played by his Majeſty and parliament, 
n repealing this act, have filled us 
vith the ſincereſt joy, and the warmeſt 
ſentiments of the moſt reſpectful gra- 
itude to his Majeſty and the par- 
iament, and will, without doubt, 

onfirm us in the ſtrongeſt diſpoſitions 


ing, and the tendereſt affection to 
ur mother country. I am perfectly 
enſible of the indiffoluble union that 
ere js hetween Great-Britain and 


0 a ſteady affectionate loyalty to the in this particular, would therefore 
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her colonies reſpecting their intereſts, 
and that whatever prejudices the one 
muſt neceſſarily injure the other, and 
therefore earneſtly hope, that no 
ſymptoms of coldneſs or diſſatisfation 
on any ground whatever, will now 
appear on the part of any of the colo- 
nies, which may tend to interrupt 
that harmony ſo eſſential to the ha 

pineſs and future intereſts of both 
countries, That nothing of ſo diſ- 
agreeable a nature appears in this 
colony, I can with great pleafuze 
aſſure you—every thing here wears the 
face of decent joy and humble gra- 
titude. Nothing could add more to 
the great ſatisfaction we feel for the 
indulgence already ſhewn to us, than 
the ailurance you are pleaſed to give 
us, that the American Trade laws are 
become the immediate object of par- 
liament, and that with equal magna- 
nimity, clemency, and juſtice, they 
are determined to give to the trade 
and intereſts of America, every relief 
which our real circumſtances demand 
or admit. This will be wiſely to 
perfect the 
begun, and to eſtabliſh the union and 


intereſts of Great Britain and America 


upon a baſis that can never be ſhaken. 


The regulations upon the importation 


of foreign molaſſes and ſugars, &c. 


are particularly grievous to this co- 
lony, whoſe trade conſiſts chiefly of 


articles fit only for the Weſt-India-. 


market. Theſe regulations have, in 
fact, been a Principal means of our 
poverty and inability to diſcharge our 
debts with the American trader and 
the Britith merchant ; have really, in 


a manner, ſtagnated all buſineſs among 
us, and compelled the people, as far 


as poſſible, to deſiſt from the purchaſe 
and conſumption of Britiſh manu- 
factures. An alteration of the laws, 


give us a moſt ſenſible relief in our 


preſent ſituation, and be received 
with the greateſt gratitude and ſatiſ— 


faction. 


I am 


good work ſo happily. 


— 


— * 
5 
——— 
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I am particularly happy in being 
able to acquaint you that no violences 
or outrages upon private property have 
been committed in this colony, for 
which any compenſation can be ex- 
or required. 
By defire of the general aſſembly 
were together when the intel- 
hgence of the repeal juſt arrived, but 
are now enjoying a recels), I have 
and tranſmitted an humble ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, to exprefs the 
fancere joy and gratitude of this cor- 
tion upon this occaſion, Which I 
1E hope his Majeſty, of his pa- 
ternal goodneſs and condeſcenſion, 
will be graciouſly pleafea to accept; 
and the colony will be greatly obliged 
to you for giving it a regular and fa- 
vourable-introdutRion to the throne. 
I have it alſo in charge to aſſure 


vom that the colony has the deepeſt. 


fenſe of gratitude to you; and all 


other of his Majeſty's! miniſters, for 


che great and good part you have 
taken in this moſt im t affair: 


The remembrance of your wiſe and 


admirable conduct upon this occaſion, 
and of 
to the lateſt poſterity, and your 


names be bleſſed by millions in every 
5 L have the honour to be, 


with the greateſt eſteem and reſpect; 


Sin, your moſt obedient and moſt 
kamble ſervant, - 
ned) WILLIAM PITKIN, 
To the Right Hon. H. & Conway, 
ene ef bis Majeſty's Principal 
Scerttaries of Stare. | 


to Mr. Secretary Conway. 
[ Received October 24, 1766.] 

St. Auguſtine, Eaſt-Florida, Au- 

guſt 21, 1766. 

8 T R, N 

I have had the honor to receive 
your letter of the 31ſt of March, with 
ies of two acts of parliament juſt 


paſſed ; the firſt, for ſecuring the juſt 


dependance of the colonies upon the 
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your tendernefs” and concern 
far the colonies; will continue here 


Om of a Letter from Governor Grant 


mother country; tlic ſecond, for the 
repeal of the & of Fift ſeſfon, grant- 
ing certain i9!tp-tiities in America, 
and yoo re pleted td mention, that 
you expect Hurtty to fend me a third 
for the inJeinnity of. ſuch perſons ag 
have incurred the ptnaltics impoſed 
by the ct juſt repèaled, as ſuch a bill 
was then depending, and kid made 
a confiderabic progreſs in the Houſe 
0! Commons. . ONS | 
Though there never, was any dif. 
turb nce in this province on account of 
the ſtamp- et, vet every inhabitant 
rejoices at te repeal of it, and al! of 
them muſt have the warmeſt and moſt 
grateful ſenſe of his Maj ſty's paternal 
care of his colonies, and of the lenity 
and indulgence of parliament, and 
will not, I dare ſay, be wanting in a 
dutiful and affeQtionate return to ſuch 
ecular proots of indulgenc and af- 
ection on the part of his Majeſty and 
his parliament. I an, &c. 
. LONG TE James GRANT. 


Copy of 4 Letter from Governor Tryon 
fo LI Hon. H. S. Conway. 
[Received November 4- 1 

Brunſwick, North-Carolina, Au: 
* 2, 1756. : < 
Sf 


That the honour of your letter of 
the 31ſt” of March on the 13th of 
June: I got the council together the 
28th of June, when I laid before 
them your letter, and the two acts of 
parliament incloſed: The one for ſe- 
curing the juſt dependency of the co- 
lony on the mother- country; the 
other for the repeal of the act, grant: 
ing certain ſtamp-duties in America 
as I had ptorogued the general aſ- 
ſembly to the zoth of next October 
before I had the honor of your diſ- 
patches, I conſulted the council, it 


the ſervice of his Majeſty, or the cir- 


cumſtances of the country, required a 
more early meeting; they were una- 
nimous in opinion, that conſidering 
the great heats of this ſeaſon of the 
year, and the great ſcarcity of pro- 
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viſions in the country, moſt of the for their care and attention in 
members would be prevented from at- r the inhabitants of his 
tending the aſſembly, if called earlier Lajeſty's extenſive American domi- 
than it ſtood prorogued, and thoſe nions in the enjoyment of that ineſti- 
who did attend, muſt ſuffer great pre- mable bleſſing, Liberty, and at the 
judice by their abſence from their ſame time releaſing them from a bur- 
lantations; and, as the country was then they were unable to bear. 
in perfect tranquility, and the inha= With hearts full of gratitude to the 
bitants 4 to a chearful obe- beſt of Kings, we aſſure your Excel- 
dience to the laws, they did not ſee lency, that we ſhall be ready at all 
his M:jeſty's ſervice required a more times to defend and protect his Ma- 
early meeting of the aſſembly than the jeſty's perſon ind government, and to 
zoth of October. evince our inviolable attachment to 
I have the pleaſure te incloſe you, his illuſtrious houſe, at the riſque of 
Sir, the addreſs of the borough of our lives. and fortunes. 
Wilmington, on the ſubject of the We cannot help expreſſing our con- 
repeal of the ſtamp-aR, together with cern at the many repreſentations that 
my anſwer ; as alſo a letter ſubſcribed have been made to your Excellency, 
by the mayor, and all the gentlemen of the tranſactions or the inhabitants 
of Wilmington, . in conſequence of of this borough, and ſeveral of the 
my anſwer to their addreſs—my reply adjacent counties, fince the time of 
has wound up all jealouſies on both the ſtamp-act taking place: Permit 
fides : I have reaſon to believe, that us to aſſure you, Sir, that it has ever 
the ſenſe of theſe people are the been our conſtant endeavour, as far 
ſentiments of the whole province, and as our influence extended, to promote: 
that we ſhall meet at Newburn all the eaſe and happineſs of your Excel- 


in good humour. I am, &c. lency's adminiſtration. - 
| WILLIAu Tryon. Moss Joan Dt Rosstr, Mayor. 
\ — — — Borough of Wilmington, June 26, 1766. 
WH dadare/s of the Borough of Wilmington His Excellency's Anſwer, 


to Governor Tryon. With his Anſwer. To the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and 
E his Leiter of Auguſt 2, 1766. Freeholders of the Borough of Wil- 


North-Carolina, mington. 
To his Excellency William Tryon, Eſq; Gentlemen, 
f Captain General, Governor, and Com- It is with ſatisfaction I receive your 
f mander in Chief, in and over the Congratulations on the repeal of the 
2 Province of North-Carolina, Cc. act of parliament, granting certain, 
De Adareſs of the Corporation of Wil- ſtamp- duties in America. 
if mMington. | The grateful acknowledgments you 


SIR, expreſs to the ſupreme. legiſlature. of 
We, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and Great Britain, for their care and at- 


I 

. 

ie loyal ſubjects, the mayor, recorder, tention to the liberties of the inhabi- 
t- Jaldermen and frecholders of the bo- tanrs of his Majeſty's American do- 
— rough of Wilmington, beg leave to minions, and alſo your affectionate 
{. {congratulate your Excellency on the and iuviolable attachment to his Ma- 
er Nrepeal of the American ſtamp-act, and jeſty's ſacred perſon, family, and go- 
iſ- Jon the happy proſpect of the union vernment, as they are extremely grate- 
if Hand harmony thereby eſtabliſhed be- ful to me, I ſhall, with a ſenſible 
ir- tween the colomes and their mother- pleaſure, tranſmit thoſe warm ſen- 


a country. timents of reſpectful gratitude and . 
a- Permit us alſo to expreſs our moſt duty to his Majeſty's principal ſecre- 
ng {grateful acknowledgements to the ſu- tary of ſtate, * 
he preme legiſlature of Great-Britain, ay [ truſt 
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I truſt that the moderation and un- 

lleled lenity fo remarkably ma- 
nifeſted by his Majeſty and the parlia- 
ment to the colonies, will diſpoſe the 
inhabitants to that chearful obedience 
to the legiſlative authority of Great- 
Britain, on which their future proſ- 
perity ſo much depends ; ſuch a con- 
duct will prove the ſtrongeſt cement 
for the moſt firm and happy union 
between the mother country and her 
colonies. ; 

I profeſs, gentlemen, I ani at a 
loſs to anſwer that part of your ad- 
dreſs, wherein you mention miſrepre- 
ſentations having been made to me of 
the conduct of the inhabitants of the 
borough of Wilmington. I declare 
what impreſſions I have conceived of 
them, aroſe from a behaviour that 
came immediately under my own ob- 
ſervation. 


" Brunſwick, June 26, 1766. 


A true copy, taken from the ori- 
ginal, this 2d of Auguſt, 1766. 
Four. ELwin, Priv. Sec. 
Addreſs of the Mayor and Gentlemen of 
Wilmington to Governor Tryon. With 
tis Anſauer.— In his Letter, Aug. 2. 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 


S I R, „ 
It is wich extreme concern we have 


obſerved in your Excellency's letter to 


the addreſs of the corporation of Wil- 
miggton, expreſſions which may be 
conſtrued to charge that borough with 
ſome marks of intentional diſreſpect 


towards your Excellency—a conduct 


from the conſciouſneſs of our hearts 
we can with the greateſt juſtice diſ- 
claim, and which, from a love of 
order and a regard to decency, we 
ſhould ſincerely condemn, not only as 
inconſiſtent with that dutiful affection 
towards his Majeſty's repreſentative, 
which we ſhall always endeavour to 
cultivate, but with the grateful return 
of ſentiment which your perſonal me- 
Tit juſtly claims. . 

If oppreſſed by the late act, ſome 
commotions of the country ſeemed to 
threaten a departure from moderation, 


your Excellency, we hope, will not 


EEMEN T's. 
impute theſe tranſactions to any other 
motive, than 4 conviction that mo. 
deration ceaſes to be a virtue, whey 
the liberty of Britiſh ſubjects is iq 
danger; but the greater the danger 
was, the mote reaſon we have to ap- 
laud the honor and juſtice of the 
ritiſh parliament, whoſe ptadent re. 
folutions have relieved us from the 
melancholy dilemma to which w 
were almoſt reduced. | 
From his Majeſty, whoſe heart ever 
rejoices in the happineſs of his people, 
we moſt humbly and thankfully receive 
this mark of attention to the diſtreſſes 
of his American ſubjects, and ſhall 
always return his royal protection and 
regard, with all the affection and 
obedience of the moſt loyal ſubjects of 
a free kingdom, joined to that filial 
duty and conſtitutional connection 
on which our future happineſs and 
exiſtence entirely depends. | 
Amidſt the variety of diſagreeable 
events which the late commotions oc- 
cafioned, we have with great indig- 
nation obſerved, in the Barbadoes 
Gazette of the 19th of April, a pa- 
ragraph as void of decency as it is of 
truth, well aſſured, that your Excel- 
lency's conduct has been always regu- 


lated by no other motive than a ge- 


nerous concern for the public g9od, 
and that duty which you, Sir, and 
we all owe to a ſovereign ever intent 


on the welfare of his people, ſup- 


ported by an ardent deſire to promote 
the particular happineſs of a pro- 
vince committed to your charge. We 
are, &c. (Signed by nineteen perſons.) 
July 28, 1766. 
Brunſwick, Auguſt 2, 1766. 


Gentlemen, | 


As your letter of the 28th of laſt 


month has removed thoſe afperfions I 
felt you had laid on my character in 
your addreſs to me on the 26th of 
June, I am now willing to forget 
every impropriety of conduct any of 
the ſubſcribers, and the town of Wil- 
mington, have ſhewn perſonally to- 
wards me in the late commotions. 
thank you, gentlemen, for the teſti- 
| mony 


mony you give me of your appro- 
bation of my general conduct, but my 
acknowledgements are more expreſsly 
due for the juſtice you do me in ſuch 
rt of my conduct as has been tra- 
daced by the Barbadoes Gazette of 
the 19th of April laſt. I am, &c. 
WilLiam Iryon. 
To Moſes John De Raſſet, E/q; Mayor, 
and the Gentlemen of the Borough of 
Wilmington. 


Copy of a Leiter from Horatio Sharpe, 
E/q; Deputy Governor of Maryland, 
to Mr. Secretary Conway. 

[ Rece:wved November 7. ] 
Annapolis, June 27, 1766. 
SIR, | 

Having lately had the ſatisfaction 
to receive the letter you was pleaſed 
to favour me with the 31ſt of March 
laſt, incloſing copies of the two acts 
of parliament which had then paſſed ; 
one for ſecuring the juſt dependency 
of the colonies on the mother country ; 
the other for the repeal of the act, 
oranting certain ſtamp-duties in Ame- 
rica, I now do myſelf the honour to 
acknowledge my receipt thereof, and 
alſo of the copy therewith tranſmitted 
of the reſolutions of the Houſe of 

Commons, which, together with your 

letter, I ſhall lay before the aſſembly 

of this province as ſoon as they meet, 
which, however, cannot be before the 
end of the ſummer. As ſoon as copies 
of the two above-mentioned acts of 
parliament came to my hands, I cauſed 
them to be publiſhed, and had the 
ſatisfaction to hear and ſee that the 
inhabitants of this province in general 
were affected with a proper tenſe of 
the moderation, forbearance and le- 
nity of the Britiſh parliament, lately 
manifeſted with reſpect to the co- 
lonies ; and I flatter myſelf they are 
already diſpoſed to pay the moſt chear- 
ful obedience to the legiſlative au- 
thority of Great-Britain, and all the 
laws now exiſting. Tranquility and 
good order is now perfectly reſtored 
here, and the late diſtractions will, I 
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hope, ſoon be forgotten; the reſent- 
ment ſome time ago expreſſed againſt 
the perſon that was appointed to 
diſtribute the ſtampt paper here, is in- 
tirely ſubſided, and he now reſides 
and carries on buſineſs in this place 
to as great extent and advantage :s he 
did before his appointment. Such a 
ſudden alteration in the face of things, 
and in the behaviour of the people, 
encourages me to hope, that there 1s 
an end to all uneaſineſs, diſcontent 
and murmurings, and am inclined to 
think his Majeſty's ſubjects within 


this province, will, for the future, be 


more ſtudious than ever, to demon- 
ſtrate to our moſt gracious ſovereign 
their loyalty, duty and gratitude, and 
to the mother-country their thank- 
fulneſs and affection. Vou may, Sir, 
be aſſured, that no endeavour of mine 
ſhall be wanting to inſtill and en- 
courage ſuch ſentiments, and to ef- 
fectuate what you are pleaſed to re- 
commend. I am, &c. 

HORATIO SHARE. 


Governor Bernard's Letter to the Earl 
of Shelburne. 
[ Received December 29.] 
Boſton, November 14, 1766. 
My Lord, | 

By my letter, dated July 19, J in- 
formed your lordſhip, that if there 
ſhould be any opening for me to 
expect that the houſe would act in the 
buſineſs of the compenſation, in a 
different manner from what they had 
done, I ſhould not fail to avail myſelf 
of it. I am, therefore, now to inform 
your lordſhip of the ſecond trial I 
have made for getting this buſineſs 
done, with the event of it, and, in 
order to explain theſe proceedings 
more fully, 1 muſt beg leave to de- 
lineate to your lordſhip the real dif- 
ficulties Which have prevented this 
buſineſs being done, as they appear 
very little in the journal of the houſe, 
and pains have been taken that they 
ſhould not appear, although they are 
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notorious to every perſon in the pro- 
vince who thinks upon the ſubject. 

The riotous proceedings at Boſton 
were generally abhorred by the beſt 
men in the province, and by much 
the greater part of the common peo- 
ple, and therefore when a compen- 
ſation to the ſufferers was firſt talked 
of, it was the general opinion that it 
ought to be made, but that it was 
due from the town of Boſton only, and 
not from the province in general. 
This opinion was very prevalent when 
Mr. Secretary Conway's letter, dated 
3 iſt of March arrived here on the laſt 
day of May; and this was the reaſon 
why the members for Boſton, contrary 
to the real intereſt of the town, de- 
termined to oppoſe the making a 
compenſation even out of the treaſury. 
In which way, if they had at that time 
with their party joined the friends of 
government, it might have been done 
— But theywreeapprehenfive that if the 
money was ordered to be paid out of the 
treaſury, 1t would be then moved that 
it ſhould be charged upon the town of 
Boſton, which, as the tax- bill was to 
be paſſed at that time, might have been 
done with the daſh of a pen They 
therefore reſolving to oppoſe the 
granting the compenſation that ſeſ- 
fron, turned the whole buſineſs into 
evaſions and ſubterfuges, to give pre- 
tended reaſons for not complying, their 
and to conceal the true one. — The rea- 
ſons given, were, firſt, that it was a 
buſineſs of too much importance to- 
tranſact without conſulting their con- 
ſtituents; ſecondly, that the ſufferers 
had not applied to them in a par- 
liamentary way, that is, by petition- 
ing the houſe. 


It was not long before they received 


repeated advices, that the general 
opinion in England was, that the 
honor of parliament was engaged to 
ſee the compenſation made, and they 


would certainly take it up where the 


provincial aſſembly refuſed it. And 
it was very obvious, that the par- 
liament might inforce the payment of 
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a ſum of money from a ſea-port town, 
or from a maritime province, without 
infringing any rule of right laid down 
by the moſt fanguine advocate for the 
colonies, or even claimed by them- 
ſelves in forn.. The people of Boſton 
therefore began to be uneaſy, that 
this money was not paid—a town 
meeting was called, and inſtructions 
were given to their members, to uſe 
their utmoſt endeavours to get the 
money paid out of the treaſury. This 
was a ſignal for me to call the aſ- 
ſembly, which I had kept prorogued 
by ſhort intervals, in order to take 
hold of the firſt fair opportunity that 
offered, and I accordingly gave notice 
that the aſſembly would meet at the 
time it was then prorogued to. 

In the mean time, one of the pre- 
tences which had been made uſe ot the 
laſt ſeſſion, to excuſe the granting the 
compenſation, had an effect contrary 
to what was expected, or at leaſt not 
foreſeen. As the neceſſity of con- 
ſalting their, conſtituents had been 
made the pretence for poſtponing the 
buſineſs, the ae! in general 
found themſelves obliged actually to 
conſult their conſtituents in form, 
which they would not have done other- 
wiſe. This produced a number of in- 
ſtructions againſt paying the money out 
of the treaſury, which prevailed very 
much among the repreſentatives of 
towns, diſtinguiſhed for their attach- 
ment to government, many of which 
were ſo poſitive againſt paying the 
money out of th: treaſury, that many 
members ſtaid away to avoid ap- 
pearing againſt government, and 
others were obliged to come fettered 
with inſtructions to act againſt it. 
Among theſe people, the general rea- 
ſoning was, that as it was notorious 
that the diſturbances aroſe entirely 
within the town of Boſton, it was 
not only unjuſt that the whole province 
ſhouli be charged with the damages 
done by them, but if they were to 
conſent to the payment out of the 
treaſury, they ſhould thereby acknow- 

| ledge 


1 


ledge themſelyes to be partakers of 
proceedings, of which they had al- 
ways expreſſed their deteſtation and 
abhorrence. This was urged parti- 
cularly at the meeting at Salem, the 
ſecond town in the province, and al- 
ways noted for its attachment to go- 
vernment, which, however, 1ts mem- 
bers were not allowed to ſupport upon 
this occaſion only. | | 

Upon the meeting of the aſſembly, 
I determined to ſay nothing that could 
poſſibly be perverted,” and in general 
to avoid interfering with the houſe in 
any manner: I azcordingly made the 
ſpeech which I herewith incloſe, in 
fall confidence that it could not re- 
ceive a rude anſwer. I was ſoon in- 
formed, that a majority of the houſe 
had inſtructions againſt granting the 
compenſation out of the treaſury, the 
only method that could be propoſed 
with any proſpe& of ſucceſs. The 
grant was ſtrongly urged by the mem- 
bers for Boſton, in which they were 
ſupported by ſome of the ableſt friends 


of government, and oppoſed by only 


one man of ability, who in that in- 
ſtance ſeemed to be infatuated. The 
argument was entirely on the ſide of 
the compenſation, and was much aſ- 
ſiſted by the examination of ſome gen- 
tlemen from England, to ſhew the aſ- 
ſurances which had been given by the 
friends of the colonies, that this com- 
penſation would be chearfully made, 
and the almoſt certain probability that 
the parliament would not acquicice in 
the refuſal of it, but the bad weight 
of the inſtructions could not be got 
over, although there was à general 
conviction throughout the houſe, that 
the compenſation ought to be made. 
4 muſt again repeat, that the Boſton 
members exdrted themſelves for the 
queſtion in this ſeſſion, as much as 
they did againſt it in the Jaſt, but 
they were defeated by their , former 
machinations, otherwiſe I believe it 
would have been carried without a 
diviſion. 


After a litigation of a fortnight, in 5 
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which the queſtion was put in different 
forms two or three ſeveral times, and 
loſt by no great majority, this ex- 
pedient was hit upon: That they 
ſhould bring in a bill for compenſatin 

the ſufferers, in which the ſums ſhoul 

be aſcertained (the miſreport of which 
was ſuppoſed to have hurt the cauſe), 


and alſo for indemnifying the rioters, - 


and that the bill ſhould be printed for 
the conſideration of the conſtituents, 
and the governor ſhould be defired to 
grant a receſs for that purpoſe—This 
paſſed with little or no oppoſition, and 
a bill was accordingly brought in and 
printed, and a meſſage was ſent to 
me „ after this 
Jreceived your lordſhip's letter: I im- 
mediately communicated it to both 
houſes, and gave the houſe of repre- 


. ſentatives time to conſider of it, which 


was only ſpent in fruitleſs altercations, 
without any attempt to reſume the bu- 
ſineſs: I therefore adjourned the ge- 
neral court for three weeks, being the 
earlieſt day I could appoint. —I incloſe 
copigs of the meſſage to me, and my 
ipeech upon the adjournment. 

After the adjournment had paſſed, 
and before I had left the chair, it was 
obſerved in the council, - that the 
houſe had not ordered your lordſhip's 
letter to be printed; as it is uſual to 
do in caſes where ſuch publication is 
like to facilitate the buſineſs recom- 
mended. It was therefore moved, 
that the governor be deſired to order 
the letter to be printed, as it would 
tend- very much to conciliate the 
minds of the people to the compen- 
ſation, and to remove the ill-humour 
prevailing among them. This havin 
the unanimous voice of the council, 
aſſented to, being fully of the ſaue 
opinion. I muſt beg your lordſhip 
will let the occaſion apologize for my 
taking this liberty, if there ſhould be 


an impropriety in it, which at preſent 


I do not ſee, as theſe kind of pub- 
lications are not uncommon in this 
government. I am, &c. 
Francis BERNARD. 
Q 2. 7 
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The Speech of the Governor of Maſſa- 
 chuſett”'s Bay, October 29, 1766— 
The Anſwer of the Houſe, Now. 12 
—T he Speech of the Gewvernor, Now. 
13—1z his Letter of the 14th of No- 
vember, 1706. 
His Excellency's Speech to both Houſes of 
Aſſembly at the epening of the Seſſion. 
Gentlemen of the Council, and Gentle- 
men of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
J have thought proper to call you 
together, that you may have an op- 
portunity to give a poſitive anſwer to 
what I recommended to you by order 
of his Majeſty laſt ſeſſion, as it will be 
expected of me that it will be reported 
to his M:jeſty beiore the opening of 
the buſineſs of the next year, and I 
heartily wiſh that it may be ſuch as 
will anſwer the expectations and de- 


ſires of your friends in Great-Britain. 


For my own part, , I ſhall, upon this 
occaſion, as upon all others, make 
the beſt uſe of the means you ſhall pat 
in my hands, to promote the honor 
and reputation of the province. 

As you are called together for this 
buſineſs only, when it 15 finiſhed, I 
Mall have no objection to your return- 
ing home, until the uſual time of 
opening the winter ſeſſion, 
Ceouncil-Chamber. FR*. BERNARD. 


The following is an anſwer of the 
Honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives 
to his Excellency the Governor's 
Jpeech at the opcning of the ſeſſion. 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

Your ſpeech to both houſes at the 
opening of the preſent ſeſſion, has 
been repeatedly under the moſt de- 
liberate conſideration of the houſe of 
repreſentatives. + 

It was indeed, Sir, with great re- 
luctance, that the houſe found them- 
ſelves under the neceſſity of having 
recourſe to your former ſpeech and 
meſſage upon this occaſion, but as 
you are pleaſed to refer us to them, 
without ſaying any thing to qualify 
them, the houſe cannot help ob- 


. ferving, that the manner in which 


your Excellency has repeatedly pro- 
zofed a compenſation to the ſufferers, 
as been derogatory to the honor of 
the houſe, and in breach of the pri- 
vileges thereof :—that the terms you 
have made uſe of, have been ef. 
ſentially different from thoſe dictated 


to you by his Majeſty's expreſs com- 


mand, ſignified in a letter from his 
ſecretary of ſtate—that they tended to 
weaken the inherent uncontroulable 
right of the people to diſpoſe of their 
own money to ſuch purpoſes as they 
ſhall judge expedient, and to no 
other: and that under theſe appre- 
henſions, it is not improbable ſome of 
the towns may have framed their 
inſtructions to their repreſentatives 
againſt a compenſation out of the 
publig treaſury. 

The houſe, however, with the moſt 
dutiful and profound reſpect, have at- 
tended to his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
and mild recommendation, and ob- 
ſerve, that it is his pious and bene- 
volent intention, that not only a 
compenſation ſhould be made to the 
ſufferers in the late times, but alfo 
that a veil be drawn over every diſ- 
gracetul ſcene, and to forgive, and 
even to forget the undutiful behaviour 
of any of his ſubjects in thoſe un- 
happy times. | | 

Confirmed 1 
indemnification of the offenders is of 
equal importance and neceſſity with 
the making compenſation to the ſuf- 
ferers, and being ever ready with the 
utmoſt chearfulneſs, to unite their en- 
deavours, in promoting the wiſe and 
moſt gracious purpoſes of their right- 
ful ſovereign, in conformity to the 
ſpirit of Mr. Secretary Conway's let- 
ter, the houſe have framed a bill, in- 
titled, “ An AQ for granting Com- 
penſation to the Sufferers, and ge- 
neral Pardon, Indemnity and Gb— 
livion, to the Offenders in the late 
Times.” 

This bill they have ordered to be 

ubliſhed for the confideration of the 
ſeveral towns, and humbly pray your 
Excellency 


n the opinion that an 
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Excellency would pleaſe to give 
them a receſs for that purpole. 


His Excellency the Governor's 
ſpeech at the adjournment of the 
court, Now. 13, 1766 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repre- 

ſentatiVes. 

In the letter of the Earl of Shel- 
burne, which I laid before you, you 
have a ſecond teſtimony from another 
f his Majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate, of 
he tenderneſs and affection towards 
he people under my government, 
vith which I have conducted myſelf 
luring the late diſputes, and there- 
fre, I ſhall make no other anſwer to 
he ungenerous inſinuations in your 
eſſage of yeſterday, than by re- 
ring to your own journals, from 
hence it will evidently appear, that 
tis from among yourſelves, and not 
om me, that the difficulties which 
ave prevented your making a com- 
xenſation to the ſufferers have aroſe. 
Jam very ſorry that you have not 
lready complied with what has been 
ecommended to you, but it is ſome 
itisfaction to me, that you have laid 
foundation for compleating this bu- 
neſs, which I hope will not fail of 
ceſs. The importance of the affair, 
nd the haſty approach of the new 
ear, will not allow the loſs of a day 
hich can be ſaved, and therefore J 
all make the receſs which you deſire 
$ ſhort as poſſible; and that you 
ay. do the buſineſs with as much 
edit to yourſelves as may be, I ſhall 
ntinue the ſeſſion until you can come 
a final determination. 
uncil- Chamber. FRA“. BERNARD. 


oy of a Bill for granting Com- 
perjation to the Sufferers, c. — In 
Governor Bernard's of the 14th of 
November, 1766. 
he following bill now depending in 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, is 
publiſhed by their orders, for the 
conſideration of the ſeveral towns 
in this province. 


A bill intitled, “ An Act for 
granting Compenſation to the Suf- 
ferers, and of free and general Pardon, 
Indemnity and Oblivion to the Of- 
fenders in the late Times.“ 

Whereas the King's moſt Excellent 
Majeſty taking into his gracious and 
ſerious confideration, the troubles, 
diſcords, inſurrections, tumults, and 
riots which have lately happened in 
America, and that divers of his ſub- 
jects have thereby ſuffered greatly in 
their property, and others by occaſion 
thereof, and otherwiſe, have fallen 
into, and are obnoxious to great 
pains and penalties, out of a hearty 
and pious deſire that ſuch ſufferers be 
compenſated, and to put an end to 
all ſuits, controverſies and proſe- 
cutions, that by occaſion of the late 
diſtractions have ariſen, or may ariſe 
between any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and to the intent that a veil be drawn 
over the late unhappy exceſſes, has 
been pleaſed graciouſly to ſignify his 
deſire to forgive and forget them, at 
the ſame time of his abundant cle- 
mency, recommending a compen- 
ſation to the ſufferers in their pro- 
perty, with ſuch a conduct in ge- 
neral, as ſhall be at this great criſis 
the belt means of fixing the mutual in- 
tereſt and inclination of Great Britain 
and her colonies, on the moſt firm 
and ſolid foundation. f 

From a gratetul ſenſe of his Ma- 
jeſty's grace and clemency, in order 
to promote internal peace and ſafety, 
to make compenſation to the ſaid ſuf- 
ferers, and as a means, ſo far as in 
our power, of demonſtrating to all the 
world, our ſenſe of the happineſs we 
enjoy, in being a part of the Britiſh 
empire, and intitled to the rights, 
hberties, and privileges of Britiſh tub- 
jets, we his Majeſty's moſt dutiful 
and loyal ſubjects, the repreſentatives 
of the commons in this province, in 
the great and general court aſſembled, 
of our free and good will, have re- 


ſolved to give and grant, and pray 
that it be enacted. 


And 
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And be it accordingly enacted, by 
the Governor, 3 and houſe of 
repreſentatives, that there be granted 
and paid out of the public treaſury of 
this province, to the Hon. Thomas 
N 5 til Eſq; the ſum of C. 3 194 
17. 6d. 
ito the Hon. Andrew Oliver, Eſq; 

the ſum of C. 172 . 

To Benjamin Hallowell, jun. Efq; 
the ſum of £.385 6s. 104. | 

To William Story, Eſq; the ſum of 
L.67 8s. 104. in full compenſation for 
their loſſes and ſufferings in the late 
times of confuſion, 

And be it further enacted, that all 
riots and unlawful aſſemblies, coun- 
celled, commanded, ated, done, or 
made within this province between 
the 1ſt day of Auguſt, 1765, and the 
xt day of May, 1766, and all bur- 
glaries, felonies, and breaches of the 

ce whatſoever, committed in, by, 
or during ſuch riots, routs, and un- 
lawful aſſemblies, be, and hereby are 
pardoned, releaſed, indemnified, diſ- 
charged, and put in utter oblivion, 
and that all and every the perſon or 
perions, acting, adviſing, aſſiſting, 
abetting and counſelling, the ſame 
be, and are hereby pardoned, re- 

aſed, acquitted, indemnifed and 
diſcharged from the ſame, and of, 
and from all pains of death, and 
other pains, judgments, indictments, 
convictions, penalties and forfeitures, 
theretofore had or given, or that might 
accrue for the ſame, and that all 
ſuch indictments, convictions and for- 
ſeitures, are hereby declared null and 
void. 

And be it further enacted, that any 
perſon indicted or preſented, or in 
any manner proſecuted, or that ſhall 
or may be hereafter indicted, preſent- 
ed, or in any manner proſecuted, for 
any of the offences by this act pardon- 
ed, may plead the general iſſue, and 
give this act in evidence, which ſhall 
be ſuſicient to acquit him. 

Provided that nothing in this act 
contained, ſhall extend to the par- 
doning, or give any benefit whatever 


to any perſon who is, or may be 
lawfully poſſeſſed of any Ac - 
chattels, taken or ſtolen = any br 
perſon, unleſs the poſſeſſor ſhalf 
within thirty days after the publication 
of this act, have ſurrendered and de. let 
livered them up to the owner. 
Provided alſo, that nothing in this f 
act ſhall extend to the barring any E 
civil action of treſpaſs for damage, M ++; 
ſuſtained by any perſon, not com. 
penſated by this 4. 
— — — c_— — — 
Extract of a Lettes from Governy 
Ward to the Earl of Shelburne 
[ Received Fanuary 21, 1767.] 
Newport, Rhode-Iſiand, Nov. 6, 1766. 
The military ſtores and proviſioas 
furniſhed by the colonies in the year 
1756 for the provincial troops, were 
by directions from the Ear! of Loudon, 
commander in chief of his Majeſty" 
forces in North-America, taken into 
the King's magazines, and the c9- 
lonies were, on the behalf of the 
crown, promiſed payment for them, 
The other colonies, upon preſenting 
their accounts, received the money fr 
* 3 but this colony unhap-iff of 
pily neglecting to tranſmic their ac-M the 
counts (amounting to C. 4211 197. %% Ar 
in ſeaſon, an objection aroſe when me 
they were to the payment ol his 
them; and they were referred to tle an; 
then ſecretary at war and pay-maſterM the 
general, who propoſed a deduction of mc 
£1209 145. —'Thus the matter reſted of 
for ſeveral years, when the agent foi be; 
this colony was introduced to renew lig 
his application for payment of thole the 
accounts; upon which, they were the 
again referred to the ſecretary at wall $01 
and the pay-maſter in general, wh as 
after ſome further deduction, reported loy 
that there was due ang payable i mo 
the colony, C. 2672 187. 114.” Which lor 
ſum the colony expected the agen me 
would ſoon have received, but in hi acc 
laſt letter he informs me, that up! 
application for the money, he n 
ceived a poſitive anſwer from the lord 
of the treaſury, ** That as a requiſitio 
wa 


was gone ſrom the crown to the colony, 
the treaſury-board thought fit to ſuſ- 
d the payment of the money, until 
an anſwer came from the colony re- 
lating to that requiſition.” The ge- 
neral aſſembly, upon receipt of this 
ſetter, requeſted me to lay the matter 
before his Majeſty's principal ſecretary 
of ſtate for this department, and I 
have accordingly given your lordſhip 
this ſhort account of the affair, ; 
beg leave to obſerve to your lord- 
ſhip, that this colony really paid the 
whole ſum charged for the ſeveral ar- 
ticles in their accounts, ſo that if the 
ſum reported to be due be paid, they 
will ſuffer an actual loſs of upwards of 
1500 pounds, beſides the damage they 
have ſuſtained, by being kept ont of 
the money ten years—intereſt for 
which, they have paid ever ſince at 
the rate of ten per cent. per annum. 
This colony, my lord, ſurrounded 
on all fides by the Maſſachuſet's-Bay, 
Connecticut, and the ſea, and not 
expoſed to the attacks of the enemy 
apon this continent, were animated 
ſolely by a zeal for his Majeſty's 
ſervice, and the honour and dignity 
of his crown, to exert themſelves in 
the common cauſe of Britain and 
America, in ſuch a manner as to 
merit and receive the approbation of 
his Majeſty's Miniſters and Generals, 
and ſo far beyond their ability, that 
they are now actually involved in a 
moſt heavy debt, for which, by reaſon 
of the ſcarcity of money, they have 
been, and for years to come, will be ob- 
liged to pay a very high intereſt. From 
theſe conſiderations, the detention of 
the balance reported to be due, occa- 


as a peculiar hardſhip by his Majeſty's 
loyal ſubjects in this colony — The 
more eſpecially, as all the other co- 
lonies have long ſince received the 
monies due to them upon the lame 
account, | 

I muſt alſo beg leave to ſubmit to 
your lordſhip, whether this ſuſpenſion 
of payment may not be conſidered 
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ſions great uneaſineſs, and is conſidered 
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rather as a mode of compelling the 
colony to grant monies to the perſons 
who have ſuffered, than as a recom- 
mendation of the ſufferers, whether it 
will not have a -manifeſt tendency to 
diſcourage the colonies from exerting 
themſelves in the ſame vigorous man- 
ner for his Majeſty's ſervice for the 
future, and whether, confidering his 
Majeſty's inviolable and tender regard 
for the rights and privileges of all his 
ſubjects, a meaſure fo coercive can be 
ſuppoſed agreeable to his royal in- 
tentions. 

I am alſo, at the requet of the ge- 
neral aſſembly, to aſſure your lord- 
ſhip, that the opinion that the rioters 
in this colony were countenanced in 
their depredations by any perſon of 
note or conſequence, is ſo far as the 
members of the aſſembly have any 
knowledge or information thereof, 
entirely groundleſs, and that when 
the ſufferers ſhall make a proper ap- 
plication to the afſembly, they will 
conſider the ſame, and do them all 


the juſtice the nature of their caſes 
ſhall require. 


Extra? of a Letter from Sir Henry 
Moore to the Earl of Shelburne. 
[ Received February 4, 1767. ] 
| New-York, Dec. 19, 1 766. 
The letter which I had the honour 
of receiving from your lordſhip, dated 
the gth of Auguſt, was laid before 
the houſe of aſſembly the 17th of laſt 
month, accompanied by a meſſage. 
* Yeſterday the incloſed addreſs 


was preſented to me in anſwer to my 
melſiage,”” 


Copy of Governor Sir Heary Moore's 
Mage to the General Aſſembly of 
New-York. — In his Letter of the 1975 
of December, 1766. 

Now. 17, 1766. 

Gentlemen of the General Aſſembly, 
In con ſequence of a report made to 
the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and 

Plantations, of the act paſſed in the 

laſt ſefions of aſſembly, for providing 


barracks, 


120 


barracks, fuel, &c. for his Majeſty's 
troops quartered in this city, and my 
letter to the ſecretary of ſtate on the 
ſame occaſion, I have had the honour 
of . the following letter from the Earl 
of Shelburne. 


PRIOR DOCUMEN:TS. 


We hope it will be conſidered, that 
we are choſen to make ſuch a pro. 
viſion for the ſupport of his Majelty 
government in this colony (as well az 
for other important purpoſes) as i 
molt ſuitable to the circumſtances of 


the people we repreſent, and that we 
ſhould be guilty of a breach of that 
moſt ſacred truſt, if we ſhould load 
them with burthens they are inca- 
pable of iupporting. 

In the proviſion we made laſt ſeſſion 
for quartering two battalions and one 
company of artillery, we loaded our. 
ſelves with a burthen much greater 
than any of the neighbouring govern- 
ments lie under for that ſervice, and 
imagined, that far from being cen- 
ſured on that account, it would be 
accepted as a new inſtance of that 
loyalty and affection to his Mgjeſty's 
government, of which this colony has 
exhibited ſo many proofs. | 

We beg leave further to repreſent to 
your Excellency, that by the a& of 
parliament, it appears to be the in- 
tention of the legiſlature, to provide 
for the quartering ſoldiers only on a 
march :—But according to the con- 
ſtruction put on it here, it is required 
that all the forces which ſhall at any 
time enter this colony, ſhall be quar- 
tered, during the whole year, in a 
very unuſual and expenſive manner— 
That by the marching ſeveral regi- 
ments into this colony, this expence 
would become ruinous and unſup- 
portable, and therefore we cannot, 
conſiſtent with our duty to our con- 
ſtituents, put it in the power of any 
perſon (whatſoever confidence we may 
have in kis prudence and integrity) to 
lay ſuch a burthen on them. 

We ſhould be very ſorry to differ 
with your Excellency on this, or any 
other political ſubject, and therefore 
it is proper to offer thele matters to 
your conſideration, in hopes that they 
will be ſufficient to demonſtrate, that 


[Here follows his Lerdſbip's Letter of 

the gth of Augu/t, 1766 —/ee p. 92. ] 

I flatter myſelf, that on a due con- 
fideration of this letter, no difficulties 
can poſſibly ariſe, or the leaſt objection 
be made to the proviſion for the troops, 
as required by the act of parliament, 

Fort George, H. Mooxe. 
Nov. 17, 1766. 

Addreſs of the General 4ſembly of New- 
York to Sir Henry Moore — Iu his 
Leiter of December 19, 1766. 

To his Excellency Sir Henry Moore, Bart. 
Captain-General and Governor in 
Chief, in and over the Colony of 
New-York, and the Territories de- 
pending thereon in America, Chan- 
cellor and Vice Admiral of the ſame. 

The humble Addreſs of the General A, 

e ſembly of the ſaid Colony. 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

We his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
loyal Tubje&s, the general aſſembly of 
the colony of New-York, have taken 

our Excellency's meſſage of the 17th 
of November laſt into our moſt ſerious 
conſideration, and beg leave to allure 
your Excellency, that nothing would 
give us greater pleaſure, than to find 
it in our power to comply with every 
requiſition, tending in any manner to 
promote his Majeſty's ſervice It is, 
therefore, with great concern, that 
we find it impoſſible to comply with 
what is now demanded, conſiſtent 
with our obligations to our conſti- 
tuents. We ſhall always be re.:dy to 
give the ampleſt teſtimony of our 
loyalty to his Majeſty, and ſubmiſſion 
to his governmeat, from which we 
humbly conceive we do not deviate, 
when we ſhew a regard to the intereſts 
ot his faithful ſubjects in this colony, | 
abſolutely neceſſary for their pre- the objections againſt making the pro- 
ſervation. ; vilion required, are of a nature the 
: mok 


| "SEO 


—_— ———— — P 


—_ — 


ö 


2.2 — 


8 — ̃ — — 


= 


„„ — 4 „ — „ = -a ww A NR ww — wa — A — — , . , XxX „ = «= - = £A + ð + 


| FRIONR 0 
moſt ſerious and weighty imaginable, 
and therefore we humbly intreat your 
Excellency to ſet our conduct in the 
moſt favourable, that is, in its true 
light, by repreſenting that our non- 
compliance on this occaſion proceeds 
intirely from a juſt ſenfe of what our 
duty requires, By order of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. 

Aſembly-Chamber, W. NiceLL, Sp". 
December 15, 1766. 


— — — — 


Extract of a Letter from Governor 

Franklin to the Earl of Shelburne. 

[ Received February 4, 1767]. 
Burlington, New- Ferſey, 
December 18, 1766. 

I ſhould mention, however, that in 
the act for ſupplying the ſeveral 
barracks erected in this colony, with 
furniture and other neceſſaries for ac- 
commodating the King's troops, in 
or marching through this colony,“ 
they have, inſtead of ſpecifying the 
ſeveral articles required to be furniſhed 
by the act of parliament, empowered 
the barrack maſters to provide fire- 
wood, bedding, blankets, and ſuch 
other neceſſaries, as have been here- 
tofore uſually furniſhed to the ſeveral 
barracks within this colony.“ I did 
all I could to prevail on them to 
inſert the very words of the act of 
parliament, and to impower the bar- 


rack- maſters to furniſh, at the expence 


of the province, the ſame articles as 
were therein required: But it was to 
no purpoſe; they ſaid they had al- 
ways furniſhed every thing which was 
neceſſary that the officers and ſol- 
diers who had been quartered here, 
never complained, but, on the con- 
trary, many of them acknowledged 
they were better accommodated here 
than they had ever been at barracks 
in Europe; they aaded, that they 
looked upon the act of parliament for 
quartering ſoldiers in America, to be 
virtually as much an act for laying 
taxes on the inhabitants as the ſtamp- 
at, and that it was more partial, as 
the troops were kept in a few of the 
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colonies, whereby others were ex- 


empted from contributing any thing 
towards the expence. I was therefore 
obliged to take the act as it was ten- 
dered, or to let his Majeſty's troops 
remain unprovided with neceſſaries— 
I have, however, the pleaſure of 
finding the regiment ſtationed in this 
province perfectly ſatisfied with their 
quarters — No complaints whatever 
have been made to me, and I believe 
there are but few, if any articles of 
conſequence, required by the act of 


parliament, but what they are fur- 
niſhed with here. 


Copy of an Ad paſſed in New-Ferſey, 
appointing Commiſſioners for ſupplying 
the ſeveral Barracks erefted in this 
Colony, with Furniture and other 
Necefſaries for accommodating the 
King's Troops, in or marching through 
that Colony, Fc. —In Gov. Frank- 
lin 2 of the 18th of December, 
1766, 

4 An AQ, appointing Commiſſioners 
for ſupplying the ſeveral Barracks 
erected in this Colony, with Fur- 
niture and other Neceſſaries for ac- 
commodating the King's Troops, 
in or marching through this Co- 
lony, and for defraying other in- 
cidental Charges.” 

I. Whereas by an act of the le- 
giſlature of this colony, paſſed in the 
fifth year of his preſent Majeſty's 
reign, certain commiſſioners therein 
named, were impowered and required 
to {ell all the periſhable furniture be- 
longing to the ſeveral barracks in this 
colony, and as it is requiſite that the 
{aid barracks ſhould be provided with 
blankets, beds, and other neceſſaries 
for the reception of the King's troops 
as may occaſionally march through 
this colony; Therefore 

II. Be it enacted, by the Governor, 
Council, and General Aſſembly; and 
it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the ſame, that Daniel Ellis, Joſeph 
Hollingſhead, Abraham Hunt, Alex- 
ander Chambers, Hendrick Fiſher, 

R Reuben 
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Reuben Runyon, Samuel Sarjant, 
Thomas Skinner, Robert Ogden, and 
John Blanchard, be, and they are 
hereby appointed commiſſioners for 
the ſeverai barracks in this colony, 
that is to ſay, Daniel Ellis and Joſeph 
Hollingſhead tor the barracks at Bur- 
lington, Abraham Hunt and Alex- 
ander Chambers for the barracks at 
Irenton, Hendrick Fiſher and Reu- 
ben Runyon, for the barracks at 
New Brunſwick, Samuel Sarjant and 
Thomas Skinner, for the barracks at 
Perth Amboy, Robert Ogden and 
John Blanchard, for the barracks at 
Elizabeth Town. 

III. And be it further enacted, by 
the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall 
and may be lawful, for the ſaid com- 
miſſioners, and the ſurvivors of them, 
at each reſpective place aforeſaid, for 
which they are appointed com miſ- 
ſioners as aforeſaid, and they and the 
ſurvivors of them are hereby im- 
powered to purchaſe firewood, bed- 
ding, blankets, and other neceſſaries, 
as have been heretofore uſually fur- 
niſhed to the ſeveral barracks within 
this colony, and it ſhall, and may be 
lawful for either of the treaſurers of 
this colony, to pay to the ſaid Daniel 
Ellis, Joſeph Hollingſhead, Abraham 
Hunt, Alexander Chambers, Hen- 
drick Fiſher, Reuben Runyon, Sa- 
muel Sarjant, Thomas Skinner, Ro- 
bert Ogden, and John Blanchard, 
or any two of them, ſuch ſums 
of money as may be wanted for 
the ſervice aforeſaid, not exceeding 


the ſum of one hundred pounds, 


for the uſe of each of the iid 
five barracks in this colony, oit 
of the money made current for the 
ſervice of the late war, or now in the 
treaſury, and orders with a receipt 
thereon, or receipts ſigned by the 
aforeſaid commiſſioners, or any two 
of them, when produced by the ſaid 
treaſurers, or either of them, to the 
General Aſſembly, ſhall diſcharge the 
faid treaſurers re ſpectively, their heirs, 
executors, and admin ſtrators, of, and 


from ſo much as they ſhall have paid, 
by virtue of this act, and the ſaid 
commiſſioners, their heirs, executors, 
and adminiſtrators, are hereby made 
accountable to the General Aſſembl 
of this province, for all ſuch ſums of 
money as they ſhall reſpectively re- 
ceĩ ve in purſuance of this act. 

IV. And be it enacted, by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, that the commiſſioners 
aforeſaid, and the care of the ſeveral 
barracks within this colony, ſhall be 
under the ſame regulations as in, and 
by the aforeſaid recited act, is re- 
quired and directed. 

V. And whereas it is reaſonable 
that ſundry incidental charges of this 
colony ſhould be paid ; be it enacted, 
by the authority aforeſaid, that there 
be paid out of the public monies, now 
in the hands of the treaſurers of this 
colony, the ſums following ; viz. 

To the Hon. John Stevens, Eſq; 
two pounds, ſeven ſhillings, and four- 
pence, for ſending an expreſs into this 
colony to inform the inhabitants of a 
large ſum of counterfeit Jerſey bills 
of credit, being arrived in a veſlel 
from England. 

To the perſons who apprehended 
John Johnſon, John Fagan, and John 
Grimes, the ſum of thirty pounds, to 
be paid to Benjamin Davids and John 
Robins, and appropriated in manner 
following; to wit: To Benjamin 
Davids, for his activity in taking and 
expences in carrying the felons to 
g20l, the ſum of ten pounds: —To 
John Robins, for his extraordinary 
activity, the ſum of ſix pounds the 
remainder of ſaid thirty pounds to be 
paid to the other perſons concerned in 
ſearching tor, and ſecuring the ſaid 
t-lons, in ſuch proportion as the ſaid 
Benjamin Davids and John Robins 
ſaall adjudge the ſame, 

To Cortland Skinner, Eſq; two 
pounds, ten ſhillings, for an expreſs 
to New-York during the fitting of 
this ſeſſion. | 

To John Allen, late barrack-maſter 
at Irenton, in full of his account, 


thirty- 


thirty-nine pounds, ſeventeen ſhil- 
lings, and nine-pence. 
All which ſaid ſeveral ſums laſt 
mentioned, ſhall be paid to the 
ſeveral perſons by the treaſurers of this 
colony, or either of them, on war- 
rants to be produced to them, or 
either of them, ſigned by the Go- 
yernor, or commander in chief for 
the time being, in council, and the 
warrants ſo ſigned, with indorſe- 
ments thereon, made by the perſons 
to whom the ſame ſhall reſpectively 
be made payable, ſhall be ſufficient 
vouchers to diſcharge them the ſaid 
treaſurers, or either of them, and 
their, or either of their heirs, exe- 
cutors, and adminiſtrators, of, and 
from ſo much of the ſaid money. 
June 25, 1766. 
This bill having been three times 
read in the Touſe of Repreſentatives, 
Reſolved that the ſame do paſs. By 
order of the houſe. 
CoRTLAND SKINNER, OP”. 
Conncil-Chamber, June 26, 1766. 
This bill having been three times 
read in council, - Reſolved that the 
ſame do paſs. By order of the houſe. 
| PETER KEMBLE, Sp". 
Perth Amboy, June 28, 1766. 
I aſſent to this bill, enacting the 
fame, and order it to be inrolled. 
WILLIAu FRANELIN, 
Extract of a Letter from Governor Her- 
nard to the Farl of Shelburne. 
[ Received February 9, 1707. ] 
Boften, December 6, 1766. 


I have the honour to inform your 


lordſhip, that the act for making a 


compenſation to the ſufferers by the 
late riots, paſſed the two houſes, and 
received my conſent this day, being 
the fourth from their meeting, after 
the adjournment. The act has re- 
ceived very lictle alteration from the 
bill which J ſent to your lordſhip, 
with my letter of the 14th of No- 
vember. It paſſed the Houſe of 
kepreſentatives by tifty-two againſt 
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TI can't have miſtaken my duty, in 


123 
thirty-five, and in the Council, four- 
teen to one. X 

The confiderable majority in the 
houſe, and the almoſt unanimous 
voice of the Council, together with 
the diſpatch with which it has been 
carried through both, will, I hope, 
in ſome degree, apologize for the 
delay and difficulty which this bu- 
ſineſs has met with heretofore. 

I ſhould not have thought myſelf 
warranted in paſſing an act of in- 
demnity in a common caſe, without 
ſome previous inſtruction or order for 
that purpoſe: But this act ſeems to 
me ſo conformable to his Majeſty's 
gracious intention, as it has been ſig- 
niſied to me by your lordſhip, and 
Mr. Secretary Conway, that I think 


what I have now done. However, 
if I have, the confirmation of the act 
is ſtill in his Majeſty's hands. 


Copy of a Letter from Deputy Governor 
Sharpe to the Earl of Shelburne, 
[ Received February 13, 1767.] 
Annapolis, Maryland, 


Dec. , 1766. 
My Lord, * 2 


The two letters your lordſhip was 
pteaſed to write to me the gth of 
Auguſt laſt, having lately come to 
my hands, I now do myſelf the honor 
to acknowledge my receipt thereof, 
and to aſſure your lordſhip, that 
whatever commands your lordſhip 
may at any time communicate to me, 
vibe punQuually obeyed. In a letter 
I took the liberty to addreſs to Mr. 
Secretary Conway laſt July, in anſwer 
to his of the 31 of March, I pro- 
miſed to lay the fame, together with 
the reſolves of the Houſe of Com- 
mons therein tranſmitted, before the 
aſſembly of this province at their firſt 
meeting, which I have fince done, 
and have now the ſatisfaction to in- 
form your lordſhip, that upon my 
recommending it to them to take the 
letter and reſolves into conſideration, 


R 2 and 
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and chearfully to comply with his 
Majeſty's requiſition thereby ſignified, 
they immediately voted a compen- 
ſation to the perſon whoſe houſe had 
been pulled down by the mob that 
aſſembled in the night of the 2d of 
September, 1765, and alſo to another 
perſon who had ſuffered a ſmall loſs 
at that time, with which compen- 
fation the ſufferers are, I underſtand, 
entirely ſatisfied. I muſt alſo, in 
Juſtice to the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince in general, aſſure your lordſhip, 
that ſince the repeal of the ſtamp-act 
was notified to them, they have not 
ſhewed the leaſt ſigns of diſcontent, 
nor have murmurings been heard 
amongſt them ; but, as far as I can 
judge, their behaviour has manifeſted 
the higheſt ſatisfaction at the late 
meaſures of the Britiih Jegiſlature, 
while their declarations have been 
expreſſive of unfeigned loyalty and 
gratitude to our gracious ſovereign, 
and of the greateſt attachment to the 
mother-country. I am, &c. 
HoRATIO SHARE. 


Extra of a Letter from Lieutenant-Go- 
&vernor Colden to the Earl of <hel- 
burne. 

[ Received February 18, 1767. ] 
New-York, December 26, 1766. 
«© In my letter to Mr. Secretary 

Conway of the 24th of June, I in- 

formed him, that the ailembly, in 

their ſeflion in June laſt, would not 
recompenſe me for the loſſes I ſuſtain- 


ed by the mob, the 1ſt of November 


laſt year. They have again, in their 


lat ſeſſions, refuſed payment, with 
this reaſon annexed, that I had 
brought them upon myſelf by my 
miſconduct.“ 1 


Extradt of a Letter from Major General 
Gage ſo the Earl of Shelburne, —With 
Copy of an Incloſure therein. 
[ Received February 18, 1767. ] 
| January 17, 1767. 
The packet had failed with the 
December mail, before J got a ſight 


of the addreſs from the General Af. 
ſembly of this province, to their Go- 
vernor, upon the ſubject of your lord. 
ſhip's letter to him, concerning the 
quartering of his Majeſty's troops, 
according to the full extent and mean- 
ing of the act of parliament made in 
that reſpect. Sir Henry Moore will 
have tranſmitted your lordſhip a copy 
of the ſaid addreſs, and I have the 
honour to incloſe your lordſhip a return 
of the number of troops quartere1 in 
the inhabited parts of this province. 

Lieutenant Colonel Prevoſt has 
brought here one hundred and eighty- 
eight recruits from Hamburgh, to 
compleat the two battalions of the 
Royal American regiment, and, as 
they will not be able to join their re- 
ſpective battalions till the ſpring, I 
have wrote to the Governor of Con- 
necticut, to deſire he would provide 
quarters for them in his government 
till the month of April. As the co- 
lony of Connecticut has never erected 
any barracks in their country for the 
uſe of his Majeſty's troops, they muſt 
be quartered there on public houſes, 
in the ſame manner as in England, I 
have not yet received the Governor's 
anſwer to this requiſition.” 


Return of his Majeſty's Troops, 
quartered in the Provincial Bar- 
racks, in the Province of New- 
York, 


E . 2 © 

Regiments. |= 3 1 88 8 
188 3 232 

58 585 

2 1 2c 
Artillery 8 1 | 63 
17th Regiment | 9 318 261 
46th Ditto Io 419 235 
Total 25 [10] 52 [559 
. 


THOMAS GAE, 
Commander in Chief. 


Copy 
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% of an AF to furniſh the Barracks 
6 4 1. Cities of . ork and Alb 
avith Firewood, Candies, and t 
other Neceſſaries therein-mentioned, 
for his Majeſty's Troops. 
[Received October 6, 1766.1 
« An Act to furniſh the Barracks in 
the Cities of New-York and Al- 
bany with Firewood and Candles, 
and the other Neceſſaries there- 
in-mentioned, for his Majeſty's 

Forces.” 

Whereas it has been repreſented to 
the General Aſſembly, that it is re- 
quiſite for his Majeſty's ſervice, pro- 
viſion ſhould be made at this time, for 
furniſhing the barracks in the cities 
of New-York and Albany with ſundry 
neceſſaries, for the more comfortable 
reception of his Majeſty's troops, that 
now are, or ſoon may be quartered 
in the ſaid barracks, and the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly being willing to make 
proviſion for the ſame, pray that it 
may be enafted; Be it therefore 
enacted by his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, the Council, and the General 
Aſſembly. And it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the ſame, that the 
mayor, recorder, and aldermen of the 
cities of New-York and Albany re- 
ſpe&ively, or ſuch perſon or perſons 
as they, or the major part of them 
reſpectively ſhall appoint, ſhall, as 
ſoon as may be after the publication 
of this act, furniſh the barracks in the 
ſaid cities with the ſaid neceſſaries 
hereafter mentioned; that is to ſay, 
« For the officers rooms, each, one 
pair of hand irons, one pair of tongs, 
one fire-ſhovel, one table, two chairs, 
and one candleſtick, and for every 
officer, ſeventeen ſhillings ſterling for 
one year in place of bedding—for 
every room for non-commiſſioned of- 
ficers and ſoldiers, each room to con- 
tain fourteen men, ſeven cribs, ſeven 
bed-caſes, ſeven bolſters to be filled 
with ſtraw every three months, four- 
teen blankets, two iron poſts, two 
trammels, one pair of tongs, one fire- 
ſhovel, one pair of hand-irons, two 


croſs bars, one batchet, one iron can- 
dleſtick, one table, two benches, and 
one bucket; and with fire-wood and 
candles, as follows :—for every room 
for officers, and for every room for 
non-commiſſioned officers and private 
men, to contain fourteen men each, 
from the 1 of October to the iſt of 
April, three-eights of a cord of wood 
per week for each room, and for five 
weeks preceding the 1ſt of October, 
and five weeks after the iſt of April, 
three-fixteenths of a cord of wood per 
week, and for the ſixteen remainin 

weeks, one eighth of a cord of — 
per week, one pound of candles per 
week for the winter only for each 
room, and for the guard-room in 
winter three candles each night, and 
in ſummer two candles each night, of 
ten candles to the pound,“ always 
provided, that the proviſion hereby 
made, doth not exceed the ſpace of 
one year, to commence from the pub- 
lication hereof; and that the whole 
number of troops in both cities, doth 
not exceed two battalions of five 
hundred men each, officers included, 
and one company of royal artillery, 
and alſo that no rooms be ſupplied 
with fire-wood and candles, or other 
neceſſaries furniſhed either for officers 
or men, but ſor ſuch as actually reſide 
in the barracks, in either of the cities 
of New-York and Albany. And 
that the ſaid mayor, recorder, and 
aldermen of the ſaid cities, or the 
major part of them reſpectively, may 
be enabled to furniſh the ſeveral ar- 


ticles and things by this act directed, 


Be it enacted by the ſame authority, 


that the treaſurer of this colony, out 
of the monies remaining in his hands, 


by virtue of an act of the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the Council, and the Ge 
neral Aſſembly, paſſed the twentieth 
day of March, one thouſand, ſeven 
hundred, and ſixty-two, intitled, 


An Act, directing the Treaſurer of 


this Colony to pay the Commander 
in Chief of all his Majeſty's Forces in 


North-America, the Sum of Four 


Thouſand, 
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Thouſand, Seven Hundred and Nine- 
ty-Pounds for his Majeſty's Service, 
to be repaid when his Majeſty ſhall 
think proper” pay unto the mayor, 
recorder, and aldermen of the ſaid 
cities of New-York and Albany, or 
the major part of them reſpectively, or 
to their reſpective orders, from time 
to time, ſuch ſum and ſums of money 
35 ſhall be requiſite to furniſh the ſe- 
veral neceſſaries aforeſaid, whoſe re- 
ſpective receipts ſhall be good and ſuf- 
cent vouchers to the Sid treaſurer, 
for fuch ſums of money as ſhall be 
therein ſpecified. And be it enacted 
by the ſame authority, that the mayor, 
recorder, and aldermen of the cities 
of New-York and Albany, or the 
major part of them reſpectively, ſhall 
keep, or cauſe to be kept, juſt, true, 


and regular accounts of the monies 


by them reſpectively expended in 
conſequence of this act, and ſuch ac- 
counts ſhall render on oath, to the 
Governor, the Council, and the Ge- 
veral Aſſembly, when by them, or 
either of them, thereunto required. 
Province of New-York, July 10, 1766. 

This act was paſſed by the General 
Aſſembly of the ſaid province the 
25th day of June, 1766. By the 
Council on the 27th day of the fame 
month of June; and on the third day 
ef July inſtant, was aſſented to by his 
Excellency the Governor—and the 
preceding is a true copy of the ori- 
gal examined by me, 

GEORGE Banyan, D. Secretary. 


Copy of a Maſſage from the Hou'e of 
Repreſentatives to Governor Berrard 
In Governor Bernard sf the 14th 
and 18th of February, 1707. 

. 10 | 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
The Houle of Repreſentatives beg 
to be informed by your Excellency, 
whether any proviiion has been. made 
zt the expence of this government, 
for his Majeſty's troops lately arrived 
wa this harbour, and by whom ? And 
Zito, whether your Excellency: has 
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reaſon to expect the arrival of any 
more to be quartered in this province, 


— — — 


Extract of a Leiter from Gowernor Ber. 
nard to the Earl of Shelburne. 
[Received March 10, 1767.] 

Beſton, Dec. 24, 1766, 
(No. II.) 

It has been uſual in this govern. 
ment, to reprint ſuch acts of parlia- 
ment as extend to America, by order 
of the Governor, with the advice of 
the Council; the ſtamp act itſelf was 
reprinted by the printer of the go- 
vernment, by ſuch order. Laſt ſum- 
mer, having received ſeven acts of 
parliament paſſed the laſt ſeſſion re- 
lating to America, I communicated 
theſe to the Council, and it appear- 
ing that four of them were intereſtin 
to this province, the Council adviſed 
that they ſhould be printed by the 
printers of the laws, and it was ac- 
cordingly ordered. Among theſe aQs 
was the Mutiny AQ, which it ſeems 
has given as much umbrage to this 


 Aﬀembly as it has done to that of a 


neighbouring province, though it has 
not yet ſo fully thowed itſelf. In the 
interval of the adjournment of the 
Aſſembly, a tranſport, with two com- 

anies of artillery on board, was 
Even in here by ſtreſs of weather; 
the commanding officer applied to me 
for quarters laid the buſineſs before 
the Council: The act of parliament 
was conſulted, and the Council ad- 
viſed me to order the commiſſary ta 


furniſh them with what they demand- 


ed under the act. When the Al- 


ſembly met, this matter was moved 


in the houſe, and a committee was 
appointed “ to prepare a meſſage to 


the Council, to enquire by what au- 


thority any acts of parliament are re- 
giſtered among the laws of this pro- 
vince.”* This meſſage was according- 


ly ſent up by five members, and had 


this queſtion at the end of it, © Whe- 
ther they knew of any act requiring 
the regiſtry of ordinances, which this 
legiſlature never conſented to? The 

next 
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next morning the houſe ſent up ano- 
ther meſſage to the Council, to en- 
quire“ Whether the board, or the 
Governor and Council, had made any 
proviſion for his Majelty's troops 
lately arrived in this harbour, and 
how ?” I had before, upon another 
occaſion, cautioned the Council againſt 
anſwering whilit ſitting in their legiſ- 
lative capacity without me, for what 
they did as a pay council with me, 
and I renewed this caution at this 
time, and added, that application 
ſhould be made to me, and to me 
only, for an account of what was 
done in the privy-council. The 
Council, therefore, anſwered to both 
the meſſages: That the orders re- 
lative to thoſe matters, were given by 
the Governor with the advice of 
Council, and therefore the houſe was 
referred to the Governor for the in- 
formation they deſired.” This an- 
ſwer was voted by the houſe to be 
not ſatisfactory, and a committee was 
appointed ** to take the anſwer and 
matter into conſideration in the receſs, 
and to report. what is proper to be 
done.“ 


Copy of a Maſſage from Governor Ber- 
nard to the Houſe of Repreſentatives 
In Governor Bernard's Letters of 
the 14th and 18th of February, 1767. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repre- 

ſentati ves. 

In anſwer to your meſſage of this 
day, I ſend you a copy of the minutes 
of Council, by which proviſion tor 
the artillery company at the Caftle, 
in purſuance of the late act of par- 
lament, was made. 

I intended to lay the matter before 
you, and had given orders for an 
account of the preſent expence to be 
made out for that purpoſe, which 
having received ſince your meiſlage 
came to me, I hereby communicate. 

I have received no advice whatever 
of any other troops being to be quar- 
tered in this province, nor have I 
any reaſon to expect the arrival of 
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ſuch, except from common report, to 
which I gave little credit. 


—— — — 


Copy of a Mage from the Houſe of 


Repreſentatives to Governor Bernard 


—1n Governor Bernard's Letters of 


the 14th and 18th of February, 1767. 
(No. III.) 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
In reply to your meſſage of the zoth 
of January, the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives beg leave to obſerve, That it us 
by virtue of the roya! charter alone, 
that the Governor and Council have 
any authority to iſſue money out of the 
treaſury, and that only according to 
ſuch acts as are, or may be in force 
within the province. 'This clauſe was 
intended to ſecure to the Houſe of 


Repreſentatives, the privilege of ori- 


ginating, granting, and diſpoſing of 
taxe; :—-But we apprehend it would 
be of very little value and importance, 
if it ſhould ever become a ſettled 
rule, that the Houſe are obliged to 
impoſe and levy aſſeſſments, rates and 
taxes, upon the eſtates or perſons of 
their conſtituents, for the payment of 
ſuch expences as may be incurred by 
virtue of an order of the Governor and 
Council, without the know!edge and 
conſent of the houſe. Your Excel- 
lency, therefore, in giving orders 
with tne advice of the Council, for 
making proviſion for the artillery 
companies at the Caſtle, acted, in an 
eſſential point, contrary to the plain 
intention of the charter of the pro- 
vince, wherein the powers of the ſe- 
veral branches of the General Aſ- 
ſembly, are declared and limited. If, 
however, there was an urgent neceſ- 
ſity for this procedure in the receſs of 
the court, we are very much ſurprized 
that your Excellency ſhould ſuffer the 
whole of the laſt ſeflion of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly to paſs over without 
layiag this matter h-fore ns, and that 
it was again omitted in the preſent 
ſeſſion, 'till the houſe had waited 
upon your Excellency with their meſ- 
ſage. It is the juit expectation of 


this 


. 
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this houſe, founded in the principles 
of the conſtitution, to have the earlieſt 
notice of a matter of this nature, and 
we cannot but remonſtrate to your 


Excellency, that the omiſſion of it 


was in breach of our privilege. 

But may it pleaſe your Excel- 
lency, it is ſtill more grievous to us, 
to find your Excellency making men- 
tion of a late act of parliament, in 
purſuance of which, your Excellency 
and the Council have created this ex- 
pence to the province One great 
grievance, in regard to the ſtamp- 
act, was, that it deprived us of the 
advantage of a fundamental and moſt 
eſſential part of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, the unalienable right of free- 
dom from all taxation, but ſuch as 
we ſhall voluntarily conſent to and 
grant :—while we feel a ſenſe of the 
worth and importance of this right, 
we cannot but expreſs a very deep 
concern, that an act of parliament 
mould yet be in being, which ap- 
pears to us to be as real a grievance, 
as was that which ſo juſtly alarmed 
this continent. Vour Excellency, 
and the Council, by taking this ſtep, 
have unwarrantably and unconſtitu- 
tionally ſubjected the people of this 
province to an expence, without 
giving this houſe an opportunity of 
paſſing their judgment upon it, and 
have alſo put it out of our power, by 
an act of our own, to teſtify the ſame 
chearfulneſs which this aſſembly has 
always ſhewn, in granting to his Ma- 
jeſty, of their free accord, ſuch aids 
as his Majeſty's ſervice has, from 
time to time, required. 


Cepy of a Meſſage from Governor Ber- 
nard to the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
February 17, 1767 — In Governor 


Bernard's Letters of the 14th and 


18th of February, 1767. 
(No. IV.) ©: 
Beſton, Feb. 19. 
Tueſday laſt his Excellency was pleaſ- 
ed to ſend the following Meſſage 


to the Hon. Houſe of Repreſenta. 
tives ; viz. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repre- 
Jentatives, 
The charges againſt me and the 
Council, contained in your meſſage 
of the 4th inſtant, have had a full 


conſideration ; the reſult of which is, 


that the proceedings in making pro- 
viſion for the King's troops lately ar- 
rived here, appear to be conſtitutional 
and warrantable, and are juſtified not 
only by the uſage of this government, 
but by the authority of the General 
Court itſelf, 

The barracks at the Caſtle were 
built by order of the General Court, 
for the reception of the King's troops 
when they ſhould arrive here, that 
there might be no occafion for quar- 
tering them upon the inhabitants, 
Fuel and candle are neceſſary to. the 
occupation of barracks without them 
no troops could go in or ſtay there, 
it being an allowance always inci- 
dental to their living in barracks. 
When, therefore, the Genera) Court 
ordered theſe barracks to be built for 
troops, it muſt have been implied, 
that the incidental neceſſaries ſhould 
be provided for the troops when they 
went into them—otherwiſe, we mult 
ſuppoſe that the General Court did 
not intend that the barracks ſhould be 
apphed to the uſe for which they 
were built. 

The manner of making the pro- 
viſion, and the proviſion itſelf, were 
agreeable to the uſage of this go- 
vernment in the like caſes. It con- 
ſiſted of fuel and candle only, which 
are abſolutely neceſſary, and always 
have been allowed in thoſe barracks, 
and it did not include ſeveral articles 
preſcribed by the act of parliament, 
and therefore it was wholly conſorm- 
able to the uſage of the government 
and the neceſſity of the caſe, but to 
the act only, as it coincided with it. 
If there had been no ſuch act, the 
Council would have thought them- 

| ſelves 
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ſelyes obliged to have adviſed the or- 
dering this proviſion, as it was neceſ 
fary to the uſe of the barracks, it 
being their duty, in the receſs of the 
General Court, to aſſiſt me in carry- 
ing into execution, by the uſual 
means, an eſtabliſhment provided for 
the convenience of the people. 

As to your complaint againſ me, 
for not laying this matter before you 
during the whole of laſt ſeſſion, and 
part of this ſeſſion, I ſhall only ſtate 
the facts, and leave it there. What 
you call the whole of laſt ſeſſion, was 
only the ſix laſt days of it, When you 
met after an adjournment, to paſs 
upon the Compenſation Bill. As 
ſoon as you had finiſhed that buſineſs, 
you deſired me to grant you a receſs 
I did fo, and told you at the ſame 
time, that upon that account, I had 


poſtponed all other buſmeſs to the 


next ſeſſion. As to the part of this 
ſeſſion, it was not forty-eight hours, 
and within that time I had given 
orders for making out an account of 
the expence of the proviſion in order 
to lay it before you, and I actually 
received it within two hours after I 
had your meſſage. This 1s the whole 
of what you call an omiſſion in breach 
of your privilege. 

Council-Chamber. FRA“. BERNARD, 


Extract from the Fournals of the Upper 
Houſe of Afembly — In Governor 
Wright's, (No. IV.) of the 6th of 
April, 1767. 

Georgia, Die Martis, 20% January, 
1767. 

Mr. Prekdent informed the Houſe, 
that he had two Meſſages from his 
Excellency the Governor, ſigned 
by his Excellency, which he was 
directed to lay before the Houſe, 


and he delivered them in at the 


Table, where the ſame were read, 
one of which is as follows; viz. 
* Honourable Gentlemen, 
It is always with reluctance, that 
I mention any matter of expence to 
jou, but having lately received a 
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letter from Captain Phillips, the of- 
ficer commanding the detachment of 
his Majeſty's troops in this province, 
incloſing me a liſt of neceſſaries allow- 
ed by the Mutiny act to ſoldiers in 
America, and requeſting to know 
where he is to procure the ſame; it 
is my duty to lay this matter, toge- 
ther with the act of parliament, before 
you, and to recommend it to your 
ſerious conſideration, and hope you 
will, as far as lies with you, enable 
me to comply with the direction con- 
tained in the ſaid act. 

* Savannah, James WriGnT.” 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Lieu- 
tenant Phillips. | 

J beg your Excellency will be 
pleaſed to . the trouble I give 
you, by inclofing a liſt of the neceſ- 
ſaries allowed to ſoldiers wherever 
they are lodged in barracks, and in- 
treat your directions where I am to 
procure them for the garriſons in your 
Excellency's province.“ | 
A Lift of Neceſſaries for the Soldiers ox 

the Out-Poſts. 

Candles for the guard and hoſpi- 
tal—wood for the garriſons - bedding 
and bedſteads - rum and vinegar, &c. 
as ordered by the Mutiny- act —cook- 
ing utenſils, pots, platters, ſpoons, 
&c. &c.—axes to cut their wood, 
and tables and forms. 

(Signed) RALPH PHILLIPS, 
ce Charles-Town, Fan. 6, 1767.“ 


„The command at Auguſta, an 
officer, a ſurgeon's mate, and twenty 
privates. | 

«« The command at Frederica, a 


ſerjeant and ten privates, but at pre- 


ſent only a corporal and nine pri- 
vates.“ 

* Reſolved, Nemine Diſſenſfente, 
That this houſe will readily and chear- 
fully concur with the Commons Houſe 
in every meaſure that may be judged 
expedient to carry the ſeveral matters 
into execution, recommended by his 
Excellency in his ſaid meſſages. 

8 6 Refolved, 


— K 
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r Reſolved, That an humble ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Excellency 
the Governor, acquainting his Ex- 
cellency with the aforegoing reſo- 
lution, 
« Ordered, That Mr. Powell and 
a. Johnſon do preſent the ſaid ad- 
reſs.“ 


A true copy, examined and cer- 
tifed by C. WArsox, C. G. A. 


Copy of Addreſs. 
| corgia, Fan. 20, 1767. 
To his Excellency James Wright, E/q; 

Captain-General, and Governor in 

Chief of his Majeſty's Province of 

Georgia. 

T he Humble Adareſs of the Upper Houſe 
| of Aſſembly. 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

This houſe having taken under con- 
fideration your Excellency's two meſ- 
ſages of this day, the one reſpecting 
the repairs requiſite at Fort Hallifax, 
and the other relative to ſundry ne- 
ceſſaries allowed by the late Mutiny- 
act to ſoldiers in America, beg leave 
to aſſure your Excellency, that we 
will readily and chearfully concur 
with the Commons Houſe, in every 
meaſure that may be judged expedient 
to carry the ſeveral matters therein re- 
commended, into due execution. 
By order of the Upper Houle, 

James HartrsHam, Prefident. 

Examined with the original, 

C. Warson, C. G. A. 


Exirad of a Letter from James Wright, 
E; Governor of Georgia, io the 
Earl of Shelburne. 

[Received May 21, 1767.] 
Savannah, April 6, 1767. 
In my letter of the 5th of January I 
wrote to your lordihip, that the Af- 
ſembly begun to do buſineſs on the 2d 
of December, and were to meet again 


on the 13th- of January, and that [ 


had not then obſerved any improper 
diſpoſition in them :—But, my Lord, 
this did not continue to be the caſe, 


for, on the 16th of January I received 
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a letter from Captain Lieutenant Phil. 
lips, who, by General Gage's order, 
then commanded the detachment of 
his Majeſty's Royal American regi. 
ment, doing duty in this province and 
South Carolina, defiring me to let 
him know where he was to apply for 
the barrack- neceſſaries directed by the 
Mutiny act, and on the 2oth of Ja- 
nuary I ſent a meſſage to the Council 
and Aﬀembly on that ſubje&, toge- 
ther with the Mutiny act, it being 
the uſe and cuſtom here, to ſend a 
meſſage to the Council, as well as to 
the Aſſembly, in ſuch caſes - copies 
of which I now incloſe to your lord- 
ſhip (No. I.); alſo a copy of the ad- 
dreſs of the Council as an Upper 
Houſe, in anſwer to my meſſage of 
the ſame date (No. II.)—but the Aſ- 
ſembly delayed ſending any anſwer 


for a conſitartble time, and finding 


no anſwer came, I ſent for two of the 
members, and let them know, that if 
I did not receive an anſwer forthwith, 
I ſhould be obliged to ſend a ſecond 
meſſage, in which poſſibly I might 
mention ſomething that would not be 
pleaſing, as I had underſtood they did 
not intend to comply with the act of 
parliament ; and that day I was in- 
formed, by direction of the houſe, 
that I might depend on an anſwer in 
a day, or two, at fartheſt, ' and ou 
the 18th of February I received the 
incloſed addreſs. (No. II) 


Extract of a Letter frem Major General 
Gage to the Earl of Shelburne. 

[ Received March 25.] 
New-York, Feb. 20, 1707. 

(No. IV.) | 
Your Lordſhip has been informed of 
the arrival of a number of German 
recruits in this port for the Royal 
American regiment, and of my 1n- 
tention to quarter them in the colony 
of Connecticut, ' till the ſeaſon ſhould 
allow them to join their corps. I 
wrote two letters to Governor Pitkin 
on the ſubject of quartering theſe re. 
cruits by the authority of the act of 
parliament 
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lament ſolely, but the Governor 


would do nothing in the affair, *nll 


authorized ſo to do by his Provincial 


Aſſembly. I have the honor to tranſ- 


mit your Lordſhip copies of ſaid letters, 
with the Governor's anſwers thereto. 
The men are now quartered in the 
towns, where the Governor told me 
proviſion would be made for their re- 


eeption. | 


Copy of a Letter from Governor Pitkin, 
of the Colony of Connecticut, to Ge- 
neral Gage In Major General Gage's 
Letters, (No. IV.) of the 20th of 
February, 1767. 7 * 

Hartford, Jan. 31, 1767. 

SIR, 
Your letter of the 25th inſtant I re- 
ceived z notwithſtanding your ſurprize 

at the delay of his Majeſty's ſervice, I 


can aſſure your Excellency, that this 


colony have nothing more at heart, 
than to forward his Majeſty's ſervice, 
and promote his intereſt by every part 
of their conduct. I have now the 
pleaſure to inform your Excellency, 
that the needful proviſion is made for 
quartering the number of troops men- 
tioned in your firſt letter, 

The towns referred to in your re- 
quiſition, have lately been greatly 
burthened with a large number of his 
Majeſty's regular troops, and had en- 
couragement that for the future they 
ſhould be excuſed, which induced the 
Aſſembly to provide quarters for the 
ſaid troops in the towns. of New 
Haven, Wallingford, and Brandford 
—am therefore defired to requeſt this 
favour of your Excellency, if it can 
be without prejudice to his Majeſty's 
ſervice, otherwiſe, proviſion is made 
in the towns of Stamford, Norwalk, 
and Fairfield. 

| am further defired to requeſt your 
Excellency, that orders be given that 
the ſoldiers may not carry their arms, 
except when called upon duty, which 
may prevent their diſturbing the peace 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, which the 
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people here have fearful apprehenfions 
of, from their former experience, 


I am, &c. | 
(Signed) Wu. PirxiIx. 
Copy of a Letter from General Gage to 
Governor Pitkin, of the Colony of 
Connecticut In Major Gen. Gage's 
Letter (No. IV.) of the 20th Fe- 
 bruary, 1767. 
Meu-Lort, Fan. 25, 1767. 
SIR, ; 
Captain Kemble has delivered me 
your letter of the 2oth inſtant, and I 
can't help expreſſing my ſurprize at 
the contents of it, and the delays 
given to his Majeſty's ſervice -I had 
the honor to ok application to you 
as the executive part of government, 
for the due execution of a law in your 
colony, in the ſame manner as the 
ſaid law is daily put in execution by 
every juſtice of the peace, conſtable, 
headborough, or tythingman, through- 
out the kingdom of England. I 
cannot comprehend that your colony 
is affected by my requiſition in any 


ſhape, as to expence, there bei:ig no 


barracks in the colony, therefore there 
is no expence to be incurred for bed- 
ding, fuel, utenſils, &c. but the troops 
to be quartered in public houſes, in 
the ſame manner as in England; and 
as the public houſes in the places 
mentioned in my letter of the 8th 
inſtant, are more than ſufficient to 
quarter the few troops that are to be 
ſent into them, the further proviſion 
required by the law, of fitting up 


out-houſes, barns, &c. in caſe there 


ſhould not be ſufficient room in the 
ſaid public houſes to quarter the 


troops, is out of the queſtion: I 


can't, therefore, ſee by what means 
the colony is to be involved in con- 
ſiderable expences, or that it is neceſ- 


ſary to raiſe a ſingle ſhilling on this 


account. The King's ſervice requires 
that I ſhould be at a certainty in this 
buſineſs, and I am once more obliged 
to trouble you on the ſubject of my 
| 8 2 fart 


tat. dts. So. Loo. 
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firſt letter, and to defire your anſwer, 
whether. you will give the proper di- 
rections to the inferior magiſtrates to 
obey the law, by billeting the ſoldiers 
in ſuch houſes as are particularly ſpe- 
ciſied in the act of parliament, made 
and provided in this reſpect. 

| I am, &c. TRO'. Ga. 


Copy of a Letter from Governor Pitkin, 
of the Colony of Connecticut, to Ge- 
neral Gage In Major Gen. Gage's 

Letter (No. IV.) of the 20th of 
| February, 1767. . 

Hartford, Jan. 20, 1767. 

SIR, | i 
I received yours of the Sth inſtant, 
by Captain Kemble, requeſting quar- 
ters for one hundred and thirty-four of 
his Majeſty's troops, in the towns of 

Stamford, Norwalk, and Fairfield, in 

this colony. It would have given me 

pleaſure to have returned an imme- 
diate anſwer, but as it was neceſſary 
for me to call the. Council of this 
colony to meet, and adviſe on the 
ſabject matter of your Excellency's 
jetter, I immediately gave them no- 
tice, but as they hve — in the 
various parts of the colony, and the 
ſeaſon being ſo extraordinary, ren- 
dered it impracticable to convene 
them *till this day, which I truſt will 
appear a ſufficient reaſon to your Ex- 
cellency for the delay I have been ob. 
liged to give Captain Kemble: I am 
ſorry it is not in my power, at this 
time, to give ſuch immediate and ſpe- 
cific orders as your Excellency ſeemed 
to expect. As the requiiition was un- 
expected, no barracks, or other pro- 
vifions, are made for quartering ſol- 
diers here A compliance therewith, 
would involve the colony in conſi- 
derable expence, which cannot be 
provided for, otherwiſe than by their 
repreſentatives in General Aſſembly, 
which makes it neceſſary to call the 
ſame on this occaſion. I have ac- 
cordingly ſent out orders for convening 
the Aſſembly on Thurſday the 2gth 
' inſtant, which is as ſoon as they poſ- 
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ſibly can meet. I ſhall then lay the 
matter before them, and doubt not 
bat they will give the utmoſt attention 
and difpatch the nature of the affair 
will admit. I ſhall not fail to give 
your Excellency the earlieſt notice of 
their concluſion thereon. I am, &c, 

(Signed) Wu. PiTx1n, 


Copy of a Letter from General Gage tg 
overnor Pitkin, of the Colony of 
Connecticur—In Major Gen. Gage . 
Letter (No, IV.) of the 20th of Fe. 
bruary, 127 ; : 
et-Vork, Jau. 8, 1767. 

SIR, HS bats 

I have the honour to acquaint you, 
that a veſſel is juſt arrived here, with 
one hundred and eighty-eight recraits 
from Germany, for his Majeſty's two 
battalions of the Royal American re- 
iment. As both theſe battalions are 
o fituated (the one being quartered 
at Quebec, the other garriſoning the 
forts in the Upper country) as to 
render it impracticable for theſe re- 
cruits to join them this. winter, and 
the quarters in the provinces of Penn- 
ſylvania, New Jerſeys, and New- 
Jork, being occupied by other corps, 
and two companies of the Royal re- 
giment of Artillery being quartered at 
Boſton, I have no choice left but the 
province of Connecticut], therefore, 
iend to you, by Captain Kemble, 
one of my aid de camps, to requeſt 
that you will be ſo good as to order 
quarters to be provided at Stamford, 
Norwalk, and Fafrfield, or which 
you ſhall judge beſt of thoſe towns, 
for two officers, and one hundred and 
thirty-four of his Majeſty's troops — 
the other fifty-four being deſtined to 
recruit the three companjes of the firſt 
battalion of the Royal American re- 
giment ftationed in South-Carolina, 
will be immediately ſent thither. I 
have no doubt but you will give ſuch 
immediate and ſpecifick orders upon 
this head, as that this detachment of 
his Majeſty's forces may be ſupplied 
| with 
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with quarters, &c. according to the 


att of parhament. 

"You will be ſo good to return me 
an anſwer to this requiſition, by Cap- 
tain Kemble, acquainting me of the 
number of men you think beſt to be 
ſeverally quartered in the towns be- 
fore-mentioned, I am, &c, 

If Tnouas GAGE. 


Extract of a Letter from Governor Ber- 
nard to the Earl of Shelburne. 
[Received March 28.) 

Boſton, 14th and ne of Feb. 1767. 

o. V. 

In my letter (No. II.) I informed 
your lordſhip, that the houſe had, at 
the end of laſt ſeſſion, taken umbrage 
at the Governor, with the advice of 

Council, having ordered proviſion tor 

two companies of artillery (which 

were drove in here), purſuant to act 

of parliament, and had appointed a 

committee thereupon—ſo that this 

ſubject was to be worked up as a 

cauſe of liberty. 'The third day of 

this ſeſſion, the houſe ſent'me a meſ- 
ſage, deſiring to Know, Whether 
any proviſion had been made at the 
expence of this government, for his 

Majeſty's troops lately arrived in this 

harbour, and by whom ?””* To this 

I returned an anſwer, incloſing a copy 

of the minutes of Council, by which 

ſach proviſion was made, in which it 
is ſaid to be in purſuance of the act of 
parliament. I alſo added an account 
of the expence, which in more than 
to months amounted to 60 ſterling. 
In reply to this, they ſent me a meſ- 
fage, wherein they ſay, that“ I and 
the Council, in making ſuch pro- 
viſion, ated unwarrantably and un- 
conſtitutionally, and it 1s the more 
grievous to them, for that it is men- 
tioned to be in purſuance of an act of 
parliament, which act appears to 
them as real a grievance as the ſtamp- 
at,” They alſo ſay, that my not” 
laying this matter before them for the 
whole of the laſt ſeflion, and part of 
this ſeſſion, until they ſent their meſ- 


13 
ſage, was in breach of their Ped 
ledge.” What they call the whole of 
the laſt ſeſſion, was only the fix laſt 
days, when they met, after an ad- 


journment, to paſs the Indemnifi- 


cation bill, and for no other purpoſe 
—after which, they deſired I would 
diſmiſs them, and I told them in ſo 
doing, that I had poſtponed all other 
buſineſs to the next ſeflion, on that 
account. The part of this ſeſſion was 
not forty-eight hours, in which I had 
given orders for making out an account 
of the expence, to be laid before them 
—when they hurried their meſſage ſo, 
that it came to me two hours before I 
received the account. I mention this 
only, to ſhew upon what trifling pre. 
tences, a Charge of a breach of this 
privilege is formed. 

In the buſineſs itſelf, the Governor 
and Council acted preciſely according 
to the conſtant uſage of this govern- 
ment, both in the manner of pro- 
viding and the things provided, and 
in regard to the latter, not quite con- 
formably to the act of parliament, for 
there was no beer, vinegar, &c. pro- 
vided, the officer not requiring them. 
The entry in the minute of the Coun- 
eil, “ in purſuance of the act of par- 
liament'' was made at the defire of 
ſome of the Council, thinking, I ſup- 
poſe, that it would protect them from 
being called to an account for doing, 
what, in other times, would have 
paſſed as a common act of govern- 
ment, and even theſe words are more 
properly applicable to the requeſt of 
the officer, than the order —- But the 
reverſe has happened. The act of 
parliament, inſtead of protecting them, 
has been the cauſe of their being ar- 
raigned. Political meaſures are very 
catching in this country. When the 
matter was firſt agitated, advice had 
been received of 8 Aſſembly of 
New-York having refuſed to comply 
ſpecifically with the act of parliament ; 
and it was mentioned in the houſe, 
and then (laſt ſeſlion) it was ſaid that 
this act was worſe than the ſtamp- act. 


And 
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And when it was revived in the hoaſe 
this ſeſſion, a member oppoſite to go- 
vernment, ſaid that the Governor 
and Councib were not to blame, the 
act under which they had acted was 
what was to be condemned. And 
indeed this trifling buſineſs, which in 
the whole expence won't coft above 
L-150 ſterling, ſeems to be laid hold 
of, only to make a public declaration 
againſt the act of parliament—All 
papers of this kind, which uſed for- 
merly to be ſeen no where but in the 
votes, being now printed in all the 
news- papers; and, from ſome parti- 
cular expreſſions, it has the air of a 
manifeſto much more than of a meſ- 
ſage to a Governor, who 15 the laſt 
perſon to whom a claim to an ex- 
emption from acts of parliament ſhould 
be made, as it is impoſſible for him 
to concede to it. 

I his letter ſtill remaining with me, 
I have an opportunity to add, that 
for above a week paſt, I had endea- 


voured to prevail with the Council, to 


join with me in a juſtification of our 
proceedings, in making proviſion for 
the King's troops, but at the ſame 
time proteſted againſt their anſwering 
without me, as it was a buſineſs of 
Privy Council, in which they could 
not act ſeparately from me. This 
diſtinction was made uſe of to in- 
troduce a ſquabble about privileges, 
which prevented any reſolution being 
taken. To put an end to this, 
yeſterday I introduced the inc'oſed 
antwer-in my own name only, which 
I told them I would ſend if they would 
adviſe to it, which, after ſome debate, 
they did x and I ſent it to the houſe. 
Your Lordſhip will obſerve, that in 


this anſwer there is a careful avoid- 


ance, though no denial of this pro- 


viſion being made, in purſuance of 


the act of ꝓar iament: I was obliged 
to frame it thus to obtain the Coun- 
cis concurrence. For, though the 
greater part of them have, I believe, 
a duc rciyett fer an act of parliament, 
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not one of them would dare to avow 
it in this inſtance, and at this time, 


Copy of an A for granting Con- 
penſation to the Sufferers, and of free 
and general Pardon, Indemnity and 
Oblivion to the Offenders in the late 
Timbs, paſſed in the Province of the 
Maſfachuſett's Bay, Dec. 6, 1766, 

(No. I. 

An Act for granting Compenſation 
to the Sufferers, and of free and 
ag ee Indemnity and Ob- 

livion, to the Offenders in the late 
Times,” 
Whereas the King's moſt Excellent 

Majeſty, taking into his gracious and 

moſt ſerious conſideration, the trou- 

bles, diſcords, tumults and riots which 
have lately happened in America, and 
that divers of his ſubjeQs have thereby 
greatly ſuffered in their property, and 
others have fallen into, and are ob- 
noxious to great pàins and penalties, 
out of a hearty and pious deſire that 
ſuch ſufferers be compenſated, and to 
put an end to all ſuits and contro- 
verſies, and proſecutions, that by oc- 
caſion of the late diſtractions have 
ariſen, or may ariſe between any of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, and to the in- 
tent that a veil be drawn over the late 
unhappy exceſſes, has been graciouſly 

leaſed to ſignify his defire to forgive 
and forget them, at the ſame time, of 
his abundant cle mency, recommend- 
ing a compenſztion to the ſufferers 
in their property, with ſuch a conduct 
in general, as ſhall be, at this great 
crifts, the beſt means of fixing the 
mutual intereſt and inclination of 

Great Britain and her colonies, on 

the moſt firm and ſolid foundation. 
From a grateful ſenſe of his Ma- 

jeſty's grace and clemency, in order 
to promote internal peace aud ſafety, 
to make compenſation to ſaid ſufferers, 
and as a means, fo far as it is in our 
power, of demonttrating to all the 
world, our ſenſe of the happineſs we 
enjoy, in being a part of the Britiſh 

empire, 
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empire, and being intitled to the 
rights, liberties, and privileges of 
Britiſh, ſubjects, We, his Majeſty's 
moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Repreſentatives of the Commons of 
this province, in the Great and Ge- 
neral Court, aſſembled of our free and 

ood will, have reſolved to 'give and 
grant, and pray that it may be 
enacted. _ 

And be it accordingly enacted, by 
the Governor, Council, and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, that there be grant- 
ed and paid out of the public treaſury 
of this province, to the Hon, 'Thomas 
Hutchinſon, Eſq; the ſum of £.3194 
175. 6d. in full compenſation tor the 
loſſes and ſufferings that he, and the 
ſeveral perſons in his family, ſuſtain- 
ed in the late times of confuſion. 

To the Hon. Andrew Oliver, Eſq; 
the ſum of C. 172 4s. 

To Benjamin Hallowell, jun. Eſq; 
the ſum of £.385 bs. 10d. 

To William Story, Eſq; the ſum 
of C. 67 85. 104. in full compenſation 
for their loſſes and ſufferings, in the 
late times of confuſion. 

And be it further enacted, that all 
riots, routs, and unlawful aſſemblies, 
councelled, commanded, acted, done, 
or made within this province, between 
the 1 day of September, 1765, and 
the 1ſt day of May, 1766, and 
all burglaries, felonies, reſcues, and 
breaches of the peace whatſoever, 
committed in, by, or during ſuch 
riots, routs, or unlawful aſſemblies, 
be, and hereby are pardoned, re- 
leaſed, indemnified, diſcharged, and 
put in utter oblivion, and that all and 
every the perſon or perſons, acting, 
adviſing, aſſiſting, abetting, and coun- 
ſelling the ſame, be, and are hereby 
pardoned, releaſed, acquitted, indem- 
nified and diſcharged from the ſame, 
and of, and from all pains of death, 
and other pains, judgments, indick- 
ments, convictions, penalties, and 
forfeitures, are hereby declared null 
and void. | | 

And be it further enacted, that any 


on "Tueſday, March 10, 
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perſon indifted or preſented, or in any 
manner 2 „or that ſhall, or 
may be hereafter indicted, preſented, 
or in any manner proſecuted, or that 


hall, or may be hereafter indicted, 


preſented, or in any manner proſe- 
cuted for any of the offences by this 
act pardoned, may plead the general 
iſſue, and give this act in evidence, 
which ſhall be ſufficient to acquit 
him. | . 

Provided, that nothing in this act 
contained, ſhall extend to the par- 
doning, or give any benefit whatever 
to any perſon who is, or may be un- 
lawfully poſſeſſed of any goods or 
chattels, taken or ſtolen from any 
perſon, unleſs the poſſeſſor ſhall, with- 
in thirty days after the publication of 
this act, have ſurrendered and deliver- 
ed them up to the province treaſurer, 
for the uſe of the province. 

Provided alſo, that nothing in this 
act ſhall extend to the carrying any 
civil action of treſpaſs for damages 
ſuſtained by any perſon, not by this 
act compenſated, nor to the pardon- 
ing any of the crimes or offences 
above-named, wherein any burglaries, 
arſons, or thefts were committed 
againſt the properties of any perſons, 
not compenſated by this act. 


Exſ rad of the Minutes of the Proceedings 
of the Commiſſioners for Trade ana 
Plantations, ſo far as relates to the 
At paſſed in the Province of the 
Maffachuſett's Bay, in. December, 
1766, intituled, 

An Act for granting Compenſation 
to the Sufferers, and of free and 
general Pardon, Indemnity, and 

blivion, to the Offenders in the 
late Times.” From the Time of 
the Receipt of the ſaid Act. 
(No. II.) 
At a meeting of his Majeſty's Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, 


. 
Preſent Lord Clare, Me. Jenyns, 


Mr. Roberts, Mr. Fitzherberc, Mr. 
Rice, Mr. Dyſon, Mr. Robinſon. _ 
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Diſturbances at Boſton in 1765, and 


The Secretary laid before the Board 
the following papers, which were this 
day — trom the Secretary of 
the Province of Maſſachuſett's Bay; 
viz. Two Acts paſſed in 1766. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do 
forthwith communicate to the Secre- 
tary to the Earl of Shelburne, for his 
Lordſhip's information, the act of 
compenſation to the ſufferers by the 
diſturbances at Boſton, in * 
1765, and for indemnity to thoſe 
concerned in the ſaid diſturbances. 

CLARE. 

At a meeting of his Majeſty's Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, 
on Tueſday, March 12, 1767. 

Preſent Lord Clare, Mr. jenyns, 
Mr. Dyſon, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Fitz- 
herbert. 

The Secretary acquainted the Board 
that he had, purſuant to their order, 
communicated to the Earl of Shel- 
burne's Secretary, the Act paſſed in 
Maſſachuſett's Bay, in December, 
1766, for Compenſation and In- 
demnity. ; 

Their Lordſhips took into conſi- 
deration the law paſſed in the province 
of Maſſachuſett's Bay, in December, 
1766, for Compenſation to the Suf- 
ferers by the Diſturbances at Boſton 
in 1765, and for Indemnity, &c. and 
the {aid law appearing to be of a new 
and extraordinary nature and im- 
portance, it was ordered that it ſhould 
be referred to his Majeſty's Attorney 
and Solicitor-General, for their opi- 
nion upon it. CLARE, 


At a meeting af his Majeſty's Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, 
on Monday, April 13, 1767. 

Preſent —Lord Clare, Mr. Jenyns, 
Mr. Dyſon, Mr. Rice, Mr. Fitz- 
herbert, Mr. Robinſon. 

The Secretary laid before the Board 
a report of his Majeſty's Attorney and 
Solicitor-General, dated the 10th in- 
| ant, upon the act paſſed in the pro- 
vince of the Maſſachuſett's Bay in 
December laſt, intituled, An Act for 
Compehſation to the Sufferers by the 


— 


for Indemnity, &c. Their Lordſkips 


took the ſaid act and report into con. 


ſideration, and having agreed upon a 
repreſentation to his Majeſty there. 
upon, a draught of ſuch repreſentation 
was prepared, approved, tranſcribed, 
and ſigned. CLars, 


Copy of a Letter from John Pownall, 
Ey; to his Majeſty's Attorney and 
Sollicitor-General, dated W, Biteball, 
March 13, 1767, defiring their Opi. 
nion upon an A paſſed in the Maſ. 
ſachuſett ¶ Bay, in December, 1766, 
intitultd, 

An Act for granting Compenſation 
to the Sufferers, and of free and 
general Pardon, Indemnity, and 
Oblivion, to the Offenders in the 
late Times.“ 

(No. III.) 
Whitehall, March 13, 1767, 
Gentlemen, 

As the law herewith incloſed, 
paſled in the province of the Maſſa 
chuſett's Bay, in December, 1766, 
appears to the Lords Commiſſioners 
for 'Trade and Plantations, to be of a 
new and extraordinary nature and im- 
portance, I am directed by their lord- 
ſhips to deſire you will be pleaſed to 
take it into conſideration, and to fa- 
vour them with your opinion, whether 
the legiſlature of that province have, 
by their conſtitution, a power to enact 
a law of general pardon, indemnity, 
and oblivion, in the caſe to which it 
refers, without the previous conſent 
of the crown. I am, with great 
reſpect, Gentlemen, your moſt obe- 
dient, humble ſervant, J. PownaLL. 
To William de Grey and Edward 

Wills, Efqrs. his Majeſty's At- 

torney and Sollicitor Generals. 


Copy of a Report of his Majeſty's At- 
torney and Soellicitor-General, dated 
April 10, 1767, on an Ad paſſed ir 
the Province of the Muſſachuſett's 
Bay, on the 6th of December, 766, 
intituled, ** An Act for granting 

| Compenſation 
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to the Offenders 


Compenſation to the Sufferers, and 

of free and general Pardon, In- 
demnity, and Oblivion, to the Of. 

fenders in the late Limes.“ 

| (No. IV.) 3 

To the Right Hou. the Lords C ommiſ- 

fronert for Trade and Planta ions. 

May it pleaſe your Lordfhips, 

In obedience to your lordſhips com- 
mands ſignified to us by Mr. Pownal's 
letter of the 1gth of March laſt, in- 
cloſing to us a law paſſed in the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſett's Bay, in De- 
eember, 1766, appearing to your 
lordſhips to be of a new and extraor- 
dinary nature and importance, and 
deſiring us to take 1t into our con- 
ſideration, and report our opinion, 
whether the legiſlature of that pro- 
vince have, by their conſtitution, a 
power to enact a law of general 
pardon, indemnity and oblivion, in 
the caſe to which it refers, without 
the previous conſent of the crown. 
We have taken the ſame into our 
conſideration, and are of opinion, 
that the Governor, Council, and Aſ- 
ſembly of the Maſſachuſett's Bay, 
have not, by the conſtitution of that 
province, any original power to enact 
1 law of general pardon, indemnity, 
and oblivion in the caſe referred to, 
without the previous communication 
of the grace and pleaſure of the 
crown, 2 

All which is humbly ſubmitted to 
our Lordſhips? conſideration. 

W. ve Grey, 
ME E. W1LLES. 
Whitehall, April 13, 1767. 


Copy of a Repreſentation of the Com- 


miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, 
to his Majeſty, dated Whitehall, 
April 13, 1767, on an Ad paſſed in 


the Maſſachuſett's Bay, in Decem- 


ber, 1766, intitled, ** An Act for 
granting Compenſation to the Suf- 


| ferers, and of free and general 


Pardon, Indemnity, and Oblivion, 
in the late 

Times,” : 

(No. V.) 


PRIOR -DOCUMEN TS. 


To the King's Me Excellent Majeſty." 
May it plea A1 Majegy, kd 
We have had under our \conſi- 
deration an act paſſed in your Majeſty's 
rovince of Maſſachuſett's Bay, in 
ew-England, on the 6th of De- 


cember, 1766, intituled, “ An Act 


for granting Compenſation to the 
Sufferets, and of free and general 
Pardon, Indemnity, and Oblivion, to 
the Offenders in the late Times.” 

As this act appeared to us to be of 
an extraordinary nature and impor- 
tance, we thought 1t our duty imme- 
diately, to refer it to the conſideration 
of your Majeſty's Attorney and Sol- 
licitor General, defiring their opi- 
nion, whether the legiſlature of that 
province have, by their conſtitution, 
a power to enact a law of general 
pardon, indemnity, and oblivion, in 
the caſe to which this act refers, 
without the previous conſent of the 
crown ; and your Majeſty's Attorney 
and Sollicitor General, having, on 
the 10th inſtant, reported to us their 
opinion, That the Governor, Coun- 
ci], and Aſſembly of the Maſſachuſett's 
Bay, have not, by the conſtitution of 
that province, any original power to 
enact a law of general Pardon, In- 
demnity, and Oblivion, in the caſe 


refered to, without the previous com- 


munication of the grace and pleaſure 
of the crown.” We do, upon a con- 
ſideration of this report, agree in 
opinion with them, and humbly beg 
leave to lay the ſaid act before your 
Majeſty, ſubmitting it to your Ma- 


jeſty to take ſuch meaſures A. | 


as your Majeſty, in your great wiſdom, 
and with the advice of your Council, 
ſhall think moſt proper. 

Which 1s moſt humbly ſubmitted. 


Clare Wm. Fitzherbert 
Soame Jenyns Tho. Robinſon, 
George Rice | 


Copy of a Repreſentation of the Lords 
1 Fe 7. wy and Plan- 
tations, dated the 13th of April, 
1767, upon the Maachuſett's Aa, 
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for granting Compenſation to the * 


; ferers, Oc. 


8 (No. I.) «bo 
To the King's Moft Excellent Majeſty. 
May it Pleaſe your Majeſty, 

We have had under our conſi- 

deration an act 1 220 . 

jeſty's province of the achuſett's 

Yay, in New England, on the 6th of 

ecember, 1766, intituled, 

% An AQ for granting Compen- 
ſation to the Sufferers, and of 
free and general Pardon, In- 
demnity, and Oblivion, to the 

- Offenders in the late Times.“ 
As this act appeared to us to be 

of an extraordinary nature and im- 

portance, we thought it our duty im- 

mediately to refer it to the conſi- 

deration of your Majeſty's Attorney 
and Sollicitor General, deſiring their 
opinion, whether the legiſlature of 
that province, have, by their con- 
ſtitution, a power to enact a law of 
general Pardon, Indemnity, and Ob- 


Lvion, in the caſe to which this act 


refers, without the previous conſent 
of the crown? And your Majeſty's 
Attorney and Sollicitor-General, ha- 
ving, on the 1oth inſtant, reported 
to us their opinion, That the Go- 
vernor, Council, and Aſſembly of the 
Maſſachuſett's Bay, have not, by the 


conſtitution of that province, any 


original power to enact a law of ge- 
neral Pardon, Indemnity, and Ob- 
ivion, in the caſe referred to, without 
the previous communication of the 
pu and pleaſure of the crown.” 
'e do, upon a conſideration of this 
report, agree in opinion with them, 
and humbly beg leave to lay the ſaid 
act before your Majeſty, ſubmitting 
it to your Majeſty, to take ſuch mea- 
ſures thereupon, as your Majeſty, in 
your great wiſdom, and with the 
advice of your Council, ſhall think 
moſt proper. | : 
Which is moſt humbly ſubmitted. 


Clare Wm. Fitzherbert 
Soame Jenyns Thos. Robinſon. 
George Rice | 


. Whitehall, April 13, 1767. 


L. 8. _ By his Excellency Fran; 
Bernard, E Cap. 

tain General and Go. 
vernor in Chief, in, 

and over his Majeſty': 

Province of the Maſ. 

Jachuſett's Bay, . 
* New - England, and 
Vice- Admiral of thy 


1 ame. 
I do hereby certify, that the Great 
and General Court, or Aſſembly of 
his Majeſty's province of the Maſſa. 
chuſett's Bay, aboveſaid, did at their 
ſeſſion begun and held at Boſton, 
upon Wedneſday the 28th day of 
May, 1766, and continued by ſundry 
prorogations to Wedneſday the 29th 
day of October following, and then 
met, make, and paſs an act, intituled, 
An AQ for granting Compenſation 
to the Sufferers, and of free and ge- 
neral Pardon, Indemnity, and Oblyi- 
on, tothe Offenders in the late Times. 
Paſſed by the Repreſentatives, De- 
cember 6, 1766. 
Paſſed by the Council, ditto. 
Signed by the Governor, ditto. 
And I do further certify, that the 
paper annexed is a true and authentic 
copy of the act, or law aforementioned, 
In teſtimony whereof, I have cauſed 
the public ſeal of the province of Maſ. 
ſachuſett's Bay aforeſaid, to be here- 
unto afixed, dated at Boſton the 27th 
day of December, 1766, in the 7th 
year of his Majeſty's reign, By his 
Excellency's command, 
A. OLi1ve, Secretary. 
Copy of the Att mentioned in the afort- 
going Repreſentation (No. I.) paſſed 
in Maſſachuſett's Bay, Dec. 6, 1766. 
(No. II.) 
An 44 paſſed by the Great and General 


Fr, Bernard. 


Court, or Aſſembly, of his Majeſty's. 


Province of the Maſſachuſett's Bay, 
in New-England, begun and held at 
Beſton, upon Wedneſday the 28th Day 
of May, 1766, and from thence con- 
tinued by ſeveral Prorogations, t0 


Wedneſday the 29th Day of October 
«c An 


following, and then met. 
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An AQ for ting Compenſation 
- the —_ and of _ and 
eral Pardon, Indemnity, and 
blivion, to the Offenders in the 
late Times.” 1 
Whereas the King's moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, taking into his gracious and 
ſerious conſideration, the troubles, 
diſcords, tumults, and riots that have 
Jately happened in America, and that 
divers of his ſubjects have thereby 
greatly ſuffered in their property, and 
others have fallen into, and are ob- 
noxious to great pains and penalties, 
out of a hearty and pious defire that 
ſuch ſufferers be compenſated, and to 
put an end to all ſuits, controverſies, 
and proſecutions, that by occaſion of 
the late diſtractions have ariſen, or 
may ariſe between any of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, and to the intent that 
a veil may be drawn over the late un- 
happy exceſſes, has been graciouſly 
pleaſed to ſignify his deſire to forgive 
and forget hem, at the ſame time, of 
his abundant clemency, recommend- 
ing a compenſation to the ſufferers in 
their property, with ſuch a conduct 
in general, as ſhall be at this general 
criſis, the beſt means of fixing the 
mutual - intereſt and inclination of 
Great Britain and her Colonies, on 
the moſt firm and ſolid foundations. 
From a grateful ſenſe of his Ma- 
jeſty's grace and clemency, in order 
to promote internal peace and ſafety, 
to make compenſation to faid ſuf- 
ferers, and as a means, fo far as it is 
in our power, of demonſtrating to all 
the world our ſenſe of the happineſs 
we enjoy, in being a part of the 
Britiſh empire, and being intitled to 
the rights, liberties, and privileges of 
Britiſh ſubjects. We his Majeſty's 
moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Repreſentatives of the Commons of 
this Province, in the Great and Ge- 
neral Court aſſembled, of our free and 
good will, have reſolved to give and 
grant, and pray that it be enacted, 
And be it accordingly enacted, by 
the Governor, Council, and Houſe of 


Repreſentatives, that there be granted 
and paid out of the public treaſury of 
this Province, to the Hon. 'Thomas 
Hutchinſon, Eſq; the ſum of £.3194 
17s. 64. in full compenſation for the 
loſſes and ſufferings that he, and the 
ſeveral perſons in his family ſuſtained, 
in the late times of confuſion. . 

To the Hon. Andrew Oliver, Eſq; 
re, 

To Benjamin Hallowell, jun. the 
ſum of C. 385 6s. 10d. _ 

To William Story, Eſq; the ſum 
of C. 67 85. 10d. in full compenſation 
for their loſſes and ſufferings, in the 
late times of confuſion. 

And be it further enacted, that all 
riots, routs, and unlawful aſſemblies, 
councelled, commanded, acted, done, 
or made within this province, between 
the 1 day of Auguſt, 1765, and the 
1ſt day of May, 1766, and all bur- 
glaries, felonies, reſcues, and breaches 
of the peace whatſoever, commit: ed 
in, by, or during ſuch riots, routs, 
and unlawful aſſemblies, be, and are 
hereby pardoned, releaſed, indemni- 
fied, diſcharged, and put in utter ob- 
livion, and that all and every the 
perſon or perſons, acting, adviſing, 
aſſiſting, abetting, and councelling 
the ſame, be, and are hereby- par- 
doned, releaſed, acquitted, indem- 
nified, and diſcharged from the ſame, 
and of, and from all pains of death, 
and other pains, judgments, indict- 
ments, convictions, penalties, and 
forfeitures, therefore had or given, or 
that might accrue for the ſame, and 
that ſuch indictments, convictions, 
and forfeitures, are hereby declared 
null and void. 55 

And be it further enacted, that any 
perſon indicted or preſented, or in 
any manner proſecuted, or that ſhall, 


or may be hereafter indicted, pre- 


ſented, or in any manner proſecuted 
for any of the offences by this act par- 
doned, may plead the general iſſue, 
and give this act in — which 
ſhall be ſufficient to acquit him. 

T 2 Provided, 


139 
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Provided, that nothing in this act 
contained, ſhall extend to the par- 
doning, or give any benefit whatever 


to any perſon who is, or may be un- 
lawfully poſſeſſed of any or 
chattels, taken or ſtolen from any 


perſon, unleſs the poſſeſſor ſhall, 
within thirty days after the pub- 


| lication of this act, have ſurrendered 


and delivered them up to the Province 
treafurer, for the uſe of the province. 

Provided alſo, that nothing in this 
act contained, mall extend to the 
barring any civil action of treſpaſs for 
damages ſuſtained by any perſon not 
by this act compenſated, nor to the 
pardoning any of the crimes or of- 

ces above- named, wherein any bur- 


9 glaries, arſons, or thefts were com- 


mitted againſt the ro rties of any 
perſons not compenſated by this act. 


Copy of his Majefty's Order in Council, 
dated April 13, 1767, referring 10 
the Lords of the Committee of Council, 
the aforegoing Repreſentation and Act. 

No. III.) "IK 

At the Coe at S. James, 
Ari 13, 1767. 

PRESENT 


? 


The King's Moſt Excellent Majefly in b 
$ . 3 


ouncil. | 
Upon reading at the Board, a re- 
preſentation from the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners for Trade and Plantations, 


dated this day, upon an act paſſed in 


his Majeſty's Province of the Maſſa- 
chuſett's Bay, in New-England, on 
the 6th of December, 1766, intitled, 
% An Act for granting Compen- 

ſation to the Sufferers, and of 


free and general -Pardon, In- 


demnity, and Oblivion, to the 
Offenders in the late Times.“ 


Which act had not, till this day, 


been laid before the Council Board 


It is ordered by his Majeſty in Coun- 


cil, that the ſaid repreſentation and 
act be, and they are hereby referred 
to the Right Hon. the Lords of the 
Committee of Council for Plantation 
Affairs, to conſider the ſame, and 


2 their opinion thereupon to hiy 
a «11 4 


jeſty at this Board. | 


Copy of the Report of the Lords of the 
Committee of Council, dated May q, 
1767, upon tonſidering the aforegoing 
Repreſentation and AF. | 
RITA (No. IV.) 4004 
At the Council-Chamber, White. 
halt, May 9, 1767. 


By the Right Hon, the Lords of the 


Committee of Council for Plantation 
air,. 96.9 
PR E S E N T., 

Lord Chancellor Viſc. Barrington 
Lord Prefident © Viſcount Clare 
Duke of Grafton Lord North - 
Duke of Bolton Lord Sandys 
Duke of Ancaſter Mr. Speaker 
Lord Steward ]. Stuart Macken- 
Earl of Denbigh zie, Eſq; | 
Earl of Cholmon- Mr. Sec. Conway 


deley Mr. Chancellor of 
E. of Marchmont the Exchequer 
Earl of Briſtol Welb. Ellis, Eſq; 


Earl of Harcourt Hans Stanley, Eſq; 
E. of Hillſborough L. C. J. Wilmot 
Earl of Shelburne Iſaac Barrẽ, Eſq; 
Viſcount Howe | 
_ Your Majeſty having been pleaſed 
y your order in Council, of the 13th 
of laſt month, to refer unto this 
committee à repreſentation of the 
Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and 
Plantations, touching and concerning 
an act paſſed by the Great and Ge- 
neral Court, or Aſſembly of your 
Majeſty's Province of the Maffa- 
chuſett's Bay, in New-Fngland, on 
the 6th day of December, 1766, in- 
tituled, , N 4 
* An Act for granting Compen- 
ſation to the Sufferers, and of 
free. and general Pardon, In- 
demnity, and Oblivion, to the 
Offenders in the late Times.“ 
The Lords of the Committee, in 
obedience to your Majeſty's ſaid order 


of reference, did on the iſt and 4th 


of this inſtant, and again upon this 
day, meet, and take the ſaid repre- 
ſentation and act into their con- 

| 5 ſideration, 


gderation, together with the charter 
granted to the ſaid Province, by your 
Majeſty's royal predeceſſors, Kin 

William and Queen Mary, and al 

your Majeſty's commiſſion and in- 
ſtruction to the preſent Governor of 
that Province, and upon a due deli- 
beration had thereupon, and after a 
diligent enquiry into the precedents of 
the conduct of the Council Board, in 
ſimilar caſes, their Lordſhips are 
humbly of opinion, that 1t may be 
adviſeable for your Majeſty (if in 
your royal wiſdom you ſhall think fit) 
to diſallow and reje& the ſaid act, the 
ſaid Aſſembly having therein unwar- 
rantably ircorporated an act of Pardon 
with an act of Compenſation, without 
having obtained your Majelty's pre- 
vious Conſent to ſuch act of Pardon— 
And that it may likewiſe be adviſeable 
ſor your Majeſty to direct your Go- 
yernox of the Maſſachufett's Bay, forth- 
with to require the ſaid act of Aſ- 
ſembly to paſs a particular and ef- 
fectual act for compenſating all or 
any of the ſufferers, unmixgd with 
any other matter whatſoever, in caſe 
ſuch compenſation ſhall pot have been 
z I arcady made—And the Committee 
) I ſubmit this opinion to your Majeſty, 
without prejudice to the conſideration 
of any queſtion touching the nullity 
4 Jof the act now under conſideration, 
| ab initio, whenever the ſame may ju- 


4 dicially come into queſtion. 

5. Copy of his Majeſty's Order in Council, 
on 4d May 13, 1767, approving of 
ny the aforegoing Report of the Lords of b 
105 the Committee of Council. 

RY (No. V.) 

'of At the Court at St. Fames's, the 13th 
IE of May, 17067. 

. NN. T. 
mw The, King's Moft Excellent Majeſty. 
„ His R. H. the D, E. of Hillſborough 
"| of York Earl of Shctburne 
17 A. of Canterbury Viſc. Falmouth 
1 Lord Preſident Viſc, Barrington 
re, Dake of Bolton Viſc. Clare 
24 D. of Queenſbury Biſhop of London 
'on, 
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Duke of Argyle L. Berkley of Strat- 
Marq. of Granby ton | 
Lord Steward Lord Bathurſt ' 
L. Chamberlain Lord Sandys 
Earl of Denbigh Mr. Treaſurer of 
E. of Shafteſbury the Houſehold 
Earl of Litchfield J. Stewart Mack. 
E, of Marchmont enzie, Eſq. 
Earl of Briſtol Wellb. Ellis, Eſq. 
Earl of Harcourt Sir Gilbert Elliot 
Earl of Ilcheſter Maſter of the Rolls. 
Earl of Beſborough | 

Upon reading at the Board a 
of the Right Hon. the Lords of the 
Committee of Council for Plantation 
Affairs, dated the gth of this inſtant, 
in the words following, viz, 
At the Council-Chamber, Whitehall, 
| May 9, 1767. 


Ry the Right Honourable the Lords of 


the Committee of Council for Plantation 

Aar. ; 
7-8-8. NT; 

Lord Chancellor Viſc. Barrington 
Lord Prefident Viſcount Clare 
D. of Grafton Lord North 
Duke of Bolton Lord Sandys 
Duke of Ancaſter Mr. Speaker | 
Lord Steward ]. Stuart Macken- 
Earl of Denbigh zie, Eſq; 


E of Cholmon- Mr. Secr. Conway 


deley 
E. of Marchmont 
E. of Briſtol 


Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer 
Wellb. Ellis, Eſq; 
Earl of Harcourt Hans Stanley, Eſq; 
E.of Hilliborough L. C. J. Wilmot 
E. of Shelburne Iſaac Barre, 
Viſc. Howe 
Your Majeſty having been pleaſed, 
y your order in Council of the 13th of 
laſt month, to refer unto this Committee 
a repreſentation of the Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, 
touching, and concerning an act 
paſſed by the Great and General 
Court, or Aſſembly of your Majeſty's 
Province of the Maſſachuſett's Bay, 


in New-England, on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1766, mtituled, 


An Act for granting Compen- 
ſation to the Sukerers, and of 


free and general Pardon, In- 


demnity, 
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Offenders in the late Times.“ 
The Lords of the Committee, in 
obedience to your Majeſty's ſaĩd order 
of reference, did on the iſt and 4th 
of this inſtant, and again, upon this 
day meet and take the ſaid repre- 
fentation and act into their confide- 
ration, together with the charter 
granted to the ſaid Province, by 
your Majeſty's royal predeceſſors, Kin 
William and Queen Mary, and alſo 
your Majeſty's commiſſion and inſtruc. 
tions to the preſent Governor of that 
Province, and upon due deliberation 
had thereupon, and after a diligent 
enquiry into the precedents of the 
conduct of the Council Board, in 
fimilar caſes, their Lordſhips are 
humbly of opinion, that it may be 
adviſeable for your Majeſty (if in your 
royal wiſdom you ſhall think fit) to 
difallow and reject the ſaid act, the 
faid Aſſembly having therein unwar- 
rantably incorporated an act of Par- 
don with ar act of Compenſation, 
without having obtained your Ma- 
5555 previous conſent to ſuch act of 

ardon:— And that it may likewiſe be 
adviſeable for your Majeſty to direct 
Governor of the Maſſachuſett's 


Aſſembly to paſs a particular and ef- 
fectnal act for compenſating all, or 
any of the Sufferers, unmixed with 
any other matter whatſoever, in caſe 


ſuch compenſation ſhall not have been 


already made—And the Committee 
fubrait this opinion to your Majeſty, 
without any prejudice to the conſi- 
deration of any queſtion touching the 
nullity of the act now under conſi- 
deration, ab initio, whenever the ſame 
may judicially come into queſtion. 
His Majeſty this day took the ſaid 
Into conſideration, and was 
pleaſed, with the advice of his Privy 
Council, to approve thereof, and ac- 


cordingly to order that the ſaid act be, 


and it is hereby diſallowed and re- 
jetted, and his Majeſty doth hereby 
further order, that the Governor, 
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demnity, and Oblivion to the Lieutenant-Governor, or Commandos 
in Chief of the Province of the Mac, 


y forthwith, to require the ſaid 


pre Bay, do forthwith 
id Aﬀembly to paſs a particular 
and effectual act for — all 
or any of the ſufferers, unmixed with 
any other matter whatſoever, in caſe 


ſuch compenſation ſhall have bees 


already made, 


Copy of Major General Gage s Letter ts 
| the Secretary at War. 
New-York, Oct. 11, 1766. 


: (No. Vie , 
My Lord, 

I have uſed all endeavours to tranſ. 
mit to you the eſtimates of North. 
America by the preſent opportunity, 
and have the honor to ſend herewith 
ſixteen different eſtimates of the or. 
dinary contingent military expences, 
and three of extraordinary contingent 
expences, with an abſtract of the 
whole. There yet remains to he ſent 
the eſtimates of Weſt-Florida, and 
that of the Quarter-maſter's depart- 
ment in the diſtri of Albany—both 
have been wrote for frequently, and 
will be forwarded to your Lordſhip as 
ſoon as they can be obtained. The 
engineers are not yet come in from 
the out-poſts, nor the naval people 
from the Lakes; if any thing ſhall 
appear farther neceſſary to he done in 
repairs, or to ſtrengthen ourſelves in 
thoſe parts, particular eſtimates there- 
of will be tranſmitted hereafter. 

For a long time 
examining and curtailing expences as 
much as could be, in every part under 


my command, and the eſtimates now 


tranſmitted, I believe to be as exad 
as they can be made at an average, 
to aſcertain the annual contingent 
military expences of North America, 
wanting only to complete the whole 
of the eſtimates already mentioned, 

from Weſt-Florida and Albany. 
There appears in the eſtimate from 
Hallifax, a great number of ſtore- 
houſes to be repaired ; I have wrote 
to the officer commanding, to diſpoſe 
Q 


paſt I have been 
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of any that ſhall not be abſolutely 
wanted for the ſervice, 
In the Quarter-Maſter General's 
department, the article of building 
boats at Fort Pitt is heavy, but that 
hafineſs was examined and enquired 
into before it was undertaken, and 
the crown pays the ſame prices as 
every trader upon the Ohio ; but the 
moſt weighty article, is the tranſ- 
tation of proviſions and ſores from 
Fort Pitt to Fort Chartres. This is 
t down to ſhew the expence that 
will be incurred, if the neceſſity of 
the ſervice ſhall oblige me to forward 
proviſions, ſufficient for the feeding 
of a regiment for twelve months, with 
their cloathing, &c. and that no aſ- 
fiſtance can be got from the country 
in the article of proviſion. This year 
a large quantity of proviſions has been 
rocured there ; it wo 8 
n , a further ſupply wi 
got 8 by which conſiderable 
van ſportations will be ſaved; and 
opportunities have offered this year, 
which has enabled me to make further 
ſavings. The recruits which arrived 
for the 34th regiment have been em- 
ployed in the tranſportation, in lieu 
of batteau men, and though to be 
allowed ſome gratuity for the wear of 
their neceſſaries, it will be far ſhort 
of the wages of the others. Upon 
the whole, this article muſt be un- 
certain, but the ſupplying a regiment 
at the Ilinois is ſo very expenſive, 


| that I muſt uſe every means in my 


power that can reduce it. 

The payment of the two troops of 
Rangers in Georgia, is included in 
the contingent expences, as I don't 
know whether proviſion is made for 
them with the reſt of the army, or 
not. They are not paid out of the 
contingencies, but by warrants on the 
Deputy Pay-maſter General, as the 
other troops are paid. 5 

It was remarked with the eſtimates 
ſent laſt year, that the Superinten- 
dants of the Northern and Southern 


Indians, drew upon the Commander 
in Chief for their ſalaries, as well as 
for the ſalaries of all the officers in 
their reſpective departments, and their 
other contingent expences; but that 
J could not ſend their eſtimates, as 
they were tranſmitted to the Board of 
Trade. 1 have, however, deſired Sir 
William Johnſon and Mr. Steuart, to 
ſend me a liſt of all their deputies, 
oommiſſaries, interpreters, ſmiths, &c. 
with their annual pay. - As ſoon as I 
ſhall be able to procure theſe lifts, 
oy will be forwarded to your Lord- 
"tr 
Your Lordſhip will pardon 

errors from the . Bi. I Lars 8 
be in time for the mail; which being 
very near cloſing, will not permit me 
to make further obſervations at pre- 
ſent. If any occur hereafter, I ſhall 
have the honor to mention them 
another opportunity. I have the 
honor to be with great truth, reſpect, 
and eſteem, my Lord, your Lord- 
ſhip's moſt obedient, and moſt hum- 
ble ſervant, 


Tromas Gace. 


Extract of a Letier from Major Genoral 
Gage to Lord Barrington. 
New-York, October 28, 1766. 
(No. VI.“) 

I take the opportunity of a private 
ſhip, to-tranſmit your Lordſhip the 
eſtimates of the Deputy Quarter- 
Maſter General's department in the 
diſtricts of Albany, and of the ex- 


pences for the repairs and contin- ' 


gencies of Fort Amherſt, in the iſland 
of St. John's, both which arrived too 
late for the laſt packet; and I had 
omitted to take notice of the laſt in 
my letter, with the other eſtimates 


fent by that opportunity. The eſti- 


mate of Weſt Florida, I hope, may 
be tranſmitted to your Lordſhip di- 
rectly from thence, which I directed 
to ſave time, as alſo that a duplicate 
might be ſent herg, 
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Some expencts will probably be ins 
curred at the Ilinois; the eftimates of 
which have been wrote for long ago, 


but I can't any clear account 
of that poſt; till the chief engineers, 
whom 1 ſent there, and down the 


Miſſiſippi, in the ſpring, ſhall return 
to me. , I ; 

In the eſtimate of the Barrack- 
Maſter General, the yearly ſum tv 
be allowed contractors, for keeping 
up and repairing the furniture of the 
barracks for twenty years; is inſerted; 
though no contract has as yet been 
entered into. As ſoon as any pro- 
poſals ſhall be made on this head, 
they will be tranſmitted to the Lords 
Commiſſioners of his Majeity's Trea- 
ſury. A ſum is likewiſe charged in 
the above eſtimate, for a compleat 


new ſet of furniture for the whole 
barracks in North-America, which in 


general, was much wanted. From 
comparing theſe two ſums; the Board 


of Treafury will be able to form a 


judgment of the contract, according 

to the propoſals on this head already 

ſent by the Barrack-Maſter General. 
[ likewiſe herewith incloſe a liſt of 


the ſuperintendants, deputies, com- 
miſſaries, interpreters, and Smiths, 


for the managements of Indians in 
the northern diſtrict of North-Ame- 
rica, according to what 1s there called 
the new plan, which I preſume to be 
a plan fettled with the Board of 
Trade, and may. be properly called 
the Indian Staff for the northern 


diſtrict. As ſoon as Mr. Steuart, the 


Superintendant of the ſouthern In- 


* dians, ſends me the ſtaff of his 


diſtrict, it will be tranſmitted to your 
Lordſhip z—both the Superintendants 
draw upon the Commander in Chief 


for their ſalaries of all their ſtaff, as 


well as their other expences, eſtimates 
of which I have already acquainted 
your Lordſhip, are ordered, as I am 


informed, to be tranſmitted to the 


Board of Trade. 

An eſtimate of the expence of pro- 
viſions is making out in the belt 
manner it can be done, but I fear it 


will not be-finiſhed in time for the 
preſent conveyance; 


Extract of a Letter from Major General 
Sage to Lord Barrington. 
+ New-York, Nov. 9, 1766, 

5 (No: VII.“ 

1 have the honour to tranſinit your 

Lordſhip the eſtimate of the expence 

of proviſions conſumed annually in 

North- America, calculated for every 

part exceptWelt-Florida, from whence 

the returns were forbid tb be ſent ts 
the Commiſſary General; as his de- 
puty informs him; but as I after. 
wards ſent particular directions t6 Co. 
lonel Taylor, acting Brigadier-Ge- 
neral, concerning this matter, fince 
his arrival at Penſacola; I am to hope 
they will at length be procured, 

When the returns ſhall be received, 

the expence ariſing from the pro- 

viſions 1n that province, will be 

to the incloſed eſtimate, As your 

Lordſhip preſſed {6 ſtrongly for the 

eſtimates, I ſend off without delay, 

all that I can procure, as they 

come in. | 0-35 


Extrads from the Manuſcript Journal 
of the Gentral Aſſembly e New. 
York, laid before Parliament. © 

Aſjembly+C ef, City-Hall, in the 

City of New-York, Die Lung, 

11 bo: A. M. the 10th of Ne 
vember, 1766. 

The General Aſſembly having on 

the 3d of July laſt, been prorogued to 

Tueſday the 7th of October next fol- 

lowing, and his Excellency the Go- 


vernor having, by ſeveral procla. 


mations ſince publiſhed, farther pro- 
rogued them to this day, to meet 
upon buſineſs. 

Fifteen members purſuant thereto, 
appearing in the Afembly-Chamber, 
Mr. Speaker took the chair. | 

Ordered, That Mr. Bayard and 
Colonel Livingſton wait upon his Ex. 


cellency the Governor, and acquaint 


him that a ſufficient number of mem- 
bers are met to proceed upon bu. 


ſtneß, 


== — 1— lM * 79 ns ** 1 
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ſineſs, and that they attend his di- 
rections. | 

Mr. Bayard reported, that Colonel 
Livingſton and himſelf, had waited 
on his Excellency the Governor, and 
delivered their meſſage, and that his 
Excellency had been pleaſed to ſay he 
would come up to the Council-Cham- 
ber in the City-Hall immediately, 
and ſend a meſſage for the houſe. 

A meſſage from his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy 
Secretary. _ 

Mr. Speaker, His Excellency the 
Governor requires the immediate at- 
tendance of this houſe in the Council- 
Chamber, in the City-Hall. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair, and 
the whole houſe attended accordingly, 
and being returned, he reſumed the 
chair, and reported that his Excel- 
lency had been pleaſed to make a 
ſpeech to the houſe, of which, to 
prevent miſtakes, he had obtained a 
copy, which being read, is in the 
words following ; viz, | 

Gentlemen of the Council, and Gen- 
' tlemen of the General Aſſembly, 

The meeting of the Genera] Al- 
ſembly has been delayed beyond the 
uſual time, as I was in daily expec- 
tation of receiving his Majeſty's com- 
mands, in regard to an humble re- 
preſentation made of the diſtreſs in 
which this colony would ſhortly be 1n- 
yolved, through the want of a ſuffi- 
gent paper currency. And it is with 
the greateſt ſatisfaction, that I can 
open this ſeſſion with a freſh inſtance 
of his Majeſty's paternal regard and 
protection extended to this Province, 
who has been gracioully pleaſed, under 
certain reſtrictions, to revoke that 
inſtrudtion, by which the Commander 
in Chief here was precluded from 
giving his conſent to any act which 
ould be framed for ſtriking bills of 
credit, and ifluing the ſame in lieu of 
money, The royal attention, ſo con- 
lantly paid to the ſufferings of the 

eople, and the late examples given 

fit, are ſuch ſignal inſtances of his 


jedes condeſcenſion and tenderneſs 


fully 


145 

for their intereſts, as cannot fail of 
ee the warmeſt ſentiments of 
gratitude in the minds of every ſub- 
ject, and be productive of the higheſt 
returns of duty and ſubmiſſion. 

Gentlemen of the General Afembly, 

The great expence in which this 
colony has been engaged for ſome 
time paſt, and the difficulties which 
{till ſubſiſt in regard to limits, between 
this and the neighbouring Provinces of 
Maſſachuſett's ard the Jerſeys, have 
engaged me to aſcertain as ſoon as 
poſſible, the line which his Majeſty ' 
has been pleaſed to fix by his royal 
proclamation, for the boundary be- 
tween this Province and Quebec, and 
after the neceſſary ſupplies of govern- 
ment are raiſed, I muſt recommend 
it to the General Aſſembly to make 
proviſion for the farther opening and 
continuing this line, in which I flatter 
myſelf, that the province of Quebec, 
equally intereſted in it, will readily 
contribute, as a mutual benefit will 
be derived from it. I muſt at the 
ſame time, earneſtly requeſt that pro- 
per meaſures may be taken to ſettle 
the boundaries between the different 
counties in this Province, and fix 
them by authority: — The want of a 
due attention to ſo neceſſary a ſervice, 
has already given riſe to many incon- 
veniences, and the continual ſcenes 
of litigation and diſorder, occaſioned 
by vague and undetermined limits, 
call for redreis in the ſtrongeſt terms. 

Gentlemen of the Council, and Gen- 
tlemen of the General Aſſembly, 

* I ſhall, during the courſe of your 
ſeſſion, take opportunities of laying 
before you ſome matters which have 
occurred to me during the late tour I 
made, and recommending to your 
confideration whatever may be con- 
ducive to the public ſervice ; as I am 
erſuaded, that the legiſlative 
bodies will chearfully co-operate with 
me in whatever can be propoſed for 
his Majeſty's ſervice, and the good of 
their country. H. Moore.” 
New-York, Nov. 10, 1766. | 

U Reſolved, 


145 


Reſolved, That his Excellency's 
ſpeech be taken into conſideration, 
to-morrow, by the houſe. 
Alſermbly - Chamber, at the Houſe of 

Matthew Erneſt, in the Out-Ward 

of the City of New-York, Die 

Martis, 10 ho. A. M. the 11th of 

November, 1766. 

To his Excellency Sir Henry Moore, 
Bar. Captain General, and Gowver- 
nor in Chief, in, and over the Co- 
tony of New-York, and the Territories 
—_— thereon in America, Chan- 
ceilor and Vice- Admiral of the fame. 

The humble Addreſs of the General A, 

fembly of the ſaid Colony. 
May it pleaje your Excellency, 

We his Majeſty's moſt dutiful ſub- 
jets, the General Aſſembly of the 
Colony of New-York, return your 
Excellency our moſt hearty thanks for 
your ſpeech. 

The ſatisfaction your Excellency 


expreſſes in being permitted to relieve - 


the diſtreſs this colony is fallen into, 
through the want of a medium of 
trade, cannot but be extremely agree- 
able to us, as it affords a further 
proof of your attention to, and con- 
cern for our intereſts, 

We are deeply ſenſible of his Ma- 
jeſty's paternal care and tender regard 
for all his ſubjects, and we are con- 
fident we ſhall ever be ready to make 
ſuch returns of duty and ſubmiſſion, 
as may be expected from the moſt 
loyal ſubjects to the beſt of fovereigns. 

Had your Excellency been per- 
mitted, by the inſtructions you have 
received, to have paſſed a bill for the 
iſſuing of paper money in the uſual 
manner, we ſhould have been fo 
cautious in the exerciſe of that power, 
that no perſon, either at home or 
abroad, would have been in the leaſt 
danger of being injured in his pro- 
perty, and the public credit of this 
Colony would have been, as it ever 
has been, the object of our peculiar 
care and attention. But, ſince we 
fear that no bill for that purpoſe can 


be paſſed without a ſuſpending clauſe, 


are determined to bear our diſtreſſes 
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as well as we are able, except your 
Excellency will be pleaſed, conſidering 
the preſſing neceſſities we lay under, 
to paſs a bill without ſuch an unuſual 
clauſe. 

Your Excellency's care to ſettle the 
boundaries between this Colony and 
Quebec, will probably prevent many 
miſchievous conſequences which might 
otherwiſe ariſe from the negle& of a 
thing of that importance, and, for 
hike reaſons, we ſhall be ready to con- 
tribute all the aſſiſtance in our power, 
to enable your Excellency to ſettle, at 
leaſt, a temporary line of juriſdiction 
between this Colony and the Province 
of the Maſſachuſett's Bay. 

'The ſertlement of the boundaries of 
the ſeveral counties in this Colony, 
where they are in a manner uncertain, 
we look upon as an object deſerving 
the moſt ferious attention of the le- 
giſlature, and abſolutely neceſſary to 
peace, order, and the due execution 
of the powers of government. We 
ſhall pay a due regard, therefore, to 
what your Excellency recommends on 
that ſubje&, as well as to whatever 
elſe you ſhall think proper to lay 
before us during the courſe of thi: 
ſeſſion, in which we ſhall be am- 
bitious of demonſtrating, that your 
Excellency has done us no more than 
ſtrict juſtice, in ſuppoſing that we will 
chearfully co-operate with you, in 
whatever can be propoſed for his Ma: 
jeſty's ſervice, and the good of this 
country. By order of the General 
Aſſembly, W. Nicol, Speaker, 
Aſfembly-Chamber, in the Out- N ard 

of the City of New-York, the 13th 

of November, 1766. 


His Excelleucy's Anſauer. 

Gentlemen of the General Aſſembly, 
I return you my hearty thanks for 
this addreſs, and for the ſentiments . 
you expreſs of my attention to the 
public welfare. The aſſurances you 

give of acting chearfully with me, in 
ſo good a cauſe, cannot fail of being 
productive of the greateſt advantage 
to this Colony. | Y 
r 
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Mr. Banyar, Deputy Secretary, 
brought to the Houſe, from his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, an additional 
inſtruction from his Majeſty to him, 
which his Excellency deſired might be 
communicated to the Houſe, and 
being read, is in the words fol- 
lowing : | 
Additional Inſtructions to 

our Truſty and Well- 

beloved Sir H. Moore, 

Bart. our Captain-Ge- 

neral, and Governor in 


Chief of our Province 
George R. of New-York, and the 
Territories depending 
L. S. thereon in America. 


Given at our Court 
at St. FJames's, the 
i5th Day of July, 
1766, in the Sixth 

Year of our Reign. 
Whereas by the 2oth Article of our 
General Inſtructions to you, given at 

our Court at St. James's, the 
day of „in the ſixth year of 
our reign, you are ftriftly forbid to 
give your aſſent to any act within our 
Province of New-York, under your 
government, whereby paper bills may 
be ſtruck or iſſued in lieu of money, 
unleſs upon ſudden and extraordinary 
emergencies of government, in caſe 
of war, or invaſion, and upon no 
other occaſion whatever. And 
whereas it hath been repreſented 
unto us, that the currency of all the 
paper bills of credit now in circulation 
within our ſaid Province of New- 
York, will, by the limitation of the 
laws by which they were reſpectively 
Wed, ceaſe and determine in the 
year 1768, by mcans whereof the 
commerce of our ſaid Province, as 
well as the ordinary ſervices of go- 
rernment there, will be expoſed to 
great difficulty and inconvenience. 
t is, therefore, our will and pleaſure, 
that the 2oth Article of our ſaid 
eneral Inſtructions to you, relative 


o the iſſue of paper bills of credit, 


be, and it is hereby revoked and an- 
nulled. And it is our further will 
and pleaſure, and you are hereby per- 
mitted and allowed to give your aſſent 
to any act or acts of Aſſembly of the 
ſaid Province, for creating and * 
paper bills of credit, in lieu of, an 

for ſecuring any ſum or ſums of 
money, not exceeding in the whole 
the ſum of (26000 currency of that 
Province, provided that in ſuch act or 
acts of Aſſembly, whereby ſuch paper 
bills, or bills of credit, ſhall be created 
or iſſued, due care be taken to aſcertain 
the real value of ſuch paper bills, or 
bills of credit, and that an ample and 
ſufficient fund be provided for calling 
in, ſinking, and diſcharging the ſaid 
bills within a reaſonable time, not 
exceeding five years, and provided, 
that you do take care, in the paſſing 
of any act, or acts of Aſſembly for 
the purpoſes above-mentioned, that 
there be a clauſe, or clauſes inſerted, 
therein ſuſpending and deferring the 
execution thereof, until our pleaſure 
ſhall be known concerning the ſame. 

G. R. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into 
a committee of the whole Houſe, 
apon his Excellency's ſpeech—after 
ſome time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker 
reſumed the chair, and Mr. Philip 
Livingſton reported from the ſaid 
committee, that they had made ſome 
progreſs therein, and had directed 
him to move that they may have 
leave to fit again. 

Reſolved, That his Excellency's 
ſpeech be taken into further con- 
ſideration to-morrow—and then the 
Houſe adjourned till nine o'clock to- 
morrow morning. | 


Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M. the 12th 

of Nowember, 1766. 
Ordered, That the Treaſurer of the 
Colony, do, by Tueſday the z5th 
inſtant, lay before this Houſe, the 
ſeveral following accounts on oath, 
viz. An account of the amount of 
the duty, laid by virtue of an act for 
2 granting 
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ranting to his Majeſty the ſeveral 
— and impoſitions on goods, 
wares, and merchandizes imported 
into this Colony therein- mentioned, 
together with an account how much 
had been paid out of the ſame, from 
the iſt day of September, 1765, to 
the firſt day of September, 1766. 

« An accaunt of the amount of 
licences to hawkers and pedlars, from 
the 1ſt day of September, 1765, to 
the 1ſt day of September, 1766. 

« An account of the amount of 
his receipts, from the ſeveral and re- 
ſpective loan-officers, diſtinguiſhing 
how much, on account of the prin- 
cipal, and how much for intereſt, 
fince his laſt account thereof de- 
hvered. 

& An account of his receipts on the 

exciſe fund ſince his laſt account there- 
of delivered—An account of his pay- 
ments out of the £5000, lodged in 
his hands, by an act paſſed in the 
year 1765, for refreſhing, &c. ſuch 
of his Majeſty's troops as may paſs 
through this Colony, fince his laſt 
account thereof delivered—An ac- 
count of his receipts from the ſeveral 
and reſpective collectors and county 
Treaſurers, on account of the ſeveral 
and reſpective taxes, and arrears of 
taxes due to this Colony, from the 
time that His lat accounts thereof 
was delivered, until the day he de- 
livered his accounts, diftinguiſhing 
particularly, how much paid by each 
reſpective city and county, on what 
tax, and on what arrears of taxes! 
f « An account how much hath 
"ariſen by virtue of an act, intitled, 
An AQ for laying a Duty of Tonnage 
on the Veſſels, and for the 'Vime 
therein-mentioned, from the iſt day 
of September, 1765, to the firſt day 
of September, 1766. 

« An account of his receipts, by 
virtue of the ſeveral acts, enabling 
him to draw bills of exchange on Sir 
William Baker, Knt. and Robert 
Charles, Eſq; for money allotted to 
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imburſing the Colonies the expence 
of the war, fince his laſt account 
thereof delivered, 

* An account of his receipts, 
virtue of an act paſſed the 2oth of Oc. 
tober, 1764, intitled, An Act, ap- 
propriating the ſum of {59250 of the 
monies therein-mentioned, for callin 
in, finking, and cancelling bills of 
credit, to the amount of the miſſions 
therein-mentioned, together with an 
account of the bills of credit cancelled 
in conſequence of the ſaid act, ſince 
his laſt account thereof delivered. 

* An account how much he hath 
received, purſuant to an act paſſed 
the 2oth of December, 1763, intitled, 
An Act to impower John Cruger, 
Robert R. Livingſton, Philip Living- 
ſton, Leonard Liſpenard, and William 
Bayard, Eſqrs. to receive from the 
Colony of Pennſylvania, the ſum of 
4368 25. 6d. ſterling, overpaid to 
the ſaid Colony out of the parlia- 
mentary grant, for the ſervice of the 
year 1760, ſince his laſt account 
thereof delivered. f 

An account of his payments, pur- 
ſuant to an act paſſed the 20th of 
October, 1704.“ | 
Die Martis, ꝙ bo. A. M. the 18th of 

November, 1766. 

A meſſage from bis Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy- 
Secretary, which being read, 1s in the 
words following ; viz. 

Gentlemen of the General Aſſembly, 

In conſequence of a report made to 
the Lords Commiſſioners for 'Trade 
and Plantations, of the act paſſed in 


the laſt ſeſſiot of Aſſembly, for pro- 


viding barracks, fuel, &c. for his 
Majeity's troops quartered in this 
city, and my letter to the Secretary 
of State on the ſame occaſion, I have 
had the honor of the following letter 
from the Earl of Shelburne. 

SIR, Whitehall, Aug. g, 1766. 

I took the firſt opportunity, after 
his Majeſty had been moſt graciouſly 
pleaſed to entruſt me with the {: als of 


this Colony by his Majeſty, out of the ſouthern depaitment, te lay be- 


the parliamentary grants, towards re- 


fore 


fre bim your letter of the zoth of 
June, iving an account of the ge- 


eral ſatisfaction expreſſed by all 


ranks and degrees of people, on the 
zepeal of the Stamp-act, and likewiſe 
your reaſons for aflenting to a bill for 
providing barracks, firewood, candles A 
bedding, and utenſi's tor the kitchen, 
for the King's troops, as demanded, 
notwithſtanding the articles of ſalt, 
vinegar, cyder, and beer, be not in- 
ciuded, under a pretence that they 
are not provided for the troops lodged 
in the barracks in Europe. 

I have his Majeſty's commands to 
acquaint you of the ſatisfaction he 
feels in the happineſs of his ſubjects, 
arifing from the tender care and con- 
ſideration of his Parliament. But l 
am ordered to fignify ro you, at the 
fame time, that as it is the indiſ- 
penſible duty of his ſubjects in Ame 
rica to obey the acts of che legiſlature 
of Great Britain, the King both ex- 
pects and requires a due and cheartul 
obedience to the ſame, and it cannot 
be doubted that his Majeſty's Province 
of New-York, after the lenity of 
Great Britain ſo recently extended 
to America, will not fail culy to 
carry into execution the act of par- 
f Wl liament paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for quar- 
tering his Majeſty's troops, in the full 
extent and meaning of the act, with- 
coat referring to the uſage of other 
parts of his Majeſty's dominions, 
where the legiſlature has thought kt 
to preſctibe different regulations, and 


to T which cannot be altered any more 
de man in North America, except upon 
in a reſpectful and well-grounded repre- 
o. El ſentation of the hardſhip or iacon- 
DB venience. Theſe confiderations, 1 


am convinced muſt, of themſelves, 
ay have ſo much weight with the Aſ- 


ae ſembly of New-York, not only in the 
tier F preſent conjuncture, when it is na- 
tural to ſuppoſe the minds of men 
66. tetain ſenſible impreſſions of what has 
ker lately paſſed, but upon other occa- 
oy ſons which may call for a ready obe- 


Mo dience, that I cannot think it neceſ- 


P NIOR DOCUMEN Ts. 


149 
ſary for me to enlarge further upon 
their importance muſt only, Sir, in 
general, add, that I hope and be- 
lieve, that a very little time, toge- 
ther with that temporal adminiſtration 
of government, which your regard to 
the people under it, muſt make you 
naturally incline to, and that firmneſs 
which your duty to the King equally 
requires, will allay whatever remains 
of thoſe heats, which have ſo unhap- 
pily for America prevailed, and which 
if continued, muſt prove of the moſt 
fatal conſequence to whatever Province 
they are inffered in. I am, there- 
fore, perſuaded that the Aſſembly will 
loſe no occaſion that offers, of con- 
vincing his Majeſty, that the people 
of New- Vork will yield to no other 
part of his ſubjects, in duty, loyalty, 
and obedience to ſuch laws as the 

King and Parliament have thought 

proper to enact, for their benefit and 

protection. 
(Signed) SHELBURNE. 
J flatter myſelf, that on a due con- 
ſideration of this letter, no difficulties 
can poſſibly ariſe, or the leaſt ob- 
jection be made to the proviſion for 
the troops, as required by the act of 
parliament. H. Mooke. 

Fort-George, Nov. 17, 1766. 
Ordered, That the ſaid meſſage be 

referred to the conſideration of the 

committee, to whom his Excellency's 
ſpeech is committed. 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M. the 19h 
of Nowemoer, 1766. | . 
he Houſe (according to order) re- 

ſolved itſelf into a committee of the 

whole Houſe upon his Excellency's 
ſpeech- after ſome time ſpent therein, 

Mr. Speaker reiumed the chair, and 

Mr. Philip Livingſton reported the re- 


ſolutions of the committee, which he 


read in his place, and afterwards de- 
ivered in at the table, where the 
ſame were again read and agreed to 
by the Houie, and are as follow, viz. 

„ Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 


lowed unto his Excellency Sir Henry 
Moore, 
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Moore, Bart. for adminiſtring the 
government of this Colony, from the 
iſt day of September, 1766, to the 
1ſt day of September, which will be 
in the year 1767, after the rate of 

2000 yer annum. 

% Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 
lowed unto his ſaid Excellency, for 
providing firewood and candles for his 
Majeſty's Fort George, in the city of 
New-York, from the 1ſt day of Sep- 
tember, 1766, to the iſt day of Sep- 
tember, 1767, the ſum of (400. 

“ Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 
lowed unto the Hon. Daniel Horſe- 


manden, Eſq; as Chief ſuſtice of the 


Supreme Court of this Colony, and 
for going the circuits from the iſt day 
ef September, 1766, to the iſt day 
of September, 1767, after the rate of 
£300 per Annum. 

„That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that there be aliowed unto 
the Hon. David Jones, Eſq; as Second 
Juſtice of the Supreme Court of this 


Colony, and for going the circuits 


from and to the time aforeſaid, after 
the rate of £200 per annum. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 


lowed unto the Hon. William Smith, 


Eſq; as Third Juſtice of the Supreme 
Court of this Colony, and for going 
the circuits from and to the time 
aforeſaid, after the rate of {200 per 
ANNUM. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be aliow- 
ed unto the Hon. Robert R. Living- 
ſton, Eſq; as Fourth Juſtice of the Su- 
preme Court of this Colony, and for 
going the circuits from and to the 
time aforeſaid, after the rate of {200 
fer annum. | 

That it is the opinien of this 
committee, that there be allowed unto 
William Weyman, as public Printer 
of this Colony, for his ſervices in that 
ſtation, from and to the time afore- 
ſaid, after the rate of {50 fer annum. 


«« Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be . 
lowed unto Abraham de Peylter, Eſq; 
Treaſurer of this Colony, for his fer. 
vices in that ſtation, from and to the 
time aforeſaid, after the rate of £209 
per annum. 

„ Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al. 
lowed unto the ſaid Treaſurer, for 
the extraordinary ſervices which he iz 
now obliged to perform beyond the 
uſual duty of his office, after the rate 
of the further ſum of £100 per annun, 

„ Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al. 
lowed unto Robert Charles, Eſq; 
Agent for this Colony in Great: 
Britain, as a reward for his care, 
trouble, and diligence, in attending 
upon his Majeſty, and his miniſters of 
ſtate, in that ſtation, from and to 


the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 


Loo per annum. | | 

* Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 
lowed unto John Tabor Kempe, Eſq; 
his Majeſty's Attorney-General of this 
Colony, for ſeveral extraordinary ſer- 
vices by him performed in that ſation, 
the ſum of £150. | 

<*© Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 
lowed unto Abraham Lott, Eſq; Clerk 
of the General Aſſembly, for his ſer- 
vices in that ſtation, from the iſt day 
of September, 1706, to the 1| day 
of September, 1767, twenty ſhillings 
per diem, payable upon a certificate 
from the General Aſſembly, figned 
by the Speaker, for the number of 
days he has ſerved, or may ſerve the 
General Aſſembly. 

Reſolved, Ihat it is the opinion 
of this committee, that there be al- 


lowed for anſwering ſuch neceſſary 


and contingent charges as may ariſe 
or happen for the ſervice of this 
Colony, from the 1k day of Sep- 
tember, 1766, to the 11t day of Sep- 
tember, 1767, the ſum of {100. 

„ Reſolved, 


ſe 


& 5  - Wo 0 2 -F aw 


% Reſolved, That the foregoing 
ſeveral allowances be made payable 
out of the monies ariſen, or which 
may ariſe by virtue of the following 
acts; VIZ. . 

« An act for granting to his Ma- 
jeſty the ſeveral duties and impoſitions 
on goods, wares, and merchandizes 
imported into this Colony therein- 
mention. And 

« An A& to reſtrain hawkers and 

dlars within this Colony, from ſel- 
ling without licence. 

« Ordered, That a bill be brought 
in, purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions, 
and that Colonel Seaman and Mr. 
Schenk prepare and bring in the 
ſame.“ 

Die Marlis, ꝙ ho. A. M. the 25th of 


November, 1766. 


A meſſage from his Excellency the 


Governor by Mr. Banyar, Deputy 

Secretary, which being read, is in 

the words following; viz. ' 
Gentlemen of the General Aſſembly, 

« Jncloſed, is an account of what 
money has been paid to the officers of 
his Majeſty's 28th regiment in quarters 
here, who were lodged in the town, 
as there was not ſufficient room for them 
in the barracks provided for the two 
battalions and company of artillery, 
by act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Aſ- 
ſembly. This ſum has been advanced 
by the Mayor and corporation of this 
city, and agreeable to their requeſt, 
it is now recommended to the Houſe 
of Aſſembly, that they may be re- 
imburſed. No money has been paid 
as yet, either to the officers of his 
Majeſty's 46th regiment, or to the 
officers of the artillery. H. Moors. 
* Fort-George, Nov. 24, 1766.” 

Ordered, That the: ſaid meſſage 
and account metioned therein, be re- 
ferred to the conſideration of a com- 
mittee of the whole Houle. 

Abraham de Peyſter, Treaſurer of 
this Colony (according to order) at 
tending at the door, was called in, 
and laid before the Houſe the ſeveral 
accounts on oath ; viz. 
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* An account of the produce of the 
tonnage fund, from the 1ſt day of 
September, 1765, to the 1ſt day of 
September, 1766, amounting to the 
ſum of {406 185. 4d. 4. 

An account that he has received 
from the ſeveral and reſpective loan- 
officers, ſince his laſt account thereof 
delivered ; viz. 

For intereſt - #:.A* FRI8 
On account of the principal 11375 

An account that he has received 
from the ſeveral collectors and county 
Treaſurers, on account of the ſeveral 
taxes laid by ſeveral laws of this Co- 
lony, amounting from the 5th of De- 
cember, 1765, to the 25th of No- 
vember, 1766, to the ſum of £17829 
6. 24. | 

* An account that he has paid, 
purſuant to an act paſſed the zd of 
July, 1766, intitled, An Act to fur- 
niſh the Barracks in the Cities of 
New-York and Albany, with Fire- 
wood and Candles, and the other 
Neceſſaries thercin- mentioned, for his 
Majeſty's Forces, the ſum of (3200. 

An account that he has received 
from John Cruger, Philip Livingſton, 
Robert R. Livingſton, Leonard Liſ- 
penard, and William Bayard, Eſqrs. 
on account of the £4368 25s. 64. 
ſterling, they were impowered by law 
to receive from the Colony of Penn- 
{ylvania, ſince his laſt account thereof 
delivered, the ſum of {456 os. 2d. 

An account that he has received 
for ſeveral bills of exchange drawn on 
Sir William Baker, Knt. and Robert 
Charles, Eſq; ſince his laſt account 
thereof delivered, the ſum of C4608. 

© A general account of the amount 
of the ſeveral duties, &c. for ſup- 
porting the government of this Co- 
lony, together wi.h aa account of the 
pay ments out of the ſame, fiom the 
iſt day of September, 1765, to the 
iſt day of September, 17 6, wherein 
he charges himſelf with the balance 
due to this Colony on account of. the 
ſaid duties, &c. on the 1ft day of 
September, 
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September, 1765, of 
the um of 2460 3 54 
With the ſum of | 
811 85s. 11d. + 
. for the - 
duty on rum, wine, 
brandy, &c. dur- 
ing the aboveſaid 
time. 
And with the ſum of 
L135 received for 
licence to hawkers 
and pedlars, dur- 
ing the aboveſaid 
ume — 135 


4811 8 115 


£7409 12 5 
And charges the Co- 
lony with ſundry 
ſums paid out of 
the ſaid fund, a- 
mounting to the Ac 
ſum of £7111 54 6 
And makes a balance 
dye to the Colony 
on the iſt day of 
S-ptember, 1766, ———— 
of the ſum of L 295 7 115 


Die Maris, ꝙ to. A. M. the 2d f 


December, 1766. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the 
Houle the following letter and ac- 
counts; viz. 

A letter from his Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor, dated the iſ 
inftaat, demanding payment for ar- 
rcars of {alary due to him, from the 
iſt of September to the 13th of No- 
vember, 1765, and alſo for damages 
by him ſuſtained on the 1ſt day of 
November, 1765. 

&« An account of Alexander Gor- 


don, Eſq; for a fingle fleigh loſt on 


tae laid 1k day of November, 1765. 

An account of Dr. Jonathan 
Mallet, of a ſingle horfe-chaife, and 
part of harneſs, loſt on the ſaid 1ſt 
day of November, 1705. 

„ And an account of Andrew 
Gautier, for repairing the damages 
done to the houſe of Samuel Francis, 


. 7 the faid iſt day of November, 
1 . 

7s Ordered, That the ſaid letter 
and accounts be referred to the con. 
ſideration of a committee.“ 

Die Veneris, q ho. A. M. 5th of De. 

cember, 1766. 

The Houſe taking into conſide. 

ration the many grievances reſulting 
from the act of parliament, reftraining 
the 1fſuing paper bills of credit to the 
inhabitants of this Colony, for want 
of a proper medium of trade. 
„ Refolyed, Than an humble ad. 
dreſs be prepared, in order to be 
preſented to the parliament of Great- 
Britain, repreſenting the hardſhips 
and inconveniences the inhabitants of 
this Colony lay under, for the want 
of a competept medium of trade, and 
praying relief, 

© Ordered, That a committee be 
appointed to prepare the ſaid addreſs, 
and a committce was appointed ac- 
cordingly.”? 

Die Martis, ꝙ ho. A. M. the gib f 

December, 1766. re 45 

A meſſage from his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy- 
Secretary, which being read, is in 
the words followigg; viz. 

Gentlemen, 

„The incloſed accounis duly at- 
teked, of the workmen employed in 
the reparations and alterations of the 
houſe at the Fort, are now laid before 
the Houſe of Ailembly, and recom- 
mended for payment. H. Mook, 
& Fort-George, Dec. 8, 17606.“ 

Ordered, That the ſaid meſſage 
and accounts be referred to the con- 
{:deration of a committee, and that it 
be an inſtruction to them to add a 
proper clauſe, or clauſes to the bill 
now in committee, for paying Major 
James his loſſes, for paying ſo much 
of the ſaid accounts as ſhall be found 
to be really and truly due thereon. 

A -1eflage from his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy- 
Secretary, which being read, is in 
the words following ; viz. 


Gentlemen, 


e bon rote Pm" a 


lemen, 

His Majeſtv's 28th and 46th re- 
giments having been employed for 
ſome time in quelling the riots and 
diſorders which had broke out in the 
counties of Ducheſs and Albany, I 
now recommend it to the Houſe of 
Aſſ mbly, that a compenſation be 
made to them for the extraordinary 
neceſſaries expend-d by them in the 
ſervice of the government. 

H. Mogas. 


„Fort George, Dec. 8, 1766.“ 


A petition of Henry Van Shaack, 
of the city of Albany, merchant, vas 
preſented to the Houſe, and read, 
praying an allowance for damages by 
him ſuſtained on the 6th of January 
laſt, by diſorders occaſioned by the 
late Stamp-act, amounting, as by the 
account annexed to the ſaid petzqgon, 
to the ſum of £103 15. 64. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition 
and account be referred to the ſame 
committee, 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the who'e Houſe, upon 
the bill, intitled, ©* An Act for pay- 
ing Major Thomas James, the Loſſes 
by him ſuſtained on the iſt of No- 
vember, 1765,” and the ſeveral other 
accounts referred to the committee on 
the ſaid bill: —after ſome time ſpent 
therein, Mr. Speaker reiumed the 
chair, and Mr. Bayard reported the 
proceedings of the committee to have 
been in manner following; viz. 
„That they had reſolved to make 


the 8 allowances, and added 


proper clauſes to the ſaid bill, for 
paying unto Andiew Gautier, for re- 


, pairing the houſe of Samuel Francis, 


for damages done thereto, on the iſt 
of November, 1765, the ſum of 
404 6s. 5d. 

Unto Jonathan Mallet, for da- 
mages by him ſuſtained on the ſaid 
iſt day of November, 1765, the 
ſum of £36 05s. od. 
And unto Henry Van Shaack, 


PRIOR DOCUMEN T 5s. 


153 
tof Albany for damages by him ſuſ- 
tained on the 6th day of January, 
1766, the ſum of L103 Is. ' 6. 

« That a letter from his Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor to Mr, Speaker, 
of the iſt inſtant, demanding pay- 
ment for arrears of ſalary, due to him 
from the iſt of September to the 13th 
of November, 1765, al'o for damages 
by him ſuſtained on the 1ſt of No- 
vember, 1765, was then read, and 
the 'ame being maturely confidered, 


he committee came to the following 


reſolutions thereon ; viz. 

„ Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that the loſs 
ſuſtained by Lieutenant - Governor 
Coiden, on the 1| day of November, 
1765, was occaſioned by his own miſ- 
Pa why and that therefore no pro- 
vifion ought to be made for paying 
him the ſame. 

« Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that that part of 
the Lieutenant Governor's letter re- 


lating to the arrears of falary due to 


him, be referred to the conſideration 
of the committee to wiom his Ex- 
cellency's ſpeech is committed. 

* Reſolved, That the meſſage of 
his Excellency the Governor, relatin 
to the repairs done to the houſe in 
the Fort, with the accounts accom- 
panying the ſame, be referred to the 
conſideration of the commytee to 
whom his Excellency's ſpeech is com- 
mitted,” 


Die Veneris, g ho. 4. M. the 12th 

of December, 1766, 

The Houſe (according to order) re- 
ſolved 1iiſe'f into a committee of the 
whole Houſe, upon the meſſage of his 
Excellency the Governor, of the 17th. 
of November laſt, relating to the pro- 
viſion required for his Majeſty's troops 


quartered in tis colony: after ſome 


time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Philip Li- 


vin: ſton reported the re ſolution of the 


committee thereon, which he read in 
R tis 
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his place, and afterwards delivered 
it in at the table, where the ſame 


was again read, and is as follows; 


VIZ, 
«« Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that an humble 
addreſs be preiented to his Excelleycy 
the Governor, in anſwer to the ſaid 
meſſage, ſhewing that the General 
Aſſembly cannot, conſiſtent with the 
truſt repoſed in them by their con- 
ſtituents, comply with the requiſition 
made by the ſaid meſſage, and that 
the reaſons thereof be ſet forth in the 
ſaid addreſs. | 
© Reſolved, ( Nemine Contradicente) 
That the Houſe do agree with the 
committee in the ſaid reſolution.“ 
The Houſe (according to order) 
reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole Houſe upon his Excellency's 
ſpeech, and the ſeveral other papers 
referred thereto: after ſome ume 
nt therein, Mr. Speaker reſumed 
the chair, and Colonel Seaman, in 
behalf of Mr. Philip Livingſton, re- 
ported the proceeding of the com- 
mittee, which he read in his place, 
and afterwards delivered in at the 
table, where the ſame were again 
read and agreed to by the Houſe, and 
are as follows; viz. : 
That upon reading of the meſ- 
ſage from his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, of the 8th inſtant, recom- 
mending a compenſation to be made 
to the detachments of his Majeſty's 
28th and 46th regiments that were 
employed in quieting the diſorders 
in the counties of Ducheſs and Al- 
bany, Mr. Juſtice Livingſton moved, 
that there be allowed to each private 
man of the 46th regiment the ſum of 
twenty ſhillings, and to each private 
man of the 28th the ſum of ten 
ſhillings, as a gratuitity for their 
ſervices.” | | 
And a debate ariſing, and the 
queſtion being put upon the ſaid 
motion, it was carried in the negative, 
in the manner following; viz, 


- 
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For the Affirmative For the Negative 
Col. Livingſton. Mr. Speaker 
Mr. Cruger Mr. Kiſſam 
Mr. Bayard Mr. Boerum 
Col. Philipſe Mr. Schenk 
Mr. Holland Mr. Thomas 
Mr. de Lancey Col. Haring 
Mr. Juſtice Li- Mr. Philip Li- 
vingſton vingſton 
Mr. Miller Capt. Seaman 


Col. Seaman. 
Upon all diviſions, the names of 
the gentlemen, for and againſt, are 
entered upon the journals, ] 


Die Sabbati, ꝙ ho. A. M. the 13th of 
December, 1766. | 
The engroſſed bill, intituled, © An 

Act for paying the Salaries and Ser- 

vices of the ſeveral Officers of the 


Government, from the 1ſt Day of 


September, One Thouſand Seven 
Hundred and Sixty-Six, to the 1ſt 
Day of September, One "Thouſand 


Seven Hundred and Sixty-Seven, in- 


clufive, and other Services therein- 
mentioned,“ was read the third 
time. | 
Reſolved, That the-bill do paſs, 

Ordered, That Mr, Cruger and 


Mr. Bayard do carry the bill. to the 


Council, and deſire their concurrence 
thereto, 

A petition of Jacob Dyckman, 
junior, Benjamin Palmer, and John 
Vermillie, was preſented to the Houle 
and read, praying a reimburſement 
of the expence they have been at in 
building a free bridge over Harlem 
River, nigh King's Bridge. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be 
referred to the conſideration of the 
committee to whom the memorial of 
Col. Philipſe is committed. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into 
a committee of the whole Houſe upon 
the ſaid memorial and petition :— 
after ſome time ſpent therein, Mr. 
Speaker reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Kiſſam reported the reſolution of the 
committee, which he read in his 

place, 


place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the table, and is as follows; viz. 

„ Reſolved, That it is the 122 
of this committee, that the further 
conſideration of the ſaid memorial and 
petition be poſtponed until the ſecond 
Tueſday next, after the firſt meeting 
of this Houſe, after the 1ſt day of 
May next.“ 

And the ſaid reſolution being again 
read, 

c Reſolved, That the Houſe do 
agree with the committee in the ſaid 
reſolution.“ 


Die Lune, 3 ho. P. M. the 15th of 
December, 1766. ; 
The engrofſed addreſs to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor was read, and 
approved of by the Houſe. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker ſign 
the ſaid addreſs in behalf of the 


words; viz. 
To his Excellency Sir Henry Moore, 
Bart. Captain-General and Governor 
in Chief in and over the Colony of 

New-York, and the Territories de- 
pending thereon in America, Chan- 
cellor, and Vice Admiral of the ſame. 
The Humble Addreſs of. the General A/- 

ſembly of the Jaid Colony. 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

We his Majeſty's moſt dutiſul and 
loyal ſubjects the General Aſſembly of 
the Colony of New-York, have taken 
your Excellency's meſſage of the 17th 
of November laſt into our moſt ſerious 
conſideration, and beg leave to aſſure 
your Excellency, that nothing would 
give us greater pleaſure, than to find 
it in our power to comply with every 
requiſition 2 in any manner to 
promote his Majeſty's ſervice. It is, 
therefore, with great concern, that 


we find it impoſſible to comply with 


what is now demanded, conſiſtent 
with our obligations to our conſti- 
tuents. 
give' the ampleſt teſtimonies of our 
loyalty to his Majeſty, and ſubmiſſion 
tq his government, from which we 
humbly conceive we do not deviate, 


Houſe, which is in the following 


We ſhall always be ready to. 
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when we ſhew a regard to the in- 
tereſts of his faithful ſubjects in this 
Colony, abſolutely neceſſary to their 
preſervation. | 

Me hope it will be conſidered, that 
we are choſen to make ſuch a pro- 
viſion for the ſupport of his Majeſts's 
government in this Colony (as w 
as for other important purpoſes) as 1s 
moſt ſuitable to the circumſtances of 


the people we repreſent, and-that we 


ſhould be guilty. of a breach of that 
moſt ſacred truſt, if we ſhculd load 
them with burthens we are incapable 
of ſupporting. | 

In the proviſion we made laſt ſeſ- 
ſion for quartering two battalions and 
one company of artillery, we loaded 
ourſelves with a burthen much greater 
than any of the neighbouring govern- 
ments lie under for that ſervice, and 
imagined, that far from being cen- 
ſured on that account, it would be 
accepted as a new inſtance of that 
loyalty and affection to his Majeſty's 
government, of which this Colony 
has exhibited ſo many proofs. 

We beg leave further to repreſent 
to your Excellency, that by the act 
of parliament it appears to be the 
intention of the legiſlature to provide 
for the quartering ſoldiers only on a 
march, but according to the con- 
ſtruction put on it here, it required 
that all the forces which ſhall at any 
time enter this Colony, ſhall be quar- 
tered during the whole year in a very 
unuſual and expenſive manner. That 
by the marching ſeveral regiments 
into this Colony, this expence would 
become ruinous and inſupportable. 
And, therefore, we cannot, confift:nt 
with our duty to our conſtituents, put 
it in the power of any perſon (what- 
ſoever confidence we may have in his 
prudence and integrity) to lay ſuch a 
burthen on them. 

We ſhould be very ſorry to differ 


from your Excellency on this or any - 


other political ſubject, and th-retore 
it is proper to offer theſe matters to 
your conſideration, in hopes that they 
will be ſufficient to demonſtrate, that 
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viſion required, are of a nature the 
moſt ſerious and weighty imaginable, 


And, therefore, we humbly intreat 


your Excellency to ſet our conduct in 
the moſt favourable, that is in its true 
light, by repreſenting that our non- 
compliance on this occaſion proceeds 
entirely from a juſt ſenſe of what our 
duty requires, By order of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. 8 
W NicoLL, Speaker. 
Aſembly-Chamber, Dee. 15, 1766. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be 
preſented to his Excellency by the 
whole Houſe. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M. the 18th of 

December, 1766. 

Mr. Speaker reported, that the 
Houſe had attended his Excell. ncy 
the Governor with their humble ad- 
dreſs, according to his appointment, 
and that his Exceilency had been 
picafed to return the following anſwer 
theieto; viz. 

Gentlemen of the General Aſſembly, 

It is with no ſmal concern, tha 1 
find the feotimen's of this Houſe dif- 
fering © much from mine, in regard 
to the ſubject matter of he addreis 
now preſented to me, which ſhall by 
the firſt oppertunity be tranimitted to 
the Secretary of State, in order to be 
laid before his Majeſty.” 

Die Veneris, ꝙ ho. A. M. the 19th of 

December, 1766. "K 

A meſſage f.om his Excellency the 
Governor, by Mr. Banyar, Deputy- 
Secretary, | 

Mr. Speaker, His Exce'lency the 
Governor requires the 1mme-1a'e at- 
tendance of this Houſe in the Count1l 
Chamber, 
Matthew Erneſt. 

. Mr. Speaker left the chair, and 
with the Houſe attended accordingly, 
where his Excel eg cy, in the preſence 


of the Council, was pleaſed to give 


his aſſent to twenty acts paſſed this 
ſeſſion. | | | 

And after the ſame was pub'iſhed 
in the uſual manner, his Excellency 


at the houſe of Mr. 
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the objeQiohs againſt making the pro- 


was pleaſed to prorogue the General 
Aſſembly till Teeday the 10th day 

Th page 5, it is noticed that the 
Aſſemblies of Maſſachuſett's Bay and 
New-York, petitioned in 1764 againſt 
the reſolution to charge ſtamp-duties 
in America; and that theſe petitions 
were ſu 1 dee Prior Documents, 

5, firſt column.) : - 
„fit 


89 


Editor having been favoured 


with copies of theſe Petitions, inſerts 
them as ſoon as poſſible.] 
Copy of an Addreſs to the King, from 


the Council and Houſe of Bargeſſes of 


the Province of Virginia 

To the King's Moft Excellent Majeſty. 
A Gracious Sovereign, | 

We your M jeſty's dutiful and loyal 
ſubj cts, the Council and Burgeſſes of 
your ancient colony and dominion of 
Virginia, now met in General Aſ- 
ſenbly, beg leave to afſurs vour Ma- 
jeſty of our firm and inviolable attach- 
ment to your ſacred perſon and go- 
vernment : And as your faithful ſub. 
jects here have at all times been zea- 
lous to demonſtrate this truth, by a 
ready compliance with the royal re- 
quifitions during the late war, by 
which a heavy and oppreſſive debt of 
near half a million hath been in- 
curred ; ſo at this time they implore 
1 to approach the throne with 
1umble confdence, and to entreat 
that your Mjeſty will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to protect your woke of this 
Colony in the enjoyment of their an- 
cient and ineſtimable right of being 
governed by ſuch laws, reſpecting 
their internal polity and taxation, as 
are derived from their own conſent, 
wi h the approbation of their ſovereign 


or his ſubſtitute : —a right, which as 


men and the deſcendants of Britons, 


they have ever quietly poſſeſſed, ſince 


firſt by royal permiſſion and encou- 
ragement they left the mother king- 


dom to extend its commerce and do- 


minion. 
Your 


Your Majeſty's dutiful ſubjects of 


ouſly hope, that this invaluable 
ch right, deſ-ended o them from 
their anceftors, and in which they 
have been protected by your royal 
predeceſſo s, will not be ſuffered to 
receive injury under the reign of your 
ſacred Majeſty, already fo illuſtriouſſy 
diſtinguiſhed by your gracious at- 
tention to the liberties of the people. 

That your Majeſty may long live 
to make nations happy, is the ardent 
prayer of your faithful ſobjects the 
Council and Burgeſſes of Virginia. 
fo the Right Honourable the Lords 

Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 


ment aſſembled. 


gehe of Virginia, now met in General 
Af, mbly, 
Humbly Repreſents, 

That your Memorialiſts hope an 
application to your Lordſhips, the 
ned and hereditary guardians of 
Britiſh liberty, will not be thought 
improper at this time, when meaſures 
are propofed ſubverſive, as they con- 


eſpecially thoſe who dertve their con- 
ſtitution from Britain, have a right 
to enjoy : and they flatter themſelves 
that your Lordſhips will not look upon 


tention, as to regard any impropriety 
in the form or manner of their appli- 


cation, for your Lordſhip's protection 


of their juſt and undoubted rights as 
Britons, | 

It cannot be ' preſumption in your 
memorialiſts, to call themſelyes by 
this diſtinguiſned name, fince they are 
deſcended from Britons, who left their 
native country to extend it's territory 
and dominion, and who happily for 


Britain, and, as your Memorialiſts 
once thaught for themſelves too, ef- 


ſected this purpoſe. As our anceſtors 


brought with them every right and 


privilege they could with juſtice claim, 
in their mother kingdom, their de- 
ſeendants may conclude they cannot 


Virginia moſt humbly and unani- 


The Memorial of the Cruncil and Bur- 


ceive, of that freedom which all men, 


them as objects ſo unworthy your at- 


\ 
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be deprived of+ thoſe rights without 
injuſtice, 
Your Memorialiſts conceive it to be 


a fſhdamental principle of the Britiſh - 


conſtitution, without which freedom 
can no where exiſt ; that the people 


are not ſubject to any taxes, but ſuch 
as are laid on them by their own con- 


ſent, or by thoſe who are legally ap- 
pointed to repreſent them: Property 
muſt become too precarious for the ge- 
nius of a free people, which can be 
taken from them at the will of others, 
who cinnot know what taxes ſuch peo. 
ple can bear, or the eaſieſt mode of 
raiſing them; and who are not under 
that reſtraint, which is the greateſt ſe» 


curity againſt a burthenſome taxation, 


when the repreſentatives themſelves 


muſt be affected by every tax impoſed 


on the people, 


Your Memorialifts are therefore led 
into an humble confidence, that your 


lordſhips will not think any reaſon ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport ſuch a power in the 
Britiſh parliament, where the colonies 
cannot 


ſlaves of Britons, from whom they 
are deſcended, and from whom th 
might expect every indulgence, that 


the obligations of intereft and affection 


can entitle them to. 

Your Memorialiſts have been in- 
veſted with the right of taxing their 
own people, from the firſt eſtabliſh» 
ment of a regular government in the 


colony; and requiſitions have been 


conſtantly made to them by their So- 
vereigns, on all occaſions, when the 
aſſiſtance of the colony was thought 
neceſſary, to preſerve the Britiſh in- 
tereſt in America, from whence they 
muſt conclude they cannot now be de- 
prived of a right they have ſo long 
enjoyed, and which- they have never 
forfeited. 4 

The expences incurred during _ 


repreſented; a power never 
before conſtitutional'y aſſumed, and 
which if they have a right to exerciſe 
on any occaſion, muſt neceſſarily eſta- 
bliſh this melancholy truth, That the- 
inhabitants of the colonies are the 


— — — — 
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laſt war, in compliance with the de- 


mands on this colony, by our late and 
preſent moſt gracious Sovereigns, have 
involved us in a debt of near half a 
million : a debt not likely to decreaſe 
under the continued expence we are at. 
in providing for the ſecurity of the 

ople againſt the incurſions of our 
favage neighbours, at a time when 
the low ſtate of our ſtaple commodity, 
the total want of ſpecie, and the late 
reſtrictions upon the trade of the co- 
konies, render the circumſtances of the 
people extremely diftreſstul, and which, 


I taxes are accumulated, upon them by 


the Britiſh Parliament, will make them 
truly deplorable. 

Your Memorialiſts cannot ſuggeſt to 
themielves any reaſon why they fond 
mot ſtill be truſted with the property of 
their people, with whoſe abilities, and 
che leaſt burthenſome mode of taxing, 
(with great deference to the ſuperior 
wiſdom of Parliament) they muſt be 
kelt acquainted. | 

Your Memorialiſts hope they ſhall 
nat be ſuipetted of being actuated on 
this, occaſion by any principles but 
thoſe of the pureſt loyalty and af- 
&Ctian, as they always endeavoured, 
by their conduct, to demonſtrate that 
they conſider their connections with 
Great- Britain, the ſeat of Liberty, as 
their greateſt happineſs. 

The duty they owe to themſelves. 
and their poſterity, lays your Memo- 
rialiſts under the neceſſity of endea- 
vouring to eſtabliſh their conſtitution 
upon: 1ts proper foundation, And 
tl. do moit numbly pray your Lord- 
e take this ſubject into your 
11-24-11, with the attention that 

2 +12 well-being of the co- 
1214, © hich the proſperity of 
2... 3.7... does in a great meaſure 
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+ Yonourable the Knights, 
, and Burgeſſes of Great- 
Ertan Parliament afjembled. 
The &c...uj:r.nce of the Council and 

| Bur; yes of Virgina. 
[t 1 by the printed votes 
ef che Houſe of Commons of Great- 
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Britain in parliament aſſembled, that, 
in a committee of the whole Houſe 
the 17th day of March laſt, it waz 
reſolved, That towards defending, 
protecting and ſecuring the Britiſh 
colonies and plantations in America, 
i: may be proper to charge certain 
ſtamp duties in the ſaid colonies and 
plantations ; and it being appre- 
hended that the ſame ſubje&t which 
was then declined, may be reſumed 
and further purſued in a ſucceeding 
ſeſſion, the Council and Burgeſſes of 
Virginia met in General Allembiy, 
judge it their indiſpenſable duty in a 
reſpectful manner, but with decent 
firmneſs, to remonſtrate againſt ſuch 
a meaſure; that at leaſt a ceſſion of 
thoſe rights, which in their opinion 
muſt be infringed by that pro- 
cedure, may not be interred trom 
their ſilence at ſo important a 
Criſis, 

They conceive it is eſſential to Bri- 
tlih Liberty that laws impoſing taxes 
on the people ought not to be made 
without the conſent of repreſentatives 
choſen by themſelves; who, at the 
ſame time that they are. acquainted 
with the circumſtances of their conſti- 
tuents, ſuſtain a proportion of the 
burthen laid on them. This privi- 
lege inherent in the perſons who diſ- 
covered and ſettled theſe regions, 
could not be renounced, or forieited 
by their removal hither, not as vaga- 
bonds and tugitives, but licenſed and 
encouraged by their Prince, and ani- 
mated with a laudable deſire of en- 
larging the Britiſh dominion, and 
extending its commerce; on the con- 
trary it was ſecured to them and their 
deſcendants, with a!l other rights and 
immunities of Britiſh ſubjects, by a 
royal charter, which hath been inva- 
riably recognized and confirmed by 
His Majeſty and his. predeceſſors in 
their commiſſions to the ſeveral Go- 
vernors, granting a power, and pre- 
ſcribing a form ot legiſlation : accord- 
ing to which, laws for the admini- 
ſtration of juſtice, and for the n 
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and good government of the colony, 


have been enacted by the Governor, 
Council and General Aﬀembly ; and 
to them requiſitions and applications 
for ſupplies have been directed by the 
crown. As an inſtance of the opi- 
nion Which former ſovereigns enter- 
tained of theſe rights and privileges, 
we beg leave to refer to three acts of 
the General Aſſembly, paſſed in the 
*thirty-ſecond year of the reign of 
King Charles the Second (one of 
winch is intitled, An act for  rai- 
ſing a . publick re wenuè for the better 
ſupport of the government of His Ma- 
je/ty's Colony of Virginia, 1mpoling: 
ſeveral duties for that purpoſe) whica 
being thought abſolutely neceſſary, 


were prepared in England, and 


ſent over by their then Governor, the 
Lord Culpepper, to be paſſed by the 
General Aſſembly, with a full power 
to give the royal aſſent thereto ; and 
which were accordingly paſſed after 
ſeveral amendments were made to 
them here. Thus tender was His 
Majeſty of the rights of his American 
ſubjects: and the remonſtrants do not 
diſcern by what diſtinction they can 
be deprived of that ſacred birthright 
and moſt valuable inheritance, by 
their fellow- ſubjects; nor with what 
propriety they can be taxed or affected 
in their eſtates by the parliament, 
wherein they are not, and indeed 
cannot, conſtitutionally be repre- 
ſented. 

And if it were proper for the par- 
liament to impoſe taxes on the colo- 
nies at all, which the remonſtrants 
take leave to think would be incon- 
ſiſtent with the fundamental princi- 
ples of the conſtitution, the exerciſe 
of that power at this time would be 
ruinous to Virginia, who exerted her- 
ſelf in the late war it is feared beyond 
her ſtrength ; inſomuch that to re- 
deem the money granted for that exi- 
gence, her people are taxed for ſe- 
veral years to come: this, with the 
large expences incurred for defending 


* 


the frontiers againſt the reſtleſs In- 
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dians, who have infeſted her as much 
ſince the peace as before, is ſo grie- 
vous that an increaſe of the burthen 
will be intolerable ; eſpecially as the 
people are very greatly diſtreſſed al- 
ready from the ſcarcity of circulating 


caſh amongſt them, and from the lit- 


tle value of their ſtaple at the Britiſh 
markets. 

And it is preſumed, that adding ta 
that load which the colony now la- 


bours under, will not be more op- 
preſſive to her people than deſtructive 


of the intereſt of Great-Britain: for 
the plantation trade, confined as it is 
to the mother- country, hath been a 
principal means of multiplying and 
inriching her inhabitants; and if not 
too much diicouraged, may prove an 
inexhauſtible ſource of treaſure to the 
nation. For ſatisfaction in this point, 
let the preſent ſtate of the Britiſh 
fleet and trade be compared with 
what they were before the ſettlement 
of the colonies ; and let it be conſi- 
dered, that whilſt property in land 
may be acquired on very ealy terms, 
in the vaſt uncultivated territory of 
North America, the coloniſts will be 
moſtly, if not wholly employed in 
agriculture ; whereby the exportation 
ot their commodities to Great-Britain, 
and the conſumption of their manu- 
factures ſupplied from thence, will 
be daily increaſing. But this moſt 
deſirable connection between Great- 
Britain and her colonies, ſupported 
by ſuch an happy intercourſe of reci- 
procal benefits as is continually ad- 
vancing the proſperity of both, muſt 
be interrupted, 1f the people of the 
latter, reduced to extreme poverty, 
ſhould be compelled to manufaQure 
thoſe articles they have been hitherto 
furniſhed with from the former. 

From theſe conſiderations it is hop- 
ed that the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons will not proſecute a mea- 
ſure, which thoſe who may ſuffer it 
cannot but look upon as fitter for 
exiles driven from their native coun- 


try 
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try aſter ignominiouſly forfeiting her 
favours and protection, than for the 
poſterity of Britons, who have at all 
times been forward to demonſtrate all 
due reverence to the mother-kingdom, 
and are fo inſtrumental in promoting 


her glory and felicity; and that Bri- 


- tiſh patriots will never conſent to the 
exerciſe of anti- conſtitutional power; 
which even in this remote corner 
may be dangerous in its example to 

the interior parts of the Britith em- 
pire, and will certainly be detrimen- 
tal to its commerce. 


To the Honourable the Commons of 


Great-Britain in Parliament aſſem- 

bled. 

The Petition of the Council and Houſe 

Y Repreſenta:ives of bis Majeſty's 

rovince of Maſjachuſets Bay, 
Meft humbly ſhiweth, 

That the act paſſed in the laft ſeſ- 

fon of parliament entitled, An act 
ranting certain duties in the Briliſh co- 
onies and plantations in America, Tc. 
muſt neceſſarily bring many burdens 
on the inhabitants of thofe colonies 
and plantations, which your pu 
tioners conceive, would not have been 
impoſed, if a full repreſentation of 
the ſtate of the colonies had been 
made to this honourable houſe. 

That the duties laid upon foreign 
ſugars and molaſſes by a former act 
of parliament, entitled, An af for 
the better ſecuring and encouraging the 
trade of his Majfty's ſugar contes in 


America: if the act had been exccu- 


ted with rigor, muſt have had the 
effect of an abſolute prohibition. 

That the duties laid on thoſe arti- 
eles by the preient act ſtill remain 
ſo great, that, however others. iſe in- 
tended, they muſt unuwoubcedly have 
the ſame effect. 

That the importation of furcign 
molaſſes into this province in pai tic u- 
lar, is of the oreatcit imperten E, 
and a prokibition will be prejudicial 
to many branches of its trade, and 
will leflen the conſumption of the 
manufactures of Great-Eritun, 
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That this importance does not aft 
merely nor principally from the ne. 
ceſſity of foreign molaſſes, in order 
to its being conſumed or diſtilled 
within this province, 

That if the trade for many year; 
carried on for foreign molaſſes can 
no lenger be continued, a vent cannot 
be found for more than one half the 
fiſh of inferior quality, which is 


* and cured by the inhabitants 


ot this province; the French pe. mit. 
ting no fiſh to be carried by foreign. 
ers to «ny of their iſlands, unleis it 
be bartered or exchanged for mo- 
laſſes. | 
That if there be no fale of fiſh of 
inferior quality, it will be im poſſible 
to continue the ſiſnery; the fiſh uſual. 
ly fevt to Ewope wil then coſt ſo 
ear, that the French will be able to 
underſell the Engliſh at all the Euro- 
pean markets, and by this means one 
ot the moſt valuable returns to Great- 
Britain will be utterly loſt, and that 
great nurſery of ſeamen d ftroyed. 
That the reſtraints laid upon the 
exportation of timber, boards, ſtaves, 
and other lumber from the colonies 
to Ireland and other parts of Europe, 
except Great Britain, muſt greatly 
affect the trade of this province, and 
diſcouroge the clearing and improv- 
ing the lands which are yet unculti- 
vated. 


That the powers given by the late 


act to the court ot vi e-admiralty con- 


ſtituted over all An erica, are fo ex- 
preſſed, as to leave it doubtful, whe- 
ther goods ſeized for illicit importa- 


tion in any of che co onies, may not 


be re moved to any other colony where 
the judge may reſtue, although at 
many hun red miles diſtance from the 
place ct ſeizu e. 1 

J hat, if this conſtr ction ſhould be 
admittcd, many p r. ons, however le- 
g. iy th ir go0.us may hive been im- 


porte, muſt iofe th ir proper ty, 
niciely trom an ina bili y cf fol. in 

atter it, and miking that defence 
which they might do, it the trial had 
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been in the colony where the goods 
were ſeized; that this conſtruction 
would be ſo much the more grievous, 
ſeeing that in America, the officers 
by this act are indemnified in caſe of 
ſeizure, whenſoever the judge of ad- 
miralty ſhall certify that there was 
probable cauſe ; and the claimant can 
neither have coſts, nor maintain an 
action againſt the perſons ſeizing, how 
much ſoever he may have expended 
in defence of his property. 

That the extenſion of the powers 
of courts of vice-admiralty, have, ſo 
far as the juriſdiction of the ſaid courts 
have been extended, deprived the co- 
lonies of one of the moſt valuable of 
Engliſh liberties, trials by juries. 

That every act of parliament, 
which in this reſpect diſtinguiſhes his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the colonies, 
from their fellow- ſubjects in Great- 
Britain, muſt create a very ſenſible 
concern and grief. 

That there have been communica- 
ted to your petitioners ſundry reſolo- 
tions of the Houſe of Commons in 
their laſt ſeflion, for impoſing ſtamp 
duties or taxes upon the inhabitants 
of the colonies, confideration whereof 
was referred to the next ſeſſion. 

That your petitioners acknow- 
ledge with all gratitude, the tender- 
neſs of the legiſlature of Great-Bri- 
tain, of the liberties and privileges of 
the ſubjects in the colonies, who have 
always judged by their repreſenta- 
tives, both of the way and manner 
in which internal taxes ſhould be rai- 
{ed within the reſpective govern- 
ments. | | 

That they humbly hope the colo- 
nies in general have ſo demeaned 
themſelves, more eſpecially during 
the late war, as ſtill to deſerve the 
continuance of all thoſe liberties and 
privileges which they have hitherto 
enjoyed. 

That although during the war the 
taxes upon the colonies Were greater 
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than they have been ſince the conclu- 
fron of it, yet the ſources by which 
the inhabitants were-enabled to pay 
their taxes having ceaſed, and their 
trade being decayed, they are not ſa 
able to pay the taxes they are ſub- 
jetted to in time of peace, as they 
were the greater taxes in time of 
war. 

That one principal difficulty which 
has ever attended the trade of the co- 
lonies proceeds from the ſcarcity of 
money, which ſcarcity is cauſed 
the balance of trade with Great-Bri- 
tain, which has been continually a- 
gainſt the colonies. 

That the drawing ſums of money 
from the colonies from time to time, 
mult diſtreſs the trade to that degree, 
that eventually Great-Britain muſt 
loſe more by the diminution of the 
conſumption of her manufactures, 
than all the ſums which it is poſſible 
for the colonies thus to pay can coun- 
tervail. | 

That they humbly conceive, if the 
taxes which the inhabitants of this 
province are obliged annually to pay 
towards the ſupport of the internal 
government, the reſtraint they are 
under in their trade, for the benefit 
of Great-Britain, and the conſump- 
tion thereby occaſioned of Britiſh ma- 
nufactures be all confidered, and have 
their due weight, it muſt appear, 
that the ſubjects in this province, are 
as fully burthened as their fellow- 
ſubjects in Britain, and that they are, 
whilſt in America, more beneficial 
to the nation than they could be if 
they ſhould be removed to Britain, 
and there held to a full proportion of 
the national taxes and duties of every 
kind. 

Vour petitionerz therefore moſt 
humbly pray, that they may be reliev- 
ed from the burdens, which tney have 
humbly repreſented to have been 
brought upon them by the late act of 
parliament, . as to the wiſdom of the 
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honourable houſe ſhall ſeem meet; 
that the privileges of the colonies, re- 
lative to their internal taxes, which 
they have ſo long enjoyed, may ſtill 
be continued to them, or that the 
conſideration of ſuch taxes upon the 
colonies may be referred until your 
petitioners, in conjunction with the 
other governments, can have oppor- 
tunity to make a more full repreſenta- 
tion of the ſtate and condition of the 
colonies, and the intereſt of Great- 
Britain with regard to them. 

. The Petitions and Repreſentations 
from New-York, Rhode-Iſland, &c. are 
#6 the Jame effect. 


On Friday the 15th of May, 1767, 
Mr. Fuller having reported to the 
Houſe of Commons from the com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, to whom 
it was referred, to conſider of the 
Jeveral papers which had been pre- 
HJented to the houſe this ſeſſion of par- 
liament, relating to the North Ame- 
rican colonies—-ſfeveral reſolutions, 
importing, That it appeared to the 
committee, that the Houſe of Re- 
- preſentatives of his Majeſty's province 
of New-York, have, in direct diſobe- 
dence of the authority of the legiſla- 
tureof Great-Britain, refuſed to make 
proviſion for ſupplying with neceſſa- 
ries his Majeſty's troops, in ſuch 
manner as is required by an act of 
parliament, made in the 5th year of 
his Majeſty's reign, intituled, An 
act to amend and render more ef- 
fectual, in his Majeſty's dominions 
© in America, an at paſled in this pre- 
« ſent ſeſſions of parliment, entitled, 
An act for puniſhing mutiny and 
deſertion, and for the better pay- 


« ment of the army and their quar- 


© ters.” 

Alſo that it appeared to the com- 
mittee, that an act of aſſembly hath 
been paſſed in the ſaid province, for 
furniſhing the barracks in the cities 


of New-York and Albany, with fire- 
, 
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wood and candles, and other neceſſz. 


ries therein mentioned, for his Ma. 
jeſty's forces, inconſiſtent with the a 
proviſions, and in oppoſition to the h 
directions of the ſaid act of parlia. Ml © 
ment. 10 


Alſo, that it is the opinion of the 
committee, that until proviſion ſhall 11 
have been made by the ſaid Aſſembly, Ml ©; 
for furniſhing the King's troops, with 


all the neceſſaries required by the ſaid 1 
act of parliament, the governor, coun- * 
cil, and aſſembly, be reſpectively re. W _- 


ſtrained and prohibited from paſſing * 
or aſſenting to any act of Aſembly, 
for any other purpoſe whatever; 


and in conſequence of theſe reſolu- 2 
tions, a bill was brought in, and 0 
paſſed. \ fir 

In the debate on this bill Gov, ur 
Pownall ſaid, Are you determined from I & 
hence to direct and regulate the quar. W _ 
tering of the King's troops in North i c. 
America ! Do it in a way that bring WW . 
it home to the executive power there, Wl h 
to carry your directions and regula iſ .: 
tions into execution; explain and 
amend your act: make it practicable 8 


make it effective; and then you may 
fairly decide whether they deny you WW 
ſovereignty or not. You will find © 
they do not. If you think your way 
of making an hh and certain 
roviſion for the charge of this ſervice, 
is by the parliament's impoſing a tax 
upon the people for that purpoſe; 
and that you have power, and it 1 
adviſeable to exert that power, to ef. 
fectuate ſuch ſupply, by ſuch tax, you 
need not heſitate ta avow it openly 
and directly; for the people of the 
colonies, from one end of the contt- 
nent to the other, do invariably con- 
ſider the clauſe in the act of parlia- 
ment, directing how that charge ſhall 
be ſupplied, as an internal tax impoſed 
upon them,— It is from this idea, that 
every act of obedience, as well as of 
diſobedience to your act of parlia- 


ment, mult be conſtrued aud wipes 


ed. Thoſe whom you are willing to 
underſtand as having obeyed your 
aft, have contrived to do it in a mode 
which neither recognizes the act of 

liament, nor ſubmits to the tax- 
ation—as ſuch. And although you 
repreſent the aſſembly of the province 
of New-York alone, as having revolt- 
ed againſt this power — believe me, 
there is not à province, a colony, or a 
plantation, that will ſubmit to a tax 
thus impoſed, more than New-York 
will. All have ſhewn their readineſs 
to execute this ſervice of quartering 
25 an act of their own—all have, in 
their zeal to provide for it, by a grant 
of their own, provided a ſupply to 
anſwer the expence ;—but not one 
ſingle aſſembly has or ever will, act 
under the powers and proviſions of 
this act, as acknowledging, and, in 
conſequence thereof apportioning, a{- 
ſeſſing, and levying, the ſupply, as 
a tax impoſed by parliament. They 
have either acted without taking no- 
tice at all of this act of parliament, 
or have contrived ſome way or other 
to vary in ſome particulars, ſufficient 
to make the execution and the tax an 
act of their own. —Try the conduct 
of every province and colony through 
by this rule, and you will find nothing 
particular in the caſe of New- Vork 
Don't fancy that you can divide the 
people upon this point, and that you 
need only divide to govern —you will 
by this conduct only unite them the more 
inſeparably—you will make the cauſe 
of New-York a common cauſe and 
will call up every other province and 
colony to ſtand forth in their juſtifica- 
tion—while New-York, learning from 
the complexion of your meaſure, how 
to avoid or evade the purport of your 


enforcing bill, will ſuſpend the force of 


it, inſtead of it /u/pending the aſſembly 
of that province, againit whom it 1s 
brought forward. 5 
The clauſe in the quartering act, 
direRing that the ſupply for reim- 
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burſing the expence of quartering the 
troops hall be raiſed by the reſpective 
aſſemblies of the provinces or colo- 
nies— which is by all the people of 
America, conſidered as (and is indeed) 


a tax impoſed by parliament, has 


brought in fact, into diſcuſſion, thas 
queſtion of the right of taxation, which 
the cautious and (what I think) im- 
prudent wiſdom of many have en- 
deavoured to keep wrapped up and 
ſuſpended in theory, —Thoſe things 
which ſchemes of policy wiſhed to 
hold in queſtion —acts and deeds will 
bring into deciſion. You have, on 
one hand, by your declaratory law, 
aſſerted your right and power of tax- 
ation over the colonies, and ſo far as 
this act goes, you have exerted that 
power. On the other hand, it is a 
fact which the Houſe ought to be ap- 
prized of in all its extent, 'THar 
THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA, UNI- 
VERSALLY, UNITEDLY, AND un- 
ALTERABLY, ARE RESOLVED NOT 
TO SUBMIT TO ANY INTERNAL 
TAX IMPOSED UPON THEM BY ANT” 
LEGISLATURE, IN WHICH THEY 
HAVE NOT A SHARE BY REPRESEN= 
TATIVES OF THEIR OWN ELECTIONe« 

This claim muſt not be under- 
ſtood, as though it were only the pre- 
tences of party-leaders and dema- 
gogues; as though it were only the 
viſions of ſpeculative enthuſiaſts ; as 
though it were the mere ebullition of 
a faction which muſt ſubſide; as 
though it were only temporary or 
partial—it is the cool, deliberate, 
principled maxim of every man of 
buſineſs in the country.” 


The following Petition from the Mer- 
chants of New-York, was preſented 
to the Houſe of Commons in this 

Jelfion. 

This petition ſet forth, © That the 
commerce of the North American co- | 
lonies is ſo ſeverely clogged and re- 
ſtricted by the ſtatutes of the 4th and 
Y 2 6th 
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Gth of his preſent Majeſty's reign, as 
to afford a melancholy preſage of its 
deſtruction, the fatal effects of which, 
though firſt felt there, muſt be finally 
transferred to Great Britain, and cen- 
ter with her merchants and manufac- 
turers: that an evil ſo extenſive, could 
not fail of alarming the petitioners, 
whoſe ſituation expoſes them to the 
firſt impreſſion of this calamity; 
whence they think it their duty to 
implore the houſe to reſume the con- 
fideration of the plantation trade, for 
effectual redreſs. It is the fingular 
diſadvantage of the Northern Britiſh 
colonies, that, while they ſtand in 
need of vaſt quantities of the manu- 
factures of Great Britain, the country 
produces very little that affords a di- 
rect remittance thither in payment, 
and therefore from neceflity they have 
been driven to ſeck a market for their 
produce, and by a courſe of traffic, 
to acquire either money or ſuch mer- 
chandize, as would anſwer the pur- 
poſe of a remittance, and enable 

them to ſuſtain their credit with their 
mother country: as the nature of 
the petitioners commerce, when free 
from the late reſtraints, ought to be 
underſtood, they beg leave to obſcrve, 
that their produce then ſent to our 
own and the foreign iſlands, was 


chiefly bartered for ſugar, rum, me- 


lafſes, cotton, and indigo; that the 
ſugar, cotton, and indigo, ſerved as 
remittance to Great Britain, which 
the rum and melaſſes conſtituted ef. 
ſential branches of their commerce, 
and enabled them to barter with our 
own colonies for fiſh and rice, and by 
that means to purſue a valuable trade 
- with Spain, Portugal and Italy, where 
they chiefly obtained money, or bills 
of exchange in return, and likewiſe 
qualified them for adventures to Afti- 
ca, where they had the advantage of 
putting off great quantities of Britiſh 
manufactures, and of receiving in ex- 


change gold, ivory, and flaves, which 


laſt being diſpoſed of in the Weft In. 
dia iſlands, commanded money or 
bills: rum was indiſpenſable in their 
Indian trade, and with Britiſh manu. 
factures, procured furs and ſking, 
which both ſerved for conſiderable re. 


turns to Great Britain, and encreaſed 


its revenue. The trade to the bay of 
Honduras was alſo of great impor. 
tance, it being managed with ſmall 
cr rgoes of proviſions, rum, and Bri. 
tiſh manufactures, which, while they 
were at liberty to ſend foreign log- 
wood to the different ports in Europe 
furniſhed them with another valuable 
remittance. From this view, it it 
evident that ſugar, rum, melafles and 
logwood, with cotton and indigo, 
are the eſſentials of their return car. 
goes, and the chief ſources, from 
which, in a courſe of trade they have 
maintained their credit with Great- 
Britain. That confidering the pro- 
digious conſumption of the produce of 
the Weſt Indies in Great Britain, Ire. 
land, and the colonies on the conti- 
nent of America; the rapid increaſe 
of thoſe colonies; the vaſt acceſſion 
of ſubjects by the late conqueſts; the 
utter incapacity of our own iſland to 
ſupply ſo great a demand, will, the 
petitioners preſume, be out of all 
queſtion z on the other hand, the 
lumber produced from clearing this 
immenſe territory, and the proviſions 
extracted from a fertile foil, muſt 
raiſe a ſupply for exportation much 
reater than all our iſlands can con- 

ume; it feems therefore conſiſtent 

with ſound policy, to indulge thoſe 
colonies both in the free and unre- 
ſtrained exportation of all the lumber 
and produce they can ſpare, and an 
ample importation of ſugar; rum and 
melaſſes, to ſupply the various branch- 
es of their trade; ſince without the 
one the clearing of lands will be diſ- 
couraged ; and proviſions, for want 
of vent, become of little profit to the 
farmer; without the other, the pe- 
t1:10ners 
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titioners muſt be plunged into a total 
incapacity of making good their pay- 
ments of Britiſh debts ; their credit 
muſt fink, and their imports from 
Great Britain gradually diminiſh, till 
they are contracted to the narrow 
compaſs of remittances, in articles of 
their own produce ; whence the colo- 
nies muſt, from inevitable neceſſity, 
betake themſelves to manufactures of 
their own, which will be attended 
with conſequences very detrimental to 
thoſe of Great Britain. 

The petitioners having thus repre- 
ſented the nature of their commerce, 
humbly beg leave to point out the ſe- 
veral grievances under which it la- 
bours, from the regulations preſcribed 
by the two before- mentioned acts. 
The heavy embarraſſments, which at- 
tend the article of ſugar, is a capital 
ſubject of complaint; and, beſides 
the abſolute neceſſity of a great im- 
portation to ſuſtain their trade, it of- 
ten happens, that at the foreign 
iſlands a ſufficient return- cargo inde- 
pendent of ſugar, cannot be procured, 
which renders trade precarious and 
diſcouraging; beſides, the high duty 
of 5s. ſterling a hundred, is found by 
experience to be ſo exceſſive, that it 
has induced the fair trader to decline 
that branch of bufineſs, while, to 
people leſs ſcrupulous, it preſents an 
irreſiſtible temptation to ſmuggling. 
That the preſſure of this duty is not 
aggravated, the petitioners appeal to 
the officers of the cuſtoms of their 
port, who muſt confeſs that there 


have not been wanting inſtances 


where merchants have been driven to 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of bringing 
their very plate into the cuſtom-houſe 
to diſcharge it. "The petitioners there- 
fore moſt humbly intreat that a more 
moderate duty be laid on foreign 
ſupars, which, they are aſſured, would 
not only greatly promote the proſpe- 
rity both of thoſe colonies and their 
mother country, but encreaſe the 


. ſtraints, 
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royal revenue far beyond what can 
be expected under the preſent re- 
The compelling merchants 
to land and ſtore foreign ſugars in 
Great Britain, before they are ex- 
ported to other parts of Europe, is 
another expenſive and dilatory re- 
ſtriction, without being of any ma- 


terial advantage to the revenue of 


Great Britain; for it puts it out of 


the petitioners power to meet foreign- 


ers at market upon an equal footing. 
'That Britiſh plantation ſugar export- 
ed from North America, ſhould be de- 
clared French on being landed in 
England, the petitioners conceive may 
be juſtly clafled among the number 


of hardſhips inflited by thoſe regu- 


lations, as in effect it deprives them 
of making a remittance in that article, 
by expoſing them to the payment of 
the foreign duty in Great Britain, 
which appears the moſt ſevere, as 
their fellow- ſubjects of the iſlands are 
left at liberty to export thoſe ſugars 
for what they really are, and a diſ- 
tinction 1s formed which the petition- 
ers cannot but regard with uneaſineſs- 
That foreign rum, French excepted, 
is the next article which the petition- 
ers moſt hnmbly propoſe for confide- 
ration, as its importation, on a mo- 
derate duty, would add confiderably 
to the revenue, prevent ſmuggling, 
encreaſe the ſale of Britiſh manufac- 
tures, and enable the petitioners to 
bring back the full value of their car- 
goes, more eſpecially from the Daniſh 
iſlands ot St. Thomas and St. Croix 

where they can only receive half the 
value in ſugar and cotton, and con- 
ſequently rum alone can be expected 
for the other half, thoſe iſlands hav- 
ing no ſpice but of a baſe kind. That 
it 15 with the greateſt concern the pe- 
titioners obſerve, that foreign log- 
wood is allo made ſubje& to the de- 
lay, hazard, and expence of being 
landed in Great Britain ; which with 
its low price, its bulk, and the duty 
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with which it is now burthened, muſt 
totally deſtroy that valuable branch 
of the petitioners commerce, and 
throw it into the hands of foreigners 
unfettered with thoſe heavy embarraſſ- 
ments. 'That their lumber and pot- 
aſh, even when ſhipped for Ireland, 
where the latter is fo neceſſary for the 
progreſs of their linen manufacture, 
and even proviſions, though intended 
to relieve that kingdom from a fa- 
mine, are ſubject to the ſame diſ- 
treſſing impediments; nor is flax-ſeed 
on the timely importation of which 
the very exiſtence of the linen manu- 
ſacture immediately depends, exempt- 
ed: yet both flax-ſeed, lumber, and 

t-alh, may all be imported into 
| directly from. the Baltic, where 
they are purchaſed from foreigners 
under the national diſadvantage of 
being paid for with money inſtead of 
manufactures; the petitioners, there- 
ſore, humbly beg leave to expreſs 
their hopes, that an evil ſo highly 

ejudicial to them, to the ſtaple of 
13 and to the trade and manu- 
factures of Great Britain, will not 
fail of obtaining the attention of the 
Houſe, and an immediate and effec- 
tual redreſs, The petitioners beg 
teave further to repreſent, that the 
wines from the iſlands, in exchange 
for wheat, flour, fiſh and lumber, 
would conſiderably augment the im- 
portant article of remittance, was the 
American duty withdrawn on expor- 
tation to Great Britain: it 1s there- 
fore humbly ſubmitted to the Houſe, 
whether ſuch an expedient, calculated 
at once to attach the inhabitants to 
huſbandry, by encreaſing the conſump- 
tion of American produce, to encour- 
age Britiſh manufactures by enabling 
the petitioners to make good their 
payments, and to encreaſe the royal 
revenue by an additional import of 
wines into Great Britain, will not be 
conſiſtent with the united 1ntereſts 


bath of the mother country and her 
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colonies. The petitioners alſo con- 

ceive that the North American fiſhery + 
15 of the higheſt national importance, 
ſince, by annually employing ſo great 
a number of ſhipping, it conſtitutes. 
a reſpectable nurſery for ſeamen, and 
is ſo advantageous in remittances in 
payment for Britiſh manufactures; 
whence the petitioners humbly pre- 
ſume it will be cheriſhed by the 
Houſe, andevery impediment removed 
that tends to check its progreſs. The 
enlarging the juriſdiction of the ad- 
miralty is another part of the fourth 
of his Majeſty's reign, very grievous 
to the trade and navigation of the 
colonies, and oppreſſive to the ſub- 


jects. The petitioners beg leave to 


expreſs their warmeſt ſentiments of 
gratitude for the advantages intended 
by parliament in the opening free 
ports in the iſlands of Jamaica and 
Dominica; yet, at the ſame time, can- 
not but lament their being ſo unhappy 
as to be unable to regp the benefits, 
which, it was imagined, would flow 
from ſo wiſe a policy. The collect- 
ing great quantities of the produce of 
Martinico, Guadaloupe, &c. at the 
iſland of Dominica, would be of real 
advantage to the colonies, were they 
permitted to take them in return for 
their lumber and proviſions; but as 
they are now prohibited from taking 
any thing but melaſſes, the petition- 
ers think it evident, that they can 
derive no ſubſtantial adyantage under 
ſuch a reſtraint, and are unable to 
diſcern the principle on which the 
prohibition is founded; for ſince ſu- 
gar may be imported directly from 
the foreign iſlands, it ſeems much 

more reafonable to ſuffer it from a 

free port belonging to Great Britain. 

'The petitioners, therefore humbly 

hope, that the Houſe will think it 

equitable to adant this trade to their 

circumſtances, by granting them li- 

berty to 1mport into the colonies all 

Welt India productions, in exchange 
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For their commodities; and that, upon 
the whole, the petitioners, with the 


greateſt anxiety, find themſelves o- 


bliged to inform the Houſe, that al- 
though, at the laſt ſeſſon, the neceſſi- 
ty of relieving the trade of thoſe colo- 
nies ſeems to have been univerſally 
admitted, and the tender regard of 
parliament for their happineſs highly 
diſtinguiſhed ; nevertheleſs, experi- 
ence has evinced, that the commer- 
cial regulations then enacted, inſtead 
of remedying, have encreaſed the hea- 
vy burthen under which it already la- 
boured. Hence, upon due conſidera- 
tion, nothing can be more manifeſt, 
than that the ability of thoſe colonies 
to purchaſe the manufactures of Great 
Britain, immediately depends upon, 
and is inſeparably connected with the 
progreſs of their commerce ; and that 
ability, by removing the neceſſity of 
home manufactures, would leave them 
at liberty to purſue agriculture,” in 
which their intereſt conſiſts. The 
petitioners, therefore, pray the houſe 
to take the above into conſideration, 
and to grant ſuch relief therein as 
ſhall be thought conſiſtent with good 
policy, and the mutual ijitereſts of 


Great Britain and her colonies. 


The petition was ordered to lie up- 
on the table: no other notice was 
taken of it. 


A Letter to Dennis De Berdt, E; 

. Agent for the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives. 

Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 

95 January 12, 1768. 

8 . 
Since the laſt ſitting of the general 


court, divers acts of parliament rela- 


ting to the colonies have arrived here: 
and as the people of this province 
had no ſhare in the framing thoſe 
laws, in which they are ſo deepl 
intereſted, the Houſe of Repreſen- 


tatives, who are conſtitutionally en- 
truſted by them as the 


uardians 


ef their rights and liberties, have 


thought it their indiſpenſable duty 
carefully to peruſe them; and having 
ſo done, to point out ſuch matters in 
them as appear to be grievous to their 
conſtituents, and to ſeek redreſs. 

The fundamental rules of the con- 
ſtitution are the grand ſecurity of all 
Britiſh ſubjects; and 1t is a ſecurity 
which they are all equally entitled. ts 
in all parts of his Majeſty's extended 
dominions. The ſupreme legiſlative, 
in every free ſtate, derives its power 
from the conſtitution, by the funda- 
mental rules of which it is bounded 
and circumſcribed. As a legiſlative 
power is eſſentially requiſite, where 
any powers of government are exer- 
ciſed, it is canceived, the ſeveral le- 
giſlative bodies in America were e- 
rected, becauſe their exiſtence, and 
the free exerciſe of their power with- 
in their ſeveral limits, are effentially 
important and neceflary, to preſerve 
to his Majeſty's ſubjects in America 
the advantages of the fundamental 
laws of the conſtitution. 

When we mention the rights of 
the ſubjects in America, and the in- 
tereſt we have in the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, in common With all other Bri- 


tiſh ſubjects, we cannot juſtly be ſuſ- 


peed of the moſt diſtant thought of 
an independency on Great Britain. 
Some, we know, have 1magined 
this of the coloniſts; and others may 


perhaps have induſtriouſly propagates 


it, to raiſe groundleſs and unreaſon- 
able jealouſies of them: but it is fo 
far from the truth, that we apprehend 
the colonies would refuſe it it offered 
to them, and would even deem it the 
greateſt misfortune to be obliged to 
accept it. They are far from being 
inſenſible of their happineſs in being 
connected with the mother country, 
and of the mutual benefits derived 
from it to both: it is therefore the in- 
diſpenſible duty of all, to cultivate 
and eſtabliſh a mutual harmony, and 
to promote the intercourſe of good. of 

ces 


168 
fices betwee them : and while both 
have the free enjoyment of the rights 
of our happy conſtitution, there will 
be no grounds of envy and diſcontent 
in the one, nor of jealouſy and miſ- 
truſt in the other. | | 
It is the glory of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, that it hath its foundation in 
the law of God and nature: It is an 
eſſential natural right, that a man 
ſhall quietly enjoy, and have the ſole 
diſpoſal of his own property: this right 
is adopted into the conſtitution : this 
natural and conſtitutional right 1s fo 
familiar to the American ſubjeQs, 
that it would be difficult, if poſſible, 
to convince them, that any neceſſity 
can render 1t juſt, equitable, and rea- 
ſonable, in the nature of things, that 
the parliament ſhould impoſe duties, 
ſubſidies, talliages, and taxes, upon 


them, internal or external, for the 


ſole purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. The 
reaſon is obvious; becauſe they can- 
not be repreſented, and therefore 
their conſent cannot be conſtitutional- 
ly had in parliament. 

When the parliament, ſoon after 
che repeal of the ſtamp- act, thought 
proper to paſs another act, declazing 
the authority, power, and right of 
23 to make laws that ſhould 

e binding on the colonies in all caſes 
whatever, it is probable, that acts for 
levying taxes on the colonies, exter- 
nal and internal, were included: for 
the act made the laſt year, im- 
poſing duties oy paper, glaſs, &c. as 
well as the ſugar- acts and the ſtamp- 
act, are, to all intents and purpoſes, 
in form as well as in ſubſtance, as 
much revenue acts as thoſe for the 
land- tax, cuſtoms and exciſes in Eng- 
land. The neceſſity of eſtabliſhing 
@ revenue in America is expreſs- 
ly mentioned in the preambles: they 
were originated in the honourable 
Houſe of Commons, as all other mo- 
ney and revenue bills are; and the 
Property of the colonies, with the 
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ſame form, ceremony and expreſſions 
of loyalty and duty, is thereby given 
and granted to his Majeſty, as they 
uſually give and grant their own. But 
we humbly conceive that objections to 
acts of this kind may be ſafely, if 
decently made, if they are of dan- 
gerous tendency in point of com- 
merce, policy, and the true and real 
intereſt of the whole empire. It may, 
and if it can, it ought to be made to 
appear, that ſuch acts are grievous to 
the ſubject, burthenſome to trade, 


ruinous to the nation, and tending 


on the whole to injure the revenue of 
the crown. And ſurely, if ſuch migh- 
ty inconveniencies, evils and miſchiefs 
can be pointed out with decency and 
perſpicuity, there will be the higheſt 
reaſon not only to hope for, but 


fully to expect redreſs. 


It is obſervable, that though many 
have diſregarded life and contemned 
liberty, yet there are few men wha 


do not agree that property is a valu- 


able acquifition, which ought to be 
held ſacred. Many have fought, and 
bled, and died for this, who have 
been inſenfble to all other obligati- 
ons. Thoſe who ridicule the ideas of 
right and juſtice, faith and truth a- 
mong men, will put à high value up- 
on money: property is admitted to 
have an exiſtence even in the ſavage 
{tate of nature : the bow, the arrow, 


and the tomahawk : the hunting and 


the fiſhing ground, are ſpecies of pro- 
perty as important to an American 
lavage, as pearls, rubies and dia» 


monds are to the Mogul or a Nabob 


in the Eaſt, or the lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, meſſuages, oof and 
ſilver of the Europeans. And if pro- 
perty is neceſſary for the ſupport of 
ſavage life, it is by no means leis fo 
in civil ſociety, The Utopian ichemes 
of levelling, and a community of 

oods, are as viſionary and impracti- 
cable, as thoſe which veſt all proper- 


ty in the crown, are arbitrary, de- 


ſpotick, 


conſtitutional. Now, what property 
can the coloniſts be concerved to have, 
if their money may be granted away 
by others without their conſent? This 
moſt certainly zs the preſent caſe : for 
they were in no ſenſe repreſented in 
parliament when this act tor railing a 
revenue in America was made. The 
ſtamp- act was grievouſly congplained 
of by all the colonies; and is there 
any real difierence between this and the 
ſtamp- act? They were both deligned 
to raiſe a revenue in America, and in 
the ſame manner, viz. by duties on 


certain commodities : the payment of 


the duties impoſed by the ſtamp-act᷑ 
might have been eluded by a total diſ- 
ule of the ſtamped paper; and io may 
the payment of theſe duties, by the 
total diſute of the articles on which 
they are laid: but in neither caſe 
without difliculty. 'Theretore the ſub- 
jects here are reduced to the hard al- 
ternative, either of being obliged to- 
tally to diſuſe articles of the greateſt 
neceſſity in common life, or to pay a 
tax without their conſent, 

The ſecurity of right and property 
1s the great end of government: ſure- 
ly then, ſuch meaſures as tend to ren- 


der right and property precarious, 


tend to deſtroy both property and go- 
vernment ; for theſe muſt ſtand and 
fall together. It would be difficult, if 
poſſible, to ſhew, that the preſent 
plan of taxing the colonies is more fa- 
vourable to them, than that put in 
uſe here before the revolution. It 
leems, by the event, that our an- 
ceſtors were in one reſpect, not in fo 
melancholy a ſituation as we their po- 
ſterity are. In thoſe times, the 
crown and the miniſters of the crown, 
without the intervention of the par- 
hament, demoliſhed charters, and le- 
wied taxes on the colonies at pleaſure. 
Governor Androſs, in the time of 
James the ſecond, declared, that 
wherever an Engliſhman ſets his foot, 
all he hath is the King's; and Dudley 
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ſpotick, and in our government un- 


declared at the council board, and e- 
ven on the ſacred ſeat of juſtice, that 
the privilege of Engliſhmen, not to 
be taxed without their conſent, and 
the laws of England, would not follow 
them to the ends of the earth. It 
was allo, in thoſe days, declated in 
council, that the king's ſubjects in 
New-England did not differ much 
from ſlaves; and that the only dif- 
ference was, that they were not 
bought and ſold: but there was, even 
in thoſe times, an excellent Attorney- 
General, Sir William Jones, who 
was of another mind ; and told King 
James, that he could no more grant 
a commiſſion to levy money on his 
ſubjects in Jamaica, though a con- 
quered iſland, without their conſent 
by an aſſembly, than they could diſ- 
Charge themſelves from their allegi- 
ance to the Engliſh crown. But the 
misfortune of the coloniſts at preſent 
15, that they are taxed by parliament 
without their conſent : this, while the 
parliament continues reſolved to tax 
us, will ever render our caſe, in one 
reſpect, more deplorable and remedi- 
leſs, under the beſt of kings, than 
that of our anceſtors was, under the 
worſt. They found relief by the inter- 
poſition of parliament: but by the in- 
tervention of that very power, we are 
taxed, and can appeal tor relief from 
their final deciſion to no power on 
earth ; for there 1s no power on earth 
above them. 

The original contract between the 
King and the firſt planters here, was 


a royal promiſe in behalf of the na- 


tion, and which till very lately it was 
never queſtioned but the King had a 
power to make; namely, that if the 
adventurers would, at their own coſt 
and charge, and at the hazard of 
their lives and every thing dear to 
them, purchaſe a new world, ſubdue 


a wilderneſs, and thereby enlarge the 


king's dominions, they and heir po- 


ſterity ſhould enjoy ſuch rights and 


privileges as in their reſpective char- 
4 ters 
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ters are expreſſed; which are in gene- 
ral all the rights, liberties and pri- 
vileges of his Majeſty's natural born 
ſubjects within the realm. The prin- 
cipal privilege implied, and in ſome 
of their charters expreſſed, 1s a free- 
dom from all taxes but ſuch as they 
ſhall conſent to in perſon, or by re- 

reſentatives of their own free choice 
and election. The late king James 
broke the original contract of the ſet- 
tlement and government of theſe co- 
lonies : but it proved happy for our 
anceſtors in the end that he had alſo 
broken the original compact with his 
three kingdoms. This left them ſome 

leam of hope : this very thing, final- 

, was the cauſe of deliverance to the 
nation and the colonies, nearly at the 


ſame time: it was the parliament, the 


ſupreme legiſlative and conſtitutional 
check on the ſupreme executive, that 
in time operated effects worthy of it- 


ſelf: the nation and her colonies have 


ſince been happy, and our princes 
patriot kings. The law and reaſon 
teaches that the King can do no 
wrong ; and that neither king nor 
parliament are otherwiſe inclined than 
to juſtice, equity and truth : but the 
law does not. preſume that the King 
may not be deceived, nor that the 
parliament may not be miſin formed: 
if therefore any thing is wrong, it 
muſt be imputed to ſuch cauſes :, how 
far ſuch cauſes have taken place and 
operated againſt the colonies, is hum- 
bly ſubmitted to the reviſion and re- 
conſideration of all. | 
By the common law, the coloniſts 
are adjudged to be natural-born ſub- 
jets ! So they are declared by royal 
charter; and they are ſo, by the ſpirit 


of the law of nature and nations: no 


juriſt, who has the leait regard to his 
reputation 1n the republic of letters, 
will deny that they are entitled to all 
the eſſential rights, liberties, privileges 
and immunities of his Majeſty's natu- 
ral ſubjects, born within the realm. 


The children of his Majeſty's natural 
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born ſubjects, born paſſing and repaſ. 
ſing the ſeas, have by ſundry acts of 
parliament, from Edward the third to 
this time, been declared natural born 
ſubjects: and even foreigners, reſiding 
a certain time in the colonies, are b 


acts of parliament entitled to all the 
rights and privileges of natural-born 


ſubjects. And it is remarkable that 
the act of 13 Geo. II. chap. 7. pre- 
ſuppoſes that the coloniſts are natural. 
born ſubjects; and that they are en- 
titled to all the privileges of ſuch ; as 
appears by the preamble, which we 
ſhall now recite: ** Whereas the in- 
creaſe of people is a means of ad- 
vancing the wealth and ſtrength of 
any nation or country : and whereas 
many foreigners and ſtrangers, from 
the lenity of our government and pu- 
rity of our religion, the benefit of our 
laws, the advantages of our trade, and 
the ſecurity of our property, might be 
induced to come and ſettle in ſome of 
his Majeſty's colonies in America, if 
they were made partakers of the ad- 
vantages and privileges which natural- 
born fubjects f this realm do enjoy: 
which plainly ſhows it to be the ſenſe 
of the nation that the colonies were 
entitled to, and did actually enjoy the 
£dvantages and privileges of natural- 
born ſubjects. But if it could be ad- 
mitted as clearly conſiſtent with the con- 
ſtitution, for the parliament of Great- 
Britain to tax the property of the co- 
lonies, we preſume, it can be made 
to appear to be utterly inconſiſtent 
with the rules of equity that they 
ſhouid, at leaſt at preſent, It muſt 
be conſidered, that by acts of parlia- 
ment, the colonies are prohibited from 
1mporting commodities of the growth 
or manutacture of Europe, except from 
Great- Britain, ſaving a few articles. 
This gives the advantage to Great- 
Britain of raiſing the price of. her 
commodities, and is equal to a tax. 
It is tod obvious to be doubted, that 
by the extraordinary demands, from 
the colonics, of the manufactures of 

| Britain, 
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Britain, occaſioned by this policy, ſhe 
reaps an advantage of at leaſt twenty 

r cent. in the price of them, be- 
yond what the colonies might purchaſe 
them for at foreign markets: the loſs 
therefore to the coloniſts 1s equal to 
the gain which is made in Britain, 
This in reality is a tax, though not a 
direct one: and admitting, that they 
take annually from Great-Britain 
manufactures to the value of two mil- 
lions ſterling, as is generally ſuppo- 
ſed, they then pay an annual tax of 
four hundred thouſand pounds, be- 
ſides the taxes which are directly paid 
on thoſe manufactures in England. 
The ſame reaſoning will hold good 
with reſpect to the many enumerated 
articles of their produce, which the 
colonies are reftrained by act of par- 
liament from ſending to any foreign 
port: by this reſtraint, the market is 
glutted, and conſequently the pro- 
duce ſold, is cheaper; which is an 
advantage to Great-Britain, and an 
equal laſs to, or tax upon the coloniſts. 
Is it reaſonable, then, that the coto- 
nies ſhould be taxed on the Britiſh 
commodities here ? eſpecially when 1t 
is conſidered, that the moſt of them 
ſettled a wilderneſs, and till very 
lately defended their ſettlements with- 
out a farthing's expence to the na- 
tion. They bore their full portion of 
the charges of ſecuring and main- 
taining his Majeſty's rights in Ameri- 
ca, in every war from their firſt ſet- 
tlement, without any conſideration ; 
for the grants of parliament in the 
laſt war were compenſations for an 
overplus of expence on their part: 
many of them, and this province 1n, 
particular, have always maintained 
their own frontiers at their own ex- 
pence; and have alſo frequently de- 
fended his Majeſty's garriſon at An- 
napolis, when it muſt otherwiſe have 
been unavaidably loſt. The nation, in 
the late war, acquired lands equal in 
value ta all the expence ſhe has been 
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at in America, from its ſettlement; 
while the trade of the colonies has 
been only “ ſecured and reſtricted: 
it has not been enlarged, though new 
avenues of beneficial commerce have 
been opened to the mother country. 
The colonies have reaped no ſhare in 
the lands which they helped to con- 
quer, while millions of acres of thoſe 
very lands have been granted, and 
ſtill are granting to people, who, in 
all probability, will never ſee, if they 
ſettle, them. ts 

The appropriation of the monies 
to ariſe by theſe duties is an objection 
of great weight. It is in the firſt 
place, to be applied for the payment 
of the neceſſary charges of the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, and the ſupport 
of civil government in ſuch colonies 
where it ſhall be judged neceſſary. 
This houſe apprehend, it would be 
grievous and of dangerous tendency, 
if the crown ſhould not only appoint 
governors over the ſeveral colonies, 
but allow them ſuch ſtipends as it 
ſhall judge proper, at the expence of 
the people and without their conſent. 
Such a power under a corrupt admi- 
niſtration, it is to be feared, would 
introduce an abſolute government in 
America; at beſt it would leave the 


people in a ſtate of utter uncertainty 


of their ſecurity, which is far from 
being a ſtate of civil liberty. The 
judges in the ſeveral colonies do not 
hold their commiſſions during good 
behaviour; if then they are to have 
ſalaries independent of the people, 
how eaſy will it be for a corrupt go- 
vernor to have a ſet of judges to his 
mind, to deprive a bench of juſtice of 
its glory, and the people of their ſe- 
curity. If the judges of England 
have independent livings, it muſt be 
remembered, that the tenure of their 
commiſſion is during good behaviour, 
which is a ſafeguard to the people: 
and beſides, they are near the throne, 
the fountain of right and juſtice : 
2 2 whereas 
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whereas American judges, as well as 
governors, are at a diſtance from it: 
moreover, it is worth particular no- 
tice, that in all diſputes betwe n 
power and liberty in America, there 
is danger that the greateſt credit will 
always be given to the officers of the 
crown, who are the men in power. 
This we have ſometimes found by ex- 


perience; and it is much to be feared, 


that the nation will fall into ſome 
dangerous miſtake, if ſhe has not al- 
ready, by too great attention to the 
repreſentations of particular perſons, 
and a diiregard to others. 

But the reſidue of theſe monies is 
to be applied by parliament, from 
time to time, for defending, pro- 
tecting and ſecuring the colonies. If 
the government at home is apprehen- 
five that the coloniſts will be back- 
ward in defending themſelves and ſe- 
curing his Majeſty's territories in 
America, it mult have been egregiouſ- 
lv mifinformed. We need look back 
no further than the lait war for evi- 
dence of a contrary diſpoſition : they 
always diſcovered the moſt chearful 
compliance with his Majeſty's requi- 
fitions of men and money for this 
purpoſe. They were then treated as 
free Britiſh ſubje&s, and never failed 
to grant aid to his Majeſty of their 
own free accord, to the extent of 
their ability, and even beyond it ; of 
which, the parliament were then ſo 
ſenſible, that they made them grants, 
from year to year, by way of com- 

enſation for extra ſervices. It is not 
at all to be doubted, but if they are 
Rill conſidered upon the footing of 
ſubjects, they will always diſcover the 
ſame diſpoſition to exert themſelves 
for his Majeſty's fervice and their 


own defence; which renders a ſtand- 


ing army in the colonies a needleſs 
expence. Or, if it be admitted that 
there may be ſome neceſſity for them 
in the conquered province of Canada, 


where the exerciſe of the Romiſh re- 


ligion, ſo deſtructive to civil ſociety, 
is allowed, ſurely there can be no 
need of them in the bowels of the 
old colonies, and even in Cities where 
there is not the leaſt danger of a fo- 
reign enemy, and where the inhabi. 
tants are as ſtrongly attached to hi; 
Majeſty's perſon, family and govern. 
ment, as in Great Britain itſelf, 
There is an Englith affection in the 
coloniſts towarus the mother country, 
which will for ever keep them con- 
nected with her, to every valuable 
purpoſe, unleſs it ſhall be eraſed by 
repeated unkind uſage on her part; 
as Engliſhmen, as well as Britiſh ſub. 
jects, they have an averſion to an un- 
neceſſary ſtanding army, which they 
look upon as dangerous to their civil 
liberties; and confidering the exam- 
ples of ancient times, it ſeems a little 
ſurprizing, that a mother ſtate ſhould 
truſt large bodies of mercenary troops 
in her colonies, at ſo great a diſtance 
from her, leſt, in proceſs of time, 
when the ſpirits of the people ſhall 
be depreſſed by the military power, 
another Cæſar ſhould ariſe and uſurp 
the authority of his maſter. 

The act enabling his Majeſty to 
appoint commiſſioners of the cuſtoms 
to reſide in America, has alſo been 
read in the houſe. It declares an 


intention to facilitate the trade of 


America, of which we cannot have 
any great hopes from the tenor of the 
commiſſion, In general, innovations 
are dangerous: the unneceſſary in- 
creaſe of crown officers is moſt cer- 
tainly ſo. Theſe gentlemen are au- 
thorized to appoint as many as they 
ſhall think proper, without limita- 
tion : this will probably be attended 
with undeſirable effects: an hoſt of 
penſioners, by the arts they may uſe, 


may 1n time become as dangerous to 


the liberties of the people as an army 
of ſoldiers ; for there is a way of ſub- 
duing a people by art as well as by 
arms: we are happy and ſafe gd 
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his preſent Majeſty's mild and gra- 
cious adminiſtration; but the time 
may come, when the united body of 

enfioners and ſoldiers may ruin the 
liberties of America. The trade ef 
the colonies, we apprehend, may be 
as eaſily carried on, and the acts of 
trade as duly enforced without this 
commiſſion ; and if ſo, it muſt be a 
very needleſs expence, at a time when 
the nation and her colonies are groan- 
ing under debts contracted in the late 
war, and how far diſtant another may 
be, God only knows. 

There is another act which this 
houſe apprehend muſt be alarming to 
all the colonies; which is the act for 
ſuſpending the legiſlative power of 
the aſſembly of New-Vork on a cer- 
tain condition. A legiſlative body 
without the free exerciſe of the pow- 
ers of legiſlation is to us incompre- 
henſible: there can be no material 
difference between ſuch a legiſlative 
and none at all. It cannot be ſaid 
that the aſſembly of New Vork hath 
the free exerciſe of legiſlatiye power, 
while their very exiſtence 1s ſuſpended 
upon their acting in conformity to 
the will of another body. Such a re- 
friction throughout the colonzes would 
be a ſhort and eaſy method of an- 
nihilating the legiſlative powers” in 
America, and by conſequence, of de- 
priving the people of a fundamental 
right of the conſtitution, namely, that 
every man ſhall be preſent in the body 
which legiſlates for him. 

It may not be amiſs to conſider the 
t:ndency of a ſuſpenſion of colony le- 
giſlation for non- compliance with acts 
of parliament requiring a provincial 
aſſembly to give and grant away their 
own and their conſtituent's money for 
the ſupport of a ſtanding army. We 
cannot but think it hard enough to 
have our property granted away with- 
out our conſent: without being order- 
ed to deal it out ourſelves, as in the 
caſe of the mutiny act. It muſt be 
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ſufficiently humiliating to part with 
our property in either of thoſe ways, 
much more in both; whereby, as 
loyal ſubjects as any under his Ma- 
jeſty's government, and as true lovers 
of their country as any people what- 
ever, are deprived of the honour and 
merit of voluntarily contributing to 
the ſervice of both. What is the 
plain language of ſuch a ſuſpenſion ? 
We can diſcover no more nor leſs in 
it than this; if the American aſſem- 
blies refuſe to grant as much of their 
own and their conſtituents money, as 
ſhall from me to time be enjoined 
and preſcribed by the parliament, be- 
ſides what the parliament directly 
taxes them, they ſhall no longer have 
any legiflative authority ; but if they 
comply with what is preſcribed, they 
may ſtill be allowed to legiſlate under 
their charter reſtrictions. Does not 
political death and annihilation ſtare 
us in the face as ſtrongly on one ſup- 
poſition as the other ? £qually in caſe 
of compliance as of non-compliance. 

But let us ſuppoſe, for a moment, 
a ſeries of events taking place, the 
molt favourable in the opinion of 
thoſe who are ſo fond of theſe new- 
regulations : that all difficulties and 
ſcruples of conſcience were removed, 
and that every repreſentative in Ame- 
rica ſhould acknowledge a juſt and 
equitable right in the commons of 
Great-Britain to make an unlimited 
grant of his and his conſtituents pro- 
perty: that they have a clear right to 
inveſt the crown with all the lands in 
the colonies, as effectually as if they 
had been forfeited; would it be poſ- 
ſible for them to conciliate their con- 
ſtituents to ſuch meaſures? Would 
not the attempt ſuddenly cut aſunder 
all conſidence and communication be- 
tween the repreſentative body and the 
people? What then would be the 
conſequence? Could any thing be 
reaſonably expected but diſcontent, 
deſpair, and rage againſt their repre- 
ſentatives, 
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ſentatives, on tne ſide of the people, 
and on the part of government, the 
xigorous exertion of civil and military 
power? The confuſion and miſery 
after ſuch a fatal criſis cannot be con- 
ceived, much leſs deſcribed. | 
The , preſent regulations and pro- 
ceedings, with reſpe to the colonies, 
we apprehend to be oppoſite to every 
principle of good and ſound policy. 
A ſtanding army, in the time of pro- 
found peace, is naturally productive 
of uneaſineſs and diſcontent among 
the people: and yet the colonies, by 
the mutiny act, are ordered and di- 
rected to provide certain enumerated 
articles: and the pains and penalties 
m caſe of non-compliance are evident 
in the precedent of New-York. It 
alſo appears. that revenue officers are 
multiplying in the colonies with vaſt 
powers : the board of commiſſioners 
lately appointed to refide here, have 
ample diſcretionary powers given 
mem to make what appointments 
they pleaſe, and to pay the appoin- 
tees what ſums they pleaſe : the eſ- 
tabliſhment of a proteſtant epiſcopate 
im America is alſo very zealouſly con- 
tended for: and it is very alarming 
to a people, whoſe fathers, from the 
hardſhips they ſuffered under ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment, were obliged to fly their 
native country into a wilderneſs, in 
order peaceably to enjoy their privi- 
leges, civil and religious: their being 
threatened with the loſs of both at 
once, muſt throw them into a very 
diſagreeable ſituation. We hope in 
God ſuch an eſtabliſhment will never 
take place in America, and we deſire 
you will ftrenuoufly oppoſe it. The 
xevenue raiſed in America, for ought 
we can tell, may be as conſtitution- 
ally applied towards the ſupport of 
prelacy as of ſoldiers and penſioners : 
f the property of the ſubje is taken 
from him without his conſent, it is 
immaterial, whether it be done by 
ene man or five hundred; or whether 
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it be applied for the ſupport of ecclec 
ſiaſtic or military power, or both. It 
may be well worth the conſideration 
of the beſt politician in Great- Britain 
or America, what the natural tenden- 
cy is of a vigorous purſuit of theſe 
meaſures. We are not inſenſible that 
ſome eminent men, on both ſides the 
water, are leſs friendly to American 
charters and aſſemblies than could 
be wiſhed : it ſeems to be growing 
faſhionable, to treat them in com- 
mon converſation, as well as in po- 
pular publications, with contempt : 
but if we look back a few reigns, we 
ſhall find that even the auguſt aſſem- 
bly, the parliament, was in every re- 
ſpect the object of a courtier's re- 
proach: it was even an aphoriſm 
with King James I. that the Lords 
and Commons were two very bad co- 
partners with a monarch; and he and 
his ſucceſſors broke the copartnerſhip 
as faſt as poſſible. It 1s certainly un- 
natural for a Britiſh politician to ex- 
pect, that ever the ſupreme execu- 
tive of the nation can long exiſt, af- 
ter the ſupreme legiſlative ſhall be 


de preſſed and deſtroyed, which may 


- God forbid. 


If the ſupreme execu- 
tive cannot exiſt long in Britain, with- 
out the ſupport of the ſupreme legiſ- 
lative, it ſhould ſeem very reaſonable, 
in order to ſupport the ſame ſupreme 
executive, at the diſtance of a thou- 
ſand tranſmarine leagues from the 
metropolis, there ſhould be, in ſo re- 
mote dominions, a free legiſlative, 
within their charter limitations, as 
well as an entirely free repreſentative 
of the ſupreme executive of his Ma- 
jeſty, in the perſons of governors, 
judges, juſtices, and other executive 
officers; otherwiſe ſtrange effects are 
to be apprehended. For the laws of 
God and nature are invariable: a po- 
litician may apply or miſapply theſe 
to a multiplicity of purpoſes, good 
or bad; but theſe laws were never 
made for politicians to alter. 3 
the 
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the time ever come, when the legiſla- 
tive aſſemblies of North America ſhall 
be diſſolved and annihilated, no more 
to exiſt again, a ſtrange political phe- 
nomenon will probably appear. All 
laws both of police and revenue muſt 
then be made by a legiſlative at ſuch 
a diſtance, that without immediate 
inſpiration, the local and other eir- 
cumſtances of the governed cannot 
poſſibly be known to thoſe who give 
and grant to the crown, what part of 
the property of their fellow- ſubjects 
they pleaſe. There will then be no 
aſſemblies to ſupport the execution of 
ſuch laws : and indeed, while exiſting, 
by what rule of law or reaſon are the 
members pf the colony-aſſemblies ex- 
ecutive officers? They have, as re- 
preſentatives, no commiſſion but from 
their conſtituents: and it mult be dif- 
ficult to ſhow, why they are more 
obliged to execute acts of parliament 
than ſuch of their conſtituents as hold 
no commiſſions from the crown. 'The 
moſt that can be expected from either, 
is ſubmiſſion to acts of parliament; 
or to aid the officers as individuals, 
or part of the poſſe comitatus if re- 
quired. It would ſeem ſtrange to call 
on the repreſentative, in any other 
way, to execute laws againſt their 
conſtituents and themſelves, Which 
both have been fo far from conſenting 
to, that neither were conſulted in 
framing them. Yet it was objected 
by ſome to the American aſſemblies, 
that they neglected to execute the ſtamp 
act: and that their reſolves tended to 
raiſe commotions ; which certainly 
was not the caſe here: for all the diſ- 
orders in Boſton, in which any damage 
was done to property, happened long 
before the reſolves of the houſe of re- 
preſentatives here were paſſed. 

We have reaſon to believe, that the 
nation has been groſsly miſinformed 
with reſpect to the temper and be- 
haviour of the coloniſts, and it 1s to 
be feared that ſome men will not 
ceaſe to ſow the ſeeds of jealouſy and 


diſcord, till they ſhall have done irre- 
parable miſchief. You will do a ſin- 
gular ſervice to both countries, if 
poſſible, in detecting them. In the 
mean time, we deſire you would make 
known to his Majeſty's miniſters the 
ſentiments of this houſe contained in 
this letter, and implore a favourable 
conſideration of America. 


Signed by the Speaker. 


— ED qt 


Agreeable to a Vote of the Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, 
the fellowing Petition to the King, 
was figned by the Speaker, by their 
order of the 20th Fan. 1768. . 

An humble Petition ta the King's moſt 

Excellent Majeſty. 
Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

Your Majeſty's faithful ſubjeRs, the 
repreſentatives of your province of the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, with the warmeſt 
ſentiments of loyalty, duty, and af- 
tection, beg leave to approach the 
throne, and to lay *at your Majeſty's 
feet their humble ſupplications, in 
behalf of your diſtreſſed ſubj:&s the 
people of the province. 

Our anceſtors, the firſt ſettlers of 
this country, having with the royal 
conſent, which we humbly apprehend 
involves the conſent of the nation, 


anch at their own great expence, mi- 


grated from their mother kingdom, 
took poſſeſſion of this land, at that 
time a wilderneſs, the right whereof 
they had purchaſed for a valuable 
conſideration of the council eſtabliſh- 
ed at Plimouth, to whom it had been 
granted by your Majeſty's royal pre- 
deceſior King James the firſt, 

From the principles of loyalty to 
their ſovereign which will ever warm 
the breaſt of a true ſubject, though 
remote, they acknowledged their alle- 
glance to the Engliſh crown: and 
your Majeſty will allow us with all 
humility to ſay, that they and their 
poſterity, even to this time, have at- 
forded frequent and ſignal proofs of 


their zeal for the honour and ſervice 


of 
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of their prince, and their firm attach- 


ment to the parent country. 
With toil and fatigue, perhaps not 


to be conceived by their brethren and , 


fellow-ſubjeRts at home, and with the 
conſtant peril of their lives, from a 
numerous, ſavage, and warlke race 
of men, they began their ſettlement, 
and God proſpered them. 

They obtained a charter from King 
Charles the firſt ; wherein his Majeſty 
was ' pleaſed to grant to them and 
their heirs and aſſigus for ever, all the 
lands therein deſcribed, to hold of 
him and his royal ſucceſſors in free 
and common ſoccage; which we 
 Humbly conceive is as abſolute an eſ- 
tate as the ſubject can hold under 
the crown. And in the ſame charter 
were granted to them, and their poſ- 
terity, all the rights, liberties, privi- 
leges, and immunities of natural ſub- 
| Jets, born within the realm. 

'This charter they enjoyed, having, 
as we moſt humbly conceive, punctu- 
ally complied with all the conditions 
of it, till in an unhappy time it was 
vacated. —But after the revolution, 
when King William and Queen Mary, 
of glorious and bleſſed memory, were 
eſtabliſhed on the throne: in that 
happy reign, when to the joy of the 
nation and its dependencies, the crown 
was ſettled in your Majeſty's illuſtri- 
ous family, the inhabitants of this 
province ſhared in the common bleſ- 
ling. Then they were indulged with 
another charter ; in which their Ma- 
jeſties were pleaſed for themſelves, 
their heirs and ſucceſſors, to grant 
and confirm to them as ample eltate 
in the lands or tcrritories as was 
granted by the former charter, to- 
gether with other the moſt effential 
rights and liberties contained therein: 
the principal of which, is that which 
your Majeſty's {ulje&ts within the 
realm have ever held a moit ſacred 
right, of being taxed only by repre- 
ſentatives of their own fres clecuon. 
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Thus blefled- with the rights or 
Engliſhmen, through the indulgent 
{miles of Heaven, and under the au- 
ſpicious government of your Majeſty 
and your royal predeceſſors, your 
people of this province have been 
happy, and your Majeſty has acquired 
a numerous increaſe of loyal ſubjects, 
a large extent of dominion, and a 
new and inexhauſtible ſource of com- 
merce, wealth and glory. 

With great ſincerity permit us to 
aſſure your Majeſty, that your ſub- 
jects of chis province, ever have, and 
ſtill continue to acknowledge your 
Majeſty's high court of parliament 
the ſupreme legiſlative power of the 
whole empire. The ſuperintending 
authority of which is clearly admitted 
in all caſes, that can conſiſt with the 
fundamental rights of nature and the 
conſtitution, to which vour Majeſty's 
happy ſubjects in all parts of your 
empire conceive they have a juſt and 
equitable claim, 

It is with the deepeſt concern that 
your humble ſupphiants would repre- 
ſent to your Majeſty, that your par- 
lament, the rectitude of whoſe in- 
tentions is never to be queltioned, 
has thought proper to paſs divers acts 
impoſing taxes on your Majeſty's ſub- 
jects in America, with the ſole and 
expreſs purpole of raifing a re- 
venue. If your Majeſty's ſubjects 
here ſhall be deprived of the honour 
and privilege of voluntarily contri- 
buting their aid to your Majeſty, in 
ſupporting your government and au- 
thority in the province, and defend- 
ing and ſecuring your rights and ter- 
ritories in America, which they have 
always hitherto done with the utmoſt 
chearſulneſs: if theſe acts of parlia- 
ment ſhall remain in force, and your 
Majeſty's commons in Great Britain 
all continue to exerciſe the power 
of granting the property of their fel- 
low ſubjects in this province, your 

; people 
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le muſt then regret their unhap- 
py fate in having only the name left 
of free ſubjects. ä 

With all humility we conceive that 
a repreſentation of your Majeſty's 
ſubjects of this province ia the parlia- 
ment, conſidering their local circum- 
ſtances, is utterly impracticable: your 
Majeſty has heretofore been graciouſly 
pleaſed to order: yorrequiſitions to be 
laid before the repreſentatives of your 

eople in the general aſſembly, who 
2 never failed to afford the neceſ- 
ſary aid to the extent of their ability, 
and ſometimes beyond it ; and it would 
be ever grievoas to your Majeſty's 
faithful ſubjects to be called upon in 
a way, that ſhould appear to them 
to imply a diſtruſt of their moſt ready 
and willing compliance. 

Under the moſt ſenſible impreſſions 
of your Majeſty's wiſe and paternal 
care for the remoteſt of your faithful 
ſubjects, and in full dependence on 
the royal declarations in the charter 


of this province, we moſt humbly 


beſeech your Majeſty to take our pre- 
ſent unhappy circumſtances undet 
your royal conſideration, and afford 
us relief in ſu h manner as in your 
Majeſty's great wiſdom and clemency 
ſhall ſeem meet, 


A letter to the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Shelburne, one of his Majeſty's 
principal Secretaries of State. 

Province of the Maſfſachuſetts-Bay, 

Jan. 15, 1768. 
My Lord, | 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
this his Majeſty's province, having 
had experience of your Lordſhip's ge- 
nerous ſentiments of his Majeſty's moſt 
loyal though remote ſubjects in Ame- 
rica, and-of your noble exertions in 
their behalt in the late time of their 
diſtreſs, beg leave to lay before your 

Lordſhip's view, the new ſcenes of 

difficulty, which are again opened 

upon us, and to implore your repeat- 
ed interpoſition. 
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Vour Lordſhip is not inſenſible, 
that our forefathers were in an un- 
happy reign driven into this wilder- 
neſs by the hand of power; at their 
own expence they croſſed an ocean 
of three thouſand miles; and pur. 
chaſed an inheritance for themſelves 
and their poſterity, with the view of 
propagating the chriſtian religion, 
and enlarging the Engliſh dominion 
in this diſtant part of the carth, 
Through the indulgent ſmiles of 
Heaven upon them, though not with- 
out hardſhip and fatigue unexperien- 
ced and perhaps hardly to be con- 
ceived by their brethren and fellow- 
ſubjects in their native land; and 
with the conſtant peril of their lives 
from a numerous race of men, as 
barbarous and cruel, and yet as war- 
like as any people upon the face of 
the earth, they increaſed in their 
numbers and enlarged their ſettle- 
ment.-They obtained a charter from 
King Charles the firſt, wherein his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to recognize to 
them, a liberty to worſhi God ac- 
cording to the dictates of their con- 
{ſcience ; a bleſſing which in thoſe un- 
happy times was denied to them in 
their own country: and the rights, 
liberties, privileges, and immunities 
of his natural born ſubjects within 
the realm. This charter they en- 
joyed, ae punctually fulfilled the 
conditions of it, till it was vacated, 
as we conceive arbitrarily, in the 
reign of King Charles the ſecond. 
Atter the revolution, that grand æra 
of Britiſh liberty, when King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, of glorious 
and bleſſed memory, were eſtabliſhed 
on the throne, the inhabitants of this 
province obtained another charter; 
in which the moſt eſſential rights and 
privileges contained in the former 
were reſtored to them. Thus bleſſed 
with the liberties of Engliſhmen, they 
continued to increaſe and multiply, 
till, as your Lordſhip knows, a dreary 
A a wilder- 
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wilderneſs is become a fruitful field, 
and a grand ſource of national wealth 
and glory. e 

By the common law, my Lord, as 
well as ſundry acts of parliament from 
the reign of Edward the third, the 
children of his Majeſty's natural born 
ſubjects, born paſling and repaſſing 
the ſeas, are intitled to all the rights 
and privileges of his natural ſubjects 
born within the realm. From hence 
the concluſion appears to be indiſpu- 
table, that the deſcendants of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the realm, who 
migrated with the conſent of the na- 
— and purchaſed a ſettlement with 

eir own treaſure and blood, with - 
out any aid from the nation; who 
early acknowledged their allegiance 


to the Crown of England; and have 


always approved themſelves faithful 
ſubjects, and in many inſtances given 
fignal proofs of their loyalty to their 
King, and their firm attachment and 
affection to their mother country ;— 
The concluſion is ſtrong, that exclu- 
five of any conſideration of ther 
charter, they are intitled to the rights 
and privileges of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution in common with their fellow 
ſubjects in Britain, And it is very 
remarkably the ſenſe of the Britiſh 
nation that they are ſo; as appears 
by an Act of Parliament made in the 
13th of his late Majeſty King George 
the ſecond. The preamble of that 
act plainly preſappoſes it; and the 
purview of the ſame act enables and 
directs the ſuperior court of judicature 
of this province, a court erected by 
the authority of the general court, to 
naturalize foreigners under certain 
conditions ; which it is preſumed the 
wiſdom of the Parliament wonld not 
have empowered any people to do, 
who were not themſelves deemed na- 
tural born ſubjects. 
The ſpirit of the law of nature and 
nations ſuppoſes that all the free ſub- 
jects of any kingdom, are entitled e- 


qually to all the rights of the conſti- 


tution; for it appears uninatural and 
unreaſonable to affirm, that local or 
any other circumſtances can juſtly de. 
prive any part of the ſubjects of the 
ſame Prince, of the full enjoyments 
of the rights of that conſtitution, up- 
on which the government itſelf is 
formed, and by which ſovereignty and 
allegiance are aſcertained and limited. 
But your Lordſhip is fo thoroughly ac. 
quainted with the extent of the rights 
of men and ſubjects, as to render it 
altogether improper to take up any 


more of your time on this head. 


There are, my Lord, fundamental 
rules of the conſtitution, which it iz 
humbly preſumed, neither the ſu- 
preme legiſlative nor the ſupreme ex- 
ecutive can alter. In all free fates 
the conſtitution is fixed: it is from 
thence the legiſlative derives its au- 
thority; therefore it cannot change 
the conſtitution without deſtroying its 
own foundation. If then the conſti- 
tution of Great-Britain is the com- 
mon rights of all Britth ſubjects, it 
is humbly referred to your Lordſhip's 
8 the ſupreme legiſ- 

ative of the empire may rightly leap 
the bounds of it in the exerciſe of 
power over the ſubjects in America, 
any more than thoſe in Britain. 

When mention is made of the 


rights of American ſubjects and the 


intereſt they have in the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution in common with all other 
Britiſh ſubjects, your Lordſhip 1s too 
candid and juſt in your ſentiments to 
ſuppoſe that the Houſe. have the moſt 


diſtant thought of an independency on 


Great-Britain.— They are not inſen- 
ſible of their ſecurity and happineſs m 


their connection with and dependance 


on the mother-ſtate. "Theſe, my 
Lord, are the ſentiments of the Houſe 
and of their conſtituents; and they 
have reaſon' to believe they are the 
ſentiments of all the colonies : thoſe 
who are induſtriouſly propagat.ng in 
the nation a different opinion of the 
coloniſts, are not only 'doing the 
og Np greateſ 
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greateſt injuſtice to them, but an ir- 
reparable injury to the nation itſelf. 
It is the glory of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution that it has its foundation in the 
law of God and nature: it is eſſenti- 


ally a natural right that a man ſhall 


quietly enjoy, and have the ſole diſ- 

ſal of his own property: this right 
is ingrafted into the Britiſh conſtituti- 
on and 1s familiar to the American 
ſubjects: and your Lordfhip will 
judge whether any neceſſity can ren- 


der it juſt and equitable in the nature 


of things, that the ſupreme legiſlative 
of the empire, ſhould impoſe duties, 
ſubſidies, talliages and taxes, inter- 
nal or external, for the ſole purpoſe 


of raiſing a revenue, upon ſubjects 


that are not, and cannot, conſidering 


their local circumſtances, by any poſ- 


ſibility be equally repreſented, and 
conſequently, whoſe conſent cannot 
be had in Parliament. 

The ſecurity of right and property 
is the great end of government. Sure- 
ly then ſuch meaſures as tend to ren- 


der right and property precarious, 


tend to deſtroy both property and go- 
vernment, for theſe muſt ſtand or fall 
together. — Property is admitted to 
have an exiſtence in the ſavage ſtate 
of nature: and if it 1s neceſſary for 


the ſupport of ſavage life, it by no 


means becomes leſs ſo in civil ſociety. 
The Houſe intreats your Lordſhip to 
conſider, whether a coloniſt can be 
conceived to have any property which 
he may call his own, if it may be 
granted away by any other body with- 
out his conſent: and they ſubmit to 


your Lordſhip's judgment whether 


this was not actually done, when the 
act for granting to his Majeſty certain 
duties on paper, glaſs, and other ar- 
ticles, for the ſole and expreſs pur- 
poſe of raiſing a revenue in America, 
Was made, It is the judgment of 
Lord Coke that the Parliament of 
Great - Britain cannot tax Ireland 
Kauia milites ad Parliamentum non mit- 
tant. And Sir William Jones, an 
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eminent juriſt, declared it as his 
opinion, to King Charles the Second, 
hat he could no more grant a com- 
miſſion to leyy money on his ſubjects 
in Jamaica, without their conſent b 
an aſſembly, than they could diſcharge 
themſelves from their allegiance to 
the crown. | * 
Vour Lordſhip will be pleaſed to 
conſider that Ireland and Jamaica 
were both conquered; which cannot 
be ſaid of any of the colonies, Cana- 
da excepted; the argument therefore 
is ſtronger in favour of the colonies. 
Our anceſtors, when oppreſſed in 
the unfortunate reign of James the 
Second, found relief by the interpoſi- 
tion of the Parliament : but it is the 
misfortune of the colonies at preſent, 
that by the intervention of that pow- 
er they are taxed ; and they can ap- 
peal for relief from their final deciſion 
to no power on earth, for there is no 
power on earth above them. — Your 
Lordſhip will indulge the Houſe in 
expreſſing a deep concern upon this 
occaſion; for it is the language of 
reaſon, and it is the opinion of the 
greateſt writers on the law of na- 
ture and nations, that if the Parlia- 
ment ſhould make any confiderable 
change in the conſtitution, and the 


nation ſhould be voluntarily fileng up- 


on 1t, this would be confidered as an 
approbation of the act. 

But the Houſe beg leave to repre- 
ſent to your Lordſhip, that although 
the right of the Parliament to impoſe - 
taxes on the colonies without a repre- 
{entation there were indiſputable, we 
humbly conceive it may be made fully 
to appear to be unequal that they 
ſhould, at leaft at preſent. Your 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to remember 
that by act of Parliament, the colo- 
niſts are prohibited from importing 
commodities and manufactures of the 
growth of Europe, ſaving a few arti- 
cles, except Gow Great Britain. 
This prohibition not only occaſions 
much greater demand upon the mo- 
A a 2 5 ther- 
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ther- country for her manufactures, 
dut gives the manufacturers there the 


advantage of their own price; and 


can it be queſtioned, my Lord, but 


the coloniſts are obliged by means of 


this policy, to purchaſe the Britiſh 
manufactures at a much dearer rate, 
than the. like manufactures would be 
purchaſed at, if they are allowed to 
go to foreign markets. It is a loſs 
to the coloniſts and an equal gain to 
Great Britain, The ſame reaſoning 
holds good with reſpe& to the many 
articles of their produce, which the 
colonies are reſtrained by act of Parlia- 
ment from ſending to foreign ports. — 
This is in reality a tax though an in- 


direct one on the colonies, beſides the 


duties of exciſe and cuſtoms, laid 
on the manufactures in Great Britain. 
A celebrated Britiſh writer on trade, 
computes the artificial value ariſing 
from theſe duties, to be not leſs than 
fifty per cent. | 
then form an eſtimate of the part 
that 1s paid by the colonies upon the 
importation into America, which is 
generally ſaid to be at leaſt the value 
of two millions ſterling. 

The Houſe is not at this time com- 
plaining of this policy of the mother 
ſate ; but beg your Lordſhip's im- 
partial and candid conſideration, whe- 
ther it is not grievous to the colonies 
to be additionally taxed upon the 


commodities of Great Britain here — | 


and to be ſolely charged with the de- 

fending and ſecuring his Majeſty's co- 

lonies, after they have chearfully 

borne their full proportion of main- 

taining his Majeſty's rights in this 
art of his dominions, and reducing 
is enemies to terms of peace. 


Your Lordſhip will allow the Nouſe 


to expreſs their fears that the colonies 
have, been miſrepreſented to his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters and the Parliament, 
as having an undutiful diſpoſition to- 
wards his Majeſty, and a diſaffection 
to the mother-kingdom. 


z few years paſt been the uſage for his 


Your Lordſhip will 


It has till 
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Majelty's requiſitions to be lain be, 
fore the repreſentatives of his people 
in America. And we may venture to 
appeal to your Lordſhip, that the 
_—__ of this province have been 
ready to afford their utmoſt aid for 
his Majeſty's ſervice. It would be 
grievous to his moſt faithful ſubjects, 
to be called upon for aid in a manner 
which implies a miſtruſt of a free and 
chearful compliance: and the Houſe 
intreat your Lordſhip's conſideration, 
whether our enemies at leaſt, would 
not infer a want of duty and loyalty 
in us, when the Parliament have 
judged it neceſſary to compel us by 
laws for that purpoſe ; as by the late 
acts for raiſing a revenue in America, 
and the act for preventing mutiny 
and deſertion; in the latter of which 
the governor and council are directed 
to ſupply the King's troops with enu- 
merated articles, and the people are 
required to pay the expence. But 
beſides, your Lordſhip will judge 
whether the execution of this act can 
com port with the exiſtence of a free 
legiſlative in America. 

It is unnatural to expect, that the 
ſupreme executive power - can long 


exiſt, if the ſupreme legiſlative ſhould 


be diſtreſſed and deſtroyed. In order, 
therefore, to ſupport the ſupreme ex- 
ecutive of his Majeſty, at fo great a 
diſtance, in the perſon of his gover- 
nor, judges, and other executive offi- 
cers, it ſeems neceſſary that there 
ſhould be a legiſlative in America as 
perfectly free, as can conſiſt with a 
iubordination to the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive of the whole empire. 

Such a legiſlative is conſtituted by 
the royal charter of this province: in 
this charter, my Lord, the King, for 
himſelf, his heirs and ſucceſſors, grants 
to the general aſſembly, full power 
and authority to impoſe and levy 
proportionable and reaſonable aſſeſſ- 
ments, rates and taxes upon the 
eſtates and perſons of the inhabitants, 


to be iſſued and diſpoſed of, by war- 
| rant 
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yant under the hand of the governor, 
with the advice and conſent of the 
council, for the ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty, in the neceſſary defence and 
ſupport of his government of the pro- 
vince, and the protection and preſer- 
vation of the inhabitants, according 
to ſuch acts, as are or ſhall be in 
ſorce in the province. And the Houſe 
are humbly of opinion, that the legiſ- 
lative powers in the ſeveral colonies 
in America were originally erected 
upon a conviction, that the ſubjects 
there, could not be repreſented in 
the ſupreme legiſlative, and conſe- 
quently that there was a neceſſity that 
ſuch powers ſhould be erected. 

It is by no means, my Lord, a 
diſpoſition in the Houſe to diſpute the 
juſt authority of the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive of the nation, that induces them 
thus to addreſs your Lordſhip ; but a 
warm ſenſe of loyalty to their prince, 
and, they humbly apprehend, a juſt 
concern for their natural and conſti- 
tutional rights. They beg your Lord- 
ſhip would excuſe their treſpaſſing up- 
on your time and attention to the 
great affairs of the ſtate: they apply 
to you as ta friend to the rights of 
mankind and of Britiſh ſubjects. As 
Americans they implore your Lord- 
ſhip's patronage, and beſeech you to 
repreſent their grievances to the King 
our ſovereign, and employ your hap- 
py influence for their relief. 

| Signed by the Speaker. 


A Letter to the Right Hon. Henry Sey- 
mour Conway, Ei; one of bis Ma- 
jeſty*s principal Secretaries of State. 

Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
February 13, 1768. 
SIR, 


The Houſe of repreſentatives of - 


this his Majeſty's province have ſtill the 


ſenſible impreſſions of gratitude upon 


their minds, for the ſignal and 1uc- 
ceſsful exertions you were pleaſed to 
make for them when the liberties of 
the colonies were in danger. And 
although they do not fall immediately 


'Britiſh parliament to a 
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under your care in that department, 
to Which his Majeſty has been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to appoint you; yet 
your known attachment to the rights 
of ſubjects, in their juſt extent, the 
conſtitutional authority of the ſu- 
preme legiſlative and the preroga- 
tive of the ſovereign, is a ſtrong in- 
ducement to the Houſe, when new 
grievances happen, to implore your 
repeated aid. Conſcious of their own 
diſpoſition, they rely upon that can- 
dour which is a diſtinguiſhed mark of 
your character. And however they 
may have been repreſented to his 
Majeſty's miniſters as undutiful, tur- 
bulent and factious, your ſentiments 


are too generous, to impute the ex- 


preſſions of uneafineſs under the ope- 
ration of any particular acts of the 
eviſh or diſ- 
contented habit, much leſs to the 
want of a due veneration for that 
auguſt aſſembly. 

This Houſe is at all times ready to 
recognize his Majeſty's high court of 
parliament, the ſupreme legiſlative 
power over the whole empire; its ſu- 
perintending authority, in all caſes 
conſiſtent with the fandamental rules of 
the conſtitution, is as clearly admit - 
ted by his Majeſty's ſubjects in this 
province as by thoſe within the realm: 
ſince the conſtitution of the ſtate, as 
it ought to be, is fixed; it is humbly 


preſumed, that the ſubjects, in every 


part of the empire, however remote, 
have an equitable claim to all the ad- 
vantages of it. f 

It is the glory of the Britiſh Prince, 
and the happineſs of all his ſubjects, 
that their conſtitution hath its toun- 
dation in the immutable laws of na- 
ture: and as the ſupreme legiſlative 
as weil as the ſupreme executive de- 
rives its authority from that conſti- 


tution, it ſhould ſeem that no laws 


can be made or executed, that are 


regugnant to any eſſential law in na- 
ture. Hence a Britiſh ſubject is hap- 
pily diſtinguiſhed from the ſubjects of 

many 
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ged to be an unal. 
terable law in nature, that a man 
ſhould have the free uſe and ſole dif. 
poſal of the fruit of his honeſt induſ- 
try, ſubject to no controul. The 
equity of this principle ſeems to have 
been too obvious to be miſunderſtond 
by thofe who framed the conſtitution; 
into which it is ingrafted as an eſtab- 
liſhed law. It is conceived that this 
principle gave riſe in early time to a 
repreſentation in parhament ; where 
every individual in the realm has 
fince been, and is ſtill conſidered by 
acts of parliament as preſent by him- 
felf, or by his repreſentative of his 
own free election: conſequently, the 
aid afforded there to the ſovereign is 
not of the nature of a tribute, but 


the free and voluntary gift of all. 


The Houſe ſubmit to your conſide- 
tation, whether his Majeſty's ſubjects 
of this province, or any of them, 
can be confidered as having been 


| preſent in parliament, when an act 


of the fourth of his preſent Majeſty's 
reigh, and another paſſed the laſt ſeſ- 


ſion, were made, If not, it ſeems 
to be concluſive, that, as thoſe acts 


were made with the ſole and expreſs 
purpoſe of raiſing a revenue out of 
America, the ſubjects here are in 
thoſe inftances unfurtunately deprived 
af the ſole diſpoſal of their property, 
and the honour and privilege of con- 


tributing to the aid of their ſovereign 
by a free and voluntary gift. 


The people of this province would 
by no means be inclined to petition 
the parliament for a repreſentation. 
Separated from the mother-country 
by a mighty ocean, and at the diſ- 
tance of three thouſand miles, they 
apprehend it is, and ever will be, 
utterly impracticable that they ſhould 


be equally repreſented there: they 


nation as ſubjefts remote: his 
Majeſty's royal predeceſſors were gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to conſtitute by ks. 
ter a ſubordinate legiſlative in the 


have always been conſidered” by the 


Province, as it is conceived, with a 


view of preſerving to their remote 
ſubjects the unalienable right of a re- 
preſentation, By this charter the lands 
therein deſcribed are granted to the in. 
habitants in freeand common ſoccage; 
and the general aſſembly is inveſted 
with the power of impoſing and levy- 
ing proportionable and reaſonable aſ- 


ſeſſments, rates and taxes, upon the 


eſtates and perſons of the inhabitants, 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, in the ne- 
ceſſary defence and ſupport of his 
government of the province, and the 
22 and preſervation of the in- 

abitants; and of ordaining and eſ- 
tabliſhing all manner of wholeſome 
and reaſonable orders, laws, ſtatutes 
and ordinances, directions and in- 
ſtruct ons, either with or without pe- 
nalties, as they ſhall judge to be for 
the good and welfare of the province: 
and as a ſufficient check upon this 
ſubordinate power, which ſecures its 
dependance on the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive, no law can be made repugnant 


to the laws of England; and all 


laws that are made, are laid before 
his Majeſty, who at any time during 
three years after, diſannulls them at 

his royal pleaſure. my 
All that is defired by the people 
of this province, is, that they may 
be reſtored to their original ſtanding: 
they may venture to appeal to the 
nation, that they have never failed 
to afford their utmoſt aid to his Ma- 
jeſty whenever he hath required it; 
and they may ſay it without vanity, 
that in many inſtances from their ſet- 
tlement, they have given ftriking 
proofs of their zeal & the honour 
of their ſovereign, and their affection 
for the mother-ſtate. Muſt it not 
then be grievous to free and loyal 
ſubjectz, 
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ſabjeAs, to be called upon in a man- 
ner which appears to them, to diveſt 
them of their freedom, and ſo far to 


impeach their loyalty as to imply a 


miſtruſt of their chearful compliance 
with his Majeſty's royal requiſitions. 

The Houſe alſo beg leave to ſub- 
mit, whether the people can continue 
free, while the crown in addition to 
its uncontroverted right of appoint- 
ing a -governor, may appoint him 
ſuch ſtipends as it ſhall judge fit, at 
the expence of the people, and with- 
out their conſent: and whether, while 
the judges of the land, at ſo great 
a diſtance from the throne, the foun- 
tain of juſtice, may be altogether in- 


dependent on the people for their 


ſupport, it may not probably happen, 
that in ſome future time, the princi- 
ples of equity may be ſubverted even 
on the bench of juſtice, and the peo- 
ple deprived of their happineſs and 
ſecurity. | 
'The Houſe could add, that by re- 
ſtraints laid upon the American trade 
by acts of parliament, which operate 
equally to the advantage of Great- 
Britain and the diſadvantage of this 
and the other colonies, and the taxes 
which the inhabitants here eventually 
pay as the conſumers of the Britiſh 
manufactures, it ſhould ſeem to be 
beyond all the rules of equity, that 
theſe additional burdens ſhould be 
laid on them. But they would not 
treſpaſs upon your time and atten- 


tion to the great affairs of the nation. 


They beg your candid conſideration 


of the unhappy circumſtances of the 


rovince, and hope, that your great 


intereſt in the national councils, ſo 


far as ſhall appear to you to be juſt, 


will be employed on their behalf. 


Signed by the Speaker, 


A Letter to the Right Hon. the Marquis 


of Rockingham. 


Province 2 the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 


anuary 22, 1708. 


My Lord, 

The Houſe of repreſentatives of 
this his Majeſty's province have had 
the honour of your letter of the 7th 
of May laſt, communicated to them 
by their ſpeaker, and thank your 
Lordſhip for your condeſcenfion, in 
the kind ſentiments you are pleaſed 
to expreſs of his Majeſty's good ſubjects 
of America and of this province. 
The eſtabliſhing the harmony be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonies, 
is a ſubje& which your Lordſhip has 
judged worthy of your particular at- 
tention : and the exertions which you 
have made for this very important 
paper claim the moſt grateful ac- 

nowledgements of the Houſe, Your 
ſeatiments are ſo nobly extended be- 
yond the moſt diſtant, partial conſide- 
rations, as muſt diſtinguiſh you as a 
patron of the colonies, a friend to the 
Britiſh conſtitution, and the rights of 
mankind. 

Your Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay, 
that you will not adopt a ſyſtem of 
arbitrary rule over the colonies ; nor 
do otherwiſe, than ſtrenuouſly reſiſt 
where attempts ſhall be made to throw 
off that dependency to whieh the co- 
lonies ought to ſubmit. And your 
Lordſhip with great impartiality adds 
not only for the advantage of Great 
Britain but for their own real hap- 
«« pineſs and ſafety.” | 

This Houſe, my Lord, have the 
honour heartily to join with you in 
ſentiment ; and they ſpeak the lan- 
guage of their conſtituents. So ſen- 
ible are they of their happineſs and 
ſafety, in their union with and de- 
pendance upon the mother country, 
that they could by no means be in- 
clined to accept of an independency 
if offered to them. But, my Lord, 
they intreat your conſideration, whe- 
ther the colonies have not reaſon to 
fear ſome danger of arbitrary rule 
over them, when the ſupreme power 
of the nation, have thought proper to 
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impoſe taxes on his Majeſty's Ameri- 
can ſubjects, with the ſole and ex- 
preſs purpoſe of raifing a revenue, 
and without their conſent. F 
My Lord, the ſuperintending pow- 
er of that high court over all his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in the empire, and in 
all cafes which can conſiſt with the 
fundamental rules of the conſtitution, 
was never queſtioned in this province, 
nor, as the Houſe conceive, in any 
other. But in all free ſtates the con- 
ſtitution is fixed: it is from thence 
that the ſupreme legiſlative as well as 
the ſupreme executive derives its au- 
thority: neither, then, can break 
through the fundamental rules of the 
conſtitution, without deſtroying their 
own foundation. ; | 

It is humbly conceived, that all 
| his Majeſty's happy ſubjects, in every 

rt of his wide extended dominions, 
hang a juſt and equitable claim to the 
rights of that conſtitution, upon which 
government itſelf is formed, and by 
which ſovereignty and allegiance is 
aſcertained and limited. Your Lord- 
ſhip will allow us to ſay, that it 1s an 
eſſential right of a Britiſh ſubject, in- 

afted into the conſtitution, or if your 
Lordſhip will admit the expreſſion, a 
ſacred and unalienable natural right, 
quietly to enjoy and have the ſole diſ- 
poſal of his own property. In con- 
formity to this, the acts of the Britiſh 
Parliament declare, that every indi- 
vidual in the realm, is preſent in his 
Majeſty's high court of Parliament, 
by himſelf or his repreſentative of his 
own free election. 
is apprehended, that a juſt and equal 
repreſentation of the ſubjects, at the 
diſtance of a thouſand tranſmarine 
leagues from the metropolis is utterly 
impracticable. Upon this opinion, 
this Houſe humbly conceive, his Ma- 
jeſty's royal predeceſſors, thought it 
equitable to form ſubordinate legiſla- 
tive powers in America, as perfectly 


free as the nature of things would ad- 


might enjoy a ri 


But, my Lord, it 


mit, that ſo, their remote ſubject 


within the realm 
cred, of being taxed only by repre- 
ſentatives of their own free election. 

The Houſe beg leave to obſerve to 
your Lordſhip, that the monies that 
thall ariſe by the act for granting to 
his Majeſty certain duties on paper, 
glaſs, and other articles, paſſed in 
the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, are to 
be applied, in the firſt place, for the 
payment of the neceſſary charges of 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, and the 
ſupport of civil government, in ſuch 
colonies where it ſhall be judged ne- 
ceſſary; and the reſidue for defend- 
ing, protecting and ſecuring the co- 
lonies. They intreat your Lordſhip's 
conſideration, what may be the con- 
ſequence, in ſome future time; if the 
crown, in addition to its right of ap- 
pointing governors over the colonies, 
which the Houle chearfully recognize, 
ſhould appoint them ſuch ſtipends, as 
it ſhall judge fit, without the conſent 
of the people, and at their expence. 
And as the judges of the land here do 
not hold their commiſſions during 
good behaviour, your Lordſhip will 
judge, whether it may not hereafter 
happen, that at ſo great a diſtance 


from the throne, the fountain of ju- 


ſtice, for want of an adequate check, 
corrupt and arbitrary rule may take 
place, even within the colonies, Which 
may deprive a bench of juſtice of its 


glory, and the people of their happi- 


neſs and ſafety. 1 he 

Your Lordihip's juſtice and candor 
will induce you to believe, that what 
our enemies may have taken occaſion 


to repreſent to his Majeſty's miniſters 


and the Parliament, as an undutiſul 
diſpoſition in the colonies, is nothing 
more than a juſt and firm attachment 
to their natural and conſtitutional 
rights. It is humbly ſubmitted to 
your Lordſhip whether theſe ideas 
are well founded, And while this 
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province and the colonies ſhall con- 
finue in your Lord ſſüp's judgment to 
be faithful and loyal ſubjects to his 
Majeſty, they rely upon it, that your 
happy influence will ever be employ- 


ed, to promote the ſentiments of 


tenderneſs as well as juſtice in the pa- 
rent country. | 


Signed by the Speaker. 


— — 


A letter to the Right Hen. Lord Cam- 
den, Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain. 

Province of the Mofſachuſetts-Bay, 

Fan. 29, 1768. 
My Lora, | 
Your great knowledge of the con- 
ſtitution and laws of the nation, of 
the juſt extent of parliamentary au- 
thority, and the rights of Britiſh ſub- 


jects, is a prevailing inducement to 


the Houſe of Repreſentatives of this 
his Majefty's province, to addreſs 
your Lordſhip, at a time when your 
attention to the Britiſh colonies, their 
connection with and dependance upon 
the mother ſtate, and their rights as 


ſubjects, ſeems to be neceſſary and 


important, not to them alone, but to 
the whole empire. 


This Houſe can ſpeak only for the 


| people of one province: but no aſ- 


ſembly on this continent, it is pre- 
ſumed, can long be ſilent, under an 
apprehenſion, that without the aid of 
ſome powerful advocate, the liberties 
of America will ſoon be no more. 

It is a cauſe which the Houſe is 
aſſured your Lordſhip has at heart: 
and the paſt experience of your pa- 
tronage, and the noble exertions you 
were pleaſed to make for them in a 
late time of diſtreſs, affords the ſtrong- 
eſt reaſon to hope that your happy 
influence will ſtill be employed in 
their behalf, as far as your Lordſhip 
tall judge to be right. 

I in all free ſtates, the conſtitu- 
tion is fixed, and the ſupreme legiſ- 
lative power of the nation, from 


thence derives its authority ; can that 
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power overleap the bounds of the 
conſtitution, without ſubverting its 
own foundation ? If the remoteſt ſub- 
jects, are bound by the ties of alle- 
rome! which this people and their 
orefathers have ever needed 5 
are they not by the rules of equity, 
intitled to all the rights of that con- 
ſtiturion, which aſcertains and limits 
both ſovereignty and allegiance? If 
it is an eſſential unalterable right in 
nature, ingrafted into the Briaſh con- 
ſtitution as a fundamental law, and 
ever held ſacred and irrevocable by 
the ſubjects within the realm, that 
what 1s a man's own is abſolutely his 
own; and that no man hath a right 
to take it from him without his con- 
ſent; may not the ſubjects of this 
province, with a decent firmneſs, 


which has always diſtinguiſhed the 


happy ſubje&s of Britain, plead and 
maintain this natural conſtitutional 
right? 

The ſuperintending authority of 
his Majeſty's high court of parlia- 
ment over the whole empire, in all 
caſes which can conſiſt with the fun- 
damental rights of the conſtitution, 
was never queſtioned in this province, 
nor, as this Houſe conceive, in any 
other: but they intreat your Lord- 
ſhip's reflection one moment, on an 
act of parliament paſſed the laſt ſeſ- 
ſion; and another in the fourth of 
his preſent Majeſty's reign; both im- 
poſing duties on his ſubjects in Ame- 
rica, which as they are im with 


- 


the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of raiſing 


a revenue, are, in effect, taxes. The 


poſition, that taxation and repreſen- 
tation are inſeparable, is founded on 
the immutable laws of nature: but 
the Americans had no repreſentation 


in the parliament, when they were 


taxed: are they not then un fortu- 
nate in theſe inſtances, in having 


that 3 which God and na- 


ture had joined ? Such are the local 
circumſtances of the colonies, at the 
B b diſtance 
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diſtance of a thouſand leagues from 
the metropolis, and ſeparated by a 
wide ocean, as will for ever render a 
juſt and equal repreſentation in the ſu- 
1 legiſlative, utterly impractica- 

le. Upon this conſideration, it is 
conceived, that his Majeſty's royal 
predeceſſors thought it equitable to 
form legiſlative bodies in America, 
as perfectly free as a ſubordination to 
the ſupreme legiſlative would admit 
of, that the ineſtimable right of being 
taxed only by repreſentatives of their 
own free election, might be preſerved 
and ſecured to their ſubjects here. 
The Americans have ever been con- 
ſidered by the nation as ſubjects re- 
mote ; and ſucceeding kings, even to 
the preſent happy reign, and until 
theſe acts were made, have always 
directed their requiſitions, to be laid 
before the. repreſentatives of their 
people in America, with which this 


province, and it is preſumed, all the 


Other colonies, have with the utmoſt 
chearfulneſs complied. Muſt it not 
then be grievous to ſubjects, who have 
in many repeated inſtances afforded 
the ſtrongeſt marks of loyalty and 
zeal for the honour and ſervice of 
their ſovereign, to be now called up- 
on, in a manner, which implies a 
diſtruſt of a free and willing compli- 
ance ? Such is the misfortune of the 


coloniſts, not only in the inſtances 


before-mentioned, bnt alſo in the caſe 
of the act for preventing mutiny and 
deſertion; which requires the gover- 
nor and council to provide enumera- 


| ted articles for the King's marching 


troops, and the people to pay the ex 
Pence. 

This is a great change; and in its 
nature delicate and important. Your 
Lordſhip will form your own judge- 
ment of the wiſdom of making ſuch 
a change, without the moſt preſſing 
reaſon, or an abſolute neceſſity. There 
can be no neceſſity, my Lord, as this 
Houſe humbly conceive : the ſubjects 
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in this province, and undoubtadly in 
all the colonies, however they may 
have been otherwiſe repreſented to 
his Majeſty's miniſters, are loyal : 
they are firmly attached to the mother 
ſtate : they always conſider her inter- 
eſt and their own as inſeparably in- 
terwoven, and it is their fervent wiſh 
that it may ever ſo remain: all the 
deſire is, to be reſtored to the ſtand- 
ing upon which they were originally 
put; to have the honour and privi- 
lege of voluntarily contributing to 
the aid of their ſovereign, when re- 
quired : they are free ſubjects; and 
it is hoped the nation will never con- 
ſider them as in a tributary ſtate. 

It is humbly ſubmitted to your 
Lordſhip, whether ſubjects can be 
ſaid to enjoy any degree of freedom, 
if the crown in addition to its un- 
doubted authority of conſtituting go- 
vernors, ſhould be authorized to ap- 
point ſuch ſtipends for them, as it 
ſhall judge proper, at their expence, 
and without their conſent. This is 
the unhappy ſtate to which his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in the colonies are reduced, 
by the act for granting certain duties 
on paper, and other articles. A pow- 
er without a check is always unſafe; 
and in ſome future time may intro- 
duce an abſolute government into 
America. The ll nos of the land 
here do not hold their commiſſions 
during good behaviour: is it not 
then juſtly to be apprehended, that 
at ſo great a diſtance from the throne, 
the fountain of national juſtice, with 
ſalaries altogether independent of the 
people, an arbitrary rule may take 
effect, which ſhall deprive a bench 
of juſtice of its glory, and the people 
of their ſecurity. 2 

When a queſtion ariſes on the pub- 
lic adminiſtration, the nation will 
judge and determine in conformity to 
its political conſtitution: the great 
end of the Britiſh conſtitution is uni- 
verſal liberty; and this Houſe reſts 

aſſured, 
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aſſured, that your Lordſhip's great ir- 
tereſt in the national councils will al- 
ways be engaged on the ſide of liber- 
ty and truth. 

Signed by the Speaker. 


A letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Chatham. 
Province of the Maſſachiſeits-Bay, 
Feb. 2. 1768. 
My Lord, | 

The particular attention you were 

pleaſed to give to the intereſt of the 
American fſubje&ts when their rights 
were in danger, and your noble and 
ſucceſsful efforts in ſupport of them, 
have left in the breaſts of all, the in- 
delible marks of gratitude. U he 
Houſe of Repreſentatives of this his 
Majeſty's province, having reaſon to 
be aſſured, that in every inſtance of 
your public conduct, you are influen- 
ced. by the principles of virtue and a 
diſintereſted public affection, beg 
leave to manifeit to your Lordſhip, 
a teſtimony. of their full confidence 
in you, by imploring your repeated 
aid and patronage at this time when 
the cloud again gathers thick over 
them. | 

It muſt afford the utmoſt ſatisfac- 
tion to the diſtreſſed colonifts, to find 
your Lordſhip ſo explicitly declaring 
your ſentiments in that _ prin- 
ciple in nature, that what a man 
hath honeſtly acquired is abſolutely 
and uncontroulably his own.** This 
principle is eſtabliſhed as a funda- 
mental rule in the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion, which eminently hath its foun- 
dation in the laws of nature; and 
conſequently it is the indiſputable 
right of all men, more eſpecially of 
a Britiſh ſubje&, to be preſent in per- 

ſon, or by repreſentation, in the body 
where he is taxed. 

But however fixed your Lordſhip 
and ſome others may be in this cardi- 
nal point, it is truly mortifying tomany 

vf his Majeſty's free and loyal ſub- 


jets, that even in the Britiſh parka- 
ment, that ſanctuary of liberty and 


juſtice, a different ſentiment ſeems of 


late to have prevailed, 

Unwilling to intrude upon your at- 
tention to the great affairs of ſtate, 
the Houſe would only refer your Lord- 
ſhip to an act paſſed in the fourth 
year of the preſent reign, and another 
in the laſt ſefſion of parliament ; both 
impoſing duties on the Americans, 
who were not repreſented, with the 
ſole and expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a 
revenue, What, my Lord. have the 
coloniſts done to forfeit the character 
and privilege af ſubjects, and to be 
reduced in effect to a tributary ſtate ? 
This Houſe may appeal to the nation, 
that the utmoſt aid of the people has 
been chearfully given when his Ma- 
jeſty required it: often, on their own 
motion, and when almoſt ready to 
ſuccumb under the expence of defend- 
ing their own borders, their zeal has 
carried them abroad for the honour of 
their ſovereign, and the defence of his 
rights: of this, my Lord, notto mention 
any more, the reduction of Louiſburgh 
in the year 1745, and the defence of his 
Majeſty's garriſon at Annapolis, and of 
all Nova Scotia, will be ſtanding monu- 
ments. Can there then be a neceſſity for 
ſo great a change, and in its nature fo 
delicate and important, that inftead 
of having the honour of his Majeſty's 
requiſitions laid before their repreſen- 
tatives here, as has been invariably 
the uſage, the parliament ſhould now 
tax them without their conſent ? 

The enemies of the coloniſts, for 
ſuch they unfortunately have, may 
have repreſented them to his Majeſty's 
miniſters, and the parliament, as fac- 
tious, undutiful, cifloyal: they, my 
Lord, are equally the enemies of Bri- 


tain : ſuch is your extenſive know- 


ledge of mankind, and the ſentiments 
and diſpoſition of the colonies in ge- 
neral, that this houſe would freely 


venture to reſt the character of her 
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conſtituents in your Lordſhip's judg- 
ment: furely it is no ill diſpoſition in 
the loyal ſubjects of a patriot king, 
with a decency, and firmneſs adapted 
a their character, to aſſert their free- 
m, | 
The colonies, as this Houſe hum- 
bly conceive, cannot be repreſented 
in the Britiſh parliament : their lo- 
cal circumſtances, at the diſtance of 
a thouſand leagues beyond the ſeas, 
forbids, and will for ever render it 
impracticable: this they apprehend, 
was the reaſon that his Majeſty's royal 
predeceſſors ſaw fit to ere ſubordi- 
nate legiſlative bodies in America as 
perfectly free as the nature of things 
would admit, that their remote ſub- 


Jets might enjoy that ineſtimable 


Tight, a repreſentation. Such a le- 
giſlative is conſtituted by the royal 
charter of this province. In this 
Charter, the King, for | himſelf, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, ts to the in- 
habitants all the lands and territories 
therein deſeribed, in free and com- 
mon ſoccage; as ample eſtate as the 
ſubjects can hold under the crown; 
together with all the rights, liberties, 

wleges, and immunities of his na- 
tural ſubjects born within the realm; 
of which the moſt eſſential is a power 
inveſted in the general aſſembly to 
levy ꝓroportionable and reaſonable 
eaxes on the eſtates and perſons of 
the inhabitants, for the ſervice of his 
Majeſty, and the neceſſary defence 
and ſupport of his government of the 
province, and the protection and pre- 
zervation of the inhabitants. But 
though they were originally, and al- 
ways, fince their ſettlement, have 
been conſidered as ſubjects remote, 
they have ever cheriſhed a warm af- 
fection for the mother ftate, and a 
regard for the intereſt and happineſs 
of their fellow ſubjects in Britain. 
If then the colonies are charged with 
the moſt diſtant thought of an inde- 
Pendency, your Lordthip may be aſ- 
lured, that, with reſpect to the peo- 
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ple of this province, and it is pre- 
ſumed, of all the colonies, the charge 
is unjuſt. 

Nothing would have prevailed up. 
on the Houſe to have given your 
Lordſhip this trouble, but the neceſ- 
fity of a powerful advocate, when 
their liberty 1s in danger: ſuch they 


have more than once found you to be; 


and as they humbly hope they have 
never forfeited your patronage, they 
intreat that your great intereſt in the 
national councils may ſtill be em- 
ployed m their behalf, that they may 
de reſtored to the ſtanding of free 
ſubjects. 

That your Lordſhip may enjoy a 
firm ſtate of health, and long be con- 
tinued a great bleſſing to the nation 
and her colonics, 1s the ardent wiſh 
of this Houſe. 

Signed by the Speaker. 


A Letter to the Right Hon. the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury. 
Province of the Maſſachuſetta-Bay, 

February 17, 1768. 
My Lerds, | | 
The Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
this his Majeſty's province beg leave 
to lay before your Lordſhips the great 
difficulties to which they are reduced, 
by the operation of divers acts of Par- 


liament, impoſing duties to be levied 


on the ſubjects of the American colo- 
nies, and made with the ſole and ex- 
preſs purpoſe of _—_ a revenue: 
and beg the favour of your candid 
judgment and great intereſt in the 
national councils for their redreſs. 
As their conſtituents are not in any 
manner repreſented in the Parlia- 
ment, they cannot ſo much wonder, 
that taxes and burdens are laid upon 
them, which they humbly apprehend 
could have been made to appear to be 
beyond all bounds of equity and pro- 


portion; and this conſideration they 


are ſure would have had its due weight 
in the Britiſh houſe of commons. 
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By act of Parliament, your Lord- 
ſhips are ſenſible, that the colonies 
are reftrained from importing com- 
modities, the growth or manufac- 
ture of Europe, ſaving a few arti- 
cles, except from Great Britain : by 
this policy, the demand of Britiſh 
manufactures from the colonies is 
greatly increaſed ; and the manufac- 
turers have the advantage of their own 
price. Hence it appears, that what 
1s gained by the ſubjects in Great 
Britain, is a loſs to thoſe in America; 
for there can be no doubt, as this 
Houſe conceive, but that if the colo- 
niſts were allowed to purchaſe ſuch 
commodities at foreign markets, they 
might have them at a cheaper rate 
or, which is the fame thing to them, 
the Britiſh, manufacturers would be 
neceſſitated to redace their price, 
Thus alſo, with regard to the many 
articles of their produce, which the 
olonies are by act of Parliament re- 
trained from ſending to foreign ports: 
his occaſioned a great plenty of Ame- 
ican exports, and oftentimes a glut 
t the Britiſh markets, which always 
üminiſnes the price, and makes a 
ofs to the American, and an equal 
ain to the ſubject in Britain. This 
egulation, evidently deſigned in fa- 
our of thoſe of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
habiting in Great Britain, the houſe 
$ not at this time complaining of: 
ut chey beg your Lordſhips conſide- 
ation, whether, in addition to theſe 
urdens, it is not grievous to their 
onſtituents, to be obliged to pay du- 
5 on Britiſh manutactures here: 
pecially conſidering, that, as the 
Mſumers of thoſe manufactures, they 
Wa great proportion of the duties 
d taxes laid upon them in Britain. 
is computed by a late celebrated 
Utiſh writer, that the artificial value 
ling from theſe duties are not leſs 
an fifty per cent. Your Lordfhips 
then form an eſtimate of the part 
at is paid annually upon the impor 
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tation into America, which is gene- 
rally allowed to be at leaſt two mil- 
lions ſterling. - So great are the ad- 


vantages ariling yearly to Great Bri- 


tain {rom the colonies, moſt of which, 
it is ſaid, were fettled, and have been 
maintained and defended, till within 
a very few years, ſolely at their own 
expence: this Houſe can atiirm for 
one province only. 

But the bearing an unequal ſhare 
of the public burthens, though a real 
grievance, is of but ſmall confidera- 
tion, when compared with another, 
in the mentioning of which, the 
Houſe begs your Lordſhip's indul- 
gence. 'The duties levied in America, 
by virtue of the aforementioned acts, 


were impoſed with the ſole and ex- 


preſs purpoſe of raifing a revenue; 
and are to be applied, in the firſt 
place, for making a more certain and 
adequate proviſion for the charge of 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, and the 
ſupport of civil government, in ſuch 
colonies where 1t ſhall be found ne- 
ceſſary ; and the reſidue is from time to 
time to be diſpoſed of by Parhament, 
towards defraying the neceſſary ex- 
pences of defending, protecting, and 
ſecuring the colonies. It is humbly 
ſubmitted, whether his Majeſty's com- 
mons in Britain have not, by theſe 
acts, granted the property of their. 
fellow ſubjects in America, without 


their conſent in Parliament. Vour 


Lordſhips will allow, that it is an un- 
alterable rule in equity, that a man 


ſhall have the free uſe and the ſole . 


diſpoſal of his property. This origi- 
nal principle, to the laſting honour 
of our Britiſh anceſtors, was in early 
time ingrafted into the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, and 1s the greateſt ſecurity, as 
well as the brighteſt ornament of a 
Britiſh ſubject. It adds to the real 
grandeur of the / Britiſh monarch, 
whoſe happy ſubjects have an unſha- 
ken opinion of their own ſafety, 
which is the perſection of political 
5 Üüberty: 
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liberty: ſuch a conſtitution ſhall in 
future ages be admired, when the 
names ot tyrants and their vaſſals 
ſhall be alike forgot. This conſtitu- 
tion, my Lords, is fixed : 1t 1s from 
thence that all power in the ſtate de- 
rives its authority: therefore, no 
power can excecd the bounds of it 
without Ceftro\ing its own foundati- 
on. I: is conceived, that even the 
remoteſt and moſt inconſiderable ſub- 
ject hath an equitable claim to the 
benefit of the fundamental rules of 
the conſtitution; for all Britiſh ſub- 
jects are alike free. The bleſſings of 
the Britiſh conſtitution will for ever 
keep the ſubjects in this province 
united to the mother ſtate, as long as 
the ſentiments of liberty are preferv- 
ed: but what liberty can remain to 
them, when their property, the fruit 
of their toil and induſtry, and the 
prop of all their ſuture hopes in Hfe, 
may be taken from them at the diſ- 
cretion of others? They have never 
been backward in affording their aid 
to his Majeſty, to the extent of their 
ability : they can ſay without vanity, 
and rhey may be allowed to boaſt, 
that from the days of their anceſtors, 
no ſubjects have given more fignal 
proofs of zeal for the ſervice and ho- 
nour of their ſovereign, and affection 
for the parent country: It has ſtill of 
late been the invariable uſage for his 
Majeſty's requiſitions to be laid before 
their own repreſentatives ; and their 
aid has not been tributary, but the 
free and voluntary gitt of all: the 
change 1s in its nature delicate and 
important; your Lordſhips will judge 
whether there be any neceſſity or prei- 
ting reaſons of it: the Houſe are not 
inſenſible that the colonies have their 
enemies, who may have repreſented 
them to his Majeſty's miniſters, and 
the Parliament as ſeditious, diſloyal, 
and diſpoſed to ſet up an indepen- 
dency on Great Britain : but they 
rely upon the candour of your Lord- 
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ſhips judgment: they can affirm, that 
with regard to this province, and, they 
preſume, all the colonies, the ch 
is injurious and unjuſt ; the ſuperin. 
tending authority of his Majeſty; 
high court of Parliament, the ſupreme 
legiſlative over the whole empire, is 
as clearly admitted here as in Britain; 
ſo far as is conſiſtent with the funda. 
mental rules of the conſtitution : and, 
it is preſumed, it is not further ad. 
miſiable there. 
The Houſe are humbly in opinion, 
that a repreſentation of their conſtitu- 
ents in that high court, by reaſon of 
local circumſtances, will for ever be 
impracticable: and that his Majeſty', 
royal predeceſſors were gracioully 
pleaſed, by charter, to erect a legil- 
lative in the province, as perfel 
free as a ſubordination would admit 
that the ſubjects here might enjoy the 
unalienable right of a repreſentation 
and further, that the nation hat 
ever ſince conſidered them as ſubject 
though remote, and conceded to th 
acts of the ſubordinate legiſlation 
Their eharter is a check upon them 
and effectually ſecures their depend 
ance on Great Britain; for no ad 
can be in force till the King's ge 
vernor has given his aſſent, and 
laws that are made are laid before 
Majeſty, who at any time, during, 
three years after they are made, mi f 
diſannul them at his roy pleaſuref . 
under this check the Houſe humbi 2 
conceive a repreſentation in Parl t 
ment cannot be neceſſary for the 1F ;, 
tion, and for many reaſons it can 1 
be eligible to them: all they de 
is, to be placed on their origi! 


| © 
ſtanding, that they may ſtill be ha „ 
py in the enjoyment of their invalu 4 
ble privileges, and the nation ml 2 
{till reap the advantage of their grout wW 
and proſperity. Y ſe 
The Houſe intreat your Lord C: 
patience one moment longer, Wl ſe 


they juſt mention the danger ! 
8 . X A apt 
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apprehend to their liberties, if the 
crown, in addition to its uncontro- 
yerted right of pt amy HY gover- 
nor, ſhould alſo appoint him a ſti- 

nd at the expence of the people, 
2nd without their conſent. And alſo, 
whether, as the judges and other civil 
officers of the province do not hold 
commiſſions during good behaviour, 
there is not a probability that arbitrary 
rule may in ſome time take effect, 
to the ſubverſion of the principles of 
equity and juſtice, and the ruin of 
liberty and virtue. 

Itis humbly hoped, that your Lord- 
ſhips will conceive a favourable opi- 
nion of the people of the province ; 
and that you will patronize their li- 
berties, ſo far as in your great wil- 
dom and candour you ſhall judge to 
be right. 

Signed by the Speaker. 


T he following is a genuine copy of the 
circulatory letter which <was ſent 
From the Houſe of Repreſentatives 
of the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
to the Speakers of the reſpettive 
Houſes and Burgeſſes on the Continent 
of North America. 
Province 4 the Ma ſſachuſetts-Bay, 
Feb. 11, 1768. 
SIR, | | 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
this province have taken into their 
ſerious conſideration the great difficu]- 
ties that muſt accrue to themſelves 
and their conſtituents, by the opera- 
tion of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament 
impoſing duties and taxes on the Ame- 
rican colonies. 

As it is a ſubject in which every 
colony is deeply intereſted, they have 
no reaſon to doubt but your Houle is 
duly impreſſed with its importance; 
and that ſuch conſtitutional meaſures 
will be come-into as are proper. It 
ſeems to be neceſſary, that all poſſible 
care ſhould be taken that the repre- 
ſentations of the ſeveral aſſemblies, 
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upon ſo delicate a point, ſhould har- 
monize with each other: the Houſe 
therefore hope that this letter will be 
candidly conſidered in no other light 
than as expreſſing a diſpoſition freely 
to communicate their mind to a ſiſter 
colony, upon a common concern, in 
the ſame manner as they would be 
glad to receive the ſentiments of your, 
or any other Houſe of Aſſembly on 
the continent. 

The Houſe have humbly repreſent- 
ed to the Miniſtry their own ſenti- 
ments: that his Majeſty's High Court 
of Parliament is the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive power over the whole empire: 
that in all free ſtates the conſtitution 
is fixed: and as the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive derives its power and authority 
from the conſtitution, it cannot over- 
leap the bounds of it, without de- 
ſtroying its foundation: that the con- 
ſtitution aſcertains and limits both 
ſovereignty and allegiance: and there- 
fore his Majeſty's American ſubjects 
who acknowledge themſelves bound 
by the ties of allegiance, have an 
equitable claim to the full enjoyment 
of the fundamental rules of the Bri- 
tiih conſtitution: that it is an eſſential 
unalterable right in nature, ingrafted 
into the Britiſh conſtitution as a fun- 
damental law, and ever held ſacred 
and irrevocable by the ſubjects within 
the realm, that what a man hath ho- 
neſtly acquired is abſolutely his own, 
which he may freely give, but cannot 
be taken from him without his con- 
ſent: that the American ſubjects may 
therefore, excluſive of any confidera- 


tion of charter rights, with a decent 


firmneſs adapted to the charaRer of 
freemen and ſubjects, aſſert this na- 
tural conſtitutional right. 

It is moreover their humble opinion, 
which they expreſs with the greateſt 
deference to the wiſdom of the parlia- 
ment; that the acts made there, im- 
poſing duties on the people of this 
province, with the ſole and expreſs 

purpoſe 
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this Houſe have 


urpoſe of raiſing a revenue, are in- 
— of their natural and con- 
ſtitutional rights; becauſe, as they 
are not repreſented in the Britiſh par- 
lament, his Majeſty's commons in 
Britain by thoſe acts grant their pro- 


perty without their conſent. 


This Houſe ſurther are of opinion, 
that their conſtituents, conſidering 
their local circumſtances, cannot by 
any poſſibility be repreſented in the 
Parliament; and that it will for ever 
be impracticable that they ſhould be 
equaily repreſented there, and conſe- 
quently not at all; being ſeparated 
by an ocean of a thouſand leagues : 


that his Majeſty's royal predeceſſlors, 


for this reaſon, were graciouſly pleaſed 
to form a ſubordinate legiſlative here, 
that their ſubjects might enjoy the 
unalienable right of a repreſentation. 
Alſo that conſidering the utter im- 
practicability of their ever being fully 
and equally repreſented in parlia- 
ment, and the great expence that 
muſt unavoidably attend even a par- 
tial repreſentation there, this Houſe 
think, that a taxation of their conſti- 
tuents, even without their conſent, 
grievous as it is, would be preferable 
to any repreſentation that could be 
admitted for them there. 

Upon theſe principles, and alſo 
conſidering that were the right in the 
parliament ever ſo clear, yet for ob- 
vious reaſons it would be beyond the 
rule of equity, that their conſtituents 
ſhould be taxed on the manufactures 
of Great Britain here, an addition to 
the duties they pay for them in Eng- 
land, and other advantages ariſing jo 
Great Britain from the acts of trade; 
ferred a humble, 
dutiful, and loyal petition to our moſt 
gracious ſovereign, and made ſuch 
repreſentation to his Majeſty's mini- 
ſters, as they apprehend would tend 
to obtain redreſs. | 

They have alſo ſubmitted to con- 


fideration, whether any people can 
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be ſaid to enjoy any degree of free. 
dom, if the crown, in addition to jt, 
undoubted authority of conſtituting g 
governor, ſhould appoint him ſuch a 
ſtipend as it ſhall judge proper, with. 
out the conſent ot the people, and at 
their expence: and whether, while 
the judges of the land, and other civil 
ofñcers, ho'd not their commiſiions 
during good behaviour, their having 
ſalaries appointed for them by the 
crown, independant of the people, 
hath not a tendency to ſubvert the 
principles o: equity, and endanger 
the happineſs and ſecurity of the ſub- 


In addition to theſe meaſures, the 
Houſe have wrote a letter, to their 
agent, Mr, De Berdt, the ſentiments 
of which he is directed to lay before 
the miniſtry; wherein they take no- 
tice of the hardſhip of the act for 
preventing mutiny and defertion ; 
which requires the governor and 
council to provide enumerated articles 
for the King's marching troops, and 


the people to pay the expence: and 


alſo the commiti;on of the gentlemen 
appointed commiſſioners ot the cuſ- 
toms to refide in America, which 
authorizes them to make as many ap- 
pointments as they think fit, and to 
pay the appointees what ſums they 
pleaſe, for whoſe mal- conduct they 
are not accountable: from whence 
it may happen, that officers of the 
crown may be multiplied to ſuch a 


degree, as to become dangerous to 
the liberty of the people, by virtue 


of a commiſſion Which doth not ap- 
pear to this Houſe to derive any ſuch 


advantages to trade as many have 


been led to expect. 

Theſe are the ſentiments and pro- 
ccedings of this houſe : and as they 
have too much reaſon to believe, that 
the enemies of the colonies have re- 
preſented them to his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters and the parliament as factious, 
diſloyal, and having a diſpoſition — 

make 
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make themſelves independent of the 
mother country, they have taken oc- 


caſion, in the moſt humble terms, to 


aſſure his Majeſty and his miniſters, 
that with regard to the people of this 
province, and, as they doubt not, of 
all the colonies, that the charge is 
unjuſt. 

The Houſe is fully ſatisfied, that 
your aſſembly is too generous and en- 
larged in ſentiment to believe, that 
this letter proceeds from an ambition 
of taking the lead, or dictating to 
the other aſſemblies : they freely ſub- 
mit their opinion to the judgment of 
others ; and ſhall take it kind in your 
Houſe to point out to them any 
thing further that may be thought 
neceſſary. | 

This Houſe cannot conclude with- 
out expreſſing their firm confidence in 
the King, our common head, and 
father, that the united and dutiful 
ſupphcations of his diſtreſſed Ameri- 
can ſubjects will meet with his royal 
and favourable acceptance. 

Signed by the Speaker. 

A copy of the above letter was alſo, 
by order of the Houſe, ſent to Dennis 
De Berat, Eſq; agent te the province 
in London; that he might mae uſe of it, 
if neceſſary, to prevent any miſrepreſenta- 
tion of it in England. 


In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Feb. 
13, 1708. 

Whereas this Houſe hath directed 
that a letter be ſent to the ſeveral 
Houſes of Repreſentatives and Bur- 
geſſes of the Britiſh colonies on the 
continent, ſetting forth the ſentiments 
of the Houſe, with regard to the great 
Uticulties that muſt accrue by the 
operation of divers acts of parliament, 
tor levying duties and taxes on the co- 
lonies for the ſole and expreſs purpoſe 
of raiſing a revenue, and their pro- 
ceedings thereon, in an humble, loy- 
al and dutiful petition to the King, 
and ſuch repreſentations to his Ma- 


jeſty's miniſters as they apprehended 
might have a tendency to their ob- 
taining relief: and whereas it is the 
opinion of this Houſe, that all effec- 
tual methods ſhould be taken to cul- 
tivate a harmony between the ſeveral 
branches of this government, as bein 
neceſſary to promote the proſperity of 
his Majeſty's government in the pro- 
vince: 

Reſolved, That Mr. Otis, Col. 
Preble, Mr. Spooner, Mr. Sayward, 
and Mr. Hall, be a committee to 
wait on his Excellency the Governor, 
and acquaint him that a copy of the 
letter aforeſaid will be laid before 
him as ſoon as it can be drafted, as 
well as of all the proceedings of the 
Houſe relative to ſaid affair, if he 
ſhall deſire it; and that the ſaid com- 
mittee humbly requeſt that his Excel- 
lency would be pleaſed to favour the 
Houſe with a copy of the letter from 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Shelburne, 
lately read to the Houſe by order of 
his Excellency, and his own ſevera 
letters to which it refers. 

T. Cusninc, Speaker. 
His Excellency's Anſwer. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
" tives. 

In anſwer to your meſſage of the 
13th inſtant, I find it neceſſary to in- 
form you, that foon after the letter 
of the Earl of Shelburne was read in 

our Houle, I ordered a copy of it to 
bs given to the Speaker, to be uſed 
as he ſhould think fit, upon con i- 
tion that no other copy ſhould be 
taken thereof: I am very willing 
that the copy in the Speaker's hands 
ſhould be communicated to you in 
any manner which is conſiſtent with 
that reſtriction, gi 

I know of no letters of my own 
which I think can be of any uſe to you 
upon this occaſion. 

I quite agree with you in opinion 
that all effectual methods ſhould be 
taken to cultivate an harmony between 

Cc the 
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the ſeveral branches of the legiſlature 
of this government, as being neceſ- 
ſary to promote the proſperity of the 
province; and I ſhall chearfully join 
with you in all proper meaſures for ſo 
ſalutary a purpoſe. | 
Council-Chamber, Fra. BERNARD. 

Feb. 16, 1768. 

In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Feb. 
18, 1768. 

Ordered, that Mr. Hancock, Ma- 
jor Frye, Colonel Richmond, Colonel 
Noyes, and Col. Stoddard, be a com - 
mittee to wait upon his Excellency 
the Governor, nal prefitnt to him the 
following anſwer to his meſſage of the 
16th inſtant. 

T. Cusninc, Speaker. 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
Your metlage of the 16th inſtant 


has been read and duly conſidered in 


the Houſe of Repreſentatives. The 
manner, in which your Excellen 

was pleaſed to introduce into this 
houſe the letter from the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Shelburne, by. giving or- 
ders to the ſecretary to read it with- 
out leaving a copy, appeared to be 
unprecedented and unparliamentary ; 
but this made but a light impreſſion 
on the houſe, when the members re- 
collected, as far as they could, the 
unfavourable ſentiments his lordſhip 
thought himſelf neceſſitated to enter- 
tain of the two houſes of this aſſem- 
bly, and of ſome particular members 
in this houſe, whoſe characters in the 
opinion of the houſe ſtand unimpeach- 
able. Under this apprehenſion they 
. it neceſſary for their vindica- 
tion humbly to requeſt your Excellen- 
cy to favour them with a copy of his 
lordſhip's letter; and as it appeared 
to them that his lordſhip had formed 
his ſentiments of the two houſes, and 
their members, from your own letters 
to which he referred, the houſe thought 
they could not do themſelves and their 
members juſtice, unleſs they could be 
favoured with a ſight of them alſo, 
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and accordingly requeſted it of yout 
Excellency. 

You are pleaſed to ſay that you 
know of no letters of your on that 
you think can be of any uſe to the 
houſe upon this occaſion.”*--"T'he houſe 
did not in their vote or meſſage ſay 
what occaſion they had to requeſt 
them. But when his M expreſs. 
ly ſays, that it appears from your 
ſeveral letters, that your negativing 
counſellors the late elections was 
done with due deliberation and judg- 


ment, it is natural for the houſe to 


conclude, that your Excellency had 
thought it convenient, to give his 
lordſhip, the particular reaſons you 
had, for a meaſute fo rare and extra- 
ordinary.—-Theſe reaſons ſeem to 
have prevailed to juſtify your Excel- 
lency; for his lordſhip acquaints you, 
that his Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed 
to approve of your having exerted 
the power lodged in you by the con- 
ſtitution of the province: but unfor- 
tunately for the two houſes his lord- 
ſhip paſſes a different judgment upon 
their conduct, and takes occaſion to 
applaud the wiſdom of thoſe who 
framed the charter, in providing thar 
a power ſhould be placed in the Go- 
vernor as an occaſional check upon 
any indiſcreet uſe of the right of 
electing counſellors. It evidently ap- 
pears from this paſſage, that his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſter has conceived an opi- 
nion of the two houſes, as having 
made an indiſcreet uſe of a charter 
right. The houſe were willing to be 
convinced that this opinion and other 
ſentiments expreſſed in his lordſhip's 


letter, which imply an high cenſure 


upon the two houſes, and upon par- 
ticular members of this houſe, were 
rather inferences drawn from your 
letters, in which his lordſhip might 
be liable to miſtake, than the direct 
expreſſions of it: had your Excellen- 
cy been pleaſed, to have favoured 
them with the copies, they 5 

ave 
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have been of uſe on this occaſion, 
and ſatisfactory to the houſe: but 
as you have thought proper to refuſe 
them, they are left to conjecture with 
all . poſſible candour, and appeal to 
the world. | 
His Lordſhip is induced to believe, 
that the aſſembly have made an indiſ- 
creet uſe of their right of chuſing 
counſellors, to the excluſion of the 


rincipal officers of government from 


the board, whoſe preſence there as 
counſellors ſo manifeſtly tends to fa- 
cilitate the courſe of public buſineſs, 
and who have therefore been before 
this period uſually elected; and, that 
they have thus exerted their right, 
with a far different intention from 
that, of promoting the re-eſtabliſh- 


ment of tranquility, and evincing the 


duty and attachment of the colony 
towards Great-Britain.— The houſe 
would be glad to juſtify this conſtruc- 
tion of his Lordſhip's letter, which 
is nearly in the words of it, by pub- 
liſhing it in their journals, but that is 


Inconſiſtent with your Excellency's re- 


ſtrictions.— This is not the firſt time 


that his Majeſty's miniſters, and even 


his Majeſty himſelf, after having had 
before him your Excellency's letters, 
and the incloſures, has thought it 
neceſſary to form an opinion of his 
loyal ſubjects of this province, as hav- 
ing a degree of ill temper prevailing 
among them: and your Excellency 
cannot be inſenſible, that the preſent 
houſe have heretofore, for the ſake of 
conciliating the minds of the people, 
and reſtoring an unanimity to this ge- 
neral court, requeſted your Excellen- 
cy to give them the opportunity of 
making it evident to their conſtit 

ents, that your letters had no ten- 
dency to induce ſuch an opinion: 
and the houſe ſtill think that nothing 
would tend more to promote the ſa- 
lutary 1 80 of cultivating an har- 
mony between the ſeveral branches 
of this legiſlature, in which your Ex- 


cellency expreſſes a diſpoſition chear- 
fully to join with the houſe, than an 
open and unreſerved explanation to 
each other: for this purpoſe, the 
houſe in their meſſage aſſured you, 
that they were ready to lay before you 
their humble petition to his Majeſty, 
and their repreſentations to his mini- 
ſters, with all their other proceedings 
upon the important matters that have 
been before them, at the ſame time 
that they made their reaſonable re- 
queit of your Excellency's letters. 
After having recited a great part 
of the ſentiment of his Lordſhip's 
letter, no one can be aſtoniſhed at 
the concluſion he is pleaſed to make, 
that under ſuch circumſtances it can- 
not be ſurpriſing, that his Majeſty's 
governor exerts the xight entruſted to 
him by the ſame conſtitution, to the 
purpoſe of excluding thoſe from the 
council, whoſe miſtaken zeal may 
have led them into improper exceſles, 
and whoſe private reſentments (and 
his lordſhip adds, he ſhould be ſorry 
to aſcribe to them motives ſtill more 
blameable) may in your opinion fur- 
ther lead them to embarraſs the ad- 
miniſtration and endanger the quiet 
of the province.—Surely his lordſhip 
would never have paſſed fuch a cen- 
ſure upon the two houſes of aſſembly, 
nor upon particular gentlemen alto- 
gether ſtrangers to him, but upon 
what he thought to be the beſt autho- 
rity: it is far beneath his charaQter 
and dignity to give credit, or even 
to hearken to any account ſo preju- 
dicial to the reputation of the pro- 
vince, and of particular perſons, but 
what he receives from gentlemen in 
the higheſt ſtations in it.— Vour Ex- 
cellency then muſt allow the houſe to 
believe, until they ſnall be convinced 


to the contrary, that your ſeveral let- 


ters, to which his lordſhip refers, are 
ſo fully expreſſed as to have left his 
lordſhip no room to ſuſpect that he 
could be miſtaken. 
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In ſuch a cafe your Excellency can- 


not think that the houſe can remain 


in filence: they recommend to their 
injured members a becoming calm- 
neſs and fortitude ; and take this oc- 
caſion to bear a teſtimony to their 
zeal for the honour of their king and 
the rights of their cenſtituents : but 
the character of the people whom this 
houſe repreſent, as well as their own 
honour is at ſtake, and requires them 
to take every prudent meaſure for 
their own vindication. The houſe 
are truly ſorry that this new occaſion 
of miſtruſt and jealouſy has happen- 
ed, but they can never be ſo wanting 
to themſelves, as to omit the oppor- 
tunity of removing from his lordſhip's 
mind the . unfavourable impreſſions 
which appear by his letters, and what 
15 of much greater importance tothem, 
of ſtanding before their ſovereign in 
their own juſt character of loyal ſub- 
jects. N 
February 23, 1768. 
The Secretary went down to the Houſe 
of Reprejentatives with the follow- 
ing meſjage from his Excellency. the 
Governor, which to. prevent mi/- 
takes was reduced to writing, and 
a copy thereof aciivered to the Speat- 
er. | 
Mr. Speaker, | 
I am ordered by his Excellency to 
inform vou that as this Houſe has 
thought fit to permit their meſſage of 
Feb. 18th, containing extracts from 
the Secretary of State's letter with 
obſervations upon it to he printed in 


a common news-paper, it is to no 


purpoſe to continue the reſtriction 
againſt granting copies of ſuch let- 
ter: he therefore conſents that it may 
be entered upon the journal of the 
houſe. | 


Copy of a letter from the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Shelburne, to his Excel- 
Jency Gov. Bernard, dated White- 
hall, 17th Sept. 1767, which was 


read to the Houſe by order of his Ex- 

cellency, and occafioned the letter 10 

his Lordſhip inſerted p. 198. 

I have the pleaſure to ſignify to you 
his Majeſty's approbation of your 
conduct, and to acquaint you, that 
he is graciouſly pleaſed to approve 


of your having exerted the power 


lodged in you by the conſtitution of 
the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
of negativing counſellors in the late 
election, which appears from your 
ſeveral letters to have been done with 
due deliberation and judgment. 
Thoſe who framed the preſeat char- 
ter very wiſely provided that this 
power ſhould be placed in the gover- 
nor as an Qccahonal check upon any 
indiſcreet uſe of the right of electing 
counſellors, which was given by char- 
ter to the aſſembly, which might at 
certain periods, by an improper exer- 
ciſe, have a tendency to diſturb the 
deliberations of that part of the le- 
giſlature, from whom the greateſt 
gravity and moderation is more wh 


.culiarly expected. As long therefore 


as the aſſembly ſhall exert their right 
of election to the excluſion of the 
principal officers of government, from 
council, whoſe preſence there, as 
counſellors, ſo manifeſtly tends to 
facilitate the courſe of public buſi- 
neſs, and who have therefore been 
before this period uſually elected, and 


whilſt, in particular, they exclude men 


of ſuch unexceptionable characters as 


both the preſent lieutenant governor 
and ſecretary undoubtedly are, and 


that too, at a time when it is more 
peculiarly the duty of all parts of the 
conſtitution to promote the re-eſtab- 
liſhment of tranquility, and not fore- 
go the leaſt occaſion of evincing the 
duty and attachment of the colony 


towards Great-Britain ; it cannot, 


under ſuch circumſtances, be ſurpriz- 
ing that his Majeſty's governor exerts 
the right entruſted to him by the ſame 
conſtitution, to the purpoſe of ex- 
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cluding thoſe from the council whoſe 
miſtaken zeal may have led them in- 
to improper exceſſes, and whoſe pri- 
vate reſentments (and I ſhould be 
ſorry to aſcribe to them motives ſtill 
more blameable) may in your opinion 
further lead them to embarraſs the 
adminiſtration and endanger the quiet 
of the province. 

The diſpute which has ariſen con- 
cerning the lieutenant-governor's be- 
ing preſent without a voice, at the 
0 of the council, is no 
otherwiſe important, than as it tends 
to ſnew a warmth in the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives which J am extreme- 
ly ſorry for.— There is no pretence 
of danger to be apprehended from 
the preſence of the lieutenant gover- 
nor in council, there is no novelty in 
the practice, and there is an apparent 
utility and propriety in admitting Hi 
to be preſent at the deliberations of 
the council, who may be ſuddenly 
called to the adminiſtration of the 

rovince. If this oppoſition to the 
Lan governor's ſitting in coun- 
cil, is to be conſidered as perſonal, it 
muſt appear here very extraordinary, 
that a perſon of his very reſpectable 
character, and whoſe learning and 
ability have been excrted in the ſer- 
vice of America, ſhould yet meet 
with ſo much animoſity and ill-will 
in a province, which ſeems to owe 
him particular obligations. But the 

ueſtion concerning his admiſſion 
ſeems to lie after all in the breaſt of 
the council only, as being the proper 
judges of their own privileges, and 
as having the beſt right to determine 
whom they will admit to be preſent 
at their deliberations. 

As to what concerns the agency of 
the province, it is doubtleſs a point 
that merits attention: but as matters 
of this nature from other provinces 
have been heretofore under the con- 


ſideration of the lords of trade, his 


Majeſty has been pleaſed to refer the 
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whole matter to their lordſhips for 


their report, before any determination 
ſhall be taken thereupon. 

I am to inform you, Sir, that it is 
his Majeſty's determined reſolution to 
extend to you his countenance and 
protection in every conſtitutional mea- 
ſure that ſhall be found neceſſary for 
the ſupport of his government in the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay: and it will be 
your care and your duty to avail your- 
ſelf of ſuch protection in thoſe caſes 
only, where the honour and dignity 
of his Majeſty's government is really 
either mediately or immediately con- 


cerned, 
It is unneceſſary to obſerve that the 


nature of the Engliſh conſtitution is 
ſuch as to furniſh no real ground of 
jealouſy to- the colonies, and where 
there 1s ſo large a foundation of con- 
fidence, it cannot be, but that acci- 
dental jealouſies muſt ſubſide, and 
things again return to their proper 
and national courſe; the extremes 
even of legal right, on either ſide, 
though ſometimes neceſſary, are al- 
ways inconvenient, and men of real 
property, who muſt be ſenſible that 
their own proſperity is connected with 
the tranquility of 'the province, will 
not long be inactive, ſuffer their quiet 


to be diſturbed, and the peace 


and ſafety of the ſlate endangered 
by the indiſcretion or reſentment of 
any. | | 
I am, with great truth and regard, 
Sir, your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


SHELBURNE. 


A Letter to the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Shelburne, occafioned by his Lord- 
ſhip's Letter to his Excellency Go- 
wvernor Bernard, read to the Heuſe 
by the Secretary, by his Excellency's 
Order. | 
Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
| January 22, 1768. 
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N My Lord, | 
His Excellency Governor Bernard 


has been pleaſed to give orders to the 


ſecretary of this province to read to 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives a letter 
he had received from your Lordſhip, 
dated Whitehall the 17th of Septem- 
ber, 1767 ; which having done, the 
ſecretary withdrew, without leaving 
a copy as uſual, 

The Hauſe were both grieved and 
aſtoniſhed to find your Lordſhip un- 
der a neceſſity of expreſſing ſuch un- 
favourable ſentiments of the two 
Houſes of the general aſſembly, as 
well as of ſome particular members of 
this Houle, altogether ſtrangers to you, 
with regard to the election of counſel- 


lors in May laſt. They obſerved, . 


that your Lordſhip's letter had a re- 
ference to ſeveral of his Excellency's 
letters, upon which your ſentiments 


| kemed to be formed: and as his Ex- 


cellency had intimated to the Speaker 
of the Houſe his deſire of having a 
copy of a certain letter which the 
Houſe had directed to be ſent to the 
Speakers of the ſeveral Houſes of Aſ- 
ſembly in the other colonies, a copy 
of which it is preſumed will be laid 
before your Lordſhip ; the Houſe ap- 

2 a committee to wait on his 


cellency, and acquaint him, that 


they were ready to lay before him the 
nid letter, and their whole proceed- 
ings, relating to an important affair 


then before them, if he ſhould defire 


it. And the ſame committee was di- 


rected humbly to requeſt his Excel- 


tency to favour the Houſe with a copy 
of your Lordſhip's letter, together with 
His own letters to which it referred. 
Whereupon meſſages paſſed between 
the Governor and Houſe, which the 


Houſe begs leave to incloſe to your 


Lordſhip. 
As the Houſe think they have juſt 
grounds of ſuſpicion, that his Excel- 


| Jency's letters to your Lordſhip con- 


tin, at leaſt, an implication of charge 


and accuſation againſt them, which 
they are kept in ignorance of, they 
rely upon your known candour an 
juſtice, that upon this their humble 
_— you will be pleaſed to give 
orders, that copies be laid before the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives; that they 
may have the opportunity of vindi.. 
cating themſelves and their conſti- 
tuents, and of happily removing from 
your mindan opinionof them, ground. * 
ed, as your Lordſhip might then rea. 
ſonably Judge, upon good informa- 
tion, as having behaved.in a manner 
unbecoming the character of loyal 
ſubjects. They hope you will be ſo 
favourable as to ſnipend your farther 
Judgment of them, till they can be 
made acquainted with the matters 
that may have been alledged againſt 
them, and can make their defence, 
In the mean time they beg leave juſt 
to mention to your Lordſhip, that 
the elections of the laſt May, lo far as 
this Houſe had a part in them, were 
made with a freedom and deliberation 
ſuitable to the importance of them : 
that they were in fluenced by no mo- 
tives but the proſperity of his Majeſ- 
ty's 8 and the happineſs of 
his ſubjects: that the non- election of 
ſeveral gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racter and lation, was by no means 
the effect of party prejudice, private 
reſentment, or motives ftill more 
blameable ; but the reſult of calm re- 
flection upon the danger that might 
accrue to our excellent conſtitution, 
and the liberties of the people, from 
too great an opinion of the legiſlative, 
executive and judiciary powers of go- 
vernment, which, in he opinion of 
the greateſt writers, ought always to 
be kept ſeparate: nor was this a new 
opinion, formed. at a certain period ; 
but it has been the prevailing ſenti- 
ment of many of the moſt ſenſible and 
unexceptionable gentlemen in the pro- 
vince for many years paſt; upon prin- 
ciples, which your Lordſhip's tho- 
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rough knowledge of the coriſtitution, 
and the juſt balance of the ſeveral 
powers of government, this Houſe is 
aſſured, will juſtify. And although 
his Excellency was pleaſed to exereiſe 
his undoubted right of negativing 
ſome of the pentlemen elected, the 
Houſe have had no reaſon to alter 
their opinion of them, as being unex- 
ceptionable in point of ability, for- 
tune, and character. They beg par- 
don for this further, trouble given to 
your Lordſhip, which they could not 
avoid; being ſolicitous to ſet their 
conduct in its true point of light be- 
fore you: and they rely upon your 
known juſtice, that you will intercede 
with the throne for this province. 
They are aſſured, that your Lordſhip 
will not ſuffer a province to be mit- 
repreſented, even by perſons of ſtation 
here : and if there be any ſuch, they 
flatter themſelves, that their removal 
will render this people happy in the 
eſteem of the parent country, and 
much more ſo in the ſmiles of the beſt 
of Kings. | 

Signed by the Speaker. 


Papers relating to a ſuppoſed libel on the 
Governor of the Province of the Maſ- 
 fachuſetis-Bay. 
The following was publiſhed in the 
Boſton Gazette, of February 29. 
Meſſrs. Edes and Gill. 
Pleaſe to inſert the following. 


May it pleaſe your „We have 
for a long time lemdwn your enmity 
to this province. We have full proof 


of your cruelty to a loyal people. No 
age has perhaps furniſhed a more glar- 
ing inſtance of obſtinate perſeverance 
in the path of malice, than is now ex- 
hibited in your Could you 
have reaped any advantage from in- 


juring this people, there would have 


been ſeme excuſe for the manifold 
abuſes with which you have loaded 
them. But when a diabolical thirſt 
for miſchief is the alone motive of 
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your conduct, you muſt * onder. if 
you are tieated with open like ; for 
it is impoſſible, how much ſoever we 
endeavour it, to feel any eſteem for 
a man like you— Bad as the world 
may be, there is yet in every breaſt 
ſomething which points out the good 


man as an object worthy of reſpect, 


and marks the guileful treacherous 
man-hater for diſguſt and infamy - 
Nothing has ever been more in- 
tolerable than your inſolence upon a 
late occaſion, when you had by your 
Judicial inſinuations, induced a worthy 
miniſter of ſtate, to form a moſt un- 
favourable opinion of the province in 
general, and ſome of the moſt re- 
ſpectable inhabitants in particular; 
you had the effrontery to produce a 
letter from his Lordſhip, as proof of 
your ſucceſs in calumniating us.— 
Surely you muſt ſuppoſe we have loſt 
all feeling, or you would not dare 
thus tauntingly to diſplay the trophies 
of your ſlanders, and upbraidingly, 
to make us ſenſible of the inexpreſ- 


ſible misfortunes which you have 


brought upon us. ——But I refrain, 
leſt a full repreſentation of the hard- 
ſhips ſuffered by this too long inſulted 
people ſhould lead them to an unwar- 
rantable revenge. We never can treat 


good and patriotic rulers with too 


great reverence—-But it 1s certain 
that men totally abandoned to wick- 
edneſs, can never merit our regard, 
be their ſtations ever ſo high. 

6 7 ſuch men are by God appointed, 

«7 heDewvil may be the Lord's anointed. s 


A True PATRIOT. 
* Theſe two Lines are talben from Rochetter's 
Satires. TC 


Beſton, March 3, 

Tueſday laſt his Excellency the Governor 
was pleaſed to ſend the following 
Maſſage to the Hon. his Majeſty's 
Council. 

Gentlemen of the Council, 
I have been uſed to treat the publi- 
cations in the Boſton Gazette with 
the 
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your Excellency in the moſt odious 


the contempt they deſerve, but when 
they are carried to a length, which, 
if unnoticed, muſt endanger the very 
being of government, I cannot con- 
ſiſtently with the regard to this pro- 
vince which I rofel; and really have, 
excuſe myſelf from taking notice of a 
publication in the Boſton Gazette of 
yeſterday, beginning at the top of the 
ſecond column of the ſecond page of 
the ſupplement. I therefore conſult 
you in council thereupon, and have 
received your unanimous advice, that 

I ſhould lay the faid libellous paper 

before the Houſe of Repreſentatives. 

In purſuance of which advice, I 
have ordered the Secretary to commu- 
nicate to you the {aid libellous paper, 
that you may take the ſame, together 
with all the circumſtances attending 
it, into your ſerious conſideration, 
and do therein as the Majeſty of the 
King, and the dignity of his govern- 
ment, the - honour of this general 
court, and the true intereſt of this 

revince, ſhall require. 

Council Chamber, FRA. BERNARD, 
March 1, 1768. 

In ar ſwer to which, there being the 
full number of the council preſent, ex- 
cepting three gentlemen, the board 
unanimouſly voted the following ad- 
areſs to his Excellency. 

The board have taken into ſerious 
confideration your Excellency's meſ- 
ſage of the firſt inſtant, with the Boſton 
Gazette communicated therewith. 

The article in ſaid Gazette, refer- 
red to by your Excellency, gave the 
board a real concern, not only as it 
is miſchievous in its tendency, but as 
it is a falſe, ſcandalous, and im- 
pudent libel upon your Excellency. 
Although the author of it may en- 
deavour to ſcreen himſelf by the omiſ- 
ſion of a name, yet as it refers par- 
ticularly to a tranſaction ſo lately had 
in the general court, there is the 
higheſt preſumption, the intention of 
it could be no otherwiſe than to place 


1 * 
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light. 

Such an inſolent and licentious attack 
on the chief magiſtrate (the King's re- 
preſentative in the province) involves 
in 1t an attack on government itſelf; 
as it is ſubverſive of all order and de- 
corum, and manifeſtly tends to de- 
ſtroy the ſubordination, that is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to good govern- 


ment, and the well-being of ſociety, 
It would have been flagitious at any 
time, but being perpetrated while the 
general court is ſitting, and a tranſ- 
action in the court the alledged occa- 
fion of it, it becomes from theſe and 
other circumſtances, in the * higheſt 


degree flagitious ; and may juſtly be.. 


deemed, not only an znfale on the 
general court ; not only an inſult on 
the King's authority, and the dignity 
of his government ; but, as it con- 
cludes with the moſt unwarrantable 
profaneneſs, an inſult upon the King 
of Kings. . 

The board therefore cannot but 
look upon the ſaid libel with the ut- 
moſt abhorence and deteſtation: and 
they are firmly perſuaded the pro- 
vince in . 
ſame light: the threats therefore im- 
plied in the ſaid libel cannot be the 
threats of the province, but of the 
libeller. | 

The board take this opportunity 
with one voice to aſſure your Excel- 


lency, that, to the utmoſt. of the'r 


power, they will always defend and 
ſupport the honour and dignity of the 
King's governor: and will be ever 
ready to do, in this affair, as in every 
other, whatever the majeſty of the 
King, the honour of the general court, 
and the true intereſt of this province, 
ſhall require. 
His Excellency was pleaſed to return 
the following anſwer. 
Gentlemen, 


I thank you moſt heartily for this 
addreſs, in which you expreſs ſo full 


and 


>a. 


view it in the 
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and unafimous a ſenſe of your duty 
ta the King, and your reſolution to 
ſupport his government in this pro- 
vince. For myſelf, I am ſo fortified 
in a conſciouſneſs of my own integri- 
ty, which has hitherto defied the ut- 
moſt malice to impeach it publickly, 


that I am not to be moved by the im- 


zotent attacks of an anonymous li- 
eller. I ſhould not have taker no- 
tice of the libel in queſtion, if I had 
not apprehended it pregnant with dan- 

r to the government, As you are 
of the ſame opinion, I have only to 
aſſure you, that I will at all times 


moſt readily join with you in all pro- 


per meaſures to maintain the autho- 

rity of the King, and to promote the 

welfare of the people, within the 
province, committed by his Majeſty 

to my rr r x, 

Council-Chamber, FRA. BERNARD. 
March 3, 1768. 

Hif Excellency ſent the like meſſage to 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, as the 
preceeding to the Council, mutatis 
mutandis ; to which the Houſe made 

. the following anſwer, 3 

In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, March 


» 1768. 
Ordered, That Mr. Hancock, Mr. 
Otis, Col. Ward, Mr. Spooner, and 
Capt. Bradford, be a committee to 
wait on his Excellency the Governor, 
with the following anſwer to his meſ- 
ſage of the 1ſt inſtant. | 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

In duty and great reſpe& to his 
Majeſty's repreſentative and governor 
of the province, this houſe have given 
all due attention to your meſſage of 
the firſt inſtant, You are pleaſed to 
recommend to their ſerious conſide- 
ration, a publication in the Boſton 
Gazette of Monday laſt as „being 
carried to a length, which if unno- 
ticed, muſt endanger the very being 
of government.“ In this view, your 
Excellency, in the notice you have 
taken of it, without — — 


\ 
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ce conſiſtently with the regard to this 


province, which you profeſs.” _ 

We are. very ſorry that any publi- 
cation in the news-paper, or any other 
cauſe, ſhoul&giye your Excellency an 
apprehenſion of _ to the being 
or dignity of his Majeſty's govern- 
ment here. But this houſe, after ex- 
amination into the nature and impor- 
tance of the paper referred to, cannot 
ſee reaſon to admit of ſuch concluſion 
as your Excellency has formed. No 
particular perſon public or private is 
named in it: and as it doth not ap- 
pear to the houſe, that any thing con- 
tained in it can affect the majeſty 
of the King, the dignity of the go- 
vernment, the honour of the gene al 
court, or the true intereſt of the pio- 
vince,” they think they may be fully 
juſtified in their determination to take 
no further notice of it. 

The liberty of the preſs is a great 
bulwark of the liberty of the people: 
it is therefore the incumbent duty of 
thoſe who are conſtituted the guar- 
dians of the people's right, to defend 
and maintain it. This houſe, how- 
ever, as one branch of the legiſlature, 
in which capacity alone they have 
any authority, are ready to diſcoun- 
tenance an abuſe of this privilege, 
whenever there ſhall be occaſion for 
it: ſhould the proper bounds of it 
be at any time tranſgreſſed, to the 
prejudice of individuals, or tne pub- 
lic, it is their opinion at preſent; that 
proviſion is already made for the 
puniſhment of offenders in the com- 
mon courſe of the law. This pro- 
viſion, the houſe apprehend, in the 
preſent ſtate of tranquility in the pro- 
vince, is ſufficient, without the in- 
terpoſition of the general aſſembly; 

which, 


+ The diviſion upon this queſtion was 56 
to 18.—It was afterwards given in charge to 


the Grand Jury to preſent the piece as a I bel. 


They refuſed to find the bill. And thus the 
matter ſtood when the laſt advices came tromk 
Boſton, | : 
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which, however it is hoped, will at 
all times be both ready and willing to 
ſupport the executive power in the 
due adminiſtration of juſtice, when- 
ever any extraordinary &id ſhall be- 
come needful. 

The divifion in the Houſe upon this 
meſſage was 39 to 30. | 


Beſton, { Friday) March 4, 1768. 
This day his Excellency the Governor 

prorogued the great and general court 

unto Wedneſday the 13th of April 
next, after making the following 
ſpeech. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives, 

The moderation and good temper, 
which appeared to regulate your con- 
duct at the opening this ſeſſion, ſo 
flattered me that I promiſed myſelf 
that the like diſpoſition would have 
continued to the end of it. But Iam 
ſorry to find that the lovers of con- 
tention, have ſhewed themſelves not 
ſo intent upon preventing it, as upon 
waiting for a fit opportunity to revive 
it. The extraordinary and indecent 
obſervations which have been made 
upon the Secretary of State's letter, 
wrote, as I may ſay in the preſence of 
the King himſelf, will fully juſtify this 
ſuggeſtion. The cauſes of the cen- 
ſure therein contained, have been ſpe- 
cifically aſſigned and ſet forth in the 
letter itſelf. Theſe cauſes are facts 
univerſally known, and no where to 
be denied; they are conſidered in 
the letter as the ſole cauſes of the 
cenſure conſequent thereto ; and there 
was no occaſion to reſort to my letters, 
or any other letters, for other reaſons 
for it. If you think that this cenſure 
is ſingular, you deceive yourſelves ; 
and you are not ſo well informed of 
what paſſes at Weſtminſter as you 
ought to be, if you do not know that 
it is as general and extenſive as the 
knowledge of the proceeding to which 


it is applied: and therefore all your 


- 
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inſinuations againſt me, upon falſe 
ſuppoſitions of my having miſrepre- 
ſented you, are vain and groundleſs, 
when "ey effect is to be accounted 
for from plain narrative of facts which 
muſt have appeared to the Secre 

of State from your own journals, It 
15 not therefore me, gentlemen, that 
you call to account: it is the noble 
writer of the letter himſelf, the King's 
miniſter of ſtate, who has taken the 
liberty to find fault with the conduct 
of a part in your aſſembly. 

Nor am ] leſs innocent of the mak- 
ing this letter a ſubje& of public re- 
ſentment. When upon the beſt ad- 
vice, I found myſelf obliged to com- 
municate it to you, I did it in ſuch a 
manner, that it might not, and would 
not, if you had been pleaſed, have 
tranſpired out of the general court. 
Prudent men, moderate men would 
have conſidered it as an admonition 
rather than a cenſure, and have made 
uſe of it as a means of reconciliation, 
rather than of further diſtraQtion : 
but there are men to whoſe being (I 
mean the being of their impcrtance) 
everlaſting contention is neceſſary. 
And by theſe has this letter been 
dragged into public, and has been 


the ſubject of declamatory obſerva- 


tions; which together with large ex- 
tracts of the letter itſelf, have imme- 
diately after been carried to the preſs 
of the publiſhers of an infamous 
news-paper ; notwithſtanding the let- 
ter had been communicated in a con- 
fidence that no copy of it ſhould be 
permitted to be taken. So little have 
availed the noble Lord's intentions 
of pointing out the means of reſtoring 
peace and harmony to this goyern- 
ment, and my defire to purſue ſuch 
ſalutary purpoſe to the utmoſt of my 
power. 

Having ſaid thus much to vindicate 
myſelf, which every honeſt man has 
a right to do, I muſt add, that I have 
done nothing on my part to occaſion 

a - 
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a difpute between me and your houſe; 


it has been forced upon me by parti- 


cular perſons for their own purpoſes. 
I never will have any diſpute with the 
repreſentatives of this good people 
which I can prevent, and will always 
treat them with due regard, and en- 
der them real ſervice when it 1s in 
my power. Time and experience 
will ſoon pull the maſks off thoſe falſe 
patriots, who are ſacrificing their 
country to the gratification of their 
own paſſions, In the mean while, I 
ſhall with more firmneſs than ever, 
if it is poſſible, purſue that ſteady 
conduct, which the ſeryice of the King 
and the preſervation of this govern- 
ment ſo forcibly demand of me. And 
I ſhall, above all, endeavour to de- 
fend this injured country from the 
imputations which are caſt upon it, 
and the evils which threaten it, ariſing 
from the machinations of a few, very 
few, diſcontented men, and by no 
means to be charged on the generality 
of the people. | | 
Gentlemen of the Council, 

I return you thanks for your ſtea- 
dy, uniform and patriotic conduct 
during this whole ſeſſion, which has 
ſhewn you imprefled with a full ſenſe 
of your duty both to your king and 
to your country, The unanimous 
example of men of your reſpectable 
characters, cannot fail of having great 
weight to engage the people in gene- 
ral, to unite in proper means to put 
an end to the diſſention, which has 
ſo long harraſſed this province in its 
internal policy, and diſgraced it in 
its reputation abroad. I ſhall not 
fail to make a faithful repreſentation 
to his Majeſty of your merit upon this 
occaſion. EE 


| Council-Chamber, March 4. 1768. 


On the 21ſt of June, the members 
of the aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts- bay 
received the following meſſage from 
Governor Bernard, | 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſenta« 
tives, 

I have his Majeſty's orders to make 

a requiſition to you, which I commu- 

nicate in the very words in which I 

have received. it. I muſt deſire you 

to take it into immediate conſidera- 


tion, and I aſſure you that your reſo- 


lution thereon will have moſt 1mpor- 
tant conſequences to the province. I 
am myſelf merely miniſterial in this 
buſineſs, having received his Majeſ- 
ty's inſtruction for all I have to do in 
it. I heartily wiſh that you may ſee 
how forcible the expediency of your 
giving this teſtimonial of your duty 
and ſubmiſſion 1s at this time. If you 
ſhould think otherwiſe, I muſt never- 
theleſs do my duty. | 
Council-Chamber, FRA. BERNARD. 
, 1708. .-. 
T he following was the extract of the 
letter from the Earl of Hillſborough, 


referred to in Governor Bernard”s 


meſſage, dated Whitehall, April 224, 


1768, 

It gives great cancern to his Ma- 
jeſty to find that the ſame mode- 
ration which appeared by your letter 
to have been adopted at the begin- 
ning of the ſeſſion in a full aſſembly, 
had not continued, and that, inſtead 
of that ſpirit of prudence and reſpect 
to the conſtitution, which ſeemed at 
that time tq influence the condu of 
a large majority of the members, a 
thin houſe at the end of the ſeſſion 
ſhould have preſumed to revert to, 
and reſolve upon a meaſure of ſo in- 

ammatory a nature as that of writing 
to the other colonies on the ſubject of 
their intended repreſentations againſt 
ſome late acts of parliament. 


His Majeſty conſiders this ftep ag 
_ evidently tending to create unwar- 


rantable combinations, to excite an 
unjuſtifiable oppoſition to the conſti- 
tutional authority of Parliament, and 
to revive thoſe unhappy diviſions and 
diſtractions which have operated ſo 
D d 2 preju- 
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prejudicially to the true intereſts of 


Great Britain and the colonies. 
After what paſſed in the former 
part of the ſeſſion, and after the de- 
clared ſenſe of ſo large a majority 
when the houſe was fu i his Majeſty 
cannot but conſider this as a very un- 
fair proceeding, and the reſolutions 
taken thereupon to be contrary to the 
real ſenſe of the aſſembly, and pro- 
cured by ſurprize : and therefore it is 
the King's pleaſure, that ſo ſoon as 
the general court is again aſſembled 
at the time preſcribed by the charter, 
you ſhould require of the Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives, in his Majeſty's name, 
to reſcind the reſolution which gave 
birth to the circular letter from the 
Speaker, and to declare their di ſappro- 
bation of, and difient to, that raſh and 
haſty proceeding. 

His Majeſty has the fulleſt reliance 
vpon the affection of his good ſub- 
jects in the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and 
has obſerved, with ſatisfaction, that 
ſpirit of decency, and love of order, 
whick has diſcovered itfelf in the con- 
duct of the moſt conſiderable of its 
inhabitants; and therefore his Ma- 
jeſty has the better ground to hope, 
that the attempts made by a deſperate 
faction to diſturb the puplic tranqui- 
lity, will be diſcountenanced, and 
that the execution of the meaſure re- 
commended to you will not meet with 
any difficulty. 

Governor of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 


T v0 days after, the Houſe of Afjembly 
oe, this meſſage to Governor Ber- 


1 it pleaſe your Excellency, 
The Houſe of Repreſentatives hum- 
bly requeſt your Excellency to lay be- 
fore een a copy of his Majeſty's in- 


ſtructions referred to in your meſſage oc 
of the 21ſt inſtant ; a copy of the let- 


ter to your Excellency from the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Hilliborough of 
April 22, 1768; a copy of a letter 
to his lordſhip, communicated lately 


to the Henourable Board and copies 
of letters wrote by your Excellency to 
his lordſhip, relating to the ſabjed of 
the aforeſaid meſſage. 

June 23, 1768. 

The Governor replied to this meſſage next 
day as fulloavs: 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
HUES. 

I ſhould have communicated the 
whole of the Earl of Hillſborough's 
letter relating to the buſineſs which 1 
laid before you on the 2 1ſt inſtant, if | 
had not been defirous that your com- 
pliance with his Majeſty's requiſition 
might have its fulleſt merit, by its 
appearing to be entirely dictated by a 
ſenſe of your duty. 

But fince you defire to know what 
my further orders are, IJ hereby ſend 
you a copy of the other part of the 
letter relative to this buſineſs, which 
contains all my inſtructions thereupon : 
and as I know you will not expect 
that I ſhould diſobey the King's poſi- 
tive commands, I muſt defire that if 
you ſhould reſolve to oblige me to ex- 
ecute them, you will previouſly to 
your giving your final anſwer, pre- 
vent the inconveniencies which muſt 
fall upon the people for want of the 
annual tax bill, which I underſtand 
is not as yet ſent up to the board; 
for if I am obliged to diſſolve the ge- 
neral court, I ſhall not think myſelf 
at liberty to call another, till I re- 
ceive his Majeſty's commands for 
that purpoſe, Which will be too late 
to prevent the treaſurer iſſuing his 
warrants for the whole tax granted by 
the act of laſt year. 
As to the letter of the Earlof Hillſ- 
borough, which I communicated to 
the council, I muſt beg leave to be 
the proper judge of the time and 

occaſion of communicating any papers 
J receive, to the council or the houſe. 
If J had then thought it expedient to 
lay it before the houſe, I ſhould have 
then done it; when I ſhall think it ſo, 
I ſhall do it. SEED 


As to yonr requeſt of copies of my 


letters to the Secretary of State, you 


may aſſure yourſelves that I ſhall never 

— public my letters to his Majeſ- 

ty's miniſters, but upon my own mo- 

tion, and for my own reaſons. 

| Council-Chamber, Fx al BERNARD. 
June 24, 1768. 2 


Remainder of Lord Hillfborough's letter 
to the Governor of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, dated April. 22, 1768. 

— If it ſhould, and if, notwithſtand- 
ing the apprehenſions which may 
Juitly be entertained of the ill conſe- 
quence of a continuance of this fac- 
tious ſpirit, which ſeems to have in- 
fluenced the reſolutions of the aſſem- 
bly at the concluſion of the laſt ſeſſion, 
the new aſſembly ſhould refuſe to com- 
ply with his Majeſty's reafonable ex- 
peRation, it is the King's pleaſure 
that you ſhould immediately diſſolve 
them, and tranſmit to me, to be laid 
before his Majeſty, an account of their 
proceedings thereupon, to the end that 
his Majeſty may, if he thinks fit, lay 


the whole matter before his Parlia- 
ment, that ſuch proviſions as ſnall be 


found neceſſary may be made, to pre- 
vent for the future a conduct of ſo ex- 
traordinary and unconſtitutional a na- 
ture. ö | | 

As it is not his Majeſty's intention 
that a faithful diſcharge of your duty 


| ſhouldoperate to your own prejudice, 


or to the diſcontinuance of any neceſ- 
ary eſtabliſhments, proper care will 
be taken for the ſupport of the dignity 
bf government. | 
I am, with great truth and regard, 
Sir, your moſt obedient | 
| humble ſervant, 
RILLSBOROUGH. 
On the 28th of Fune, 1768, the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives received a meſſage 
From the Governor in theſe words + 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Reprejenta- 
tives, : ; 
It is-now a full week ſince I laid 


gative. 
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before you his Majeſty's requiſition, 
ſignified by his Secretary of State: I 
mult therefore deſire you to come to 
a reſolution upon it, for I cannot ad- 
mit of a much longer delay, without 
conſidering it as an anſwer in the ne- 
Council- Chamber, FRA. BERNARD. 
June 28, 1768. e 
To this meſſage the Houſe returned the 
foll:wing anſaver the next day: 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

In anſwer to your Excellency's meſ- 
ſage of the 28th inſtant, the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives requeſt, that your 
Excellency would favour this general 
court with a receſs, that zhey may 
conſult their conſtituents reſpectin 
the requiſition contained in your 2 
ſage of the 21ſt inſt. in conſequence of 
the Earl of Hillſborough's letter to 
your Excellency. . 
T he Governor immediately ſent his reply 

to this requeſt of the Houſe of Aſem- 

bly, as follows : 
Gentlemen of the tdouſe of Repreſenta- 
ies, | — f 
cannot conſiſtently with my ſenſe 
of my duty prorogue or adjourn the 
general court, until I have received 
your anſwer to his Majeſty's requiſi- 
tion ; 1 mull therefore repeat my re- 
quelt to you to bring this matter to a 
concluſion. | 
Council-Chamber, FRA. BERNARD. 

June 29, 1768. 7 

The next day, being Thurſday the 
zoth of June, a committee of the 


Houle reported a letter to the Right 


Honourable the Earl of Hilliborovgh, 
which was diſtinctly read to the mem- 
bers ſeveral times, and afterwards ac- 
cepted by a majority of ninety-three 
out of one hundred and five. A fair 
copy was ordered to be directly taken 
for the Speaker to ſign and tranſmit 
to his lordſhip as ſoon as poſſible. 
This letter was in the following 
words : . 
1 Pro- 


Province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
4 June 30, 1768. | 
My Lord, 
His Excellency the governor of this 
province has been pleaſed to commu- 
nicate to the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives extracts of a letter he had re- 
ceived from your lordſhip, dated 
Whitehall, 22d of April, 1768; 
wherein it is declared to be the royal 
pleaſure, that he ſhould require of 
them, in his Majeſty's name, to re- 
ſcind the reſolution, which gave birth 
to a circular letter from the Speaker 
of the laſt Houſe, and to declare their 
diſapprobation of, and diſſent to, that 
raſh and haſty proceeding. ; 
The Houſe are humbly of opinion, 
that a requiſition from the throne of 
this nature, to a Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons has been very unuſual : 
perhaps there has been no ſuch prece- 
dent fince the revolution. If this be 
the caſe, ſome very aggravated re- 
1 of this meaſure muſt 
ave been made to his Majeſty, to 
induce him to require of this Houſe 
to reſcind a reſolution of a former 
Houſe, upon pain of forfeiting their 
exiſtence; for, my Lord, the Honſe 
of Repreſentatives, duly elected, are 
conſtituted by the royal charter, the 
repreſentative body of his Majeſty's 
faithful commons of this province in 
the general aſſembly.— Your Lord- 
ſhip is pleaſed to ſay, that his Ma- 
jeſty conſiders this ſtep as evidently 
tending to create unwarrantable com- 
binations, and to excite an unjuſtifi- 
able oppoſition to the conſtitutional 
authority of Parliament: the Houfe, 
therefore, thought it their indiſpen- 
nble duty immediately to reviſe the let- 
ter referred to, and carefully to recol- 


Jef, as far as they were able, the 


ſentiments which prevailed in that 
Houſe, to induce them to revert to 
and refolve on the meaſure. 

It may be neceſſary to obſerve, that 
the people in this province have at- 
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tended, with a deep concern, to th 

ſeveral acts of the Britiſh Parliament, 
which impoſe duties and taxes on the 
eolonies; not for the purpoſe of re- 
gulating the trade, but with the ſole 
intention of raiſing a revenue. This 
concern, my Lord, ſo far from being 
limited within the circle of a few in- 
conſiderate perſons, is become uni- 
verſal: the moſt reſpectable for for- 
tune, rank, and ſtation, as well as 
probity and underſtanding, in the 
province, with very few exceptions, 
are alarmed with apprehenſions of the 
fatal conſequences of a power exer- 
eiſed in any one part of the Britiſh 
Empire, to command and apply the 
property of their fellow - ſubjects at 
diſcretion. This conſideration pre- 
vailed on the laſt Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatires to reſolve on an humble, du- 
tiful, and loyal petition to the King, 
the common head and father of all his 
people, for his gracious interpoſition 
in favour of his ſubjects of this pro- 
vince.— If your Lordſhip, whom his 
Majeſty has honoured with the Ame- 
rican department, has been inſtru- 
mental in preſenting a petition fo in- 


tereſting to the well-being of his loy- 


al ſubjects here, this Houſe beg leave 
to make their moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgements, and to implore your con- 
tinued aid and patronage. _ 
As all his Majeſty's North Ame- 
zican ſubjects are alike affected by 
thefe Parliamentary revenue acts, the 
former Houſe very juſtly ſuppoſed, 
that each of the aſſemblies on the con: 
tinent would take ſuch methods of 
obtaining redreſs as ſhould be thought 
by them reſpectively to be regular and 
proper; and being deſirous that the 
ſeveral applications ſhould harmonize 
with each other, they reſolved on 
their circular letter, wherein their 
only view ſeems to be to advertiſe 
their ſiſter. colonies of the - meaſures 
they had taken upon a common and 
important concern, without once cal- 


ling 


ling upon them to adopt thoſe mea- 
ſures, or any other. 

Your Lordſhip, ſurely, will not 
think it a crime in that Houſe, to 
have taken a ſtep which was perfectly 
conſiſtent with the conſtitution, and 
had a natural tendency to compole 
the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects of 
this and his other colonies, uhtil in his 
royal clemency he ſhould afford them 
relief—at a time when it ſeemed to be 
the evident deſign of a party to pre- 
vent calm, 9 rational, and 
conſtitutional meaſures from being 
purſued, or to ſtop the diſtreſſes of the 
people from reaching his Majeſty's 
ear, and conſequently to precipitate 
them into a ſtate of deſperation and 
melancholy extremity.— Thus, my 
Lord, it appears to this Houſe; and 
your Lordſhip will impartially judge, 
whether a repreſentation of it to his 
Majeſty as a meaſure ** of an inflam- 
matory natufe **— as a ſtep evidently 
tending to create unwarrantable 
combinations,” and to excite an 
unjuſtifiable opinion to the conſtitu- 
tional authority of the Parliament,“ 
be not injurious to the repreſentatives 
of this people, and an affront to his 
Majeſty himſelf, 

An attempt, my Lord, to impreſs 
the royal mind with a jealouſy of his 
faithful ſubjects, for which there are 
no juſt grounds, is a crime of the moſt 
malignant nature, as it tends to diſ- 
turb and deſtroy that mutual conh- 
dence between the Prince and the 
ſubjects, which is the only true baſis 
of public happineſs and ſecurity : your 
Lordſhip, upon enquiry, may find 
that ſuch baſe and wicked attempts 
have been made. ; 

It is an inexpreſſible grief to the 
people of this province, to find re- 
peated cenſurers calling upon them, 
not from miniſters of ſtate alone, but 
from Majeſty itſelf, grounded on let- 
ters and accuſations from the gover- 


nor, a ſight of which tho” repeatedly 
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requeſted of his Excellency, is refuſed. 
—'There is no evil of this life which 
they ſo ſenfibly feel as the diſpleaſure 
of their ſovereign ; it is a puniſhment 
which they are aſſured his Majeſty 
would never inflift; but upon a repre- 
ſentation of the juſtice of it from his 
ſervants whom he confides in.—Your 
Lordſhiy will allow the Houſe to ap- 
peal to your own candor upon the 
hardſhip of their being made to ſuffer 
ſo ſevere a misfortune, without ever 
being called to anſwer for themſelves, 
or even made acquainted with the 
matters of charge alledged againſt 
them; a right which, by the com- 
mon rules of ſociety, founded in the 
eternal laws of reaſon and equity, 
they are juſtly entitled to. The Houſe 
is not willing to treſpaſs upon your 
patience ; they could recite numbers 
of inſtances 8 Bernard 
has been honoured by his Majeſty to 
preſide over this province, of their ſuf- 
fering the King's diſpleaſure through 
the inſtrumentality of the Governor, 
intimated by the Secretary of State, 
without the leaſt previous notice that 
they had ever deviated from the path 
of their duty. 'This they humbly 
conceive, is juſt matter of complaint, 
and it may ſerve to convince your 
Lordſhip, that his Excellency has not 
that tender feeling for his Majeſty's 
ſubjects which is characteriſtic of a 
| Ms Governor, and of which the 
overeign affords an illuſtrious ex- 

ample. ü 

It is the good fortune of the Houſe 
to be able to ſhew that the meaſures 
of the laſt Houſe, referred to in your 
Lordſhip's letter to the governor, have 
been groſly miſrepreſented in all its 
circumſtances; and it is matter of 
aſtoniſhment, that a tranſaction of 
the Houſe, the buſineſs of which is 
conſtantly done in the open view of 
the world, could be thus coloured; a 
tranſaction which, by ſpecial order of 
the Houſe, way laid before his Excel- 
 lency, 


. - Tency, whoſe duty to his Mijefty is, 
at leaſt; not to mifinform him. 
_ His Excellency could not but ac- 
1 knowledge, in juſtice to that Houſe, 
1 that moderation took place in the be- 
0 ginning of the ſeffion. This is a 
truth, my Lord. It was a principle 
with the Houſe to conduct the affairs 
of government in their department ſo 
as to avoid the leaſt occaſion of of- 
fence. As an inſtance of their 7 
diſpoſition, they granted a further 
eſtabliſhment for one of his Majeſty's 
rifons in the province, rather to 
gratify his Excellency, who had re- 
queſted it, than from a full conviction 
of its neceſſity. But your Lordſhip is 
informed, that this moderation“ did 
not continue, and that *©* inſtead of 
4 ſpirit of prudence and reſpect of the 
conſtitution, which feemed at that 
time to influence the conduct of a 
large majority of the members, a thin 
Houſe, at the end of the ſeſſion, pre- 
ſumed to revert to, and reſolve on a 
meaſure of an inflammatory nature, 
* conttrary to the real ſenſe of the 
Houſe,” — and ** procured by ſur- 
prize.” — My Lord, the journal and 
minutes of the Houſe will prove the 
contrary of all this: and to convince 
your Lordſhip, the Houſe beg leave 
to lay before you the ſeveral reſolu- 
tions relating to theſe matters as they 
ſtand recorded. 
The Houſe having finiſhed- their 
petition to the King, and their letters 
to divers of his Majeſty's miniſters ; 
a motion was regularly made, on the 
21ſt of January, which was the mid- 
dle of the ſeſſion, and a reſolution 
was then taken, to appoint a time to 
conſider the expediency of writing to 
the aſſemblies of the other colonies on 
this continent, with reſpe& to the 
importance of their joining with them 
in petitioning his Majeſty at this time. 
Accordingly, on the day afiigned, 
there being eighty-two members pre- 
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fent, a number always allowed to be 


* 


E N TI S. 

ſufficient to make a full Houſe, the 
queſtion was debited ; in conſequence 
of which a motion took place, that 
letters be wrote to the ſeveral aſſem- 
blies of the provinces and colonies on 
the continent, acquainting*them that 
the. Houſe had taken into confi. 
deration the difficulties to which they 
are, and muſt be reduced, by the 
operation of the late acts of Parlia- 
ment, for levying duties and taxes on 
the colonies; and have reſolved on an 
humble, dutiful, and loyal petition to 
his Majeſty for redreſs, and alſo upon 
proper repreſentations to his Majeſty's 
miniſters on the ſubject. And to de- 
ſire that they would ſeverally take 
fuch conſtitutional meaſures there- 
upon, as they ſhould judge moſt 
proper. And the queſtion upon the 
motion paſſed in the negative — Gn 
Thurſday the 4th of February, it was 
moved in the Houſe, that the fore- 


going queſtion be reconſidered, fo far 


as to leave it at large; and, conform. 
able to a ſtanding rule of the Houſe, 
that no vote or order ſhall be recon- 
ſidered at any time, unleſs the Houſe 
be as full as when ſuch vote or order 
was paſſed ; the number in the Houſe 
was called for, and it appearing that 
eiphty-two members were wg Earp 
the queſtion was put, and paſſed in 
the affirmative by a large majority : 
and by an immediately ſubſequent 
reſolve, the firſt vote was ordered to 
be eraſed. — The ſame day the re- 
ſolution which, gave birth to the cir- 
cular letter took place; a queſtion 
being regularly moved and fairly de- 
bated, whether the Houſe would ap- 
point a committee to prepare a letter. 
to be ſent to each of the Houſes of 


* The ſame number as before: it is to be 
obſerved that the Houſe at that time conſiſted 
ot about 110 members: by the royal charter 
40 makes a quorum ; hence it appears that 
82 members are more than double the num» 
ber ſufficient legally to tranlact buſineſs, and 
were then three quarters of the whole Houle, 


Repreſentatives 


Repreſentatives and Burgeſſes on the 
continent, to info m them of the 
meaſures which this Houſe has taken 
with regard to the difficulties ariſing 
from the acts of Parliament for levy- 
ing duties and taxes on the American 

colonies, and report to the Houſe, 
which paſſed in the affirmative; and 
a committee was appointed accord- 
ingly : This committee, after deli- 
berating a week, reported the letter, 
which was read in the Houſe and ac- 
cepted almoſt unanimouſly ; and fair 
copies of the ſame were ordered to be 
taken for the Speaker to ſign and 
forward as ſoon as might be: and 
this day there were eighty- three mem- 
bers in the Houſe, 555 

The day following an order paſſed, 
that a fair copy of this letter be tranſ- 
mitted to Dennis De Berdt, Eſq; in 

London. The deſign of which was, 


that he might be able to produce it, 


as neceſſity might require, to prevent 
any miſrepreſentation of its true ſpirit 
and deſign, - 

On Saturday the 13th of February, 
in order that no poſſible occaſion might 
be taken by the governor, to think 
that the debates and reſolutions were 
deſigned to be kept a ſecret from his 
Excellency, the Houſe came into the 
following reſolution, viz.—Whereas 
this Houſe hath directed, that a letter 
be ſent to the ſeveral Houſes of Re- 
preſentatives and Burgeſſes of the 
Britiſh colonies on the continent, ſet- 
ting forth the ſentiments of the Houſe, 
with regard to the great difficulties 
that muſt accrue by the operation of 
divers acts of Parliament, for levying 
duties and taxes on the colonies, with 
the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of railing 
a revenue; and their proceedings 
thereon, in an humble, dutiful, and 
loyal petition to the King, and ſuch 
reprelentations to his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters, as they apprehend may have 
a tendency to obtain redreſs: and 
whereas it is the opinion of this 


Houſe, that all effectual methods 
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ſhould be taken, to cultivate an har- 
mony between the ſeveral branches of 
this government, as being neceſſary 
to promote the proſperity of his Ma- 
jeſty's government in this province: 
Reſolved, that a committee wait on 
his Excellency the governor, and ac- 
quaint him a copy of the letter afore- 
ſaid will be laid before him as ſoon as 
1t can be drafted, as well as of all 
the proceedings of this Houſe relative 
to the ſaid affair, if he ſhall deſire it. 
And a committee was appointed, who 
waited on his Excellency accordingly, 
— On Monday following, the Houſe 
reſolved on the eſtabliſhment already 
mentioned, which is obſerved, only 
to ſhew your Lordſhip, that there was 
at this time, no diſpoſition jn the 
Houſe, to revive unhappy diviſions 
and diſtractions, ſo prejudicial to the 
true intereſt of Great-Britain and the 
colonies.” ; 
The Houſe beg leave to apologize 
to your Lordſhip for the trouble given 
you in ſo particular a narration of 
facts; which they thought neceſſary 
to ſatisfy your Lordſhip ;—that the 
reſolution of the laſt Houſe referred to 
by your Lordſhip, was not an unfair 
proceeding, procured by ſurprize in a 
thin Houſe, as his Majeſty has been 
informed; but the declared ſenſe of a 
large majority, when the Houſe was 
full : that the governor of the pro- 
vince was made tully acquainted with 
the meaſure ; and never ſignified his 
diſapprobation of 1t to the Houſe, 
which it is preſumed he would have 
done, in duty to his Majeſty, 1f he 
had thought it was of evil tendency : 
and, that therefore, that Houſe had 
abundant reaſon to be confirmed in 
their own opinion of the meaſure, as 
eing the production of moderation 
and prudence. And the Houle 
humbly rely on the royal clemency, 
that to petition his Majeſty, will not 
be deemed by him to be inconſiſtent 
with a reſpe& to the Britiſh conſti- 
tution as ſettled at the revolution by 
Re William 
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William the 'Third : that to acquaint 
their fellow- ſubjects, involved in the 
ſame diſtreſs, of their having ſo done, 
in full hopes of ſucceſs, even if they 
had invited the union of all America 
in one joint ſupplication, would not 
be diſcountenanced by our gracious 
ſovereign, as a meaſure of an inflam- 
matory nature: that when your Lord- 
ſhip ſhall in juſtice lay a true ſtate of 
theſe matters before his Majeſty, he 
will no longer confider them as tend- 
ing to create unwarrantable com- 
binations, or excite an unjuſtifiable 
Oppoſition to the conſtitutional au- 
thority of the Parliament: that he 
will then clearly diſcern, who are of 
that deſperate faction, which is con- 
tinually diſturbing the publie tran- 
quility; and, that while his arm is 
extended, for the protection of his 
diſtreſſed and injured ſubjects, he will 
frown upon all thoſe, who, to gratify 
their own paſſions, have dared even 
to attempt to deceive him 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
this province, have more than once, 


during the adminiſtration of Governor 


Bernard, been under the neceſſity of 
intreating his Majeſty's miniſters to 
ſuſpend their further judgment, upon 
fach regreſentations of the temper of 
the people, and the conduQ of the 
aſſembly, as they were able to make 
appear to be injurious : the ſame in- 
dulgence this Houſe now beg of your 
Lordſhip: and beſeech your Lord- 
ſhip to patronize them ſo far as to 
make a favourable repreſentation of 
their conduct to the King our ſove- 
reign : it being the higheſt ambition 
of this Houſe, and the people whom 
they repreſent, to ſtand before his 
Majeſty in their juſt character of af- 
fectionate and loyal ſubjects. 
Signed by the Speaker. 
Then it was moved that the queſ- 
tion be put, whether the Houſe will 
reſcind the reſolution of the laſt 
Houſe, which pave birth to their cir- * 
cular letter to the {ſeveral Houſes of 
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Repreſentatives and Burgeſſes of the 
other colonies on the continent ? and 
paſſed in the negative by a diviſion of 
ninety-two to ſewentern. 
ereupon the committee reported 
an anſwer to the Governor's meſſages 
of the 2 iſt and 24th of June, which 
was accepted by a large majority, and 
is as follows. 
A Meſſage from the Aſſembly to the 
Governor, Tune 30, 1768. 
May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
The Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
this his Majeſty's ancient and loyal 
province of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, 
have, with the greateſt deliberation, 
conſidered your meſſages of the 2 iſt 
and 24th inſtant, with the ſeveral 
extracts from the letter of the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Hillſborough, 
his Majeſty's principal Secretary of 
State for North American affairs, 
dated the 22d of April laſt, which 
your Excellency has thought fit to 
communicate. We have alto received 
the written anſwer which your Excel- 
lency was pleaſed to give the com- 
mittee of this Houſe, directed to wait 
on you the 29th inſtant with a meſ- 
ſage humbly requeſting a receſs, that 


. the members might be favoured with 


an opportunity to conſult their con- 
ſtituents at this important criſis, when 
a direct and peremptoty requifition is 
made of a new and ſtrange con- 
ſtructure, and ſo ſtrenuouſly urged, 
viz. That we ſhould immediately re- 
ſeind the reſolution of the laſt Houſe 
to tranſmit circular letters to the other 
Britiſh colonies on the continent of 
North America, barely intimating a 
defire that they would join in ſimilar 
dutiful and loyal petitions to our moſt 
gracious ſovereign, for the redreſs of 
the grievances, occaſioned by ſundry 
late acts of Parliament calculated for 
the ſole purpoſe of railing a revenue 
in America, We have moſt dili- 
ently reviſed not only the ſaid re- 
3 but alſo the circular letter 
written and ſent in conſequence 
thereof, 


thereof, and after all, they both ap- 
pear to us, to be conceived in terms 
not only prudent and moderate in 
themſelves, but reſpectful to the au- 
thority of that truly auguſt body the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, and very 
dutiful and loyal in regard to his 
Majeſty's ſacred perſon, crown, and 
dignity ; of all which we entertain 
ſentiments of the higheſt reverence 
and moſt ardent affection; and ſhould 
we ever depart from theſe ſentiments, 
we muſt ſtand ſelf- condemned, as un- 
worthy the name of Briuſh ſubjects 
deſcended from Britiſh anceſtors, in- 
timately allied and connected in in- 
tereſts and inclination with our fellow 
ſubjects the Commons of Great- 
Britain. We cannot but expreſs our 
deep concern, that a meaſure of the 
late Houſe, in all reſpects ſo innocent, 
in moſt ſo virtuous and laudable, and 
as we conceive ſo truly patriotic, 
ſhould have been repreſented to admi- 
niſtration in the odious light of a 
party. and factious meaſure, and that 

uſhed through by reverting in a thin 

ouſe to, and re- conſidering, what 
in a full aſſembly had been rejected. 
It was and is a matter of notoriety, 
that more than cighty members were 
preſent at the reconſideration of that 
vote againſt application to the other 
colonies, The vote of re- conſi- 
deration was obtained by a large ma- 


Jority; it is, or ought to be well 


known, that the preſence of eighty 
members makes a full Houſe, this 
number being juſt double to that by 
the royal charter of the province re- 
quired to conſtitute the third branch 
of our co'ony legiſlature. 

Your Excellency might have been 
very eaſily informed, if you was not, 
that the meaſures of the late Houſe 
in regard to ſundry acts of the late 
Parliament for the ſole purpoſe of 
raiſing a North American revenue, 
were generally carried by three to one; 
and we dare appeal to your Excel- 
lency for the truth of this aſſertion, 
namely, that there were many per- 
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ſons in the majority, in all views, as 
reſpectable as the very beſt of the 
minority. Nay, fo far from any 


ſiniſter views, were the committee of 


the late Houſe, appointed and directed 
to take into their moſt ſerious con- 
ſideration the then preſent ſtate of the 
province, from going into any raſh or 
precipitate meaſures, that they for 
ſome days actually delayed their firſt 
report, which was a letter to Mr. 
agent De Berdt, on this candid and 


generous principle, that thoſe who 


were reaſonably preſuppoſed to' be 
moſt warmly attached to all your Ex- 
cellency's meaſures, eſpecially thoſe 
for furthering, and by all means en- 
forcing the acts for levying a North 
American-revenue, might be preſent, 
and a more equal conteſt enſue. It 
would be incredible ſhould any one 
aſſert, that your Excellency wanted a 
true information of all theſe things, 
which were not done, or deſired to be 
hid in a corner, but were notoriouſly 
tranſacted in the open light at noon- 
day. It is to us altogether incompre- 
henſible that we ſhould be required, on 
the peril of a diſſolution of the great 
and general court or aſſembly of this 
province, to reſcind a reſolution of a 
former Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
when it is evident that reſolution has 
no exiſtence but as a mere hiſtorical 
fact. | 

Your Excellency muſt know that 
the reſolution referred to, is, to ſpeak 
in the language of the common law, 
not now, ** executory,” but to. all 
intents and purpoſes, “ executed.“ 
'The circular letters have been ſent, 
and many of them have been an- 
iwered : theſe anſwers are now in the 
public papers ; the public, the world, 
muſt and will judge of the propoſals, 


purpoſes, and the anſwers. We 


could as well reſcind thoſe letters as 
the reſolves, and both would be 
equally fruitleſs ; if by reſcinding, as 
the word properly imports, is meant 
a repeal and nullifying of the re- 
ſolution referred to : * if, as is 
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moſt probable, by the word reſcinding 
is intended the paſſing a vote of this 


bation of the meaſures abovemen- 
tioned as illegal, inflammatory, 
and tending to promote unjuſtifiable 
combinations” againſt his Majeſty's 
peace, crown, and dignity, we muſt 
take the liberty to teitify, and pub- 
lickly to declare, that we take it to 
be the native, inherent, and inde- 
feaſible right of the ſubje&, jointly or 
ſeverally to petition the King for the 
redreſs of grievances: provided al- 
ways, that the ſame be done in a 
decent, dutiful, loyal, and conſti- 
tutional way, without tumult, diſ- 
order, or confuſion. We are alſo 
humbly, but clearly and very firmly 
of opinion, that the petition of the 
late dutiful and loyal Houſe to his 
Majeſty, and their other very orderly 
applications for the redreſs of grie- 
vances, have had the moſt deſirable 
tendencies and effects to keep mens 
minds in eaſe and quiet. We muſt 
be excuſed in thinking that the peo- 
ple were in truth patiently waiting 
for the meeting of the new Parlia- 
ment, their meaſures, and his Ma- 
jeſty's pleaſure: and it is probable 
that they would every where have 
thus waited for the great event, had 
it not been revealed here that the late 
provincial applications for redreſs of 
grievances were ſome-how ſtrangely 
obſtructed, and the province, in con- 
| ſequence of miſinformation and miſre- 
preſentation, moſt unfortunately fallen 
under the royal diſpleaſure : and to 
compleat this misfortune, it was not 
only diſguiſed to the other colonies, 
but ſome of them actually received 
the information before it was made 
known here, that the houſe had been 
accuſed to his Majeſty, or his mi- 
niſtry, or fallen under the diſpleaſure 
of the one, or the cenſure of the 
other. 

On the whole, Sir, we will con- 


Houſe in direct and expreſs diſappro- 


ſider his moſt ſacred Majeſty, under 
God, as our King, and beſt protected 


and common Father: and ſhall ever 


bear him true and faithful allegiance. 
We alſo regard your Excellency as 
the repreſentative of the greateſt 


tentate on earth, and at all times 


have, ſo far as could confiſt with the 
important purpoſes of preſerving life, 
liberty, and property, been moſt rea- 


dy and willing to treat you with all 


that reſpect juſtly due to your high 
rank and ſtation, But we are con- 
ſtrained to ſay, that we are diſagree- 


ably convinced that your Excellency 


entertains not that parental regard for 
the welfare of the good people of this 


| gs which you have ſome times 


een pleaſed to profeſs, and which 
they have at all times an irrefragable 
right to expect from their governor, 
Your Excellency has thought fit not 
only to deny us a receſs to conſult our 
conſtituents, in regard to the preſent 
requiſition, but has aſſured us, in ef- 
ſect, that you ſhall take ſilence, at 
leaſt a delay, not as uſual for a con- 
ſent, but for a denial. You have 
alſo thought fit to inform us that you 
cannot think yourſelf at liberty, in 
caſe of the diſſolution of this, to call 
another aſſembly, without the expreſs 


orders of his Majeſty for that purpoſe : 


at the ſame time your Excellency has 
been pleaſed to aſſure us that you have 
communicated the whole of Lord 
Hillſborough's letter, and your inftruc- 
tions, ſo far as relates to the requiſi- 
tion. — In all this, however, we can- 


not find that your Excellency is more 


than directed to diſſolve the preſent 
aſſembly, in caſe of a non- compliance 


on the part of the Houſe. If the 


votes of the Houſe are to be controul- 
ed by the direction of a Miniſter, we 
have left us but a vain ſemblance of 
liberty. We know it to be the juſt 
prerogative of the Crown, at plea- 
ſure, to diſſolve a Parliament: we 
are alſo ſenſible, that conſiſtently with 
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the great charter of this province, 
your Excellency when you ſhall think 
fit, with or without the intervention 
of the miniſter, can diſſolve the great 
and genera] court of this colony, and 
that without the leaſt obligation to 
convene another within the year. 
But ſhould it eyer grow in uſe for any 
ill-diſpoſed prom of the province, 
by means of a miſtaken or willfully 
wrong ſtate of facts, to procure orders 
for a diſſolution, that ſame charter 
will be of no value. 

We take this opportunity faithfully 
and firmly to repreſent to your Excel- 
lency, that the new revenue acts and 
meaſures are not only diſagreeable to, 
but in every view are deemed an in- 
ſupportable burthen and grievance, 
with a very few exceptions, by all 
the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of this juriſdiction; and we beg leave, 
once for all, to aſſure your Excel- 
lency, that thoſe of this opinion are 
of no “ party or expiring faction.“ 
They have at all times been ready to 
devote their lives and fortunes to his 
Majeſty's ſervice. 
majority could as reaſonably boaſt as 
any who may happen to enjoy your 
Excellency's ſmiles : their reputation, 
rank, and fortune, are at leaſt equal 
to thoſe who may have been ſome- 
times conſidered as the only friends to 
you government, while ſome of the 

eſt blood of the colony, even in two 


- 


Of loyalty this 


Houſes of Aſſembly lawfully con- 


vened, and duly acting, have been 
openly charged with the unpardon- 
able crime of oppugnation againſt the 
royal authority. We have now only 
to inform your Excellency, that this 
Houſe have voted not to reſcind, as 
required, the reſolution of the laſt 
Houſe, and that, on a diviſion on 
the queſtion, there were 92 Nays and 
17 Teas, In all this we have been 
actuated by a conſcientious, and final- 
ly, a clear and determined ſenſe af 
duty to God, to our King, our coqn- 


try, and to our lateſt NN and 
we moſt ardently wiſh, and humbly 
pray, that in your future conduct 
5 Excellency may be influenced 
y the ſamie principles. 

His Excellency after having receiv- 
ed the laſt foregoing meſſage from the 
Houſe, directed their attendance in 
the Council- Chamber; when, after 
giving his aſſent to ſeveral bills, he 
was pleaſed to prorogue the great 
and general court, to Wedneſday the 


third day of Auguſt next; but the 


next day the aſſembly was di/olved by 
proclamation. 


T he following letters from ſeveral Houſes 
of Repreſentatives of the other Colo- 
nies, wwere received by the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives of the Province of 
Maſfjachuſeits-Bay, in anſwer to their 
circular le'ter of the 11th of Febru- 
ary laſt. 

To the Honourable the Speaker of the 
Honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives 


of the Province of the Maſjachuſetts- 
Bay. 


Virginia, May 9, 1768. 
SIR, 8 J 9, 17 

The Houſe of Burgeſſes of this co- 
lony proceeded: very ſoon after they 
met to the conſideration of your im- 
portant letter of the 1 1th of February, 
1768, written in the name and by the 
order of the Houſe of Repreſentatives 
of your province; and I have received 
their particular direction to defire you 
to inform that honourable Houſe, that 
they applaud them for their attention 
to American liberty, and that the ſteps 
they have taken thereon, will convince 
them of their opinion of the fatal ten- 
dency of the aQs of parliament com- 
plained of, and of their fixed reſolution 
to concur with the other colonies in 
their application for redreſs. 

After the moſt deliberate conſult- 
ation, they thought it their duty to re- 
preſent to the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, that they are truly ſenſible 
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of the happineſs and ſecurity they de- 


rive from their connexions with, and 


dependance on Great Britain, and 


are under the greateit concern that 
any unlucky incident ſhould interrupt 
that ſalutary harmony, which they 
wiſh ever to ſubſiſt. They lament 
that the remoteneſs of their ſituation 
often expoſes them to ſuch miſrepre- 
ſentations, as are apt to involve them 
in cen ſures of diſloyalty to their ſove- 
reigu, and the want of a proper re- 
ſpect to the Britiſh Parliament, where- 
as they have indulg:4 themielves in 
the agreeable perſuaſion, that they 
ought to be conſidered as inferior to 
none of their fellow- ſubjects in loyalty 

and affection. | 
Tat they do not affect an inde- 
pendency of their parent kingdom, 
the proſperity ot which they are bound 
to the utmoſt of their abilities to pro- 
mote, but cheerfully acquieſce in the 
authority of parliament to make laws 
for preſerving a neceſſary de pendance 
and for regulating the trade of the 
colonies. Yet they cannot conceive, 
and humbly inſiſt, it is not eſſential 
to ſupport a proper relation between 
a mother- country and colonies tranſ- 

lanted from her, that ſhe ſhould 
View a right to raiſe money from them 
without their conſent, and preſume 
they do not aſpire to more than the 
natural rights of Britiſh ſubjects, 
when they aſſert that no power on 
earth has a right to impoſe taxes on 
the people, or take the ſmalleſt por- 
tion of their property, without their 
conſent, given by their repreſenta- 
tives in parliament. This * ever 
been conſidered as the chief pillar of 
the conſtitution; without this ſup- 
port no man can be ſaid to have the 
leaſt ſhadow of liberty, ſince they can 
hve no property in that, which ano- 
ther can by right take from them 


when he pleaſes, without their con- 
ſent. : 
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That their anceſtors brought over 
with them intire, and tranſmitted tg 
their deſcendants, the natural and 
con!ttutional rights they had enjoyed 
in their native country; and the firſt 
principles of the Britiſh conſtitution 
were early engrafted into the conſti. 
tution of the colonies. Hence a le. 
giſlative authority, ever eſſoential in 
all free ſtates, was derived, and af. 
fimilated as nearly as might be to 
that in England; the executive pow- 
er and the right of aſſenting or - dif. 
ſenting to all laws reſerved to the 
crown, and the privilege of chooſin 
their own repreſentatives . — 
to the people, and confirmed to them 
by repeated and expreſs ſtipulations. 
The government thus eſtabliſhed, 
they enjoyed the fruits of their own 
labour with a ſerenity which liberty 
only can impart, Upon preſſing oc- 
caſions they applied to his Majeſty 
for relief, and gracefully acknowledge 
they have frequently received it from 
their mother-country: whenever their 
aſſiſtance was neceſſary, requiſitions 
have conſtantly been made from the 
crown to the repreſentatives of the 
people, who have complied with 
them to the utmoſt extent of their 
abilities. The ample provifion made 
for the ſupport of civil government, 
in the reign of King Charles the ſe- 
cond, and at his requeſt, and the 
large ſupplies voted during the laſt 
war upon requiſitions from his Ma- 


jeſty and his royal grandfather, afford 


early and late inſtances of the dif] 
ſitions of the aſſemblies of this co- 
lony, and are ſufficient proofs that 
the parhament of Great Britain did 
not till lately, aſſume a power af im- 
poſing taxes on the people, for the 
purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. 

To ſay that the Commons of Great 
Britain have a right to impoſe inter- 
nal taxes on the inhabitants of this 
continent, who are not and cannot 
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be repreſented, is in effect to bid 
them prepare for a ſtate of ſlavery. 
What mutt be their ſituation, ſhould 
ſuch a right be eſtabliſhed ? The co- 
lonies have no conſtitutional check 
on their liberality in giving away their 
money, cannot have an opportunity 
of explaining their grievances, or of 
pointing out the eaſieſt method of 
taxation, for their doom will gene- 
rally be determined before they are 
acquainted that the ſubject has been 
agitated in parliament, and the com- 
mons bear no proportion of the taxes 
they lay upon them. The notion of 
a virtual repreſentation, which would 
render all our rights merely ideal, 
has been ſo often and ſo clearly re- 
futed, that nothing need be ſaid on 
that head. 

The oppreſſive ſtamp- act confeſſed- 
ly impoſed internal taxes, and the 
late acts of Parliament, giving and 
granting certain duties in the Britiſh 
colonies, plainly tend to the ſame 
point. Duties have been impoſed to 
reſtrain the commerce of one part of 
the empire that was likely to prove 
injurious to another, and by this 
means the welfare of the whole pro- 
moted ; but duties impoſed on ſuch of 
the Britiſh exports as are neceſſaries of 
life, to be paid by the- coloniſts on 
importation, without any view to the 
intereſts of commerce, but merely to 
raiſe a revenue, or in other words to 
compel the coloniſts to part with their 
money againſt their inclinations, they 
conceive to be tax internal to all 
intents and purpoſes. And can it be 
thought juſt or reaſonable, reſtricted 
ae they are in their trade, confined as 
they are in their exports, obliged to 
purchaſe theſe very neceſſaries at the 
Britiſh Market, that they ſhould now 
be told they ſhall not have them 
without paying a duty for them ? 

The act ſuipending. the legiſlative 
power of New-York, they conſider as 
{till more alarming to the colomes, 
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though it has that ſingle province in 
view, If the Parliament can compel 
them to furniſh a ſingle article to the 
troops ſent over, they may, by the 
ſame rule, oblige them to furniſh 
cloaths, arms, and every other ne- 
ceſſary, even the pay of the officers 
and ſoldiers - a doctrine replete with 
every miſchief, and utterly ſubverſive 
of all that's dear and valuable: for 
what advantage can the people of the 
colonies derive from their right of 
chooſing their own repreſentatives, if 
thoſe repreſentatives when choſen, 
not permitted to exerciſe their own 
judgments, were under a neceflity 


(on pain of being deprived of their 


legiſlative authority) of inforeing the 
mandates of a Britiſh Parliament. 
This, Sir, is a ſketch of their ſen- 
timents, as they are expreſſed in a 
petition to his Majeſty, a Memorial 
to the Right Honourable the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and in a 
Remonſtrance to the Knights, Citi- 
zens and Burgeſſes of Great Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled. In all their 
proceedings the council of this colony 
have concurred, and have directed 
their agent, James Abercromby, Eſq; 
to join Edward Montague, Eſq; the 
agent for this colony, in applying for 
redreſs of the grievances they ſo juſtly 
complain of, Copies were delivered 
to the Preſident of the Council, now 


Commander in Chief, who is defired . 


to tranſmit them to the Secretary of 
State appointed by his Majeſty to ma- 
nage the affairs of North America, 
and Mr. Montague is enjoined to 
conſult the agents of the other co- 
lonies, and to co-operate with them 
in every meaſure that ſhall be thought 
neceſſary to be taken on this critical 
point. 

They truſt they have expreſſed 
themſelves with a firmneſs that be- 
comes freemen pleading for eſſential 
rights, and with a decency that will 
take off every imputation of faction 

or 
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They repoſe entire 
confidence in his Majeſty, who is ever 
attentive to the complaints of his ſub- 
jects, and is ever ready to relieve their 
diſtreſs; and they are not without 
hopes that the colonies united in a 
decent and regular oppoſition, may 
prevail on a new Houſe of Commons 
to put a ſtop to meaſures ſo directly 


repugnant to the intereſts both of the 


mother country, and her colonies. 
In the name and by order of the Houſe 


of Burgeſſes, Fam, with the greateſt 


reſpe&, your moſt obedient humble 
ſervant, 
PEYTOR RAnDOLPH, Speaker. 


Colony of New Ferſey, May 9, 1768. 


SIR, 
As ſoon as the Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives of this colony met, which was 
on the 12th of April, I laid your 


letter of the 11th of February before 


them. £ 
Senſible that the law you complain 
of, is a ſubject in which every colony 


is intereſted, the Houſe of Repre- 


ſentatives readily perceived the neceſ- 
ſity of an immediate application to 
the King, and that it ſhould corre- 
ſpond with thoſe of the other colonies; 


but as they have not had an oppor- 


tunity of knowing the ſentiments of 
any other colonies but that of the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, they have endea- 
voured to conform them ſelves to the 
mode adopted by you. 

They have therefore given inſtruc- 
tions to their agent, and enjoined his 
attention to the ſubject of their pe- 
dition. 

The freedom with which the Houſe 


of Repreſentatives of the Maſſachu- 


ſetts-Bay have communicated their 
ſentiments upon a matter of ſo great 
concern to all the colonies, hath been 
received by this Houſe, with that 
candor, the fpirit and deſign of your 
letter merits.— And at the ſame time, 


that they acknowledge themſelves ob- 
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liged to you for communicating Your 


ſentiments to them, they have di. 


rected me to aſſure you, that they are 
deſirous to keep up a correſpondence 
with you, and to unite with the colo- 
nies, if neceſſary, in further ſuppli- 
cations to his Majeſty to relieve his 
diſtreſſed American ſubjects. In the 
name and by order of the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, I am, Sir, your moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, 
CoRTLAND SKINNER, Speaker, 


_ of Connecticut, 111% June, 1768, 

3 . 

By order of the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives of this colony, I am to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 11th February laſt, commu- 
nicating the ſenſe which the repre- 
ſentative body of your province have 
of the great difficulties to which they 
and their conſtituents muſt be ſub- 
jected by the operation of the ſeveral 
acts of the Britiſh Parliament by you 
referred to, and the meaſures they 
have gone into for obtaining redrels 
of thoſe grievances, 

Your letter was laid before this 
Houſe of Repreſentatives early in the 
ſeſſion which is now juſt | cloſed. 
They conſider the ſaid acts of parlia- 
ment in their nature, tendency, and 
operation as matters of ſerious con- 
cern, and of very intereſting impor- 
tance, to this and all the Engliſh 
American colonies, and are of opinion 
that no conſtitutional meaſures pro- 
per for obtaining relief ought to be 
neglected by any, and that it is of 
importance their meaſures for that 


end ſhould harmonize with cach other, 


as their ſucceſs may in a great degree 
depend on their union in ſentiment 
and practice, on this critical and in- 
tereſting occaſion. 

The Houſe therefore very kindly 


accepted your letter, and are per- 


ſuaded from the importance of the 
cauſe, the laudable zeal, and the gene- 
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vous exertions of the province of the 

Maſſachuſetts-Bay, from time to time, 
in favour of her conſtitutional tree- 
dom, that it proceeded only from a 
hearty concern for the juſt rights, the 
common intereſt and welfare of theſe 
colonies. _ 

This Houſe are deſirous ever to 
cultivate the ſtricteſt friendſhip and 
harmony with the neighbouring co- 
lonies, and with none more than 
your's, and will be always ready to 
receive, with the utmoſt candor, their 
opinion in any matters of general 
concern, and equally willing on all 
proper occaſions to communicate their 
own ſentiment on any ſubjects of 
our common welfare, in full confi- 
dence they would meet with the tame 
friendly and candid acceptance. 

This Houſe have alſo taken into 
their ſerious conſideration the opera- 
tion of the ſaid acts of parliament, 
and are deeply ſenſible that this, in 
common with her ſiſter colonies, mult 
thereby be involved in great difficul- 
ties, which are perhaps a prelude to 
ſtill greater, and have purtued mea- 
ſures for obtaining redreſs, ſimilar to 
thoſe adopted by the Houle of Repre- 
ſentatives of your province. 

We cannot but entertain with you, the 
ſtrongeſt confidence in the King's roy- 
al clemency, juſtice, and goodneis, 
that the united, dutiful ſupplications 
of his faithful, diſtreſſed iubjects in 
America, will meet with a kind and 
gracious acceptance. | 

In the name and by order of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, 1 am, Sir, 
with great eſteem and reipect, your 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

Z:BULON WEsT, Speaker. 

To the Honourable the Speaker of the 

Houſe of Reprejentatives in the Pro- 

vince of the Mafſachuſeits-bay. 


Province of Georgia, 15th Tune, 1768. 
"8 +. | 
Your reſpected favour of the 11th 
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February came to my hand only a few 
days ſince. I am ſorry it is not in 
my power to give you ſo full and ſa- 
tis factory an anſwer thereto, as the. 
importance of the ſubje& requires : 
the members of the preſent aſſembly 
of this province have but lately been 
elected, and though the writs were re- 
turnable, and the Houſe required to 
meet the firſt of this month, yet our 
Governor thought proper, prior there- 
to, to prorogue the aſſembly until 
November ; tor this reaſon, Sir, I can 
only for the preſent, reply to your 
favour as a private perſon, or late 
Speaker, and inform you, that before 
the diſſolution of the laſt aſſembly, 
the Houſe took under conſideration 
the ſeveral late acts of parliament for 
impoſing taxes and duties on the 
American colonies, and being ſenſibly 
affected thereby, ordered the com- 
mittee of correſpondence to inſtruct 
our provincial agent, (Mr. Benjamin 
Franklin) to join earneſtly with the 
other colonies agents in ſolliciting a 
repeal of thoſe acts, and in remon- 
ſtrating againſt any acts of the like · 
nature for the future: this inſtruction 
hath been tranſmitted to Mr. Frank- 
lin, and I have no doubt but he will 
punctually obſerve it. When the 
aſſembly meet I will lay your favour 
before the Houſe; and I am aſſured 
ſuch meaſures will be purſued in con- 
ſcquence thercof as will manifeſt their 
regard tor conſtitutional liberty, and 
their reſpect for the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives of the province of Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, whoſe wiſe and ſpirited 
conduct is ſo juſtly admired. 
I am Sir, with the utmoſt reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
ALEXANDER WYLLY. 
T he Speaker of the Houje of Repreſen- 
tatives of Mafjachujetts-Bay aljo re— 
ceived the following letter from the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives of the Province of Maryland, 
relating to the circular letter, 
EE 8 Pro- 
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Province of 8 June 24th, 
1768. 
SIR, f 

T had the honour to receive your 
favour of the 11th of February laſt 
and on a meeting of our aſſembly I 
communicated it to our Houſe, and 
I am defired to aſſure you they ac- 
knowledge themſelves obliged by a 
candid and free communication of 
ſentiments of a ſiſter colony on a 
point ſo intereſting to the whole ; and 
that their opinion of the con ſequences 
to the colonies of the operation of 
the ſeveral acts of parliament you al- 
Jude to, coincide exactly with yours, 
and that they are perſuaded of the 
neceſſity of harmonizing as much as 
poſſible in proper N for re- 
dreſs. 

This Houſe, upon conſidering the 
Adts of parliament, prepared an hum- 
ble, dutiful, and loyal petition to his 
Majeſty, ſetting forth, That it is a 

and unalterable principle in the 
nature of things, and a part of the 
very idea of property, that whatever 
a man hath honeſtly acquired cannot 
be taken from him without his con- 
ſent; that this immutable principle is 
ingrafted as a fundamental into the 
Engliſh conſtitution, and is declared 
by Magna Charta, and the petition 
and bill of rights, and from thence 
every Britiſh ſubject, the moſt diſtant, 
is juſtly intitled to all the rights of 
Engliſhmen ; that this right is further 
declared and confirmed by our char- 
terz under the confidence whereof 
our forefathers encountered ever difh- 
culty, to ſettle this colony, which un- 
der providence has increaſed his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, extended the trade, 
and added to the wealth of the mo- 
ther country : that we have always 
been permitted to enjoy this right 
until lately ; that we are not, nor can 
we ever be effectually repreſented in 
the Britiſh parliament; and that theſe 
Katutes do, in our apprehenſton, in- 
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fringe the great fundamental princi. 
ple, that no man can be taxed but with 

is own conſent given by himſelf o 
his Repreſentative: This, Sir, is the 
ſubſtance of our petition, and I am 
ofdered to nal it to Charles 
Garth, Eſq; ſpecial agent for our 
Houſe of Dclegates, to be preſented, 
and we ſhall requeſt him to co-operate 
with yours and the other colony 
agents in endeavouring to procure u 
relief, and hope with you his Majef. 
ty's great goodneſs of heart will in. 
cline him to receive the dutiful ſup. 
plications of his remote ſubjects with 
favour and attention. 

Juſt before the cloſe of our ſeflion 
we received a meſſage from our Go- 
vernor, a copy of which you have 
herewith ; and alſo a copy of the ad- 
dreſs by our Houſe in anſwer thereto, 
which fully convey to you their ſenti- 
ments on the ſubje&. 

I am, in the name and by order of 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Sir, 
with very great reſpect, your moſt 
humble and obedient ſervant, | 


RoBerT LLoyD, Speaker, 


To the Honourable T homas Cuſhing, 
Ey; Speaker of the Honourable 
Houſe of Repreſentatives of Ma f- 
fachuſetts-Bay. 


Copy of the meſſage from Governor 
Sharpe to the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives of the Province of Maryland. 

8 of the Lower Houſe of Afſem- 
1 de King our moſt gracious ſove- 

reign having been informed that a 

circular letter, a copy of which hath 

been communicated to his miniſters, 
was in February laſt ſent by the 

Speaker of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 

tives of the colony of Maflachuſetts 


to the Speakers of other Houſes of 


Aſſembly in North America, hath 
been pleaſed to order it to be ſigni- 
hed to me, that he conſiders ſuch 
meaſure to be of a moſt * 
a 
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and factious tendency, calculated to 
inflame the minds of his good ſub- 
jects in the colonies, to promote an 
unwarrantable combination, to excite 
and encourage an open oppolition to 
and denial of the authority of Parlia- 
ment, and to ſubvert the true princi- 
ples of the conſtitution 3 but while I 
notify to you his Majeſty's ſentiments 
with reſpect to this matter, I am alſo 
to tell you that the repeated proofs 
which have been given by the aſſem- 
bly of this province of their reverence 
and reſpe& for the laws, and of their 
faithful attachment ta the conſtitu- 
tion, leave little room for his Majeſty 
to doubt of their ſnewing a proper 
reſentment of ſuch unjuſtinable at- 
tempt to revive thoſe diſtractions which 
have operated ſo fatally to the preju- 
dice of both the colonies and the mo- 
ther- country, and I flatter myſelf 
that in caſe ſuch a letter has been 
addreſſed to the Speaker of your 
Houſe, you will confirm the favour- 
able opinion his Majeſty at prelent 
entertains of his Maryland ſubjects, 
by taking no notice of ſuch letter, 
which wall be treating it with the 
contempt it deſerves. 
HogaTIO SHARPE, 
20th June, 1768. 

Copy of the Addreſs of the Houſe of De- 
legates to Governor Sharpe, occaſion- 
ed by the above Meſſage, 

To his Excellency Horatio Sharpe, Eg; 
Governor and Commander in Chief in 
and over the Province of Maryland. 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
In anſwer to your Excellency's meſ- 
ſage of the zoth we mult obſerve, 
that if the letter from the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the 
colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, addreſ- 
led to and communicated by our 
Speaker to this Houſe, be the ſame 
with the letter, a copy of which you 
are pleaſed tointimate, hath been com- 
municated to the King's miniſters, it 
is very alarming to find that at a time 
when the people of America think 
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themſelyes aggrieved by the late at 
of Parliament impoſing taxes on them 
for the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of 
raiſing a revenue, and in the moſt 
dutiful manner are ſeeking redreſs 
from the Throne, any endeavours to 
unite in laying before their ſovereign 
what is apprehended to be their juſt 
complaint, ſhould be looked upon 
* as a meaſure of moſt dangerous and 
factious tendency, calculated to in- 
flame the minds of his Majeſty's 
good ſubjects, in the colon es, to 
promote an unwarrantable combina- 
tion, to excite and encourage an 
* open oppoſition to, and denial of 
* the authority of Parliament, and 
to ſubvert the, true principles of 
* the conſtitution.” We cannot but 
view this as an attempt in ſome of his 
Majeſty's miniſters to ſuppreſs all 
communication of ſentiments between 
the colonies, and to prevent the uni- 
ted ſupplications of America from 
reaching the royal ear. We hope the 
conduct of this Houſe will ever evince 
their reverence and reſpect for the laws 
and faithful attachment to the conſti- 
tution ; but we cannot be brought te 
reſent an exertion of the moſt un- 
doubted conſtitutional right of petiti- 
oning the throne, or any endeavours 
to procure and preſerve an union of' 
the colonies as an unjuſtifiable at- 
tempt to revive thoſe diſtractions 
which it is ſaid have operated fo fa- 
tally to the prejudice of both the co- 
lonies and the mother country, We 
have the warmeſt and moſt affectio- 
nate attachment to our moſt gracious 
ſovereign, and ſhall ever pay the rea- 
dieſt and moſt reſpectful regard to the 
juſt and conſtitutional power of the 
Britiſh Parliament; but we ſhall not 
be intimidated by a few ſounding ex- 

reſſions from doing what we think 
15 right. The Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives of the colony of Maſlachuietts- 
Bay in their letter to us, have inti- 


mated that they have preferred an 


humble, dutiful and loval petition to 
Ff2 the 
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the King, and expreſſed their confi- 
dence that the united and dutiful ſup- 
plications of his diſtreſſed American 
ſubjects will meet with his royal and 
favourable acceptance; and we think 
they have aſſerted their rights with a 
decent reſpect to their ſovereign, and 
a due ſubmiſſion to the authority of 
Parliament. What we ſhall do upon 
this occaſion, or whether in conſe- 
quence of that letter we ſhall do any 
thing, it is not our preſent buſineſs to 
communicate to your Excellency: 
but of this be pleaſed to be aſſured, 
that we cannot be prevailed on to 
take no notice of, or to treat with the 
leaſt degree of contempt, a letter ſo 
expreſſive of duty and loyalty to the 
ſovereign, and ſo replete with juſt 
principles of 41berty ; and your Ex- 
cellency may depend that whenever 
we apprehend the rights of the peo- 
ple to be affected, we ſhall not fail 
boldly to aſſert and ſteadily endeavour 
to maintain and ſupport them, al- 
ways remembering, nat we could wiſh 
never to be forgot, that by the Bill 
of Rights it is declared, that it is 
* the right of the ſubject to petition 
© the King, and all commuments and 
« proſecutions for ſuch petitioning ale 
illegal.“ By order of the Lower 
Houſe of Aſſembly, 

RoBERT LLOYD, Speaker.“ 
June 23d, 1768. 


T he following is a Copy of a Letter com- 
municated to the Houje of Afjembly of 


the Colony of Rhoae-lfiana, en Satur- 


day the 18th of June, by the Gover- 
nor of that Colony. IT 
Whitehall, April 21, 1768. 
Gentlemen, 
I have his Majeſty's commands to 
tranſmit to you the incloſed copy of a 


The anſwer of Governor Sharpe to this 
addrets, imported his diſappointment in the 
effect cf his meilage; and his having infruc- 
tions to put an end to the ſeſſion (whether to 
diſſolve or prorogue it, he did not ſay) if the 
Houle proceeded to any meaſures in tayour of 
Uderty. 


CUMEN T S. 
letter from the Speaker of the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives of the colony of 
the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, addreſſed by 
order of that Houſe to the Speaker of 
the aſſembly of each colony upon the 
continent of North-America ; as his 
Majeſty conſiders this meaſure to be 
of a moſt dangerous and factious ten- 
dency, calculated to enflame the 
minds of his good ſubjects in the co- 
lonies ; to promote an unwarrantable 
combination, and to excite and en- 
courage an open oppoſition to and de- 
nial of the authority of Parliament, 
and to ſubvert the true principles of 
the conſtitution.— It is his Majeſty's 
pleaſure that you ſhould, immediately 
upon the receipt hereof, exert your 
utmoſt influence to defeat this flagiti- 
ous attempt to diſturb the public 
peace, by prevailing upon the aſſem- 
biy of your province to take no no- 
tice of it, which will be treating it 
with the contempt it deſerves. 

The repeated proofs which have 
been given by the aſſembly of Rhode- 
Ifland of their reverence and reſpe& 


for the laws, and of their faithful at. 


tachments to the conſtitution, leave 


little room in his Majeſty's breaft to 


doubt of their ſhewing a proper re- 
ſentment of this unjuſtifiable attempt 
to revive thoſe diſtractions which have 
operated ſo fatally to the prejudice of 
this kingdom and the colonies : and 
accordingly his Majeſty has the fulleſt 
confidence in their affection, and ex- 
pects they will give him the ſtrongeſt 
proofs of them on this and every 
other occaſion. 


I am, with great truth and regard, 


Gentlemen, your molt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant, 


HILLSBOROUGH. 


In the Providence Gazette, July 9, 
was publiſhed the following Letter to 
the Printer from Roger Martyn, Ei; 
If the deſign of the Earl of Hillſbo- 

letter, of the 21ſt of Apirl 
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laſt, to the colony of Rhode Iſland, 
was to detach and divert them from 
uniting with the continent, in all 
legal endeavours, for a removal of 
general grievances, he hath miſſed of 
his aim. This colony is but the more 
confirmed of the neceſſity of a general 
union, when the oppreſſion is com- 
mon. This I think I may ſay, after 
having heard no one, even during 
the Seſſion of Aſſembly in which that 
letter was read, expreſs the leaſt cen- 
ſure of the colony of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts Bay, for writing the circular let- 
ter complained of; but, on the con- 
trary, that proceeding is univerſally 
approved of. If it be the privilege 
of every ſubject to petition to the 
King, it is undoubtedly the right of 
a whole country to unite in a ſuppli- 
cation for redreſs of grievances, which 
equa ly affect them all. This colony 
have adopted the meaſures recom- 
mended to them by their brethren of 
the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and a com- 
mittee hath been appointed to pre- 

are a draft of a petition on the tub. 
ject recommended, who will ſoon re. 
port to the Aſſembly, notwithitand- 
ing the Earl's letter; and there can. 
not be the leaſt doubt, but that ſuch 
petition will be forwarded as ſoon a8 
may be, as at the time when his ſur- 
prizing letter was received, the aſſem- 
bly were addreſſed by the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Burgeſſes in Virginia, 
on the ſubject contained in the cir- 
cular letter from Boſton, wherein the 
ſentiments of that ancient and re— 
ſpectable government appear to coin- 
cide with thoſe of the Maſſachuſſetts- 
Bay, to which addreſs the Houſe di- 
rected their Speaker to ſend an an- 
ſwer, and ſignify their full appro- 
bation of the ſentiments therein con- 
tained, and to aſſure him, that mea- 
ſures ſimilar to thoſe taken in that 
dominion ſhould be purſued. And 1 
am authorized to ſay, that an anſwer 
from our Houſe of Commons, in this 
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colony, to the letter from Boſton, 
would have been ſent, and made 
public, had it not been for the inter- 
vention of ſome ſpecial buſineſs, 
which engroſſed the attention of the 
Houſe ſo much, during their ſeſſion 
of only three or four days continu- 
ance, that they omitted to give any 
particular direction to their Speaker 
in that behalf, many of the Houſe 
ſuppoling he would have written an 
aniwer ex officio, as the Houſe had 
entered into the meaſures recom- 
mended, 

Upon a re-examination of the cir- 
cular letter from the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay (with all due ſubmiſſion to the 
ſagacity of his Lordihip) nobody 
amongſt us can diſcover any dange- 
rous or factious tendency therein, or 
conceive it to be calculated to inflame 
the minds of the King's ſubjects in 
the colonies, or to promote any un- 
warrantable combinations, or to ſub- 
vert any principles of the conſtitution : 
we rather think it a meaſure of the 
higheſt expediency—that the princi- 
ples therein held forth are right, and 
in which all the colonies on the con- 
tinent are unanimous in ſentiment. 
A receſſion of one jot from the prin- 
cipl-s contained in that letter, would 
be dangerous to the general ſafety: 
and from the reception it hath met 
with, we hope that the colony of the 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay wilt have the for- 
titude to endure all extremities, ra- 
ther than reſcind any reſolutions that 
gave birth to it. | 

One would think, that a joint ſup- 
plication would meet with a more 
gracious recep:10n than ſeparate and 
different prayers. In public and joint 
worſhip of the ſupreme being a ſpe- 
cial promiſe of blefling is annexed. 
Is it not very ſtrange, then, that the 
miniiter ſhould attempt to make us 
believe, that the recommendation 
from the principal government to the 
ſeveral legiſlatures in this remote pare 

at 0 
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of the world, to join in beſeeching our 
gracious ſovereign to conſider and re- 
move our griefs, is rous or fac- 
rious ? He might as well perſuade us, 
that in a time of peſtilence or famine, 
an united ſupplication to heaven to re- 
move the calamity was an unwarran- 
table combination, 

Unleſs the colonies are for tamely 
yielding up every valuable privilege, 

the miniſter ought to be r 
tet his ſingle opinion be what it may, 
they fo far underſtand their own liber- 
ties, that they will at all times, when 
they ſee fit, confer together, and cor- 
xeſpond about their joint concern- 
ments, without aſking his leave, and 
that they have a lawſul right fo to do. 
I our petitions are prevented from 

xeaching the royal ear—if the moſt 
dutiful ſupplications are called un- 


warrantable combinations— and, in 


fine, if legiſlation in this country is 
ſuſpended, becauſe we decently de- 
clare our rights, and pray for a con- 
tinuance of them, of what uſe are 
agents at the court of Great Britain ? 
It I might adviſe in this matter, I 


would propole a general revocation of 
ther powers, and a diſcontinuance of 


any further commerce or butineſs with 
the inhabitants of a country, who, 
being only fellow- ſubjects, would ty- 
ranntze over us. 
Colony of Rhe de-7ſland, 
July 5, 1768. 


Memorial in behalf of the Inhabi- 

tants of Buſton. 

Sheath, 

That they bear the fame ſentiments 
af loyalty and duty towards our gract- 
ous King; and the fame reyerence 
for the great council of the nation, 
the Britiſh Parliament, as ever; and 
therefore are not willing their con- 
duct ſhould appear in an odious light 
to the miniſtry.— The principal oc- 
caſion of the late tumults aroſe from 
the haughty conduct of the commiſh- 
dners, and other officers appointed by 


Roger Martyn. 
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them, —The Romney man of war, 
baving moored before the town, in- 
timidated the coaſting veſlels bringin 

proviſions, firewood, &c, . 
many acts of violence and outrage; 
and in particular, by cutting away a 
veſſel from Mr. Hancock's Wharf, de- 
taining her ſeveral days, without an 

legal proceſs being filed againſt her, 
&c. This irritated the people; wha 
patrolled the ſtreets in a tumultuous 
manner, broke ſeveral windows to 
the value of about 51, ſterling, burnt 
a pleaſure boat belonging to the col- 
lector, and then diſperſed at about 
11 o'clock at night. —All which will 
more fully appear by twelve affida- 


vits, of different perſons, who were 


eye witneſſes of the proceedings, here- 
unto annexed.— Three days after 
this, the commiſſioners made a volun- 
tary abdication of their office, and 


went on board the Romney man of 


war. And from all the atfidavits it 
does appear, that the cauſe of ſuch 
tumult was entirely from the impu- 
dent and violent proceedings of the 
officers, particularly from the maſter 
of the Romney, who frequeatly or- 
dered the marines to fire, and abuſed 


every body who adviſed a cooler con- 


duct. 


The above Memorial was preſented 10 
Adminiſtration with the tadelve Afi- 
davits, (immediately upon bearing 
the Reports which were ſo prejudicial 
to the Town) by Bennis De Berdt, 
E; Agent for the Aſſembly. 

SIR, Beſton, Judy 13, 1768. 

It is very ſurpriſing to people here, 

that the circular letter, tranfmitted 

from this government to the othercolo» 

nies, could be repreſented and confi- 
dered by the miniltry in ſo odious a lig 


as it _—_— it has been, by the late 
r 


letter from the Earl of Hillſborough. 
It is amauing, that a meaſure ſo in- 
nocent, ſo prudent, and that had ſuch 
a tendency to quiet the minds of the 
people, ſhould be ſo miſconſtrued. 
| ; However, 
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However, it ſeems the letter from 
the Earl of Hillſborough, reſpecting 
this affair, has had quite a different 
effect from what was deſigned and ex- 
pected : inſtead of preventing the co- 
lonies from uniting in their applica- 
tions to the throne for relief, it has 
ſerved to make them more ſolicitous 
than ever of an union in ſentiment 
and meaſures. This you will perceive, 
upon peruſing the incloſed news pa- 
per, where you will find what has 
been done by the Houſe of Delegates 
at Maryland. The colony of Rhode 
Iſland has immediately upon the re- 
ception of the letter abovementioned, 
prepared an addreſs to his Majeſty, 
which will ſoon -be forwarded. Many 
of the other colonies have alſo for- 
warded their petitions and repreſen- 
tations, The people through the 
continent are greatly alarmed, and 
will never be ealy till the late acts are 
repealed, and things return, to their 
old courſe. The merchants find they 
cannot vend your manufactures, the 
country people are ſo diſguſled, and 
are determined not to continue their 
importations of Engliſh goods. We 
have now in the harbour five or ſix 
veſſels of war, and are threatened 
with troops. If they ſhould be ſent 
here to enforce acts of Parliament, 
God only knows what will be the 
event. This we are ſure of, that be 
the number of the troops ever ſo 
great, they cannot force us either to 
import, buy, or conſume Englith 
oods, The mercantile intereſt on 

your ſide of the water is, and will be, 
greatly affected by theſe meaſures It 
behoves them to beſtir themſelves up- 
on this occaſion, if they deſign to pre- 
ſerve their trade. It is the opinion 
of men of diſcernment and good judg- 
ment, that the people through the 
continent are much more alarined at 
the late acts, than they were at the 
ſtamp act; and it would be vaſtly 
more difficult to reconcile the people 


CUMEN TI S. 279 
to them. God grant that the union 
between the mother country and. the 
colonies may not be interrupted ; and 
that thoſe at the helm may be endow- 
ed with all that wiſdom which may 
be needful to direct at ſuch a critical 
day! I doubt not your good wiſhes 
for America, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


T. Cusrine, 
To Dennis De Berdt, E; 


An Addreſs read at a numerous meeting 
of the Merchants in Philadelphia ad 
the 25th of April, 1768. b 

(Written by Mr. Dickenſon, author of 

the Farmer's Letters.) 

Gentlemen, Friends, and Fellow Citi- 

Rens, 

Vou are called together to give your 
advice and opinion, what anſwer ſhall 
be returned to our brethren of Boſton 
and New-York, who defire to know 
whether we will anite with them, in 
ſtopping the importation of goods 
from Great Britain, until certain 
acts of Parliament are repealed, which 
are thought to be injurious to our 
rights, as freemen and Britiſh ſub- 
jects. | 
Before you come to any reſolution, 
it may be neceſſary to explain the 
matter more fully, 

When our forefathers came into 
this country, they conſidered them 
ſelves as freemen, and that their 
coming and ſettling theſe colonies 
did not diveſt them of any of the 
rights inherent in freemen; that, 
therefore, what they poſſeſſed, and 
what they or their poſterity ſhould ac- 
quire, was and would be ſo much 
their own, that no power on earth 
could lawfully, or of right, deprive 
them of it without their conſent. 
The governments, which they, with 
the conſent of the crown, eſtabliſhed 
in the reſpectiyc colonies, they con- 
ſidered as political governments, 
„where (as Mr. Locke expreſſes it) 


men 


224 | 
men have property in their own diſ- 
poſal.” And therefore (according to 
the concluſion drawn by the fame 
author in another place) “ No taxes 
ought or could be raiſed on their pro- 

rty without their conſent given by 
themſelves or their deputies, or cho- 
{en repreſentatives. 

As they were members of one great 
empire, united under one head or 
crown, they tacitly acquieſced in the 
ſuperintending authority of the Par- 
hament of Great Britain, and ad- 
mitted a power in it, to make regu- 
lations to preſerve the connection of 
the whole entire. Though under 
colour of this, ſundry regulations 
were made that bore hard on the co- 
lonies; yet, with filial reſpect and 
regard for Great Britain their mother 
country, the colonies ſubmitted to 
them, 

It will be ſufficient here juſt to 
enumerate ſome of the moit grie- 
vous. 

1. The law againſt making ſteel, or 
erecting ſteel furnaces, though theie 
are not above five or ſix perſons in 
England engaged in that branch of 
Þulneſs, who are ſo far from being 
able to ſupply what is wanted, that 
great quanuties of ſteel are yearly im- 
ported from Germany N 

2. Againſt plating and ſlitting mills 
and tilt hammers; though iron is the 
produce of our country, and from our 
manner of building, planting, and 
living, we are under a necctlity of 
uſing vaſt quantities of nails and 

lated iron, as hoes, ſtove-pipes, 
plates, &c. all which are loaded wita 
double freight, commiſſions, &c. 

3. The reſtraint laid on hatters, 
and the prohibition of exporting hats. 

4. The prohibition of carrying 
wool or any kind of woolien goods 
manufactured here, from one colony 
to another. A ſingle fleece of wool 
or a dozen of home-made hoſe car- 


ried from one colony to another is 
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not only forfeited, but ſubjects the 

veſſel, if conveyed by water, or the 

waggon and horſes, if carried by land, 

, a ſeizure, and the owner to a heavy 
ne. 

5. Though the Spaniards may cut 
and carry logwood directly to what 
market they picaſe, yet the Americans 
cannot ſend to any foreign market, 
even What the demand in England 
cannot take off, without firſt carry. 
ing it to ſome Britiſh port, and there 
landing and re-ſhipping it at a great 
expence and loſs ot time. 

6. Obliging us to carry Portugal 
and Spaniſh wines, fruit, &c. to Eng- 


land, there to unload, pay a heavy 


duty and re-ſhip it, thus ſubjecting 
us to a great expence, and our veſlels 
to an unneceſſary voyage of 1000 
miles in a dangerous ſea. 

7. Impoling a duty on Madeira 
wines, which, if re-ſhipped to Eng- 
land, are ſubjected to the payment of 
the full duties there without any draw- 
back for what was paid here. 

8. The emptying their jails upon 
us, and making the colonies a recept- 
acle for their rogues and villains; an 


iniult and indignity not to be thought 


of, much leſs borne without indigna- 
tion and reientment. 

Not to mention the reſtrictions at- 
tempted in the fiſheries, the duties 
laid on foreign ſugar, molaſſes, &c. 
I will juit mention the neceſſity they 
have laid us under of ſupplying our- 
{elves wholiy from Great-Britain with 
European and Eaſt-India goods at an 


advance of 20, and as to ſome arti- 


cles, even of 40 per cent. higher than 


we might be ſupplied with them from 


other places. 

But as if all theſe were not enough, 
a party has lately ariien in England, 
who, under colour of ſuperintending 
authority of parliament, are labour- 
ing to epect a new ſovereignty over 
the clan with power inconſiſtent 


with liberty or freedom. | 
The 
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ately ſuſpended by another act of par- 


liament. 


The firſt exertion of this power was 
diſplayed in the odious Stamp-Act. 
As the authors and promoters of this 
act were ſenſible of the oppoſition it 
muſt neceſſarily meet with, from men, 
who had the leaſt ſpark of liberty re- 
maining, they accompanied 1t with a 
bill ſtill more odious, wherein they 
attempted to empower officers to quar- 
ter ſoldiers on private houſes, with a 
view no doubt, to dragoon us into a 
compliance with the former act. 

By the interpoſition of the Ameri- 
can agents, and of the London mer- 
chants who traded to the colonies, 
this clauſe was dropt, but the act was 
carried, wherein the aſſemblies of the 
reſpective colonies were ordered, at 
the expence of the ſeveral provinces, 
to furniſh the troops with a number 
of articles, ſome of them never al- 
lowed in Britain. Beſides, a power 
is therein granted to every officer, 
upon obtaining a warrant from any 
juſtice, (which warrant the Juſtice 1s 
thereby empowered and ordered to 
grant, without any previous oath) to 


break into any houie by day or by. 


night, under pretence (theſe are the 
words of the act) of ſearching for 
deſerters. | 

By the ſpirited oppoſition of the co- 
lonies, the firit act was repealed : but 
the latter continued, which, in its ſpi- 
rit, differs nothing ſrom the other. 
For thereby the liberty of the colo- 
nies is invaded, and their property diſ- 
poſed of without their conſent, no leſs 
than by the Stamp-Act. It was ra- 
ther the more dangerous of the two, 
as the appearance of the conſtitution 
was prelerved while the ſpirit of it 
was deſtroyed, and thus a tyranny in- 
troduced under the forms of liberty. 
The afſemblies were not at liberty to 


refuſe their aſſent, but were to be 


torced to a literal compliance with 
the act. Thus, becauſe the aſſembly 
of New-York heſitated to comply, 
weir legiſlative power was immedi- 
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That the repeal of the Stamp- act 
might not invalidate the claims of 
ſovereignty now ſet up, an act was 
paſſed, aſſerting the power of Parlia- 
ment to bind us with their laws in 
every reſpect whatever. And to aſ- 
certain the extent of this power, in 
the very next ſefion they proceeded 
to a direct taxation; and in the very 
words in Which they diſpoſe of their 
own property, they gave and granted 
that of the coloniſts, impoſing duties 
on paper, glaſs, &c. imported into 
America, to be paid by the coloniſts 
for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. 

his revenue, when raiſed, they 
ordered to be diſpoſed of in ſuch a 
manner as to render our aſſemblies or 
legiſlative bodies altogether uſeleſs, 
and to make Governors and Judges, 
who hold their commiſſions during 
pleaſure, and the whole executive 
powers of government, nay, the de- 
fence of the country, independent of 
the people, as has been fully explaind 
in the Farmer's Letters. 

Thus with a conſiſtency of conduct 
having diveſted us of property, they 
are proceeding to erect over us a deſ- 
potic government, and to rule us as 
ſlaves. For “ a deſpotical power, 


ſays Mr. Locke, is over ſuch as have 


no property at all.” If, indeed, to 
be ſubje& in our lives and property 
to the arbitrary will of others, whom 
we have never choſen, nor ever en- 
truſted with ſuch power, be not ſla- 
very, I wiſh any perſon would tell me 
what ſlavery 1s. 

Such then being the ſtate of the 
caſe, you are now, my fellow-citi- 
zens, to deliberate, not, whether you 
will tamely ſubmit to this ſyſtem of 
goverament,—That I am ſure your 
love of freedom and regard for your- 
ſelves and your poſterity will never 
ſuffer you to think of—But by what 
means you may defznd your rights 


„ and 
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and liberties, and obtain a repeal of 
theſe acts. 


as been ſtrained too high, or the 
people oppreſſed by the executive 
power, the Parliament who are the 
guardians and protectors of the peo - 
ple's liberties, always petition for re- 
dreſs of grievances, and enforce their 
petitions, by with- holding ſupplies 
until they are granted. 

Our aſſembly, I am told, has ap- 
lied for relief from theſe acts of par- 
iament, But having nothing left to 
give, they could not enforce their 
application, by with-holding any 
thing. 

It is, however, in our power, in a 
peaceable and conſtitutional way, to 
add weight to the remonſtrance and 
petition of our repreſentatives, by 
topping the importation of goods 
from Britain, until we obtain relief 
and redreſs by a repcal of theſe un- 
conſtitutional acts. 

But this, it- may be ſaid, is ſab- 
jefting ourſelves to preſent loſs and 
inconvenience. 


I would beg leave to aſk, whether 


any people in any age or country ever 
defended and preſerved their liberty 
from the encroachments of power, 
without ſuffering preſent inconvenien- 
cies. The Roman people ſuffered 
themſelves to be ae by their 
enemies, rather than ſubmit to the 
tyranny of the nobles. And even in 
the midſt of war, the Parliament of 
England has denied to grant ſupplies, 
until their grievances were redreſſed; 
well knowing that no preſent loſs, 
ſuffering, or inconvenience, could 
equal that of tyranny or the loſs of 
public liberty. To cite an example, 
which our own country furniſhes ; 
you all remember that in the height 
of the late terrible .Indian war, our 
aſſembly and that of Maryland choſe 
rather to let the country ſuffer great in- 
convenience, than immediately grant 
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In England, when the prerogative . 


ſupplies on terms injurious to the 
public privilege and to juſtice, 

As then we cannot enjoy liberty 
without property, both in our lives 
and eſtates ; as we can have no pro- 
perty in that which another may of 
right take and diſpoſe of as he pleaſes, 
without our conſent; and as the late 
acts of parliament aſſert this right to 
be in them, we cannot enjoy freedom 
until this claim is given up, and un- 
til acts made in conſequence of it be 
repealed. For ſo long as theſe acts 
continue, and the claim is kept up, 
our property is at their diſpoſal, and 
our lives at their mercy. 

To conclude, as liberty is the great 
and only ſecurity of property ; as the 
ſecurity of property is the chief ſpur 
to induſtry, (it beir g vain to acquire 
what we have not a proſpect to enjoy) 
and as the ſtopping the importation 
of goods is the only probable means 
of preſerving to us and our. poſterity 
this liberty and ſecurity, I hope, my 
brethren, there is not a man amoug 
us, who will not cheerſully join in 
the meaſure propoſed, and, with our 
brethren of Boſton and New-York, 
freely forego a preſent advantage, 
nay, even ſubmit to a preſent incon- 
venience for the ſake of liberty, on 
whach our happineſs, lives, and pro- 
perties depend. Let us never forget 
that our ſtrengtliĩ depends on our uni- 
on, and our liberty on our ſtrength. 
© United cue conquer, divided we die. 


The following paper Was publiſhed in 


London, ahout the beginning of the 
Year 1768. By Dr. Benjamin 
FRANKLIN. 
The wawes never riſe but when thi 
evinas blow. _ Prov. 
As the cauſe of the preſent ill hu- 
mour in America, and of the reſolu- 
tions taken there to purchaſe leſs of 
our manufactures, does not ſeem to 
be generally underſtood, it may af- 
ford ſome ſatisfaction to our readers, 
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if you give them the following ſhort 
hiſtorical ſtate of facts. 

From the time that the colonies 
were firſt conſidered as capable of 
granting aids to the crown, down to 
the end of the laſt war, it is ſaid, 
that the conſtant mode of obtaining 
thoſe aids was, by requi/fitzon made 
from the crown, through its gover- 
nors to the ſeveral aſſemblies, in cir- 
cular letters from the Secretary of 
State in his Majeſty's name, ſetting 
forth the occaſion, requiring them to 
take the matter into conkideration, 
and expreſſing a reliance to their pru- 
dence, duty and affection to his Ma- 
jeſty's government, that they would 
grant ſuch ſums, or raiſe ſuch num- 
bers of men, as were ſuitable to 
their reſpective cixcumſtances, 

The colonies being accuſtomed to 
this method, have from time to time 
granted money to the crown, or raiſ- 
ed troops for its ſervice, in proportion 
to their abilities; and during all the 
laſt war beyond their abilities, ſo that 
conſiderable ſums were return'd them 
yearly by Parliament, as they had 
exceeded their proportion. 

Had this happy method of requiſi- 
tion been continued, (a method that 
left the King's ſubjects in thoſe re- 
mote countries the pleaſure of ſhew- 
ing their zeal and loyalty, and of 
imagining that they recommend them- 
ſelves to their ſovereign by the libe- 
rality of their voluntary grants) there 
is no doubt, but all the money chat 
could reaſonably be expected to be 
rais'd from them in any manner, 
might have been obtained, without 
the leaſt heart-burning, offence, or 
breach of the harmony, of affec- 
tions and intereſts, that ſo long ſub- 
ſiſted between the two countries. 

It has been thought wiſdom in a 
government exerciling ſovereignty o- 
ver different kinds of people, to have 
ſome regard to prevailing and elta- 


bliſhed opinions among the people to 
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be governed, wherever ſuch opinions 
might in their effects obſtruct or pro- 
mote public meaſures. If they tend 
to obſtruct public ſervice, they are to 
be nth, if poſſible, before we 
attempt to act againſt them; and they 
can only be changed by reaſon and 


we But if public buſineſs can 
be carried on without thwarting thoſe 


opinions, if they can be, on the con- 


trary, made ſubſervient to it, the 
are not unneceſſarily to be thwarted, 
how abſurd ſoever ſuch popular opi- 
nions may be in their natures. —This 
had been the wiſdom of our govern- 
ment with reſpect to rang money 
in the colonies, It was well known, 
that the coloniſts univerſally were of 
opinion, that no money could be le- 
vied from Engliſh ſubjects, but by 
their own conſent given by them- 
ſelyes or their choſen repreſentatives : 
that therefore whatever money was to 
be raiſed from the people in the co- 
lonies, muſt firſt be granted by their 
Aſſemblies, as the money raiſed in 
Britain is firſt to be granted by the 
Houſe of Commons: that this right 
of granting their own money, was eſ- 
ſential to Engliſh liberty: and that if 
any man, or body of men, in which 
they had no repreſentative of their 
chuſing, could tax them at pleaſure, 
they could not be ſaid to have any 
property, any thing they could call 
their own. But as theſe opinions did 
not hinder their granting money vo- 
luntarily and amply whenever the 
crown by its ſervants came into their 
Aſſemblies (as it does into its Parlia- 
ments of Britain or Ireland) and de- 
manded aids; therefore that method 
was choſen rather than the hateful 
one of arbitrary taxes. | 

I do not undertake here to ſupport 
theſe opinions of the Americans; 
they have been refuted by a late act 
of Parliament, declaring its own pow- 
er ;—Which very Parliament, how- 
ever, thew'd wiſely ſo much tender 

"1 & Rs regard 


228 


regard to thoſe inveterate prejudices, 
as to repeal a tax that had militated 


againſt them. And thoſe prejudices 
are ſtill ſo fixed and rooted in the A- 
mericans, that, it has been ſuppoſed, 
not a fingle man. among them has 
been convinced of his error, even by 
that act of Parliament. : 

The perſon then who firſt projected 
to lay afide the accuſtomed method of 
requiſition, and to raiſe money on 
America by ftamps, ſeems not to 
have acted wiſely, in deviating from 
that method (which the coloniſts look- 
ed upon as conſtitutional) and thwart- 
ing unneceſſarily the fixed prejudices 
of ſo great a number of the King's 
ſubjects.— It was not, however, for 
want of knowledge that what he was 
about to do would give them great 
offence ; he appears to have been ve- 
ry ſenſible of this, and apprehenſive 
that it might occaſion ſome diſorders, 
to prevent or ſuppreſs which, he pro- 
jected another Bill, that was brought 
in the ſame ſeſſion with the ſtamp act, 
whereby it was to be made lawful for 
military officers in the colonies to 
quarter their ſoldiers in private houſes, 
This ſeem'd intended to awe the peo- 
ple into a compliance with the other 
act. Great oppoſition however being 
raiſed here againſt the bill by the a- 
gents from the colonies, and the mer- 
chants trading thither, the coloniſts 
declaring, that under ſuch a power 
in the army, no oue could took on his 
houſe as his own, er think he had a 
home, when ſoldiers might be thruſt 
into it and mix'd with his family at 
the pleaſure of an officer, that part 
of the bill was dropt ;—but there ſtill 
remained a clauſe, when it paſſed in- 
to a law, to oblige the ſeveral aſſem- 
blies to provide quarters for the ſol- 
diers, furniſhing them with firing, 
bedding, candies, ſmall beer or rum, 
and ſundry other articles, at the ex- 
pence of the ſeveral provinces. And 
this act continued in force when the 
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Stamp Act was repealed, though” if 
obligatory on the aſſemblies, it equally 
militated againſt the American prin. 
ciple abovementioned, that money i 
not to be raiſed on Engliſh ſubjects with. 
out their conſent, 

The colonies nevertheleſs being put 
into high good humour by the repeal 
of the Stamp Act, choſe to avoid a 
freſh diſpute upon the other, it being 
temporary and ſoon to expire, never, 
as they hoped, to revive again; and 
in the mean time they, by various 
ways in different colonies, provided 
for the quartering of the troops, 
either by acts of their own aſſemblies, 
without taking notice of the act of 
parliament, or by ſome variety or 
{mall diminution, as of ſalt and vine- 
gar, in the ſupplies required by the 
act, that what they did might appear 
a voluntary act of their own, and 
not done in obedience to an act of 
parliament, which, according to their 
ideas of their rights, they thought 
hard to obey. | 

It might have been well if the 
matter had thus paſſed without na- 
tice; but a Governor having written 
home an angry and\aggravating let- 
ter upon this conduct in the aſſembly 
of his province, the outed Premier 
of the Stamp Act and his adherents, 
then in the oppoſition, raiſed ſuch 2 
clamour againſt America, as bein 
in rebellion,” and againſt thoſe who 
had been for the repeal of the Stamp 
Act, as having thereby been encou- 
ragers of this ſuppoſed rebellion, that 
it was thought neceſſary to inforce the 


quartering act by another act of par- 


liament, taking away from the pro- 
vince of New- Vork, which had been 
the moſt explicit in its refuſal, all the 
powers of legiſlation, till it ſhould 
have complied with that act. The 
news of which greatly alarmed the 
people every where in America, as (it 
has been ſaid) the language of ſuch 
an act ſeemed to them to be, Obey im- 
| plicitly 
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plicitl laws made by the Parliament 
of Great Britain to raiſe money on you 
evithout your conſent, or you — enjoy 
' no rights or privileges at all, 

At the ſame time a perſon lately 
in high office, e we. the levying 
more money, from America, by new 
duties on various articles of our own 
manufacture, as glaſs, paper, painters 
colours, &c. appointing a new Board 
of Cuſtoms, and ſending over a ſet of 
Commiſſioners, with large ſalaries, to 
be-eſtab.iſhed at Boſton, who were to 
have the care of collecting thoſe du- 
ties; which were by the act expreſsly 
mentioned to be intended for the pay- 
ment of the ſalaries of Governors, 
ſudges, and other Officers of the 
crown in America ? it being a pretty 
general opinion here, that thoſe offi- 
cers ought not to depend on the 
people there for any part of their ſup- 
port. f 

It is not my intention to combat 
this opinion. But perhaps it may be 
ſome ſatis faction to your readers, to 
know what ideas the Americans have 
on the ſubject. They ſay then, as 
to Governors, that they are not like 
Princes whoſe poſterity have an inhe- 
ritance in the government of a na- 
tion, and therefore an intereſt in 1ts 
proſperity ; they are generally ſtrang- 
ers to the provinces they are ſent to 
govern, have no eſtate, natural con- 
nection, or relation there, to give 
them an affection for the country; — 
that they come only to make money 
as faſt as they can; are ſometimes 
men of vicious characters and broken 
fortunes, ſent by a miniſter merely 
to cet them out of the way : that as 
they intend ſtaying in the country no 
longer than their government conti- 
nues, and purpoſe to leave no family 
behind them, they are apt to be re- 
gardleſs of the good will of the peo- 
ple, and care not what is ſaid or 
thought of them #fter they are gone. 
Their ſituation at the ſame time gives 


them many opportunities of being vex- 
atious, and they are often ſo notwith- 
ſtanding their dependance on the af. 
ſemblies for all that part of their ſup- 
port that does not ariſe from fees eſ- 
tabliſhed by law; but would proba- 
bly be much more ſo, if they were to 
be ſupported by money drawn from 
the people without their conſent or 
pood will, which 1s the profeſſed de- 
ſign of this new at, That, if by 
means of theſe forced duties, govern- 
ment is to be ſupported in America, 
without the intervention of the aſſem- 
blies, their aſſemblies will ſoon be 
looked upon as uſeleſs, and a gover- 
nor will not call them, as having no- 
thing to hope from their meeting, 
and perhaps ſomething to fear from 
their enquiries into and remonſtrances 
againſt his mal-adminiftration, That 
thus the people will be deprived of 
their moſt eſſential rights. That it 
being, as at preſent, a governor's in- 
tereſt to cultivate the good will, by 
promoting the welfare of the people 
he governs, can be attended with no 
prejudice to the mother-country, ſince 
all the laws he may be prevailed on 
to give his aſſent to are ſubject to re- 
viſion here, and if reported againſt 
by the Board of Trade, are immedi- 
ately repealed by the crown; nor dare 
he paſs any law contrary to his in- 
ſtructions, as he holds his office dur- 
ing the pleaſure of the crown, and 
his ſecurities are liable for the penal- 
ties of their bonds if he contravenes 
thoſe inſtructions. This is what they 
ſay as to Governors, As to Fudges 
they alledge, that being appointed 
from hence, and holding their com- 
miſſions e during good behawinur, as 
in Britain, but during pleaſure, all 
the weight of intereſt or influence 
would be thrown into one of the 
ſcales, (which ought to be held even) 
if the ſalaries are alſo to be paid out 
of duties raiied upon the people with- 
out their conſent, and independent of 

their 


239 
their Aſſemblies approbation or diſ- 
neten of the judges behaviour. 
That it is true, judges ſhould be free 
from all influence; and therefore, 
whenever government here will grant 
commiſſions to able and honeſt judges 
during good behaviour, the Aſſem- 
blies will ſettle permanent and ample 
falaries on them during their commiſ- 
fions: but, at preſent, they have no 
other means of getting rid of an 1gno- 
rant or an unjuſt judge (and ſome of 
ſcandalous characters have, they ſay, 
been ſometimes ſent them) but by 
farving him out. 

I do not ſuppoſe theſe reaſonings of 

theirs will appear here to have much 
weight. I do not produce them with 
an expectation of convincing your 
xeaders. I relate them merely in pur- 
ſuance of the taſk I have impoſed on 
myſelf, to be an impartial hiſtorian 
of American facts and opinions. 

The coloniſts being thus greatly 
alarmed, as I ſaid before, by the news 
of the act for aboliſhing the legifla- 
ture of New-York, and the impoſition 
of theſe new duties profeſſedly for 
ſuch diſagreeable purpoſes ; (accom- 
panied by a new ſet of revenne officers 
with large appointments, which gave 
firong ſuſpicions that more bulineſs 
of the ſame kind was ſoon to be pro- 
vided for them, that they might earn 
theſe ſalaries ;) began ſeriouſly to con- 
fider their fituation, and to revolve 
afreſh in their minds grievances which 
from their reſpect and love for this 
country, they had long borne and 
ſeemed almoſt willing to forget. 


They reflected how lightly the inter- 


eſt of all America had been eſtimated 
here, when the intereſt of a few in- 
habitants of Great Britain happened 
to have the ſmalleſt competition with 
it. That thus the whole American 
people were forbidden the advantage 
of a direct importation of wine, oil, 
and fruit, from Portugal, but muſt 
take them loaded with all the expen- 
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ces of a voyage 1000 le 
abont, being to be landed firſt 0 
England to be re-ſhipped for Ame. 


rica; expences amounting, in wa 
time, at leaſt 30 per cent. more than 


otherwiſe they would have been are 
charged with, and all this merely, lan 
that a few Portugal merchants in an 
London may gain a commiſſion on lit 
thoſe goods paſſing through their ric: 
hands. Portugal merchants, by the obl 
by, that can complain loudly of the but 
ſmalleſt hardſhips laid on their trade fro1 
by foreigners, and yet even the lat WW if: 


year could oppofe with all their in- 7 


fluence the giving eaſe to their fellou me! 
ſubjes labouring under ſo heavy ay mo! 
oppreſſion !—That on a ſlight com- ofte 
plaint of a few Virginia merchant, of e 
nine colonies had been reſtrained from tlen 
making paper money become abſo- thet 
lutely neceſſary to their internal com- it h; 
merce, from the conſtant remittance and 
of their gold and ſilver to Britain.— I ſa 
But not only the intereſt of a particu- ſaid 
lar body of merchants, the intereſt of are 
any ſmall body of Britiſh tradeſmen ple 
or artificers, has been found, they mor 
ſay, to outweigh that of all the King'; trad 
ſubjects in the colonies, There gan- and 
not be a ſtronger natural right, than of ti 
that of a man's making the ' beſt pro- coul 
fit he can of the natural produce of even 
his lands, provided he does not there- whe! 
by hurt the ſtate in general. Iron 1s decl; 
to be found every where in America, ad li 
and beaver furs are the natural pro- and 
duce of that country: hats and nails, dies! 
and ſteel, are wanted there as well as not | 
here. It is of no importance to the not e 
common welfare of the empire, whe- i whic 
ther a ſubject of the King's gets his but ! 
living by making hats on this or that Price 
ſide of the water. Yet the hatters of penf1 
England have prevailed to obtain an iſ ficers 
act in their own favour, reſtraining tation 
that manufacture in America, in order then: 
to oblige the Americans to ſend their i de us 
beaver to England to be manufactur- ly fo 


ed, and purchaſe back the hats, ler 
e 


= ep 
ed with the charges of a double tranſ- 
rtation. In the fame manner have 
a few nail-makers, and ſtill a ſmall- 
er body of ſteel- makers (perbaps there 
are not half a dozen of them in Eng- 
land) prevailed totally to forbid by 
an act of parliament the erecting of 
fitting mills or ſteel furnaces in Ame- 
rica, that the Americans may be 
obliged to take all-the nails for their 
buildings, and ſteel for their tools, 
from theſe artificers, under the ſame 
diſadvantages. 5 
Added to theſe, the Americans re- 
membered the act authorizing the 
moſt cruel inſult that perhaps was ever 
offered by one people to another, that 
of emptying our gaols into their ſet- 
tlements; Scotland too having within 
theſe two years obtained the privilege 
it had not before, of ſending its rogues 
and villains alſo to the plantations. 
I ſay, reflecting on theſe things, they 
ſaid to one another (their news papers 
are full of ſuch diſcourſes) theſe peo- 
ple are not content with making a 
monopoly of us, forbidding us to 
trade with another country of Europe, 
and compelling us to buy every thing 
of them, though in many articles we 
could furniſh ourſelves 10, 20, and 
even to 50 per cent. cheaper elſe- 
where; but now they have as good as 
declared they have a right to tax us 
ad libitum internally and externally, 
and that our conſtitutions and liber- 
ties ſhall all be taken away, if we do 
not ſubmit to that claim. They are 
not content with the high prices at 
which they they ſell us their goods, 
but have now begun to enhance thoſe 
prices by new duties; and by the ex- 
penſive apparatus of a new ſet of of- 
ficers, appear to intend an augmen- 
tation and multiplication of thoſe bur- 
thens that ſhall be ſtill more grievous 
to us. Our people have been fooliſn- 
ly fond of their ſuperfluous modes 
and manufactures, to the impoveriſn- 
ing our country, carrying off all our 
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caſh, and loading us with debt; they 
will not ſuffer us to reſtrain the luxu- 
ry of our inhabitants as they do that 
of their own, by laws: they can 
make laws to diſcourage or prohibit 
the importation of French ſuperflui- 
ties : but though thoſe of England are 
as ruinous to us as the French ones 
are to them, if we make a law of that 
kind, they immediately repeal it. 
'Thus they get all our money from us 
by trade, and every profit we can any 
where make by our fiſheries, our pro- 
duce or our commerce, centers final- 
ly with them; but this does not ſigni- 
7 


It is time then to take care of 


ourſelves by the beſt means in our 
wer. Let us unite in ſolemn reſo- 
utions and engagements with and to 
each other, that we will give theſe 
new officers as little trouble as poſſi- 
ble, by not conſuming the Britiſh 
manufactures on which they are to 
levy the duties. Let us agree to con- 
ſume no more of their expenſive gew- 
gaws. Let us live frugally, and let 
us induftriouſly manufacture what we 
can for ourſeives : thus we ſhall be 
able honourably to diſcharge the debts 
we already owe them, and after that, 


we may be able to keep ſome money 


in our country, not only for the uſes 
of our internal commerce, but for the 
ſervice of our gracious Sovereign, 
whenever he ſhall have occaſion for it, 
and think proper to require it of us in 
the old conſtitutional manner. For 
notwithſtanding the reproaches thrown 
out againſt us in their public papers 
and pamphlets, notwithſtanding we 
have been reviled in their ſenate as 
rebels and traitors, we are truly a 
loyal people. Scotland has had its 
rebellions, and England its plots a- 
gainſt the preſent Royal F aolly; but 
America is untainted with thoſe crimes; 
there is in it ſcarce a man, there is 


not a fingle native of our country, 


who is not firmly attached to his King 


by principle and by affection. But a 


new 
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new kind of loyalty ſeems to be re- 
quired of us, a loyalty to Parhament; 
a loyalty, that is to extend, it is ſaid, 
to a ſurrender of all our properties, 
whenever a Houſe of Commons, in 
which there is not a ſingle member of 
our chuſing, ſhall think fit to grant 
them away without our conſent ; and 
to a patient ſuffering the loſs of our 
privileges as Engliſhmen,-if we can- 
not ſubmit to make ſuch ſurrender. 
We were ſeparated too far from Bri- 
tain by the ocean, but we were united 
to it by reſpe& and love, ſo that we 
could at any time freely have ſpent 


our lives and little fortunes in its 


cauſe : but this unhappy new ſyſtem 
of politics tends to diſſolve thoſe 
bands of union, and to ſever us for 
ever. 

Theſe are the wild rav ings of the 
at preſent half diſtracted Americans. 
To be ſure, no reaſonable man in 
England can approve of ſuch ſenti- 
ments, and, as I ſaid before, I do 
not pretend to ſupport or juſtify them: 
but I ſincerely wiſh, for the ſake of 
the manufactures and commerce of 


' Great Britain, and for the ſake of 
the ſtrength which a firm union with 


our growing colonies would give us, 
that theſe people had never been 
thus needleisly driven out of their 
ſenſes. F.S. 


The Report of the Lords Committees, ap- 
pointed by the Houſe of Lords to en- 
uire into the ſeveral proceedings in 
the Colony of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in 
oppoſition to the Sovereignty of his 
Majeſty, in his Parliament of Great 
Britain, cover that Province; and 
alſo what hath paſſed in this Houſe 
relative thereto, from the firſt day of 
January, 1764. 0 
Die Mercurii, 20 Aprilis, 1764. 
The Earl of Buckinghamſhire re- 
ported from the Lords Committees ap- 
pointed to enquire into the ſeveral 


proceedings in the Colony of Maſſa- 


chuſetts-Bay, in oppoſition to the &. 
vereignty of his Majeſty, in his Par- 
liament of Great Britain, over that 
Province, and alſo what hath paſſe 
in this Houſe relative thereto, from 
the firſt day of January, 1764, a 
follows : 


That, in obedience to your Lord. 


ſhips commands, the committee have 
met, and taken into conſideration the 
matters to them referred ; and havin 
attentively read, and conſidered, the 
ſeveral papers which have been laid 
before the Houſe, relative to the pro- 
ceedings in the colony of Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay, in oppoſition to the Sove- 
reignty of his Majeſty, in his Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, over that pro- 
vince; and having allo carefully in- 
2 the Journals of the Houſe, 
rom the firſt day of January, 1764, 
to the preſent time; they find, that, 
on the ſecond day of April, 1764, a 
bill was brought up from the Com- 
mons to your Lordſhips, intitled, 
An act for granting certain duties 
in the Britiſh colonies and planta- 
* tions in America, for continuing, 
* and amending, and making perpe- 
© tual, an act paſſed in the ſixth year 
* of the reign of his late Majeſty 
* King Geotge the Second, (intituled, 
* an act for the better ſecuring and 
* encouraging the trade of his Majeſ- 
* ty's ſugar colonies in America ; for 
* applying the produce of ſuch du- 
ties, and of the duties to ariſe by 
© virtue of the ſaid act, towards de- 
* fraying the expences of defending, 
protecting, and ſecuring, the ſaid 
* colonies and plantations; for ex- 
© Plaining an act made in the twen- 
* ty-fifth year of the reign of King 
© Charles the Second, intituled, an 
act for the encouragement of the 
Greenland and Eaſtland trades, and 
for the better ſecuring the Planta- 
tion trade ;) and for altering and 


* difallowing ſeveral draw-backs on 


* exports from this kingdom, and 
more 


* 
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more effectually preventing the clan- 
« deſtine conveyance of goods to and 
from the ſaid colonies and planta- 
« tions, and improving and ſecurin 
* the trade between the ſame —— 
« Great Britain.” 

That this Bill paſſed the Houſe 
on the fourth of April, and received 
the royal aſſent on the following 
day. 

The committee having peruſed the 
report of the Board of 'T rade, of the 
eleventh day of December, 1764, 
and the papers laid before his Majeſty 
therewith ; find, in the ſaid papers, 


the ſtrongeſt aſſertions, by the aſſem- 


bly of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, of 
their ſole right to paſs laws, particu- 
larly of taxation, and of their reſo- 


lution to invite the other colonies to 


combine with them in meaſures to 
prevent the King, in his Parliament, 
from paſſing any ſuch laws; for in- 
ſtance, in à letter to Mr. Mauduit, 
then agent of the province, which 
was drawn up by a committee of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, and after- 
wards approved by the Houſe, they 
ule the following expreſſions : © The 
* lence of the province ſhould have 
* been imputed to any cauſe, even to 
* deſpair, rather than be conſtrued 
into a tacit ceſſion of their rights, 
*or an acknowledgement of a right 
in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
to impoſe duties and taxes upon a 
people who are not repreſented in 
the Houſe of Commons.“ And, in 
the ſame letter, they avowed and au- 
thenticated the doctrines advanced in 
a certain pamphlet, intituled, The 
Rights of the Britiſh Colonies aſſerted 
and proved, written by James Otis, 
Eſq; which pamphlet, amongſt other 
things, ſays, That the impoſition 
of taxes, whether on trade, or on 


land, on houſes or ſhips, on real or 


perſonal, fixed or floating, property, 
in the colonies, is abfolutely irrecon- 


eileable with the rights of the colo- 
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niſts, as Britiſh ſubjects, and as 
men.“ * 

The committee find, that on the 
twenty- eighth day of February 1765, a 
Bill was brought from the Commons, 
intituled, © An act for granting and 


mY applying ſtamp duties, and other 


© duties, in the Britiſh colonies and 
* plantations in America, towards 
further defraying the expences of 
* defending, protecting, and ſecuring 

© the ſame; and for amending ſuch 

parts of the ſeveral acts of Parlia- 

ment relating to the trade and re- 
© venues of the ſaid colonies and plan- 

© tations, as direct the manner of de- 

* termining and recovering the pe- 

© nalties and forſeitures therein men- 

© tioned.” 

That the ſaid Bill received the 
royal aſſent on the 22d of the ſame 
month. 

'That, on the 17th day of Decem- 
ber, his Majeſty declared, in his moſt 
gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
that the matters of importance which 
had lately occured in ſome of his co- 
lonies in America were the principal 
cauſe of his Majeſty's aſſembling his 
Parliament ſooner than was uſual in 
times of peace. 

It appears to the committee, from 
the votes of the Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives of the colony of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, of the 6th of June 1765, that 
they came to a reſolution, that it was 
highly expedient there ſhould be a 
meeting as ſoon as might be of com- 
mittees from the Houſes of Repre- 
ſentatives, or Burgeſſes, in the ſeve- 
ral colonies on the American conti- 
nent, to conſult on their then pre- 
ſent circumſtances, and the difficul- 
ties to which they were reduced by 
the operation of the late acts of Parlia- 
ment, for levying duties on the colo- 
nies; and to conſider of a general 
addreſs to his Majeſty and the Par- 
liament, to implore relief: and that 
letters ſhould be forthwith prepared 
H h and 
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and tranſmitted to the reſpective 
Speakers of the ſeveral aſſemblies, to 
invite them to accede to this propo- 
ſition ; and further, that, on the 8th 
of June, they did actually elect three 

rſons to be their committees, and 
alſo voted 34501. to bear their ex- 
Pences. 

Your committee find, in a letter 

from the Governor to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, 
dated Auguſt 15th, 1765, an account 
of 2 violent riot at Boſton, in reſiſt- 
ance to a law paſſed by the legifla- 
ture of Great Britain, in which an 
attack was made upon Mr. Oliver, 
diſtributor of ſtamps, and carried to 
the length of pulling down and de- 
ſtroying his houſes, manifeſting a re- 
ſolution, if they could have found 
him, of putting him to death. Upon 
which occaſion the backwardneſs and 
indiſpoſition of the council, to ſup- 
port the peace and good order of go- 
vernment, were very apparent. Alſo, 
in another letter from the Governor, 
dated Auguſt 31ſt, 1765, to the ſaid 
Board of Trade, ay find that the 
mob attacked the houſe of Mr. Storey, 
Regiſter of the Admiralty, which 
they demoliſhed ; they alſo took all 
his books and papers, amongſt which 
were the records of the Court of Ad- 
miralty, and burnt them, and ſearch- 
ed about for him, with an intent to 
murder him ; they alſo pillaged the 
houſe of Mr. Hollowell, comptroller 
of the cuſtoms, but their moſt violent 
proceeding was againſt the Lieutenant 
Governor, whoſe houſe, plate, books, 
and manuſcripts, to a very great va- 
lue, they totally deſtroyed. And, in 
this great extremity, the council be- 
ing, as the governor obſerves, depen- 
dent upon the people, refuſed even 
to concur with him in his propoſition 
of giving notice to General Gage of 
the then ſituation of the town of 
Boſton. 


It is remarkable that this commo- ſo intereſting a concern might be 


tion entirely aroſe out of the town 
of Boſton ; for though it was given 
out, that many people out of 
country were concerned in this affair, 
upon enquiry, it was found that ſuch 
perſons hving out of Boſton, as were 


ſeen in the crowd, were there merely 1 
as ſpectators. 
In Governor Bernard's letter to the 2 
Board of Trade, October the twelfth, 0 
1765, he ſays That the real autho. 'y 
* rity of the government is at an end; *n 
* ſome of the principal ringleaders, in 29 
* the late riots, walk the ſtreets with n 
* impunity ; no officers dare attack *ti 
* them, no Attorney General proſe. * p 
* cute them, no witneſs appear a. , 
* gainſt them, and no judges fit upon «th 
them.“ de 
And during this general diſorder, *th 
the Governor thought it neceſſary for © ty 
ſome companies of the militia to be * of 
muſtered, with the unanimous advice ' af 
of the council, but that the militia - an 
| refuſed to obey his orders. © WI 
And we find, that ſo little atten- © pr 
tion, was paid to an act of the Britiſh on 
2 by the Council and Houſe " rig 
of Repreſentatives, that they reſolyed "to 
in a joint committee, on the twenty: lit 


fifth of October 1765, that it ſhould ru 


and might be lawful to do buſineſs * the 


without ſtamps, notwithſtanding the Ir 
act of Parliament to the contrary. vote 

On the fourteenth day of January, his 
1766, upon the meeting of the Par- renc 
liament, after the receſs of Chriſt- inter 


mas, his Majeſty was pleaſed to de- their 
clare himſelf in a moſt gracious ſpeech 
from the throne, in the following 
terms: 
My Lordi and Gentlemen, 

When I met you laſt, I acquainted 
vou, that matters of importance had 
© happened in America, which would 
demand the moſt ſerious attention 
© of Parliament, 

That no information which could 
* ſerve to direct your deliberations in 


© wanting! 


« wanting, I have ordered all the pa- 
« pers that give any light into the ori- 
gin, the progreſs, or the tendency, 
« of the — which have of 
late prevailed in ſome of the nor- 
« thern colonies, to be immediately 
laid before you. 

No time has been loſt, on the firſt 
« advice of theſe diſtarbances, to iſſue 
« orders to the governors of my pro- 
« yinces, and to the commanders of 
my forces, in America, for the ex- 
« extion of all the powers of govern- 
ment, in the ſuppreſſion of riots and 
* tumults, and in the effectual ſup- 
port of lawful authority. | 

* Whatever remains to be done en 
this occafion, I commit to your wiſ- 
dom; not doubting but your zeal for 
the honour of my crown, your atten- 
tion to the juſt rights and authority 
of the Britiſh legiſlature, and your 
' affetion and concern for the welfare 
and proſperity of all my people, 
* will — pared to ſuch ſound and 


* prudent reſolutions, as may tend at 


once to preſerve thoſe conſtitutional 
rights over the colonies, and toreſtore 
to them that harmony and tranqui- 
* lity which have lately been inter- 
* rupted by riots and diſorders of the 
the moſt dangerous nature,” 

In the dutiful addreſs which was 
yoted the ſame day, the Houſe aſſure 
his Majeſty of their hearty concur- 
rence with his Majeſty's moſt ſalutary 
intentions; that they would exert 
their utmoſt endeavours to aſſert and 
ſupport his Majeſty's dignity and ho- 
nour, and the legiſlative authority of 
this kingdom, over its colonies ; and 
that they would take into their con- 
ſideration the molt proper methods to 
provide for the reſtoration of the tran- 
quillity of thoſe colonies, which had 
been diſturbed by ſuch violent and 
dangerous commotions, 

Upon the ſame day, all the papers 
relating to the informations and ad- 
vices received from America, of the 
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riots and tumults there, were laid be- 
fore the Houſe. 

More 2 09" relating to America 
were laid before the Houſe, which, 
together with the other papers, were 
referred to a committee of the whole 
Houſe, for Tueſday the 28th. 

More papers were laid before the 
Houſe the 27th of January, and re- 
ferred to the ſaid committee. 

The committee met, and, after ſe- 
veral adjournments, on the 1oth of 
February following, the Chairman 
reported ſeveral reſolutions, which 
were agreed to by the Houſe, as 
follows : | 

I. Reſolved, That the King's Ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons of Great- 
Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, had, 
hath, and of right ought to have, 
full power and authority to make 
laws and ftatutes, of ſufficient force 
and validity to bind the colonies and 
people of America, ſubjects of the 
crown of Great-Britain, in all caſes 
whatſoever. 

II. Reſolved, That it appears to 
this committee, that tumults and in- 
ſurrections, of the moſt dangerous 
nature, have been raiſed and carried 
on in ſeveral of the North American 
colonies, in open defiance of the power 
and dignity of his Majeſty's govern- 
ment, and in manifeſt violation of the 
laws and legiſlative authority of this 
kingdom. 

III. Reſolved, That it appears to 
this committee, that the ſaid tumults 
and inſurrections have been encour- 
aged and enflamed, by ſundry votes 
and reſolutions, paſſed in ſeveral of 
the aſſemblies of the ſaid provinces, 
derogatory to the honour of his Ma- 
jeſty's government, and deſtructive of 
the legal and conſtitutional dependen- 
cy of the ſaid colonies on the im- 
perial crown and parliament of Great 
Britain, 
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IV. Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that an humble 
addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to 
defire that his Majeſty would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed. to give inſtructions to 
the governors of the ſeveral provinces, 
where the above-mentioned tumults 
and inſurrections have happened, That 
they ſhould, in his Majeſty's name re- 
quire of the aſſemblies of the ſaid pro- 
vinces, to make proper recompence to 
thoſe who have ſuffered in their perſons 
or properties, in conſequence of the 
aforeſaid tumults and inſurrectioms; 
and to aſſure his Majeſty, That this 


Houſe will, upon this, and all oc- 


caſions, ſupport the lawful authority 
of his crown, and the rights of Par- 
liament. 

V. Reſolved, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, That all his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects reſiding in the ſaid co- 
lonies, who have manifeſted their de- 
ſire to comply with, or to aſſiſt in, 
carrying into execution the act for 
laying a duty on Stamps, or any other 
act of parliament in the Britiſh colo- 
nies, in North America, have ated 
as dutiful and loyal ſubjects, and are 
therefore intitled to, and will aſſured- 
ly have, the favour and protection of 
this Houſe. 

Ordered, That an humble addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, purſuant 
to the fourth reſolution. 

On the 5th of March, a bill was 
brought from the Commons, intitu- 
led, © An a& for the better ſecuring 
© the dependency of his Majeſty's do- 
© minions in America upon the crown 
and parliament of Great-Britain.” 


Which bill received the royal aſſent 


on the 18th of the ſame month. 

And alſo a bill, intituled, An act 
© to repeal an act, made in the laſt 
« ſeſſion of parliament, intituled, An 
© at for granting and applying cer- 
< tain ſtamp duties and other duties 
© in the Brittſh colonies and planta- 


tions in America, towards further 
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* defraying the expences, of defend. 
ing, protecting, and ſecuring the 
* ſame; and for amending ſuch part 
cf the ſeveral acts of parliament, re. 
* lating to the trade and revenues of 
© the ſaid colonies and plantations, ag 
direct the manner of determinin 
and recovering the penalties and for- 
© feitures therein mentioned.” 

Which bill received the royal aſſent 
on the 18th of March. | 

Whilſt the bill for repealing the 
Stamp Act was under deliberation, 
petitions from the merchants of the 
city of Briſtol, from the merchants of 
Glaſgow, from Edward Montague, 
agent for the colony of Virginia, and 
from the merchants of the city of 
London, in favour of the ſaid repeal, 
were received and read. | 

On 'the- 2d of June, a bill was 
brought from the Commons, intituled, 
An act for indemnifying perſons 
* who have incurred certain penalties 
© Maflicted by an att of the laſt ſeſſion 
* of parliament, for granting certain 
* ſtamp duties in the Britiſh colonies 
and plantations in America; and 
for making valid all inſtruments ex- 
© ecuted or inrolled there on unſtamp- 
© ed paper, vellum, or parchment.” 

Which bill received the royal aſſent 
the 6th of the ſame month. 

It appears by a letter from Gover- 
nor Bernard to the Earl of Shelburne, 
dated December the 24th, 1766, that 
the Governor, by advice of the coun- 
cil, ordered the mutiny act and three 
other acts, to be printed by the printer 
of the laws. In the interval of the 
adjournment of aſſembly, two com- 
panies of artillery being driven on 
ſhore by diſtreſs of weather, and the 
ſaid act of parliament having been 
conſulted, the council adviſed the go- 
vernor to order the commiſſary to 
ſupply them with what they demand- 
ed under the act; which was done. 
Upon the meeting of the aſſembly. a 
meſſage was ſent to the council, and 

| : carried 
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carried by five members, to enquire, 
By what authority acts of parliament 
« were regiſtered amongſt the laws of 
that province; and whether they 
© knew of any act (meaning of aſſem- 
« bly) requiring the regiſtering of or- 
« dinances, (their term for acts of par- 
© hament,) which their legiſlature 
never conſented to.” 

The committee find, That, on the 
12th of March, 1767, the Lord Wy- 
combe, by his Majeſty's command, 
laid before the Houſe copies of let- 
ters, &c. from his Majeſty's governors 
in America, which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 

That, on the third of April, more 
copies of letters from his Majeſty's 

overnors in America were laid be- 
Pre the Houſe, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

That, on the 14th of May, it was 
ordered, that an humble addreſs 
ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, 
That he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give directions that there might be 
laid before this Houſe copies of all 
reports made to or by the commĩſſion- 
ers of trade and plantations, together 
with all orders and proceedings made, 
or had, by the ſecretaries ot ſtate, or 
his Majeſty's privy council, relayng 
to the bill paſſed by the governor, 
council, and aſſembly of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, for granting compen- 
ſation to the ſufferers, and of free and 

eneral pardon, indemnity, and ob- 
hvion, to the offenders, in the late 


times, from the time of the receipt of 
the ſaid bill, ; 


That, on the 18th day of May, 


purſuant to the ſaid addreſs, the 
Lord Wycombe laid before the Houſe 
a copy of the report of the com- 
mittee of council, &c. which papers 
were ordered to lie on the table. 
'That, on the ſame day, it was or- 
dered, that an humble addreſs ſhould 
be preſented to his Majeſty, That he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
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directions that there might be laid 
before this Houſe copies of ſuch pre- 
cedents 'as had been, or might be 
found, of orders in council, declaring 
acts of aſſembly in America to be 
null, illegal or void; together wtth 
reports of the ſeveral attornies and 
ſalicitors general, or either of them, 
in ſimilar caſes, read at the council 
board the gth inſtant, 

That, on the 22d of May, the 
Lord Wycombe, by his Majeſty's 
command, laid before the Houſe, co- 
pies of ſuch precedents as had been 
found of orders in council, declaring 
acts of aſſemblies in America to be 
null, illegal, and void; together with 
reports of the ſeveral attornies and ſo- 
licitors general, or either of them, in 
ſimilar caſes. 

Which papers were ordered to lie 


on the table; and, from a peruſal of 


them, we find, that ſeveral acts of 
different colonies have been, from 
time to time, declared, by his Ma- 
jeſty in council, to be null, illegat; 
and void. 

That, on the 15th of June, a bill 
was brought up from the Commons, 
intituled, © An act to enable his Ma- 
jeſty to put the cuſtoms and other 
duties, in the Britiſh dommions in 
America, and the execution of the 
laws relating to trade there, under 
the management of commiſſioners to 
be appointed for that purpoſe, and to 
be refident in the ſaid dominions.* - 

Which bill received the royal aſſent 
on the 29th of the ſame month. 

That, on the 18th of June, a bill 
was brought up from the commons, 
intituled, “ An act for granting cer- 
tain duties in the Britiſh colonies and 
plantations in America ; for allowing 
a drawback of the duties of cuſtoms. 
upon the e ere from this king- 
dom, of coffee and cocoa nuts, of the 
produce of the ſaid colonies, or 2 
tations; for diſcontinuing the draw- 
backs payable on china earthen ware 

exporte@ 


238 PRIOR DOCUMENTS. 


| 22 to America; and for more 


nally preventing the clandeſtine 
ing of goods in the ſaid colonies 
and plantations.” | 
hich bill received the royal aſſent 
en the 29th of June. 
The committee find, That, on the 
meeting of the aſſembly of the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, on the 
28th of January 1767, a meſſage was 
ſent to the governor, from the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, deſiring to be in- 


formed, whether any proviſion had 


been made, at the expence of that 
ent, for the King's troops, 
Reely arrived in the harbour of Boſ- 


ton; and that, after having had the 
minutes of council (by which it ex- 

{ly appeared that the proviſion for 
We artillery companies at the caſtle 
was made in purſuance of the then 
late act of parliament) laid before 
them, they replied, that In giving 
orders, with the advice of the council, 
ſor making proviſion for the artillery 
companies at the caſtle, the governor 


had acted in an eſſential point againſt 


the plain intention of the charter, by 
which alone, and that only, according 
to ſuch acts as are or may be in force, 
within this province, the governor and 
council were authoriſed to iſſue money 
out of the treaſury: adding, that it 
was {till more grievous to them to find 
the governor ſtating, as the founda- 
tion of the proceeding, a late act of 
parliament, which to them appeared 
2s great a grievance as the ſtamp act, 


which took away the unalienable right 


of freedom from all taxation, but ſuch 
as they ſhould voluntarily conſent to, 


and grant.” 
Governor Bernard was obliged, in 


his rejoinder, 14th and 18th Febru- 


V 1767, carefully to avoid givin 

the of parliament as the TS 
tion of the proviſion made ; he would 
otherwiſe not have had the concur- 
rence of the council; for tho? the 


greater part, he believed, had a due 
I 


reſpect for acts of parliament, 
one of them would have ha 
avow it, in that inſtance, and at that 
time. 

The committee find, That, on the 


ſecond of March, 1768, a bill Was 


A up from the commons, inti. 
tuled, ** An act for the more eaſy 
and effectual recovery of the penalties 
and forfeitures inflited by the acts of 
parliament relating to trade, or re- 
venues, of the Britiſh colonies and 
plantations in America.” 

Which bill received the royal aſſent 
on the 8th of the ſame month. 

It appears to the committee, that 
by a circular letter from the Houſe of 
. 0 wo tives of the colony of Maſ. 
ſachuſetts-Bay, addreſſed to all the 
aſſemblies upon the continent of North 
America, They deſired the aſſent 
of thoſe aſſemblies to their ſentiments 
and . acquainting them 
that chey had repreſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, that the acts of parliament of 
Great Britain, impoſing duties upon 
that province, with the ſole and ex- 
preſs purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, 
are infringements of their natural 
conſtitutional rights, and deſired them 
to point out any thing further that 
might be neceſſary to carry their ſyſ. 
tem into execution.“ 

In this year, the aſſembly, at the 
election of the council, left out all the 
crown officers, which meaſure had 
been before adopted in the years 1766, 
and 1767. 

In the beginning of May, 1768, 
ſubſcriptions were made, and afloci- 
ations entered into, for the non- im- 
portation of goods from Great Bli- 
tain; but this laſt meaſure was, at 
that time, defeated by the merchants 
in the other colonies refuſing to con- 
cur in it. 

On the gth day of May, 1768, re- 
gular ſeizure was made by the col- 
ector and agg geen of the cuſtoms 


of the {loop Liberty, beloaging 1 


Mr. Hancock of the town of Boſton, 
which occaſioned a moſt violent tu- 
mult; the collector and comptrol- 
ler, with the ſon of the colleQor, 
were attached ' by a numerous and 
outrageous mob, who beat and abu- 
ſed them in a moſt cruel manner ; 
and in the night attacked their houſes, 
broke the windows, ſeized on a boat 
belonging to the collector, which 
they carried away in triumph, and 
afterwards burnt: the commiſſioners 
of the cuſtoms expecting the ſame 
treatment, the riot ſtill continuing, 
thought it prudent to retreat for ſafe- 
ty till midnight, with their families, 
to the houſes of ſome perſons in the 
neighbourhood, and afterwards, upon 
conviction that their lives were in 
danger, took refuge on board his 
Majeſty's ſnip the Romney, then in 
the harbour of Boſton; and, for their 
further ſecurity, from thence into 
Caſtle William. During the time of 
this their perilous ſituation, they ap- 
plied ſeveral times by letter to the 
governor and council, for protection, 
but could procure no aſſiſtance what- 
ſoever, and were finally told, in a 
letter from Governor Bernard, dated 
the 13th of June, That, after ſeveral 
hours deliberation of the neceſſity of 
taking ſome meaſures to preſerve the 
peace of the town, and what thoſe 
meaſures ſhould be, the council had 
come to a reſolution, That, as there 
appeared to be no immediate danger 
of further violences, they were of 
opinion, that it would be beſt to refer 
this matter to the conſideration of a 
committee of both Houſes, and that 
therefore the governor at preſent 
could not let them know what kind 
of aid and protection they might ex- 
pect to receive. The conſequence of 
which was, that they received no pro- 
tection whatſoever. The diſorder and 
confuſion remained in this ſtate un- 
noticed till the 22d of July, when the 
governor moved the council to take 
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into conſideration ſome meaſures for 
reſtoring vigour and firmneſs to go- 
vernment, but, on the 2gth of July, 
the council made a reply to what had 
been propoſed to them by the gover- 
nor, in which they ſtate, That the 
diſorders, which happened, were oc- 
caſioned by the violent and unprece- 
dented manner, in which the ſloop Li- 
berty had been ſeized by the officers 
of the cuſtoms.” 

In conſequence of this diſorderly 
ſtate at Boſton, two regiments havin 
been ſent thither from Halifax, in 
order to ſupport the execution of the 
civil power, and preſerye the peace 
of the town, ſtrict orders were given 
and repeated to the troops not to 
quarrel with the townſmen, by whom, 
they complained, they had been fre- 
quently ill- treated, and inſulted, 

On Monday the 5th of March 1768, 
at nine at night, the alarm bells were 
rung as in caſes of fire, the fire ſaid 
to be in King-ſtreet, and the people 
thereby led thither ; where finding the 
alarm falſe, they joined a multitude, 
who had been braving two companies 
at the gates of their barrack, and 
threatened with death the centinel, 
who was poſted at the Cuſtom-houſe, 
where the King's treaſure was lodged ; 
the centinel, being ſurrounded, was 
forced to retreat, and call for aid, 
which brought Captain Preſton, cap- 
tain of the day, with a party, from 
the main guard, to extricate him : 
that officer uſed his utmoſt endeavours 
to prevent miſchief, notwithſtanding 
which, the rioters by blows, and every 
act of aggravation, drew upon them- 
ſelves the fire of ſeveral of the ſoldiers, 
by which ſome perſons were unfortu- 
nately killed; and, upon the gover- 
nor's offering to obtain the command- 
ing officer's conſent to remove one of 
the regiments to the caſtle, and to 
ſtation the other, ſo as no opportunity 
of diſputes with the townſmen ſhould 
remain ; the council inſiſted, that both 

| regiments 


mY — * - + 


240. PRIOR P 
regiments ſhould go, giving for a rea- 
moe the N moſt cer- 
tainly drive out the troops, and that 
the inhabitants of other towns would 
join with Boſton in it; and ſeveral 
of them declared, that they did not 
judge from the general temper of the 
people only, but they knew it to be 
the determination, not of a mob, but 
of the generality of the principal in- 
habitants; in conſequence of which, 
both regiments were accordingly re- 
moved. 

In the petition preſented to the go- 
vernor by ſeveral people of conſidera- 
tion, in purſuance of the reſolution of 
a town meeting held at that time, 
they diſavow the legiſlative authority 
of this country, and aſſert that it 
would be better ſor them to ſtruggle 
againſt it, than tamely to relinquith 
their rights. f 

And the aſſembly abſolutely re- 
fuſed, by a great majority, to reſcind 
their former order of ſending circular 
letters-to the other colonies, though 
they had received a poſitive requi- 
fition from the crown to that pur- 
pole. | 

An aſſociation was entered into 


| the beginning of Auguſt, when moſt 


of the merchants of Boſton entered 
into, and ſubſcribed an agreement, 
that they would not ſend for, or im- 
port, any kind of goods or merchan- 
diſe, from Great Britain, ſome few 
articles of neceſſity excepted, from 
the firſt of January 1769, to the 
firſt of January 1770; and that they 
would not import any tea, paper, 


glaſs, or painters colours, until the 


act impoſing duties on thoſe articles 
mould be repealed. 

It was allo voted, in a town meet- 
ing of the frecholders and other in- 
* of Boſton, September 12, 
that the levying money within that 
province, for the uſe and ſervice of 
the crown, in other manner than the 


ſame is granted by the great and ge- 
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neral court of aſſembly of the pro- 
vince, was in violation of the ſaid 
royal charter, and the ſame was alſo 
in violation of the undoubted natural 
rights of ſubjects, declared in the 
aforeſaid act of Parliament, (mean. 
ing the act of ſucceſſion) freely to 
give and grant their own money for 
the ſervice of the crown, with their 
own conſent, in perſon, or by re. 
preſentatives of their own free elec. 
dion. 

They alſo voted, that as the Go- 
vernor did not think proper to call a 
general court, for the ok of their 
(ſuppoſed) grievances, the town ſhould 
then make choice of a ſuitable num- 
ber of perſons to act for them, as a 
committee in convention, with ſuch 
as might be ſent to join them from 
the ſeveral towns in that province, 
in order that ſuch meaſures might be 
conſulted and adviſed, as his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, and the peace and 
ſatety of his ſubjects in the province, 
might require. 

They alſo voted, that there was, 
at that time, a prevailing apprehen- 
ſion in the minds of many ot an ap- 
proaching war with France, in order 


that the inhabitants of that town 


might be prepared in caſe of ſudden 
danger, that thoſe of the ſaid inha- 
bitants who might, at that time, be 


unprovided, ſhould be, and- thereby / 


were, requeſted duly to obſerve at 
that time the law of the province, 
whereby it is required, that every 
liſted ſoldier, and other houſeholder, 
(except troopers, who by law are 
otherwiſe to be provided) ſhall be al- 


ways provided with a well-fixed ſire- 


lock, muſket, accoutrement, and am- 
munition, as in the ſaid law is par- 
ticularly mentioned, to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the commiſſion officers of the 
company. | 
They alſo voted, that a letter 
ſhould be written to the ſeveral towns 
in the province, as follows. 
Gentlemen, 


N 


Gentlemen, 

Vou are already too well acquaint- 
© ed with the melancholy, and very 
« alarming circumſtances, to which 
* this province, as well as America 
in general, is now reduced; taxes, 
t equally detrimental to the commer- 
« cial intereſt of the parent country 
and her colonies, are impoſed on 
the people without their conſent; 
© taxes, deſigned for the ſupport of 
* the civil government in the colonies, 
in a manner clearly unconſtitutional, 
* and contrary to that, in which, *till 
© of late, government has been ſup- 
« ported by the free gift of the people 
in the American Aſſemblies or Par- 
© liaments, as alſo for the mainte- 
* nance of a large ſtanding army, not 
for the defence of the newly acquir- 
ed territories, but for the old colo- 
* nies, and in time of peace. The 
decent, humble, and truly loyal ap- 
© plications and petitions from the 
« repreſentatives of this province, for 
© the redreſs of theſe heavy and very 
© threatening grievances, have hi- 
* therto been ĩneffectual; being aſſur - 
* ed, from authentic intelligence, that 
they have not yet reached the royal 
* ear; the only effect of tranſmitting 
© applications, hitherto perceivable, 
has been a mandate, from one of 
* his Majeſty's Secretarics of State to 
* the governor of this province, to 
« diſſolve the general aſſembly, mere- 
* ly becauſe the late Houſe of Repre- 
* ſentatives refuſed to reſcind a reſolu- 
tion of a former Houſe, which im- 
* plied nothing more than a right in 


the American ſubjects to unite in 


* humble and dutiful petitions to their 
5 Ow Sovereign, when they found 
* themſelves aggrieved: this is a 
* right naturally inherent in every 
man, and expreſsly recognized at 
* the glorious revolution as the birth- 
* right of an Engliſhman. 

This diffolution, you are ſenſible, 
has taken place; the governor has 
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publicly and repeatedly declared 
that he cannot call another aſſem- 
* bly; and the Secretary of State for 
* the American department, in one 
* of his letters communicated to the 
* Houſe, has been pleaſed to ſay, 
te that proper care will be taken for 
** the {upport of the dignity of go- 


vernment;“ the meaning of which 


is too plain to be miſunderſtood. 

* 'The concern and perplexity into 
* which theſe things have thrown the 
* people have been greatly aggravated 
* by a late declaration of his Excel- 
* lency Governor Bernard, that one 
or more regiments may be expected 
© in this province. 

The deſign of theſe troops is, in 
* every one's apprehenſion, nothing 
* ſhort of enforcing, by military 
power, the execution of acts of Par- 
liament, in the forming of which 
the colonies have not, and can not 
© have; any conſtitutional influence. 
This is one of the greateſt diſtreſſes 
* to which a free people can be re- 
* duced. 

© The town, which we have the 
© honour to ſerve, have taken theſe 
things, at their late meeting, into 
© their moſt ſerious conſideration ; 
© and, as there 1s in the minds of ma- 
© ny a prevailing apprehenſion of an 
© approaching war with France, th 
© have paſſed the ſeveral votes whic 
we tranſmit to you, — that 
they may be immediately laid before 
© the town, whoſe prudentials are in 
© your care, at a legal meeting, for 
their candid and particular atten- 
© tion. 

© Deprived of the councils of a ge- 
* neral aſſembly in this dark and dif- 
* ficult ſeaſon, the loyal people of this 
« province will, we are perſuaded, 
immediately perceive the propriety 
* and utility of the prapoſed com- 
© mittee of convention, and the ſound 


© and wholeſome advice that may be 


expected from a number of gentle- 
* þ men, 
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men, choſen by theniſelves, and in 
* whom they may repole the greateſt 
© confidence, muſt tend to the real 
© ſervice of our moſt gracious Sove- 
© reign, and the welfare of his ſub- 
* jects in this province, and may hap- 
© pily prevent any ſudden and uncon- 
© nected meaſures, which, in their 
« preſent anxiety, and even agony of 
© mind, they may be in danger of fal- 
© ling into. 

And it is of importance that the 
© convention ſhould meet as ſoon as 
© may be; ſo early a day as the 
© twenty-ſecond of this inſtant Sep- 
© tember, has been propoſed for that 
© purpoſe ;—and it is hoped the re- 
© moteſt towns will, by that time, or 
© as ſoon after as conveniently may 
© be,, return their reſpective com- 
mittees. 

Not doubting but you are equally 
© concerned with us and our fellow 
© citizens, for the preſervation of our 
© invaluable rights, and for the gene- 
© ral happineis of our country, and 
that you are diſpoſed, with equal 
© ardour, to exert yourſelves, in every 
* conſtitutional way, for ſo glorious a 
-© purpoſe.” | 

The committee obſerve, that it 
does not appear to them that any 
ſteps were taken to ſuppreſs theſe 
meaſures, or that they were noticed 
of, by the council, or any of the 
civil magiſtrates. 

The committee think it neceſſary 
here to inſert the following extracts. 

The firſt extract is from his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the 

throne, on the eighth day of Novem- 
ber, 1768. | | 

At the cloſe of the laſt Parliament, 
I expreſſed my ſatis faction at the ap- 
pearances which then induced me 
to believe, that ſuch of my ſubjects 
as had been miſled in ſome parts of 
my dominions, were returning to a 
Jult ſenſe ot their duty; but it is with 

' Equal concern, that I have ſince ſeen 


- 


that; Apirit of faction, which 1 had 


hoped was well-nigh extinguiſhed, 
breaking out afreſh in ſome of my co- 
lonies in North America, and in one 
of them proceeding even to acts of 
violence, and of reſiſtance to the ex. 


ecution of the law; the capital town ' 


of which colony appears, by late ad- 
vices, to be in a ſtate of diſobedience 
to all law and government, and has 


proceeded to meaſures ſubverſive of 


the conſtitution, and attended with 
circumſtances that manifeſt a diſpoſi- 
tion to throw off their dependence on 
Great Britain. On my part, I have 
purſued every meaſure that appeared 
to be neceſlary for ſupporting the 


. conſtitution, and were, a due obe- 


dience to the authority of the legiſla- 
ture; you may rely upon my ſteady 
perſeverance in theſe purpoſes, and J 
doubt not but that, with your con- 


currence and ſupport, I ſhall be able 


to defeat the miſchievous deſigns of 
thoſe turbulent and ſeditious perſons, 
who, under falſe pretences, have but 
too ſucceſsfully deluded numbers of 
my ſubjects in America, and whoſe 
practices, if ſuffered to prevail, can- 
not fail to produce the moſt fatal con- 


ſequences to my colonies immediately, - 


and, in the end, to all the dominions 
of my crown.“ 

The ſecond extract is from your 
Lordſhip's dutiful addieſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, on his {aid molt gracious Speech. 

„We feel the molt ſincere con- 
cern, that any of our fellow ſubjects 
in North America ſhould be miſled 
by factious and deſigning men, into 
acts of violence, and of reſiſtance to 
the execution of the law; attended 
with . circumſtances that manifeſt a 
diſpoſition to throw off their depen- 
dence upon Great Britain. At the 
ſame time, that we ſhall be always 
ready to contribute to the relief of 
any real grievance of your Majeſty's 
American ſubjects, we moſt unfeign- 
edly gave your Majeſty the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances, 


* 
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aſſurances, that we ſhall ever zealouſly 
concur in ſupport of ſuch juſt and ne- 
ceſſary meaſures, as may beſt enable 
your Majeſty to repreſs that daring 
ſpirit of diſobedience, and to enforce 
a due ſubmiſſion to the laws; always 
conſidering, that it is one of our moſt 
eſſential duties to maintain inviolate 
the ſupreme authority of the legiſla- 
ture of Great Britain over every part 
of the dominions of your Majeſty's 
crown.“ 

The third extract is from his Ma- 
jelty's moſt 3 anſwer to your 
Locdibip's addreſs. 

*« Your zealous concurrence in every 
meaſure, that can bring relief to my 

eople, is well known to me; nor do 
f doabe of the attention that you will 
always give to any real grievances of 
my American ſubjects. The ſtr 
aſſurances I receive from you, at #: 
ſame time of your determination to 
vindicate the juſt legiſlative authority 
of Parliament, over all the dominions 
of my crown, deſerve my warmeſt 
approbation.“ 

The committee find, that, on the 
fifteenth of November, the Lord 
Harwich acquainted the Houſe, that 
he had received his Majeſty's com- 
mands to lay before the Houſe papers 
relating to the late diſturbances in 
America; and that the ſame would 
be laid before the Houſe in a ſew 
Gays. 

'That accordingly, on the twenty- 
eighth of November, the Lord Har- 
wich laid before the Houle, copies of 
all letters, &c. relating to the late 
proceedings of the colony of the Maſ- 
ſachuſetts-Bay, together with a liſt 
thereof, which was read by the clerk. 
Lat on the fifteenth of December, 

the Houſe came to the following re- 

ſolutions ; | 
I. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiritual 
and 'Temporal, in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, that the votes, reſolutions, and 


proceedings, of the Houſe of Repre- 
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ſentatives of MaſſachuſetS Bay, in 
the month of January and Febr | 
laſt, reſpecting ſeveral late acts of 
Parliament, ſo far as the ſaid votes, 
reſolutions, and proceedings, do im- 
port a denial of, or to draw into queſ- 
tion, the power and authority of his 
Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in Parlia- 
ment ailembled, to make laws and 
ſtatutes of ſufficient force and validity, 
to bind the colonies and people of 
America, ſubjects to the Crown of 
Great Britain, in all cafes whatſo- 
ever, are illegal, unconſtitutional, 
and derogatory of the rights of the 
Crown and Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, | ö 
II. Reſolved, by the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, in Parliament 
aſſembled, that the reſolution of the 
ſaid Houſe of Repreſentatives of the 
province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in 
January laſt, to write letters to the 
ſeveral Houſes of Repreſentatives of 
the Britiſh colonies in the continent, 
deſiring them to join with the ſaid 
Houle of Repreſentatives of the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, in peti- 
tions, which do deny or draw into 
queſtion the right of Parliament to 
impoſe duties and taxes upon his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in America; and, in 
purſuance of the ſaid reſolution, the 
writing ſuch letters, in which certain 
late acts of Parliament, impoſing du- 
ties and taxes, are ſtated to be in- 
fringements of the rights of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects of the ſaid province, 
are proceedings of a moit unwar- 
rantable and dangerous nature, cal- 
culated to inflame the minds of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the other colo- 
nies, tending to create unlawful com- 
binations repugnant *to the laws of 


Great Britain, and ſubverſive of the 


conſtitution. 
III. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiri- 
wal and Tempgal, in Parliament abr. 
112 ſembled 
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cept, by the ſeloctmen of the town of | 


ſembled, that it appears, that the 
town of Boſton, in the province of 
Maſſachuſetts- Bay, has, for ſome time 
paſt, been in a ſtate of great diſorder 
and confuſion ; and that the peace of 
the ſaid town has, at ſeveral times, 


been diſturbed by riots and tumults of 


a dangerous nature, in which the 
ofticers of his Majeſty's revenue there 
have been obſtructed by acts of vio- 
lence, in the execution of the laws, 
and their lives endangered. 

IV. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, that it appears, that neither 
the council of the ſaid province of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, nor the ordinary 


civil Magiſtrates, did exert their au- 
thority for ſuppreſſing the faid riots 


and tumults. 5 
V. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiri- 


tual and Temporal, in Parliament aſ- 


ſembled, that, in theſe circumſtances 
of the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, and of the town of Boſton, the 
preſervation of the public peace, and 
the due execution of the laws, be- 
came impracticable, without the aid 
of a military force to ſupport and 
protect the civil Magiſtrates, and the 
officers of his Majeſty's revenue. 
VI. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, that the declarations, reſo- 
lutions, and proceedings, in the town 
meeting at Boſton, on the fourteench 
of June, and twelfth of September, 
were illegal and unconſtitutional, and 
calculated to excite ſedition and in- 


ſurrections in his Majeſty's province 


of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 

VII. Reſolved, by the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, that the appointment at the 
town meeting, on the twelfth of Sep- 


tember, of a convention to be held 
- In the town of Boſton, on the twen- 


ty-ſecond of that month, to conſiſt of 
deputies from the ſeveral towns and 
diſtricts in the province of the Maila- 
chuſetis Bay, and the iſſuing a pre- 


* 


Boſton, to each of the ſaid towns and 
diſtricts, for the election of ſuch de. 
puties, were proceedings ſubverſive 
of his Majeſty's government, and 
evidently manifeſting a deſign, in the 
inhabitants of the ſaid town of Boſton, 
to ſet up a new and unconſtitutional 
authority, independent of the crown 
of Great Britain. 

VIII. Reſolved, by the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, that the elections, by ſeve- 
ral towns and diſtricts in the province 
of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, of deputies to 
ſit in the ſame convention, and the 
meeting of ſuch convention in conſe- 
quence thereof, were daring inſults 
offered to his Majeſty's authority, 
and audacious uſurpations of the 


powers of government. 


It was then ordered, that an hum- 
ble addreſs be preſented to his Ma. 
jeſty, to return his Majeſty thanks 
for the communication which he has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to make to 


his Parliament, of ſeveral papers re- 


tative to public tranſactions in his. 
13 province of Maſſachuſetts- 
ay. > | 
To expreſs our ſincere ſatisfaction 


in the meaſures which his Majeſty 


has purſued for ſupporting the con- 
ſtitution, and inducing . a due obe- 
dience to the authority of the legif- 
lature. | | 


To give his Majeſty the frongeſt 


aſſurances, that we will effeQually 
ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty in 
ſuch further meaſures, as may be 
found neceſſary to maintain the civil 
Magiſtrates, in a due execution of 


the laws, within his Majeſty's pro- 


vince of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. . 
And as we conceive, that nothing 


can be more immediately neceflary, 


cither for the maintenance of his 
Majeſty's authority iu the ſaid pro- 
vince, or for the guarding his Ma 


jeſty's ſubjects therein from Dong 


turther deluded by the arts of wicked 
| and 
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deſigning men, than to proceed, 
* — x Im and effectual man- 
ner, for bringing to condign puniſh- 
ment the chief authors and inſtigators 
of the late diſorders, to beſeech his 
Majefty, 'that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſt to direct his Majeſty's gover- 
"nor of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, to take 
the moſt effectual methods for pro- 
curing the fulleſt information that 
can be obtained touching all treaſons, 
or miſpriſion of treaſon, committed 
within his government ſince the thir- 
tieth of December laſt, and to tianſ- 


mit the ſame, together with the 


names of the perſons who were moſt 
active in the commiſſion of ſuch of- 
fences, to one of his Majeſty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, in order 
that his Majeſty may iſſue a ſpecial 
commiſſion for enquiring of, hearing 
and determining - the ſaid offences, 
within this realm, purſuant to the 
proviſions of the ſtatute of the thirty- 
fifth year of the reign of King 
Henry the Eighth, if his Majeſty 
ſhall, upon receiving the ſaid infor- 
mation, ſee ſufficient ground for ſuch 
2a proceeding. 

And a meſſage was ſent to the 
Houſe of Commons, to carry down 
the ſaid reſolutions and addreſs, and 
defire their concurrence thereto. 

On the twentieth of January, 
1769, the Lord Harwich, (by his 
Majeſty's command) laid befote the 
Houſe more copies of letters relating 
to America, which were ordered to 
lie on the table, | 

On the gth of February, the reſo- 
lutions and addreſs, ſent to the Com- 
mons on the 15th of December laſt, 
for their concurrence, were returned, 
agreed to, with ſome amendments: 
which were read and agreed to, an 
nouce thereof ſent to the Commons ; 
and the ſaid addreſs was ordered to 
be preſented to his Majeſty by both 
Houſes. 

On the 14th of February, the Lord 


lows : 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

The ſincere ſatisfaction you ex- 
preſs in the meaſures which I have al- 
ready taken, and the ſtrong aſſurances 
you give of ſupporting me in thoſe 
which may be neceſſary to maintain 
the juſt legiſlative authority, and the 
due execution of the laws in my pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, give me 


great pleaſure, 


I ſhall not fail to give thoſe or- 
ders which you recommend, as the 
molt effectual method of bringing the 
authors of the late unhappy diſorders 
in that province to condign puniſh- 
ment.“ | 

Which addreſs and anſwer were or- 
dered to be printed, 

It doth not appear to the commit- 
tee, that the cenſure of the proceed- 
ings in the province of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, and of the conduct of the coun- 
cil and other civil magiſtrates, ex- 
preſſed by both Houſes of Parliament 
in their reſolutions, and their appro- 
bation of the meaſure of ſending 
troops thither, to ſupport and pro- 
tect the magiſtrates, and the officers 
of the revenue, produced the good ef- 
fect that might reaſonably have been 
hoped for; a diſpoſition to deny the 
authority, and reſiſt the laws, of the 
ſupreme legiſlature, continued ſtill to 
prevail, not only in flagitious publi- 
catiorfs in the daily news- papers, but 
alſo in a variety of violent and un- 
warrantable reſolutions and proceed- 
ings of thoſe merchants and others, 
who had ſubſcribed to the agreements 
for non- importation of goods from 
Great-Britain. | 

Meetings of the aſſociators were re- 
preſented' to have been held in as re- 
gular a manner as any other meeting 
authoriſed by the conſtitution. Com- 
mittees were appointed to examine the 


cargoes of all veſlels arriving from- 


Great- 
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Chancellor reported his. Majeſty's 
anſwer to the ſaid addreſs, as fol- 
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Great-Britain, and reyular votes and 
reſolutions of cenſure were paſſed in 
thoſe meetings, upon all ſuch as re- 
fuſed to concur in thoſe unlawful aſ- 
ſociations; their names were publiſhed 
in the public news papers, as enemies 
to their country; and the mandates 
and decrees of thoſe committees met 
with a reſpe& and obedience denied 
to the conſtitutional authority of go- 
vernment. „ 

In ſome caſes goods imported from 
Great- Britain, were locked up in 
warehouſes, under the care of theſe 
committees, 1n order to prevent their 
being fold ; and, in one or two in- 
ances, they were re-ſhipped to Great 
Britain. 

On the 31ſt of May, 1769, the ge- 
neral court met a: the court-houſe at 
Boſton, purſuant to his Majeſty's 
writs, and the firſt ſtep the aſſembly 
took, before they proceeded on any 
Qther buſineſs, was to ſend a meſſage 
to the governor, afſerting, that the 
* having ſhips in the harbour, and 
troops in the town of Boſton, was 
inconſiſtent with their dignity and 
freedom; and therefore, that they 
had a right to expeR, that he would 
give orders for the -removal of the 
forces by ſea and land from that 
port, and from the gates of the city, 
during the ſeſſion of the aſſembly ; 
and, at the ſame time, the Houſe 
came to ſeveral reſolutions to the 
ſame effect, as the declarations con 
tained in their meſſage to the gover- 
nor. 

The governor having, in reply to 
their meſſage, acquainted them, that 
he had no authority over his Majeſ- 
ty's ſhips in that port, or his troops 
in that town, nor could give any or- 
ders for the removal of them, they 
then proceeded to the election of 
counſellors, in which election, not on- 
ly the lieutenant-governor, and other 
officers of ggvernment were excluded, 
but alſo ſeveral other gentlemen, who 
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had been of the former council, and 
who (the governor repreſents) ſhewed 
a diſpoſition to - ſupport the King's 
government, to acknowledge the ay. 
thority of parliament, and to preſerve 
the people from a democratical def. 
potiſm, and were otherwiſe diſtin- 
guiſhed by their integrity and ability. 

On the 13th of June, the aſſembly 
ſent an anſwer to the governor's meſ- 
ſage of the 31ſt of May, in which he 
had told them he had no authority 
over the King's ſhips, or troops. 

In this anſwer they aſſert, that, 
By the prinèiples of the conſtitu- 
tion, the governor of that colony has 
the abſolute military command; that 
the ſending a military force there, to 
enforce the execution of the laws, is 
inconſiſtent with the nature of govern- 
ment, and the ſpirit of a free con- 
ſtitution; that the unwillingneſs of a 
people in general that a law ſhould be 
executed, was ſtrong preſumption of 
its being an unjuſt law; that it could 
not be their law, as the people muſt 
conſent to laws before they can be 
obliged, in conſcience, to obey them.“ 

It appears, by a vote of the al- 
ſembly, on the 8th of July, that they 


have declared, that all trials for trea- 


ſon, miſpriſion of treaſon, or for any 
felony, or crime whatever, committed 
or done in that colony, ought, of 
right, to be had and conducted with- 
in the courts of the colony; and that 
the ſeizing any perſon or perſons, re- 
ſiding in that colony, ſuſpected of any 
crime whatſoe ver committed therein, 
and ſending fuch perſon or perſons 
to places beyond the ſea to be tried, 
is highly derogatory of the rights of 
Britith ſubjects, as thereby the ineſ- 
timable privilege of being tried by 
a jury from vicinage, as well as the 
liberty of ſummoning and producing 
witneſſes on ſuch wrial, will be taken 


away from the party accuſed, 
On the 6th of April 1770, a bill 
was brought up from the Houſe of 
Com: 
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commons to your Lordſhips, intitu- 
led, An act to repeal ſo much of 
an act, made in the-ſeventh year of his 
preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled, 
« An a& for granting certain duties 
in the Britiſh colonies and plantations 
in America, for allowing a drawback 
of the duties of cuſtoms, upon the 
exportation from this kingdom, of 
coffee and cocoa nuts, of the produce 
of the ſaid colonies or plantations ; 
for diſcontinuing the drawbacks pay- 
able on china earthen ware, exported 
to America, and for more effectually 
preventing the clandeſtine running of 
s in the ſaid colonies and plan- 
tations;“ as relates to the duties upon 
glaſs, ted lead, white lead, painters 
colours, paper, paſteboards, mill- 
boards, and ſcaleboards, of the pro- 
duce or manufacture of Great Bri- 
tain, imported into any of his Ma- 
jeſty's colonies in America; and alſo 
to the diſcontinuing the drawbacks 
payable on china earthen ware ex- 
ported to America, and for regulating 
the exportation thereof.” 
Which bill received the royal aſſent 
on the 12th of April. 

On the zoth of April it was order- 
ed, That an humble addreſs thou!ld 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
directions, that there be laid betore 
this Houſe copies of all narratives of 
any diſputes or diſturbances which 
have happened between his Majeſty's 
troops, ſtationed in North America, 
and the inhabitants of any of his Ma- 
jeſty's colonies there, ſince the 24th 
day of June laſt, received by the 
commiſſioners of his Majeſty's trea- 
ſury, any of his Majeſty's ſecre- 
taries of ſtate, or any other public 
offices, together with copies of all 
orders and inſtructions ſent to the 
governors, lieutenant- governors, de- 
puty governors, preſidents of the 
council of any of his Majeſty's colo- 
nies in North America, or to the 
commander in chief of his Majeſty's 
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forces, or any officer, civil or military, 
within the ſame, relative to ſuch dil- 
putes or diſturbances. 

And that on the 4th of May, the 
Lord Harwich, by his Majeſty's com- 
mand, laid before the Houſe ſeveral 
papers relative to the late diſturbances 
in America, purſuant to an addreſs to 
his Majeſty for that purpoſe, on the 
30th of April laſt, together with a liſt 
thereof, which were ordered to tie on 
the table. 

'The committee find, That on the 
"ber of May, the Lord Harwich laid 

efore the Houſe, by his Majeſty's 
command, a narrative of the late 
tranſactions at Boſton, and the caſe 
of Captain Thomas Preſton, of the 
29th regiment of foot, which had been 
tranſmitted to his Lordſhip from the 
War- office; and the ſame were order- 
ed to lie on the table. | 

On the 14th of May, it was order- 
ed, That an humble addreſs ſhould 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
directions that there be laid betore 
this Houſe copies of the Earl of Hillſ- 


» borough's letter of the 13th of May 


1769, to the governors of the feveral 
colonies of North America, together 
with the ſpeeches of the governors re- 
ferring to the ſaid letter, and the 
anſwers of the aſſemblies to the ſame, 

ſo far as they have been received. 
And, on the 15th, the Lord Har- 
wich laid before the Houle, by his 
Majeſty's command, copies of the Earl 
of Hilifborough's letter of the 13th 
of Way 1769, to the governors of 
the ſeveral colonies of North Ameri- 
ca, together with the ſpeeches of the 
governors referring to the ſaid letter; 
and che aniwers of the aſſemblies to 
the fame, ſo far as they have been 
received, together with a liſt thereof, 
which were ordered to he on the ta- 
ble; and the ſame, with the other 
America papers preſented in this ſeſ- 
ſion, were alſo ordered to be taken 
into 
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into conſideration on Friday next, and 
the Lords ſummoned. 

The committee find, by lieutenant 

vernor Hutchinſon's letter, of the 
27th of March 1770, that when the 
troops were in the town, the commiſ- 
ſioners of the cuſtoms were ſenſible 
they could have no dependence upon 
them; for if any riot had happened, 
no civil magiſtrate, that he knew, 
would have employed them in ſup- 
prefling it; thoſe who from a princi- 
ple would have been diſpoſed to it, 
refuſing, and giving this reaſon, that 
they muſt immediately after have left 
the country; and that juſt the ſame 
principles prevailed with reſpect to 
the troops which were ſaid to be un- 
conſtitutional, although eſtabliſhed by 
an act of parliament, it being alledged 
that it was an act which did not bind 
coloniſts. 

Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinſon, 
in his letter to the Earl of Hiilſbo- 
rough, April the twenty-ſeventh, 
1770, complains, *©* That he has ne- 
ver been able to obtain the advice or 
conſent of the council, to any pro- 
poſal made for the diſcountenaneing 
the uſurpation of the powers of go- 
vernment by the town of Boſton; 
that he had uſed the negative powers 
given him by charter, in excluding 
Mr. Hancock from being Speaker 
pro tempore, and Mr. Cuthing from 
the office of commiſſary general, to 
which offices they had been elected; 
but adds, That this was doing but 
little, as he could not remove any of 
thoſe who were actuall in office, 


ſome of whom were more inilain- 


matory than any out of office. He 
further ſays, That they were then 


attempting to compel all the impor- 


ters of what they call the contraband 

ds, to ſend ilicm back, and that 
"x was not ſire they would not fuc- 
ceed : that all goods which they have 
not enumerated, are Called contra- 
band. That tea from Holland may 
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lawfully be fold : that it is a high 
crime to {ell any from England: that 
Mr. Hancock offered to ſend one cr 
more of his ſhips back, and to loſe 
the freight: that ſeveral of the im. 
29 pleaded, that they ſhould 

e utterly ruined ; but that the Bof. 
ton zealots had no bowels ; and pave 
for anſwer, that if a ſhip was to 
bring in the plague, nobody would 
doubt what was neceſſary to be done 
with her; but the preſent caſe iz 
much worſe than that. In the ſame 
letter, the Lieutenant-Governor ob- 
ſerves, that the Boſton principles ob. 
tain more and more in the remote 
parts of the province, and the repre- 
ſentatives E ſeven-eighths of the 
town appear, in the preſent ſeſſion, 
to be favourers of the nonimportation 
meaſures: that their internal dif- 
treſſes may, in a courſe of years, 
force them to deſiſt; but that the 
diſtreſs at preſent, and it may be for 
ſome time to come, lies principally 
upon the friends to government, who 
run the riſk of importing goods, and 
then are compelled by the ruling 
powers to keep them unſold, or to 
ſip them back: that he made an 
attempt that day to prevail upon a 
merchant of the firſt eſtate and cha- 
racter, to induce him to promote an 
aſlociation, but to no purpoſe; and 
that he gave bim for anſwer, that 
until Parliament made proviſion for 
the puniſhment of the confederacies, 
all would be ineffectual, and the aſ- 
ſociates would be expoſed to popular 
rage.” He obſerved further, That 
the laſt year, when the King's 
Speech, and the addrefſes of the 
Lords, and of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, firſt came to them, the hcads 
of the oppoſition were ſtruck with. 
terror, and the ſeditious news-paper 
writers laid aſide their pens for hve 
or fix weeks; but as ſoon as the ap- 
prehenſion of vigorous meaſures ceaſ- 
ed, their fears were over, and they 
became 


became more aſſuming and tyranni- 
cal than before; and although the 
terror was not ſo great the preſent 
year, yet it Was viſible ; but now 
that they expect nothing will be 
done, they are recovering their ſpi- 
tits, knowing there is no power 
within the government to reſtrain 
hem. 

| The reſiſtance to the cuſtom-houſe 
officers ſtill continued to manifeſt it- 
ſelf upon every occaſion ; in conſe- 
quence of which, on the eighteenth 
of May 1770, a tideſman ot the cuſ- 
toms, who had ſeized a ſmall coaſt- 
ing veſſel, belonging to Connecticut, 
and a few caſks of ſugar, for breach 
of the acts of trade, in the evening, 
was ſeized, tripped, and carted a- 
bout the town, for three or four 
hours, beſmeared with tar, and then 
covered with feathers, and followed 
by a great number of diſorderly peo- 
le. | | 
l The committee do not find, in 
your Lordſhips journals of the years 
177t and 1772, any material pro- 
ceedings relative to the matters to 
them referred. 

Though, in the year 1771, things 
a tolerably quiet in the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, yet the 
diſpoſition to diſavow the authority 
of Parliament occaſionally broke out 
in the Houſe of Aſſembly and town 
meetings; accordingly, in an anſwer 
from the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
to a meſſage from the Gavernor, on 
the fifth of July 1771, they ſay, that 
“They know of no commiſſioners of 
his Majeſty's cuſtoms, nor of any re- 
venue his Majeſty has a right to eſta- 
bliſh in North America; that they 
know and feel a tribute levied and 
extorted from thoſe who, 1f they have 
property, have a right to the abſolute 
diſpoſal of it.” 

At the ſame time the diſpoſition 
to import goods, in defiance of the 
laws of revenue and trade, and to 
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ſupport ſuch iniquitous practices by 
inſults and open violences upon the 
officers, whoſe duty it is to carry the 
ſaid laws into execution, broke out 
upon many occaſions ; and, as uſual, 
the magiſtrates declined giving their 
aſſiſtance and ſupport, though applied 
to for that purpoſe, which appears 
in the caſe of Arthur Sayage, comp- 
troller of his Majeſty's cuſtoms at Fal- 
mouth, who was forcibly taken out 


of his houſe in the night, by ſeveral 


perſons diſpuiſed, and armed with 
piſtols, — other dangerous wea- 
pons, who put him in the utmoſt 
danger of his life, and not only ob- 
liged him to divulge the name of 
the perſon who had lodged an infor- 
mation, but alſo to ſwear the truth 
of his information ; declaring at the 
{ame time, that if he diſcovered who 
they were, they would take his life; 
and that, upon his application to the 
juſtices, who were then ſitting, they 
declined the examination of the evi- 
dence he brought to prove the fact. 
Things remained much in the ſame 
ſtate in the year 1772; the continued 
ill temper of the people at Boſton, 
was mannifeſted by their inſtructions 
to their Repreſentatives; 12 
Upon the news of his Majeſty's 
granting ſalaries to the juſtices of the 
ſuperior court, the moſt inflammatory 
pieces were publiſhed in the news- 
papers, and the ſelectmen of Boſton 
ordered a meeting to conſider of mea- 
ſures upon that occaſion, which meet- 
ing voted an addreſs to the Gover- 
nor, in which they ſay, ©* That the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of 
the town of Boſton, legally aſſem 
bled in Fanewl Hall, beg leave to ac- 
quaint his Excellency, that a report 
has prevailed, which they have rea- 
ſon to apprehend 1s well grounded ; 
that ſtipends are affixed to the offices 
of the judges of the ſuperior court of 
judicature, &c. of this province, 
whereby they are become indepen- 
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charter, have been appointed to ft. 


dent of the grants of the general 
aſſembly for their ſupport ; contra- 
ry to the ancient and invariable 
uſage,” 

© That this report has ſpread an 
alarm among all conſiderate perſons 
who have heard of it, in town and 
country, being viewed as tending 
Tapidly to compleat the ſyſtem of 
their ſlavery, which originated in 
the Houſe of Commons of Great 
Britain, aſſuming a power and au- 
thority to give and grant the monies 
of the coloniſts without their conſent, 
and againſt their repeated remon- 
ſtrances. And as the judges hold 
their places during pleaſure, this eſ- 
tabliſhment appears big with fatal 
evils, ſo obvious that it 1s needleſs to 
treſpaſs on your Excellency's time, 
in mentioning them.“ 

The town meeting afterwards ap- 
pointed a committee of correſpon- 
dence, to write circular letters to all 
the towns in the province, to induce 
them to unite in meaſures upon that 
occaſion, which committee met the 
ſecond of November, 1772, and 
made à report, containing feveral re- 
folutions; contradiftorv to the ſu- 
premacy of the Britiſh legiſlature : 
and, after ſetting forth, that all men 
have a right to remain in a ſtate of 
nature as long as they pleaſe, they 
proceed to draw a report upon the 
natural rights of the coloniſts as men, 
chriſtians and ſubjects, and from a 
liſt of infringements and violations of 
their rights; one of the firſt of which 
contains an aſſertion, that the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament have aſſumed the 

wers of legiſlation for the colonies, 
in all caſes whatſoever, without ob- 
taining the conſent of the inhabi- 
tants, which is ever eſſentially neceſ- 
fary to the rightful eſtabliſhment of 
ſuch a legiſlature. 

They alſo conſider it as an 3 
ment of their rights, that a number 
of new officers,, unknown to the 


perintend the revenues; whereas th 
great and general court, or aſſem 
of that province, had the ſole right 
of appointing all civil officets, the 
election and conſtitution of whom i; 
in the ſaid charter, expreſsly except. 
ed, among whom theſe officers ar 
not included. 

They likewiſe complain of it as x 
grievance, that his Majeſty has beey 
Pleaſed to apply 1500/. ſterling an. 
nually, out of the American revenue, 
tor the ſupport of the government of 
this province, independent of the af. 
ſembly, and that the judges of the 
Superior court, as alſo the King 
Attorney and Solicitor General, are 
to receive their ſupport from what 
they call this grievous tribute, which 
they ſay will, if accompliſhed, com- 
pleat their ſlavery, 

Six hundred copies of this report 
were circulated in the towns of the 
province, with a pathetic letter ad. 
dreſſed to the inhabitants, who are 
called upon not to doze any longer, 
or fit ſupinely in indifference, whilſt 
the iron hand of oppreſſion is daily 
tearing the choiceſt fruits from the 
fair tree of liberty. 

On the fixth of May, a meſſage 
was brought from the Houſe of Com- 
mons to your Lordſhips, with a Bill, 
intituled, “ An act to allow a draw- 


back of the duties of cuſtoms, on the 


exportation of tea, to any of his Ma- 
jeſty's colonies or plantations, in A- 
merica, to increaſe the depoſit on 
bohea tea, to be ſold at the Eaſt 
India Company's ſales, and to im- 
power the commiſſioners of the trea- 
ſury, to grant licences to the Eaſt 
India Company to export tea, duty- 
free, which Bill received the Royal 
Aſſent on the tenth of May. 

It appears to the committee, in the 
anſwer of the council to the Gover- 
nor's Speech, at the opening of the 
ſeſſion, that they declare they are of 
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opinion, that the Parliament can- 
not conſtitutionally levy taxes, in 
any form, on his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
that province. 

And the Houſe of Reprefentatives, 

n the ſame occaſion, declare, that 
if there had been, in any late in- 
ſtances, a ſubmiſſion to acts of Par- 
liament, it has been, in their opi- 
nion, rather from inconſideration, or 
a reluctance at the idea of contending 
with the parent ſtate, than from a 
conviction or acknowledgement of 
the ſupreme legiſlative authority of 
Parliament, 

The committee of correſpondence 
appear to have uſed their utmoſt en- 
deavours to work up the minds of 
the people, not only of their own, 
but alſo of the ſouthern governments, 
to prevent the importation of teas 
from the Eaſt India Company ; and 
accordingly, on the third of Novem- 
ber, 1773, a mob, of about five 
hundred perſons committed ſeveral 
outrageous acts of violence, againſt 
the perſons to whom it was ſuſpected 
the tea in queſtion would be con- 
ſigned, inſiſting that they ſhould en- 
gage and promiſe not to receiye or 
ſell it ; that if they did, they would 
be voted enemies to their country, 
and muſt expect to be treated as ſuch 
hereafter. They then forced open 
the doors of the ware-houſes of Mr. 
Clark, and tore them off the hinges, 
and entered with great violence, at- 
tempting to force their way up to the 
compting-houſe, but were driven back 
by the perſons who were in it. 
A committee then of the free- 
olders, and other inhabitants, at- 
tended Meſſieurs Thompſon and Eli- 
na Hutchinſon, ſuppoſed to be two 
f the conſignees, and requeſted them 
o reſign their appointment ; and up- 
n their refuſing, voted their anſwer 
unſatisfactory. Governor Hutchinſon 
id every thing in his power, without 
ihe council, for the preſervation of 
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the peace and good order of the town» 
and thought, that if he had had the 
aid the council might have given, 
his endeavours would have been more 
effectual. 

On the 17th of November, 1773, 
a large number of eople beſet the 
houſe of Mr. Hutchinſon, but not 
rag, him at home, proceeded to 
Mr. Clarke's, another of the con- 
ſignees, where they committed great 
diſorders, broke the glaſſes and frames 
of the windows, and did confidera- 
ble damage. After this riot, the 
Governor immedrately ſummoned a 


council, and laid before them the ne- 


ceſſity of ſome meaſures being taken, 
but the council declined adviſing or 
directing any meaſures for landing 
the tea, ſuggeſting that they then 
would, of courſe, adviſe to a mea- 


ſure for procuring the payment of the 
duty, and therefore be adviſing to a a 


meaſure inconſiſtent with the declared 
ſentiment of both Houſes, in the laſt 
winter ſeſſion of the general court, 
which they apprehend to be alto- 
gether inexpedient and improper. 

After the arrival of a ſhip loaded 
with tea, a meeting of the people of 
Boſton, and the neighbouring towns, 
was held on the 2gth of November, 
and continued, | by adjournment, till 
next day, when a motion was made 
and agreed to, nem. con. that the tea 
ſhould not only be ſent back, but that 
no duty ſhould be paid thereon. 

It was alfo voted, nem, con. that 
Mr. Rotch, owner of the yeſſel, and 
Captain Hall, the maſter of the ſhip, 
at their peril, ſhould not ſuffer any 
of the tea to be landed. It was alſo 


vored, That Governor Hutchinſon's 


conduct, in requeſting the Juſtices of 
ace to meet to ſuppreſs all riots 


and unlawful aſſemblies, carried a de- 


ſigned reflection upon the people there 
met, and was ſolely calculated to ſerve 
the views of adminiſtration. They 


afterwards voted, that the tea brought 


K k 2 by 


* 
1 
* — 


— 
> © my - 


Ly 

* 

” 

FS © 

I 

4 

.* 
. 

= 


a—_ — 
—— — rf 


— LS — — — — 
* 
— 


ES. 
— - ” 
AD — I 


| 


In IR 


_— Oro CG tr ee AS Cs ec.” 
q 8 a 
oy wv * - * => - * — — 


ä pay 
” — GO Wt — „ * 
IX 


—— , wo. oe —— > nr — on —©” — — — RO « 
- 


252 PRIOR DOCUMENT S. 


by Captain Hall ſhould be returned 
by Mr. Rotch to England, in the 
ſame bottom in which it came. It 
was alſo voted, nem. con. That fix per- 
ſons ſhould be appointed to give due 
notice to the towns in the country; 
when they ſhould be required ſo to do 


upon any important occaſion. 


They alſo reſolved, That if any 

rſon or perſons ſhould, hereafter, 
import any tea from Great Britain, 
or if any maſter or maſters of any 
veſſels in Great Britain ſhould take 
the ſame on board, to be imported 
to that place, until the ſaid unrighte- 
ous act ſhould be repealed, he or they 
ſhould be deemed, by that body, an 
enemy to his country ; and that they 
would prevent the landing and ſale 
of the ſame, and the payment of any 
duty thereon; and that they would 
eflect the return thereof to the place 
from whence it came. | 

They alſo reſolved, That theſe 
their votes be printed and ſent to 
England, and all the fea ports in the 
province, Before they ſeparated, they 
voted, that their brethren in the 
country ſhould be deſired to give their 
aſſiſtance, upon the firſt notice that 
ſhould be given, | 

After the diſſolution of this aſſem- 
bly of the people, what is called the 
committee of correſpondence called in 
committees of other towns, or other 
perſons to join with them ; kept up 
a military watch and guard every 
night, to prevent the landing any 
teas; and appeared to be the execu- 
tioners of the reſolves, and orders, 
paſſed at the aforeſaid aſſembly. 

The Conſignees having retired to 
the caſtle, the owner of the firlt ſhip 
that arrived was the principal perion 
applied to; and he was ſent for re- 
peatedly 'by theſe committees, and 


was frequently required to ſend back 


the ſhip with the teas. He pleaded, 


that he could not obtain a clearance 


at the cuſtom houſe, nor a pats for 


the caſtle; and that if he ſhould be 
able to get the ſhip out of the har. 
bour, both ſhip and cargo would be 
forfeited in every part of the King 
daminions. This was not thoupht 
ſatis factory, and the next morning 
another aſſembly of the people met: 
and choſe a moderator. At thi 
meeting it was determaned that Mr, 
Rotch, the owner of the ſhip, ſhould 
demand, at the cuſtom-houſe, a clear. 
ance of the teas for England, whick 
was done the 15th, when the col. 
lector and comptroller refuled t 
grant it. 

He then was obliged to demand: 
permit from the nayal office to paſ 
the caſtle; afterwards he was ſent to 
the governor to apply to him for the 
permit, who ſoon ſatisfied him that 
no permit could be granted, until the 
veſſel was regularly cleared: he re. 
turned to town that evening, and re- 
ported this anſwer to the meeting, Im- 
mediately whereupon, numbers of the 
people cried out, a mob / a mob ! lei. 
the houſe, repaired. to the whark, 
where three of the veſſels lay a-ground, 
having on board 340 cheſts of tea, 
and in two hours time it was totally 
deſtroyed ; a ſufficient number of 
ple for doing the work were diſguiſed, 
and theſe were ſurrounded by-num- 
bers, as well of the inhabitants of Boſ- 
ton as of other towns. 

The committee obſerves that many 
perſons of conſideration in the town 
of Boſton took the lead in the pro- 


ceedings of this meeting, for: whoſe 


names they beg leave to refer your 
Lordſhips to the papers themſelves. 

On the 4th of March 1774, the 
Earl of Dartmouth acquainted the 
Houle, that his Majeſty had given 
directions, That the ſeveral papers 
received from America relating to 
the diſturbances there, with regard 
to the importation. of tea, ſhould be 
laid before the Houſe, and that the 
ſame would be delivered on Monday 
Next. | | | The 
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The Earl of Dartmouth acquainted 
the Houſe, That he had a meſſage 
from his Majeſty, under his royal 


ſign manual, which his Majeſty had 


commanded him to deliver to this 
Houſe ; and the ſame was read by 
the Lord. Chancellor, and: is as fol- 
laws, viz. | 
 GEORGER. 

« His Majeſty, upon information 
of the unwarrantable practices which 
had been lately concerted, and carried 
on in North America, and particular- 
ly of the violent and outragequs pro- 
ceedings at the town and port of Boſ- 
ton, in the province of Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay, with a view to obſtructing 
the commerce of this kingdom, and 
upon grounds and pretences imme- 
diately ſubverſive of the conſtitution 
thereof, hath thought fit to lay the 
whole matter before his' two Houſes 
of Parliament, fully confiding as well 
in their zeal for the maintenance of 
his Majeſty's authority, as in their 
attachment to the common. intereſt 
and welfare of all his dominions, that 
they will not only enable his Ma- 
jeſty effectually to take ſuch meaſures 
as may be moſt likely to put an im- 
mediate ſtop to the preſent diſorders, 
but will alſo take into their molt ſe- 
rious conſideration what farther re- 
gulations and permanent proviſions 
may be neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed, 
for better ſecuring the execution of 
the laws, and the juſt dependence of 
the colonies upon the crown and par- 
liament of Great Britain.“ | 
| | | G. R. 

The Earl of Dartmouth alſo (by 
his Majeſty's command) laid before 
the Houſe copics of all letters, &c, 
received from North America, relat- 
ing to the diſturbances there, with re- 
gard to the importation of tea, to- 
gether with a liſt thereof. 

It was ordered, That an humble 
addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
to return his Majeſty the thanks of 


this Houſe, for his Majeſty's gracious 
meſſage, and for the communication 
his Majeſty hath, been graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to make to this Houſe, of ſeveral 
papers relative to the. preſent ſtate of 
ſome of his Majeſty's colonies in North 
America. | 

To aſſure his Majeſty that this 
Houſe, truly ſenſible that the peace 
and, good government of the colonies, 
and the preventing any obſtructions 
there to the commerce of this king- 
dom, are objects of their moſt ſeri- 
ous attention, will enter upon the 
conſideration of theſe papers with an 
earneſt deſire to make ſuch proviſions 
as, upon mature deliberation, ſhall 
appear neceſſary and expedient for 
ſecuring the juſt dependence of the 
ſaid colonies upon the crown and par- 
liament of Great Britain, and for en- 
forcing a due obedience to the laws 
of this kingdom throughout all his 
Majeſty's dominions: and the ſaid 
papers, and his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious ſpeech, were likewiſe ordered to 
be taken into conſideration on Thurſ- 
day ſevennight; and the Lords ſum- 
moned. bi 

On the 11th of March, the Earl 
of Dartmouth (by his Majeſty's com- 
mand) laid before the Houſe more 
papers from America, relating to the 
diſturbances there, with regard to the 
importation of tea, together with a 
liſt thereof; and the ſame was read, 
and. ordered to lie on the table, and 
to. be taken into conſideration on 
Thurſday next. 

On the 26th of March, a meſſage 
was brought from the Houſe of Com- 
mons, with a bill, entituled, An 
act to diſcontinue, in ſuch manner, 
and for ſuch time, as are therein men- 
tioned, the landing and diſcharging, 
lading, or ſhipping, of goods, wares, 
and merchandiſe, at the town, and 
within the harbour of Boiton, in the 
proviace of Maſſachuſetts Bay, in 
North America. | 

| On 


On the 28th of March, a petition' 
of Mr. Sayer and others, natives of 
America, was preſented and read, 
praying, that the ſaic bill may not 
paſs into a law, which was ordered 


took into conſideration the ſeveral 
papers, and his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious meſſage; and the ſaid bill was 
read a ſecond time, and committed. 
On the zoth of March, a petition 
of William Bolland, Eſq; agent for 
the council of the province of Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, was' preſented to the 
Houſe and read; he was called in, 
and heard at the Bar ; and being with- 
drawn; the ſaid bill was read a third 
time, and paſſed nem. dif. and re- 
ceived the Royal aſſent on the follow- 
ing day. | 

It appears to the committee, that, 
on the 25th of January, a great 
number of rioters” in the town of 
Boſton, committed a moſt inhuman 
act of violence upon the perſon of 
John Malcom, a preventive officer 
for the port of Falmouth in Caſco- 
bay, who had lately ſeized a veſſel in 
that port for want of a regiſter: no 
complaint of irregularity was made 
againſt him; but it was thought pro- 


him by tarring and feathering him, 
(but without ſtripping him) and car- 
rying him about in derifion. This 
unfortunate man having afterwards 


ſtreets was provoked, on the 25 th, 
by a tradeſman, who, he alledged, 
had ſeveral times before affronted 
him, to ſtrike him with his cane, 
in conſequence of which a war- 
rant was iſſued againſt him; but the 
conſtable not being able to find him, 
a mob gathered about his houſe in 
the evening, and having broke his 
windows, he puſhed thro” the broken 
windows with his ſword, and gave a 
ſight ſcratch to one of the aſſailants; 
oon after which the mob entered his 


254 PRIOR DOCUMENT S. 


to lie on the table. Then the Houſe . 


per, by the above rioters, to puniſh. 


been frequently hooted at in the 


houſe, lowered him by a rope from 
an upper chamber into a cart, tore 
his cloaths off, tarred his head and 
body, feathered him, and dragged 
him through the main ſtreet into 
King ſtreet, from thence to Liberty 


Tree, and from thence, to the Neck, 


as far as the gallows, where they 
whipped him, beat him with ſticks, 
and threatened to hang him. Hav- 
ing kept him under the 
bove an hour, they carried him back 
in the ſame manner to the extremity 
of the north end of the town, and 
returned him to his own houſe, and 
ſo benumbed by. the cold, havin 
been naked near four hours, and ſo 
bruiſed, that his life was deſpaired 
of. It appears that none but the 
loweſt claſs of the people were ſuf. 
ed of having been concerned in 
it, and that Mr. Malcom having for 
ſome time before been threatened by 
the populace with revenge for his free 


and open declarations againſt the late 


proceedings, had occaſionally, indif- 
creetly, 12 them provocation. 
The Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, on the firſt of 
February, required the Chief Juſtice 
Oliver, and the four judges of the 
Superior Court, to declare, whether 
they would receive the grants of aſ- 
ſembly for their ſalaries, or accept 
their ſuppport from the crown, and 
were anſwered by the four judges 
(they being fearful of making them- 
ſelves objects of popular reſentment, 
one of their number having been 
previouſly brought over to that con- 


ſent), that they would receive their 


ſalaries from the province; but by 
the Chief Juſtice, that he would 
continue to accept his ſupport from 
the crown : on the 11th of February, 
they remonſtrated to the Governor, 
that the ſaid Chief Juſtice Peter Oli- 
ver, having received his ſalary and 
reward out of the revenue unjuſily 
and unconſtitutionally levied and ex- 
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torted from the American colonies, 
and being determined to continue to 
rcceive it contrary to the known ſenſe 
of the body of people of the province, 
had thereby proved himſelf an ene- 
my to its conſtitution, placed himſelf 
under an undue bias, and rendered 
himſelf diſqualified to hold his office 
any longer. And not having pro- 
cured his removal from the governor, 
in conſequence of their remonſtrance, 
they paſſed a vote to adjourn the ſu- 
rior court, which by law, is to be 
held on the 15th of February, to the 
22d of that month, to which the go- 
vernor refuſed his afſent; and com- 
plains, that he now conſiders himſelf 
as acting altogether on the defenſive, 
avoiding his conſent where he cannot 
juſtify it, deſtitute of any aid from 
any part of the legiſlature, or execu- 
tive powers of government, in main- 
taining order when the breach of it 1s 
cauſed, or dee to be cauſed, by 
ſuch acts of parliament, or ſuch exer- 
ciſe of his Majeſty's authority, as the 
people are taught by their leaders to 
call grievances; | | 


A true ftate of the proceedings in the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, and 
in the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, relative to the giving and grant- 
ing the money of the people of that 
province, and of al! America, in the 
Houſe of Commons, in which they are 
not repreſented. Drawn up by Dr. 
Benjamin FRANKLIN. 

On the 12th of November 1761, 
Governor Bernard made the following 
ſpeech to both Houſes of Aſſembly, 
in the province of Maſſachuſetts- Bay: 

At the opening of this general 
court I had the pleaſure to obſerve 
upon the happy and propitious cir- 
cumitances that had attended the com- 
mencement of the preſent reign, and 
particularly the extinction of parties, 
and the general coalition of all par- 
ties in ſupport of his Majeſty's govern- 


ment; and I could not but expreſs my 


. earneſt defire that the ſame patriotic 


ſpirit which influenced Great Britain, 
might prevail throughout his Majeſ- 
ty's American provinces, and efpe- 
cially in this moſt ancient and moſt 
loyal of them. 

« I was well perſuaded, that while 
I was ſpeaking to you on this ſubject, 
your ſentiments and mine were the 
ſame. I have been fully confirmed in 
this, as well by your own deelarations, 
as by your conduct conſequent there- 
to; and I have now all the aſſurance 
that I ſhall be aſſiſted and ſupported 
by you, | 
| F. BERNARD.“ 

On the 24th of April 1762, his Ex- 
cellency made the following ſpeech to 
the two Houſes: 

Ihe unanimity and diſpatch with 
which you have complied with the 
requiſitions of his Majeſty require my 
particular acknowledgment, and it 


= me additional pleaſure to ob- 
e 


rve, that you have therein acted un- 


der no other influence than a due ſenſe 
of your duty, both as members of a 
general empire, and as the body of a 
particular province. x 

«© It will always be my deſire that 
freedom and independence ſhould pre- 
vail in your councils, and that the 
whole credit of your proceedings 
therein ſhould be placed to your own 
account. It will be a ſufficient honour 
for me to preſide over a people whoſe 
motives to loyalty and public ſpirit 
ariſe from their own breaſts, 

| FRA. BERNARD.“ 

His Excellency again ſpoke as fol- 
lows to the two Houſes of Aſſembly 
on the 27th of May 1762: 

© Whatever ſhall be the event of 
the war, it muſt be no ſmall ſatisfac- 
tion to us, that this province hath 


contributed its full ſhare to the ſup- 


port of it. Every thing that has 
been required of it hath been moſt 
readily complied with; and the exe- 

Cution 
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cution of the powers committed to 
me, for raiſing the provincial troops, 
hath been as full and complete as the 
grant of them was. Never before 
were regiments ſo eafily levied, ſo well 
compoſed, and ſo early in the field, 
as they have been this year; the com- 
mon people ſeemed to be animated 
with the ſpirit of the general court, 
and to vie with them in their readineſs 
to ferve the King. | 

The ample proviſion which has 
been already made, leaves me nothing 
to aſk for the immediate ſervice of the 
King. | | 

FRA. BERNARD.“ 

The following is a true copy of the 
meſſage which his Majeſty ſent down 
to the Houſe of Commons every year, 
from 4759, till the concluſion of the 
War: | | 

GEORGE Rex. 
260 Die April's 17599. 

« His Majeſty being ſenſible of 
the zeal and vigour with which his 
faithful ſubjects in North America 
have exerted themſelves in defence of 
his Majeſty's juſt rights and poſſeſſions, 
tecommends it to this Houfe to take 
the ſame into confideration, and to 
enable his Majeſty to give them a pro- 
per compenſation for the expences in- 
curred by the reſpective provinces, in 
the levying, clothing, and pay of the 
troops raited by the ſame, . according 
as the active vigour and ftrenuous ef- 
forts of the reſpective provinces ſhall 
appear to merit. 

g. X.“ 

Upon which the Houſe reſolved, 
April 30, That a ſum not exceed- 
ing two hundred thoufand pounds be 
granted to his Majeſty upon account, 
to enable his Majeſty to give a proper 
compenſation to the reſpective pro- 
vinces in North America, for the ex- 
pences incurred by them in the levy- 
ing, clothing, and pay of the troops 
raiſed by the ſame, according as the 
active vigour and ſtrenuous efforts 


of the reſpective provinces ſhall be 

thought by his Mateſty to merit.” 
Similar refolutions followed yearly 

every meſſage. And though this 


compenſation did not exceed one fourth - 


part of what they expended, they wer 
ſatisfied with theſe rao — + of 
all teſtimonies, that they had not been 
backward in contributing their ſhare 
towards the general defence of the 
empire, | | 
His Majeſty's Surveyor-General of 
the Northern diſtrict in America, 
tranſmitted to the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury in 1764, a charge of corruption 
an his office and colluſion with ſmug- 
glers, ſupported by the oaths of cre- 
dible witneſſes, againſt Governor Ber- 
nard ; for which the ſurveyor. gene- 
ral received the thanks of the trea- 
ſury- board, and Governor Bernard 


was ſuffered ſtill to hold that office he 


had abuſed, and has been admitted 
as the principal accuſer and witneſs 
againſt the people of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay. 

On the oth of March 1764, the 
Houſe of Commons reſolved, ©** That 
it may be proper to charge certain 
ſtamp duties in the colonies and plan- 
tations :?” but did not at that time 
form any bill for the purpoſe. 

On the 5th of April 1764, an act 
paſſed for impoſing duties in America 
by the Britiſh parliament, for the pur- 
poſe of raifing a revenue. | 
In conſequence of theſe proceed- 
ings, the Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
the Maſſachuſetts-Bay came to reſo- 
tutions, ©** That the ſole right of giv- 
ing and granting the money of the 


people of that province, was velted in 


them as their legal repreſentatives 
and that the impolition of duties and 
taxes, by the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, upon a people who are not 
repreſented in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, is abſolutely irreconcilable with 
their rights. That no man can jultly 


take the property of another a 
his 


— — a 6. * A —— — 


his conſent, upon which original 
principle the right of repreſentation 
in the ſame body which exerciſes the 
power of making laws. for levying 
taxes, one of the main pillars of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, 1s evidently 
founded: that the extenſion of the 
powers of the court of admiralty 
within this province, is a moſt vio- 
lent inſraction of the right of trial by 
jury,—a right which this houſe, upon 
the principles of their Britiſh Anceſtors, 
hold moſt dear and facred, it being 
the only ſecurity of the lives, liber- 
ties, and property of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects. That this houſe owe the 
ſtricteſt allegiance to his moſt Sacred 
Majelty King George the Third, — 
and that they have the greateſt vene- 
ration for the Parliament.” 

In February 1755, a Bill for raiſing 
a revenue in America by duties on 
ſtamps, &c. received the royal aſſent. 
Petitions from the ſeveral ailemblies 
of America againk the paſling of this 
act, were rejected by the Parliament, 
or not received, on the pretence of a 
rule, that petitions ſhould not be re- 
ceived againſt a money bill, and this 
was a money bill. 

Upon the arrival of this act in A- 
merica, every aſſembly on the conti- 
nent came to reſolutions. againſt the 
right of impoſing taxes upon them 
unrepreſented and without their con- 
ſent. The Houſe of Repreſentatives 
of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, obſerving 
the little attention paid to ſeparate 
petitions, reſolved, That it was 
highly expedient there ſhould be a 
meeting as ſoon as might be, of com- 
mittees from the Houſes of Repre- 
ſentatives in the ſeveral colonies on 
the American continent to conſulr 
on the preſent circumſtances, and the 
dithculties to which they were re- 
duced by the operation of the late 
atts of Parliament for levying du- 
ties on the colonies, and to con- 
ter of 2 general addreſs to his 
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Majefty and the Parliament, to im- 
plore relief.” Letters were tranſmit- 
ted accordingly to the Speakers of 
the other Aſſemblies, and three per- 
ſons elected to attend a congreſs on 
the part of this province. 

In the mean time ſome diſturbances 
aroſe in the town of Boſton. The 
repreſentation of theſe diſturbances 
was inflamed with the ſtrongeſt co- 
louring in various letters from Go- 
vernor Bernard to the Lords of Trade, 
though he knew the inhabitants had 
publicly coademned theſe proceed- 
ings, as appears from the following 
vote of the town: . 

* At a legal Meeting of the Freeboldere 
and other Inhabitants of the Town 
of Boſton, at Fanueil Hall, Auguſt 
27th, 1765. | 
The town having an utter deteſta- 

tion of the extraordinary and violent 
proceedings of a number of perſons 
unknown, againſt ſome of the inhabi- 
tants of the ſame, the laſt night, — 
vote unanimouſly, that the ſelect 
men and magiſtrates of the town be 
deſired to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours, agreeeble to law, to ſuppreſs. 
the like diſorders for the future, and 
that the freeholders and other inhabi- 
tants will do every thing in their 
power to aſſiſt them therein. 

Voted, that the inhabitants of this 
town will be ready on all occaſions to 
aſſiſt the ſelect men and magiſtrates 
in the ſuppreſſion of all diſorders of a 
like nature that may happen, when 
called upon for that purpole. 

Att. William Cooper, Town Clerk.” 

In truth, the whole proved to be 
nothing more than ſome injury offer- 
ed to private property, for which the 
aſſembly afterwards voted a compen- 
ſation, . 

On the 25th of October 1765, 
there being no ſtamp papers, the 
council and Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives, to avoid the miſchievous con- 
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buſineſs, reſolved, that it might be 


lawful to do buſineſs without ſtamps. 


The congreſs confilting of a Com- 
mittee of Repreſentatives from ſeve- 
ral provinces, met at New York the 


firſt of October 1765. The motives. 


and views with which the congreſs 
was called, are thus ftated by the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives of Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay : Had the colomes been 
fully heard by the Parliament, it is 
poſſible their deciſions with reſpect to 
the late acts for levying duties and 
taxes on the colonies, might have 
been different. However, the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives think it their duty 
not to ceaſe petitioning, and have ac- 
cordingly, this preſent ſeſſions, wrote to 


the Speakers of the ſeveral Houſes of 


Repreſentatives of the ſeveral colonies 
on the continent, propoſing a meet- 
ing at New York on the firſt I ueſday 
of October next, of committees of 
the Houſes of Repreſentatives of the 
ſeveral colonies, to conſult together 
on their preſent circumſtances, and 
the difficulties to which they are and 
muſt be reduced by the operation of 
the late acts of parliament, and to 
prepare a united, dutiful, humble, 
and loyal repreſentation of their con- 
dition to his Majeſty and his Parlia- 
ment, imploring relief. And it 15 
humbly hoped, that decent and du- 
tiful applications for the preventing 
or even altering ſuch acts of Parlia- 


ment as they apprehend can be made 


to appear to be grievous, will not 
be thought ſufficient grounds to charge 
us with the want of the moſt pro- 
found reſpe& for that auguſt body. 
In confidence of having tree acceſs 
to that fountain of national juſtice, 
the Houſe reſt aſſured that all neceſ- 
ſary relief will be afforded, and that 
the liberties and privileges their con- 
ſtituents at preſent enjoy, will remain 
ſecure. CR; 
Signed, Sam, WRITE, Speaker.” 
The congreſs ſummoned upon thele 


238 met and acted upon them. 
hey reſolved, © . hat the only repre. 
ſentatives of the people of the colo- 
nies are perſons choſen therein by 
themſelves, and that no taxes ever 
have been, or can be, conſtitution. 
ally impoſed upon them but by their 
reſpective legiſlatures. That all ſup. 
plies to the crown being free gifts of 
the people, it is unreaſonable and in- 
conſiſtent with the principles and ſpi- 
rit of the Britiſh conſtitution, for the 
E of Great Britain to grant to 

is Majeſty the property of the colo- 
niſts. That it is the indiſpenſable 
duty of theſe colonies to the beſt of 
ſovereigns, to the mother country, 
and themſelves, to endeavour, by 2 
loyal and dutiful addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, and humble applications to 
both Houſes of Parliament, to pro- 
cure the repeal of the act for grant- 
ing and applying certain ſtamp du- 
ties, of all clauſes of any other act of 
Parliament whereby the juriſdiction 


of the Admiralty is extended, and of? 


the other late acts for the reſtriction 
of American commerce.“ 

They alſo drew up a petition to 
the King, in which they ſay, Our 
ſubordinate legiſlatures are in effect 
rendered uſeleſs by the late acts of 
Parliament impoſing duties and taxes 
on theſe colonies, and extending the 
juriſdiction of the courts of admiralty 
beyond its antient limit: ſtatutes by 
which your Majeſty's commons in 
Great Britain undertake abſolutely to 
diſpoſe of the property of their fellow 
ſubjets in America without their 
conſent, and for the inforcing where- 
of they are ſubjected to the determi- 
nation of a ſingle judge, in a court 
unreſtrained by the wiſe rules of the 
common law, the birthright of Eng- 
Iiſhmen, and the ſafeguard of their 
perſons and properties. | 

© The invaluable rights of taxing 
ourſelves, and trial by our peers, of 
which we implore your Majeſty's pro- 

tection, 
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tection, are not, we moſt humbly 
conceive, unconſtitutional, but con- 
firmed by the great charter of Engliſh 
Liberty. On the firſt of theſe rights, 


the Honourable the Houſe of Com- 


mons found their practice of origina- 
ting money bills —a right enjoyed by 
the Kingdom of Ireland; by the 
Clergy of England, till relinquiſhed 
by themſelves: a right, in fine, 
which all other your Majeſty's Eng- 
liſh ſubjects, both within and without 
the realm, have hitherto enjoyed.” 

So far were they from any thought 
or deſire to draw into queſtion, or to 
deny the ſovereignty of his Majeſty in 
his Parliament, or to arrogate to 
themſelves the ſole right of making 
laws, that, in their petition to the 
Houſe of Commons, they declare the 
zeverſe in theſe words: 

We moſt ſincerely renognize our 
allegiance to the crown, and acknow- 

ledge all due ſubordination to the 
Parliament of Great Britain, and 
ſhall always retain the moſt grateful 
ſenie of their aſſiſtance and protec- 
tion. We elteem our dependence 
on, and connection with Great Bri- 
tain, as one of our greateſt bleſſings, 
and apprehend the former will ap- 
pear to be ſufficiently ſecure, when it 
is conſidered, that the inhabitants in 
the colonies have the moſt unbounded 
affection for his Majeſty's perſon, 
family, and government, as well as 
for the mother country, and that 
their ſubordination to the Parlia- 
ment, 15 univerſally acknowledged.” 

Theſe petitions however were not 
received, on pretence of their being 
irom a body not legally aſſembled, 
and unknown to the conſtitution, 

In January 1766, the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives were obliged to com- 
plain of Governor Bernard's having, 
together with his council, aſſumed a 
legiſlative power, in ordering an act 
of Parliament, or as he ſtiles it an 
erdinauce, ta be regiſtered among 


the laws of the province ; which was 
never done before, but by a& of 
Aſſembly “. This juſt complaint 
againſt the uſurpation of the Gover- 
nor, has been individiouſly repre- 
ſented as an attack upon the autho- 
rity of Parliament , whereas in truth 
it had no relation to that authority. 
In January 1766, petitions were 
preſented from the merchants of Lon- 
don, Briſtol, and Glaſgow, to both 
Houſes of Parliament, repreſenting 
the great injury that would accrue to 
their property, and to the commerce 
of this Kingdom, from the operation 
of the Stamp AR, and praying for its. 
repeal. I | 
'The repeal of it took place ac- 
cordingly on the 19th March fol- 
lowing. 
The Aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, upon the repeal being known, 
formed and tranſmitted an humble 
addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, and 
letters of the moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgement to their illuſtrious patrons 
and friends in either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment. Soon after this paſſed a bill 
for granting compenſation to the ſuf. 
ferers during che diſorders occaſioned 
by the Stamp Act; agreeably to his 
Majeſty's recommendation, in conſe- 
quence of the addreſs of both Houſes 
of Parliament, his Majeſty's pleaſure 
being ſignified to them by Mr. Secre- 
tary Conway. P44. 
Tae Aſſembly alſo conformed them- 
ſelves to the mutiny act, though it 
touched the pr.vilege of granting 
freely their own money, for which 
they had ſo firenuouſly contended. 
But they complyed, as well from an 
* But the m ſt imereſting objection, which 
is not avowed, and therefore cannot receive a 
formal anſwer, is, that an American repre=- 
ienta'ion will take away all pretences for dif- 
putipg the ordinances oft Par iament.“ Gover- 
nor B-rnard's letter 1764, p. 59. And again, 
p. 72, and 54. | 
+ See extract of Governor Bernard's letter 
in the Lords report, p. 7. 


1 12 


Of 
. 


abhor- 


I Mis i 44 et 
— 


260 PRIOR DOCUMENT S8. 


abhorrence of renewing the late diſ- 
pute which had given them ſo much 
ain, as from a confidence in his Ma- 
jeſty's then ſervants, whom they re- 
garded as friendly to their liberties 
and rights. 
Their ſatis faction in, and gratitude 
ſor the repeal of the ſtamp act, pro- 


duced a conduct fo ftudiouſly void of 


offence, that Governor Bernard could 
not avoid giving his teſtimony of it 
in his letters to the Earl of Shel- 
burne, Secretary of State, as follows : 

* The Houſe from the time of 
opening the ſeſſion to this day, has 
ſhewn a diſpoſition to avoid all diſ- 
pute with me; every thing having paſ- 
ſed with as much good-humour as | 
could defire, except only their conti- 
nuing to act in addreſſing the King, 
remonſtrating to the Secretary of 
State, and employing a ſeparate 
Agent. It is the importance of this 
innovation, without any willfulneſs 
of my own, which induces me to 
make this remonſrance, at a time 
when I have a fair proſpect of having, 
in all other buſineſs, nothing but 
= to ſay of the proceedings of this 
ouſe. | 

© They have acted in all things, 
even in their remonſtrance, with tem- 
per and moderation; they have avoid 


ed ſome ſubjects of diſpute, and have 


laid a foundation for removing ſome 
cauſes of former altercation. PE 

I ſhall make ſuch a prudent and 
proper uſe of this letter, as I hope 
will perfectly reſtore the peace and 
tranquility oſ this province, for which 
purpoſe conſiderable ſteps have alrea- 
dy been made by the Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives. 

Such was the temper and modera- 
tion with which the people were dil- 
poſed to ſerk relief from the grievan- 
ces they felt. We ſhall preſcutly 
ſee what ſteps were artfully taken to 
move them from that moderation, 
and compel the mob into riots and 


tumults, which were to be viſited 
upon, the town, and made the pre. 
text for introducing a military force, 
The new revenue act paſſed on the 
2gth of June 1767; a little more 
than a year after the repeal of the 
ſtamp act. | | 
The Houſe of Repreſentatives, in 


their petition to the King, touching 


this act, expreſsly acknowledge the 
ſupreme power of Parliament. With 
great ſincerity, permit us, (ſay they,) 
to aſſure your Majeſty, that your ſub. 
jects of this province ever have, and 
ſtill continue to acknowledge your 
Majefty's High Court of Parliament 
the fupreme legiſlative power of the 
whole empire.” 

In their letters to the miniſtry, 
they ſay, The ſubjects in this pro- 
vince, and undoubtedly in all the co- 
lonies, however they may have been 
otherwiſe repreſented to his Majeſty's 
miniſters, are loyal; they are firmly 
attached to the mother ſtate; they 
always confider her intereſt and their 
own as inleperably interwoven, and 
it is their fervent wiſh that it may 
ever ſo remain. All they deſire is, 
to be reſtored to the ſtanding upon 
which they were originally put, to 
have the honour and privilege of vo- 
luntarily contributing to the aid of 
their ſovereign when required. 'They 
are free ſubjects; and it is hoped the 
nation will never conſider them as in 
a tributary ſtate.“ And again, All 
they defire is to be placed on their 
original ſtanding, that they may ſtall 
be happy in the enjoyment of -their 
invaluable privileges, and the nation 
may till reap the advantage of their 
growth and proſperity.” 

That their prayers might be more 
likely to obtain ſucceſs irom being 
united with the ſupplications of all 
the colonies, they tranſmitted a cir- 
cular letter to the other aſſemblies, 
informing them —“ That the Houſe 
had humbly repreſented to the mi- 

niſtry 
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niſtry their own ſentiments; that his 
Majeſty's high Court of Parliament is 
the ſupreme legiſlative power over 
the whole empire; that in all free 
ſtates the conſtitution is fixed; and 


as the ſupreme legiſlative derives its 


power and authority from the conſti- 
tution, it cannot overleap the bounds 
of it, without deſtroying its own 
foundation. That the conſtitution 
aſcertains and limits both ſovereignty 
and allegiance, and, therefore, his 
Majeſty's American ſubjects, who ac- 
knowledge themſelves bound by the 
ties of allegiance, have an equitable 
claim to the full enjoy ment of the 
fundamental rules of the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution. That it is an aſſential, 
unalterable right in nature, ingrafted 
into the Britiſh conſtitution as a fun- 
damental law, and ever held ſacred 
and irrevocable by the ſubjects within 
the realm, that what a man has ho- 
neſtly acquired is abſolutely his own, 
which he may freely give, but which 
cannot be taken from him without 
his conſent. That the American ſub- 
jets may, therefore, excluſive of any 
conſideration of charter rights, with 
a decent firmneſs adapted to the 
character of freemen and ſubjects, 
aſſert this natural conſtitutional right. 
They add—* That as they have too 
much reaſon to believe, that the ene- 
mies of the colonies have repreſented 
them to his Majeſty's miniſters and 
the parliament, as factious, diſloyal, 
and ſhewing -a diſpoſition to make 
themſelves independent of the mother 
country, they have taken occaſion, in 
the moſt humble terms, to aſſure has 
Majeſty and his minifters, that, with 
regard to the people of this province, 
and, as they doubt not, of all the co- 
lonies, that charge is unjuſt.“ 

In conſequence of this, Governor 
Bernard laid betore the houſe, on the 


21ſt of June, 1768, the following re- 


quiſition: 
* It gives great concern to his Ma- 


jeſty to find, that the ſame modera- 
tion which appeared by your letter 


to have been adopted at the begin- 
ning of the ſeſſion, in a full aflembly, 
had not continued; and that inſtead 
of that ſpirit of prudence and ref] 

to the conftitution, which ſeemed at 
that time to influence the conduct of 
a large majority of the members, a 


thin houſe at the end of the ſeſſion 


thould have preſumed to revert to, 
and reſolve upon a meaſure of ſo in- 
flammatory a nature as that of writing 
to the other colonies, on the ſubje& 
of their intended repreſentation a- 

ainſt ſome late acts of Parliament. 

is Majeſty conſiders this ſtep as evi- 
dently tending to create unwarranta- 
ble combinations, to excite an unjuſ- 
tifiable oppoſition to the conſtitutional 
authority of Parliament, and to re- 
vive thoſe unhappy divifions and diſ- 
trations, which have operated ſo 
prejudicially to the true intereſts of 
Great Britain and the colonies. It 
is the King's pleaſure, that ſo ſoon 
as the general court is again aſſem- 
bled, at the time preſcribed by the 
charter, you ſhould require of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, in his Ma- 
jeſty's name, to reſcind the reſolu- 
tion which gave birth to the circular 
letter from the Speaker, and to de- 


clare their diſapprobation of, and diſ- 


ſent to that raſh and haſty proceed- 
ing. His Majeſty has the fulleſt re- 
liance upon the affection of his good 
ſubjects in the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
and has obſerved with ſatisfaction, 
that ſpirit of decency, and love of or- 
der, which has diſcovered itſelf in the 
conduct of the moſt confiderable of its 
inhabitants. —If the new aſſembly 
ſhould refuſe to comply with his Ma- 


Jeſty's reaſonable expectation, it it 


the King's pleaſure that you ſhould 
immediately diffolve them. 


Whitehall, April 1 
426 1768. HILILSsBZOROU GR. 


This letter produced univerſal ap- 
prehen- 
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prehenſion and diſcontent not only in 


the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, but in all 
America. A demand, attended with 
a penalty of diſſolution, ſeemed a 
command, not a requiſition, leaving 
no deliberative or diſcretionary power 
in the aſſembly; and the ground of 
it being a petition to the King, 
guarded with a molt explicit declara- 
tion of the ſupreme legiſlative power 
of Parliament, it wore the ſevere and 
dreadful appearance of a penal prohi- 
bition againſt petitioning. It was in 
effect ſaying, you ſhall not even pre- 
fume to complain; and reducing 
them below the common ſtate of fla- 
very, in which, if men complain, 
with decency, they are heard, unleſs 
their maſters happen to be monſters. 
It warmed moderation into zeal, and 
inflamed zeal into rage. Yet ſtill 
there appeared a diſpoſition to ex- 
preſs their grievances in humble peti- 


tions. All the aſſemblies on the con- 


tinent, in anſwer to a requiſition of 
Amilar import to that already men- 
tioned, aſſerted the right of the ſub- 
ject to petition for redreſs of grie- 
wances. They joined in petitions, 
ſtating the impoſition of taxes upon 
them without their conſent, and the 
abolition of juries in revenue cauſes, 
as intolerable grizvances, from which 
they prayed relief. 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay drew up a letter 
to the Earl of Hillſborough, Secre- 
tary of State, in which they vindi- 
cate their conduct from the aſperſions 
thrown upon it in the Governor's 
letters; aud add, It is an inexpreſ- 
fible grief to the people of this pro- 
vince, to find repeated cenſures fal- 
ling upon them, not from Miniſters 
of State alone, but from Majeſty itſelf, 
grounded on letters and accuſations 
from the Governor, a ſight of which, 
though repeatedly requeſted of his 
Excellency, is refuſed. There is no 


evil of this life, which they ſo ſenſi- 


bly 'feel, as the diſpleaſure of their 


ſovereign. It is a puniſhment which 
they are ſure his Majeſty will never 
inflict, but upon a repreſentation. of 
the juſtice of it, from his ſervants, in 
whom he confides. Your Lordſhip 
will allow the houſe to appeal to your 
own candour, upon the hardſhip of 


their being made to ſuffer ſo ſevere a 


misfortune, without their ever being 
called to anſwer for themſelves, or 
even made acquainted with the mat- 
ters of charge alledged againſt them; 
a right, to which, by the common 
rules of ſociety, founded in the eter- 
nal laws of reaſon and equity, they 
are juſtly entitled. Ihe Houſe of 
Repreſentatives of this province have 
more than once, during the adminiſ- 
tration of Governor l been 
under the neceſſity of entreating his 
Majeſty's miniſters to ſuſpend their 
further judgment upon ſuch repre- 
ſentations of the temper of the 
ple, and the conduct of the aſſembly, 
as they were able to make appear to 
be injurious. The ſame indulgence 
this houſe now beg of your Lordſhip; 
and beſeech your Lordſhip to patro- 
nize them ſo fat as to make a favour- 
able repreſentation of their conduct 
to the King our Sovereign: it being 
the higheſt ambition of this houſe, 
and of the people whom they repre- 
ſent, to ſtand before his Majeſty in 
their juſt character, of affectionate 
and loyal ſubjefts.* - 
On the 10th of June a ſeizure was 
made of a ſloop faſtened to the 
wharf, with an armed force, and the 
ſeizure carried by violence to the 
Man of War. That this ſeizure was 
made with every circumftance of vio- 
lence and inſult which cou'd irritate 
a mob, is proved by the oaths of 13 
eye-witneſſes, whoſe credibility has 
never been impeached. Unhappily 
the irritation ſucceeded but too well. 
The collector and comptroller who 
made the ſcizure in that manner, 
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were treated with great indignity and 
perſonal injury by the mob“. 

About the ſame time the Captain 
of the men of war lying in the har- 
bour at Boſton, preſſed tome ſeamen 
belonging to the town, in violation 
of an act of Parliament for the en- 
couragement of trade to America, 
which ſays, 6 Anne, chap. 27. $ 9g. 
% No mariner, or other perſon, 
ſen, who ſhall ſerve on board, or be 
getained to ſerve on board, any pri- 
vateer, or trading ſhip or veſſel, that 
ſhall be employed in any part of 
America, nor any mariner, or per- 
ſon, being on ſhore in any part 
thereof, ſhall be liable to be impreſ- 
ſed or taken away, by any officer or 
officers of or belonging to her Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips of war.” 

'The inhabitants of Boſton, to pre- 
vent the tumults which might be ap- 

ehended from ſo dangerous an in- 
Traction of law, were aſlembled, and 
drew up a petition to the Governor, 
praying his interpoſition to prevent 
| ſuch alarming outrages. The Gover- 
nor, however, refuled upon various 

retexts, to interfere. 

The following words of their peti- 
tion will ſhew to what ſtate of alarm, 
anxiety, and deſpair, theſe proceed- 
ings had reduced them. 
petitions, ſay they, have been pre- 
tered to our moſt gracious Sovereign, 
to which (tho? to the great conſterna- 
tion of the people, we now learn 
they have been cruelly and inſidu- 


ouſly prevented from reaching the 


royal preſence) we have waited to 


* That the ſeizure was unjuſt is plain 
from this, that they were obliged to reſtore 
the veſſel, after detaining her a lung time, 
not being able to find any cvidence to ſupport 
a proſecution, 'The ſuits too for enormous 
ſums againſt a number of perfons, brought 
in the court of admiralty, being found in- 
 ſupportable, were, after long continuance, to 


the great expence and trouble of their perſons, 


drept, by a declaration of the King's advo- 
cate that his Majeſty would proſecute no far- 
ther; but the proſecuted could ob ain no 
coſts or damages, for ſo is the law. ; 
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Dutiful 


receive a gracious anſwer, with the 
greateſt attention to the public peace, 
until we find ourſelves invaded with 
an armed force, ſeizing, impreſſing, 
and impriſoning the perſons of our 
fellow ſubjects, contrary to expreſs 
acts of Parliament. 
been thrown out fit on'y for barba- 
rians, which already affect us in the 
moſt ſenſible manner, and threaten 


us with famine and deſolation, as all 


navigation is obſtructed, upon which 


alone our whole ſupport depends, 
and the town is at this criſis in a ſitua- 
tion nearly ſuch as if war were for- 


mally declared againſt it. 

* To contend againſt our Parent 
State 1s, 1n our idea, the moſt ſhock- 
ing and dreadful extremity ; but 
tamely to relinquiſh tae only ſecurity 
we and our poſterity retain of the en- 
joyment of our. lives and properties, 
without one ſtruggle, is ſo humilia- 
ting and baſe, that we cannot ſup- 
port the reflection. We apprehend, 
Sir, that it is in your option, in your 
power, and we would hope in your 
inclination, to prevent this diſtreſſed 
and juſtly incenſed people from ef- 


fecting too much, or from the ſname 


and reproach of attempting too 

little.“ | 
The riot upon the ſeizure of the 
ſloop was exaggerated into treaſon 
and rebellion. The commiſſioners 
fled from the town in pretended fear 
of their lives; affidavits were taken 
in ſecret and ex parte, and the comp- 
troller Mr. Hallowell was diſpatched 
home, to give adminiſtration the 
moſt horrible idea of the people. 
Governor Bernard's letters to the 
Secretary of State contained a direct 
charge of treaſon againſt forty per- 
ſons, not one of whom was proſe— 
cuted, becauſe the whole was a for- 
gery, calculated to meet the change 
of ſyſtem which Governor Bernard 
has ſince informed us, they then 
knew had taken place at London, 
and 
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and encourage the rigorous meaſures 
which the new ſyſtem was to purſue. 

Unhappily it ſucceeded too well. 
Troops were ſent to Boſton, where 
they landed the iſt of October 1768. 
But a difficulty now aroſe, about 
quartering the troops in the town 
contrary to an act of Parliament. 
The Governor, however, ſoon de- 
termined to cut the knot he could 
not untie. He therefore iſſued a 
commiſſion, to diſpenſe with the law 
and eſtabliſh quarters for the troops 
in the town. I ſpeak from his own 
letter. 

Thus the people ſaw two acts of 
Parliament, made for their protec- 
tion, wantonly and with impunity 
violated z while thoſe which were to 
their feelings highly unjuſt and op- 
preflive, were to be rigorouſly execu- 
ted with 2 military force. Nothing 
could be deviſed more irritating, ex- 
cept the manner in which the quar- 
tering the ſoldiers was executed. They 
filled the general aſſembly room, 
the court houſe, and Fanueil hall, 
where the town meetings were aſſem- 
bled. When the general aſſembly 
met, the mam guard was planted 
with a number of field pieces at, and 

inted into the very door of the aſ- 
ſembly houſe. Every ſpecies of in- 
ſult and outrage was, as if purpoſely, 

ractiſed to drive the people into 
ome violent act, which ſhould juſtity 
the letting looſe the military upon 
them. | 

In- conſequence of the various vio- 
lations of thoſe laws which ſhould 
have protected them, the minds of 
the people were in the moſt dange- 
rous ſtate of alarm and agitation. 
To prevent the deſtructive commo- 


tions which might be apprehended 


from ſuch a diſpoſition, the moderate 
and well diſpoſed inhabitants of Boſ- 
ton petitioned the Governor to call 
an aſſembly, that the popular turbu- 
lence might be quieted by their con- 
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fidence in and reſpec for their own 


legiſlature. The Governor, how. 

ever, thought proper to refuſe them 

this relief; they therefore ſummoned 

a convention of deputies from the 

diſferent townſhips, as the only means 

of compoſing the agitation of men's 

minds, (from which they otherwiſe 

expected the worſt conſequences,) by 

their confidence in perſons deputed 

by themſelves, to enter into a wiſe 

and cool conſideration of their grie- 
vances, and the conſtitutional means 

of obtaining redreſs. The ſeled 

men of Boſton have expreſſed theſe 

motives in the following paſſage of 
their circular letter :—* Deprived of 
the counſels of a general aſſembly in 

this dark and difficult ſeaſon, the 
loyal people of this province will, we 
are perſuaded, immediately perceive 

the propriety and utility of the pro- 
poſed committee of convention, and 

the ſound and wholeſome advice tltat 
may be expected from a number of 
gentlemen choſen by themſelves, and 

in whom they may repoſe the greateſt 
confidence, muſt tend to the real ſer- 

vice of our moſt gracious Sovereign, 

and the welfare ot his ſubjects in this 
province, and may happily. prevent 
any ſudden and unconnected mea- 

ſures, which, in their preſent anxiety, 

and even agony of mind, they may 
be in danger of falling into.“ 


The convention met on the 22d of 


September 1768, and drew up an 
humble petition to his Majeſty, im- 
ploring relief. With great fince- 


ity, lay they, permit us to aſſure 


your Majeſty, that your ſubjects of 
this province, of which we are a 
part, ever have acknowledged and 


till continue to acknowledge your 


Majeſty's high Court of Parliament 
the ſupreme legiſlative power of the. 
whole empire. Ihe ſuperictending 


authority of which is clearly admir- 
ted in all caſes that can conſiſt with 


the fundamental rights of nature, 
and 
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and the conſtitution to which your 
Majeſty's happy ſubjects in all parts 


of your empire conceive they have a 


juſt and equitable claim. 
\ © It is therefore with the deepeſt 
concern that your humble ſuppliants 
would repreſent to your Majeſty, that 
your Parliament, the rectitude of 
whole intentions is never to be queſ- 
tioned, has thought proper to paſs 
divers acts, impoſing taxes on your 
Majeſty's ſubjects in America, with 
the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of raiſing 
a revenue, If vour Majeſty's ſubjects 
here ſhall be deprived of the honour 
and privilege of voluntarily contri- 
buting their aid .to your Majeſty in 
ſupporting your government and au- 
thority in the province, and defend- 
ing and ſecuring your rights and ter- 
ritories in America, which they have 
always hitherto done with the utmoſt 
chearfulneſs : if theſe acts of Parlia- 
ment ſhall remain in foree ; and your 
Majeſty's Commons in Great Britain 
ſhall continue to exerciſe the power 
of granting the propetty of their fel- 
low ſubjects in this province, your 
people mult then regret their unhap- 
py fate, in having only the name left 
of free ſubjects!. 

The troops which had landed at 
Boſton without the leaſt oppoſition, 
determined, as it was natural to ex- 
pect, to make che diſturbance they 
were diſappointed in not finding. 
They offered a variety of inſults to 
the peaceable inhabitants, and one 
of their officers was detected in at- 
tempting to excite the Negroes to 
rebel; till at laſt a party of ſoldiers 
under the command of Captain Preſ- 
ton, fired upon the pipes on the gth 
of March 1769, killing fix, and 
wounding many more. So intelera- 
ble an outrage aſſembled the people, 
who were ſo much incenſed, that it 
was thought prudent for the troops to 
evacuate the town. 

Ine removal of the troops reſtored 


the tranquillity of the town and the 
good- humour of the people, the prin- 
cipal of whom exerted themſelves to 
palliate the conduct of Captain Preſ- 
ton, and obtain for him a favourable 
trial. To this end, he was tried ſe- 
parately from the foldiers, and he 
was acquitted, becauſe no evidence 
could depoſe that they heard him give 
orders to fire. Indeed, the noiſe of 
the tumult was ſo great, that if he 
had uw ſuch orders, which he 
denied, none could have heard him 
but the foldiers among whom he 
ſtood.— When the ſoldiers came to 
be tried, they pleaded the orders of 
their Captain, wnich they durſt not 
diſobey. And on the belief of this 
as a truth, the humane jury acquitted 
them alſo. An inſtance of great 
temper and equity in a people 10 ex- 
aſperated. : 2M; 

It was not however intended that 
the quiet of the town and province 
ſhould continue long. New modes 
of irritation were applied, to drive 
the people into violence and deſpair. 

Mr. Robinſon, one of the com- 
miſſioners who had attempted to af- 


ſaſſinate Mr. Otis, was difpatched to 


England immediately after the affair 
of the gth of March, with a caſe ſaid 
to be that of Captain Preſton, though 
directly repugnant to what he had 


publiſhed under his own hand, This 


caſe had been ſecretly drawn up, and 
was as ſecretly tranſmitted. The pur- 


pole of it was to throw the charge of 
being the aggreſſors upon the people, 


and that the foldiers fired upon them 
in their own defence, and to ſave the 
cuſtom-houſe from being plundered. 
'This ſtatement was accompanied by 


minutes of council framed by the Se- 


cretary himſelf, and ſecretly ſworn to, 
in which one of his Majeſty's council 
was repreſented, as declaring that 
there had been a premeditated deſign 
and plan of a general inſurrection 
formed by the people, of which this 
M m attack 
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attack upon- the guard was the firſt 
ſtep. Abſurd as it was to ſuppoſe 
that the people had planned and be- 
gan to execute an inſurrection, and 
yet not a man appear in arms, for no 
fuch thing was pretended, till the 
example of the ſucceſs and impunity 
with which Governor Bernard had 
accuſed them ſpecifically of treaſon, 
without being able to prove a tittle of 
it, was enough to encourage Gover- 
nor Hutchinſon, and his Brother-in- 
law the Secretary, to repeat a ſimilar 
charge on this occaſion, which they 
knew would operate for the time, 
and being made ſecretly, they truſted 
it wou'd not be known, ſo as to meet 
a refutation. Mr. Commiſſioner Ro- 
binſon arrived in London, and his 
State, &c. was circulated through the 
miniſtry and members of parliament, 
and, ſupported by his perſonal appli- 
cations, inflamed them againſt the 
province. In the mean time, the 
town proceeded to draw up their nar- 
rative of the affair founded upon ath- 
davits taken openly, with notice given 
to all perſons concerned to attend and 
croſs-examine the witnefſes. Upon 
this open and fair enquiry, it appear- 
ed by the teſtimony of near an hun- 
dred perſons, that the ſoldiers were 
the aggreſſors, having fired upon the 
people without ſufficient provocation, 
and without the intervention of, or 
even application to the civil magi- 
ſtrate. 

It was not until October 1770, 
that the repreſentation and affidavit 
of their ſecretary, Mr. Oliver, reach- 
ed his Majeſty's council at Boſton, 
in a pamphlet which had been pub- 
liſhed in London, to juſtify the pro- 
ceedings of the military on the 5th 
of March 1769, and accuie the peo- 
ple. The member to whom he had 

imputed the words, which were cal- 
culated to convey the idea of an in- 
- ſurreQtion having been planned by the 
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people, publicly made oath, that the 
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Secretary had miſrepreſented his 
words, and that he never knew, or 
heard, or even thought of any ſuch 
Plan. The other members of coun- 
cil who were preſent alſo made oath; 
that Mr. Oliver's account was à miſ- 
repreſentation 3 and the council came 
unanimouſly to the following reſolu- 
tions: That Andrew Oliver, Eſq. 
ſecretary of this province, by ſecretly 
taking minutes at council, of what 
was ſaid by the members of the coun- 


cil, in their debates, alſo by ſigning. 


a paper containing thoſe minutes, 
and further by giving his depoſition 
to the truth of it, has, in each and 
all thoſe inſtances, ated inconſiſt- 
ent with the duty of his office, and 
thereby is guilty of a breach of 
truſt. 4 

Mr. Oliver, thus ſtigmatized, was 
ſoori after appointed lieutenant-go- 
vernor of the province. Unhappily 
this wore the appearance of reward- 
ing for his treachery to the council 
and his enmity to the people, which 
tended neceſlarily to diminiſh the con- 
fidence and reſpe& due to govern- 
ment, and to ſpread diſcontent through 
the province. 

On the 13th of May 1770, Gover- 
nor Hutchinſon held the aſſembly at 
Cambridge, obliging them to quit 
Boſton, where all the public records 
and conveniences for carrying on bu- 
ſineſs, were lodged. The two Houſes 
remonſtrated againſt this, not only 
as highly inconvenient and diſtreſſing 
to them, and an embarraſſment to 
public buſineſs, but an infringement 
of their chartered rights. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, the afſembly was con- 
tinued there for two ſeſſions without 
any reaſon being given but mere will 


and pleaſure (ſignified in inſtructions 


from the miniſter) and then it was 
adjourned to Boſton, not as an act 
of gractouſneſs, but of caprice, It 
was impoſſible but that ſuch pro- 
ceedings muſt have zrritatzed men's 

| minds, 
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minds, and raifed among all ranks 
of people a ſpirit of diſcontent and 
diſtruſt.“ Wo 

The proceedings in England were 
not more conciliating. 

Governor Bernard had, by various 
falſe and inflammatory repreſenta- 
tions concentered upon the 2 ag 
the whole force of royal and parha- 
mentary indignation. He bad ex- 

reſsly accuſed certain perſons of a 
treaſonable deſign, their names, as he 
pretended, being enrolled for the pur- 
poſe, to ſeize the caſtle and turn it 
againſt the King's troops. 

T his intelligence produced the fol- 
lowing addreſs from the Houſe of 
Lords to the King, on the 15th of 
December 1768, concurred in by the 
Commons on the gth gf February, 
1709. : 

© As we conceive, that nothing 
can be more immediately neceſſary, 
either for the maintenance of his Ma- 
jeſty's authority in the faid province, 
or from guarding his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects therein from being further de- 
luded by the arts of wicked and de- 
ſigning men, than to proceed in the 
moſt ſpeedy and effectual manner for 
bringing to condign puniſhment the 
chief authors and inſtigators of the 
late diſorders, to beſeech his Majeſ- 
ty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to direct his Majeſty's Governor of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay to take the moſt 
effectual methods for procuring the 
ſulleſt in formation that can be ob- 

* The Aſſembly of South Carolina was 
about the ſame time removed from Charl:1- 
town to Port Royal, a remote place unfit to 
accommadite them. This method ot harraſ- 
ſing aſſemblies into the meaſures of a miniſtry, 
ſeems borrowed trom the favourite miniſter of 
Henry III. who, © to work his ends (as Gaſ- 
coign tells us) cauſed the Parliament to fit 
in villibus et r af rb s where few 
people, profter defictum koſpitii et viluclium, 
could attend, and by ſhitting that atlſembly 
from place to place to enforce (in the au.hor's 
words) los paucos qui remanebunt de communi- 
tete regni, concedere regi guamvis beſima,” 
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tained touching all treaſons, or mif- 
priſions of treaſon, committed within 
bis government ſince the zoth day of 
December laſt, and to tranſmit the 
ſame, together with the names of the 
perſons who were the moſt active in 


the commiſſion of ſuch offences, to 


one of his Majeſty's principal ſecre- 
taries of ſtate, in order that his Ma- 
jelly may iſſue a ſpecial commiſſion 
tor enquiring of, hearing and deter- 
mining the 1aid offences within this 
realm, purſuant to the proviſions of 
the ſtatute of the 35th year of the 
reign of King Henry the Eighth, 
if his Majeſty ſhall, upon receiving 
the ſaid information, ſee ſufficieng 
ground for ſuch a praceeding.” 
His Majeſty's an aber was : 
*© 1 ſhall not fail to give thoſe or- 


ders which you recommend, as the 


molt effectual method of bringing the 
authors of the late unhappy diſorders 
in that province to condign puniſhe 
ment.“ | 

But Governor Bernard thus armed 
with all the powers of government, 
was unable to ſubſtantiate his accu- 
ſation againſt a fingle perſon. 'The 
purpoſes for which the accuſation was 
deviſed were fully anſwered. An 
odium had been fixed upon the peo- 
ple, a military force had been ſent, 
which promiſed to create the very re- 
bellion he had falſely declared to ex- 
iſt, for the purpoſe of procuring that 
force, | | 

The manner in which he proceed- 
ed in his endeavours to ſtir up re- 
ſiſtance and create diſorders, is thus 
deſcribed in the narrative of the town, 
and which he has never been able to 
contradict. 

* Governor Bernard, without con - 
ſulting the council, having given up 
the {tate houſe to the troops at their 
landing, they took poſſeſſion of the 
chambers where the repreſentatives 
of the province and the court of law 
held their meetings; and (except the 
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council chamber) of all other parts of 
that houſe; in which they continued 
a conſiderable time, to the great an- 
noyance of thoſe courts while they 
ſat, and of the merchants and gen- 
tlemen of the town, who had always 
made the lower floor of it their ex- 
change. They had a right ſo to do, 
as the property of it was in the town; 
but they were deprived of that right 
by mere power.—'The ſaid Governor 
ſoon after, by every ſtratagem and 
method, but a forcible entry, endea- 
voured to get poſſeſſion of the manu- 
factory houſe, to make a barrack of 
it for the troops; and for that pur- 
poſe cauſed it to be beſieged by the 
troops, and the people in it to be 
uſed very cruelly; which extraor- 


dinary proceedings created univerſal 


uneaſineſs, ariſing from the appre- 
henſion that the troops, under the 
influence of ſuch a man, would be 
employed to effect the moſt dange- 
rous purpoſes; but failing of that, 
other houſes were procured, in which, 
contrary to act of Parliament, he 
cauſed the troops to be quartered. 
After their quarters were thus ſettled, 
the main guard was poſted at one of 
the ſaid houſes, directly oppoſite to, 
and not twelve yards from the ſtate- 
houſe, (where the general court and 
all the law courts for the county 
were held) with two field pieces 
pointed to the ftate-houſe. This 
ſituation of the main guard and field 
pieces ſeemed to indicate an attack 
upon the conſtitution, and a defiance 
of law; and to be intended to affront 
the legiſlative and executive autho- 
rity of the province.“ 

The general court, at the fiſt ſel. 
fion after the arriv al of the troops, 
viewed it in this light, and applied 
to Governor Bernard to remove: ſuch 
an offence, but to no purpoſe, Diſ- 
guſted at ſuch an indignity, and at 
the appearance of being under du- 


reſſe, they refuſed | to do . in 
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ſuch a ſituation, and were removed 
to another place, to the great in- 
convenience of the members. 

Beſides this, the challenging the 
inhabitants by centinels poſted in all 
parts of the town, occaſioned many 
quarrels and great uneafineſs. It 
was fully proved againſt Captain 
Wilſon of the 5gth Regiment, that 
he was exciting the Negroes of the 
town to take away their maſter's lives 
and property, and repair to the army 
for protection. To thefe were ad- 
ded — outrages, ſuch as the ſol- 
diers attacking and inſulting the 
magiſtrates of the town, reſcuing 
their fellows from the peace officers, 
firing loaded muſkets in the ſtreets to 
the great alarm and danger of the 
peaceable inhabitants, and wounding 
perſons trequently and wantonly with 
their bayonets and cutlaſſes. | 

Theſe inſults and outrages did not, 
however, produce the inſurrection 
that was wiſhed ; but an humble pe- 
tition from the repreſentatives of the 
people to his Majeſty againſt the au- 
thor of all thoſe evils Governor Ber- 
nard. 

This petition was N the 27th 
of June 1769. 
rogued the ae mbly to January 10th, 
1770, and came over to England. 
On the 25th of October, he preſent- 
ed a petition to bring the charges 
againſt him to a hearing. In the 
mean time orders were ſent to the 


nieutenant- governor, Mr. Hutchin- 


ſon, to pro:ogue the aſſembly to 8 


14th of March, which was done ac- 
cordingly. Notwithſtanding the agent 


repreſented the impoſſibility of the 
aſſembly even knowing that their pe- 
tition was to be hc ag, much leſs 
tranſmitting evidence in ſupport of 
the allegations it containcd, that this 
impoſſibility yas created by the very 
perſon accuſed, and who, in the face 
of that, called upon them to ſupport 
their ch arge, to. which the agent led 
de 


The Governor pro- 


* 
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ded an humble prayer, that the hear- 
ing might be deferred till convenient 
time was given for the meeting of the 
aſſembly and tranſmiſſion of evidence: 
yet the petition was ordered peremp- 
torily to a hearing on the 28th of Fe- 
bruary, when, in default of evidence, 
the ſeveral charges in jt were declared 
groundlefs, vexatious and ſcandalous, 
and that the petitioning could only 
be with a view of keeping up a ſpirit 
of clamour and diſcontent in the ſaid 

rovince. | 

Thus the people had the grief and 
mortification to find, that whether 
they were the accuſers or the accuſed, 
they were ſure of being cenſured ang 
condemned. This man had been in- 
ſtrumental in bringing upon them the 
odium of diſaffection and rebellion ; 
he had ſhut the ear of the King and 
parliament againſt their applications 
for redreſs of grievances ; he had con- 
tributed to the having a military force 
fent to dragoon them; he had, in 
violation of an expreſs act of parlia- 
ment, quartered thoſe troops in their 
town, with every circumſtance of in- 
ſolence and outrage ; he had ſubjected 
them to the intolerable oppreſſion of 
being dragged three thouſand miles, 
upon mere ſuſpicion, to ſtruggle for 
their lives and property, without 
friends and without witneſies, againſt 
all the force of miniſterial proſecution. 
Yet it was conceived that to petition 
againſt ſuch a man could only flow 
from factious motives, and becaute 
his own agency in proroguing the 
aſſembly rendered it 1mpoſhble they 
thould even know 1t was required of 
them to ſupport their charges againſt 
him, thoſe charges were pronounced 
groundleſs and malicious. With the 
feelings of men they could not but be 
ſenſibly affected by theſe proceedings, 
which, to ſpeak in the language of 
the poet, preaching to ſtones woul 
make them capable. | 
To heizhten the colouring of theſe 
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tranſactions, orders were ſent in 1771 
to the Governor, to refuſe his aſſent 
to any tax bill which ſhould include 
the commiſſioners of cuſtoms. Theſe 
gentlemen, whoſe officious and incen- 
diary zeal againſt that country had 
raiſed them to office, were to be diſ- 
tinguiſned more than the firſt men in 
this country, by an exemption from 
ſharing in the common burdens of the 
community. 

In 1772, the Judges ſalaries were 
ordered to be paid out of the extorted 
revenue, and not by grants from the 
repreſentatives of the people, as had 
been the conſtant uſage. Nothing 
could alarm the people more than 
this eſtabliſhment, as 1t ſtruck at once 
at the very root of the impartial ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, The inhabi- 
tants of Boſton ſay in their addreſs to 
the Governor, that“ as the judges 
hold their places during pleaſure, this 
eſtabliſhment was big with the moſt 
fatal evils.” | 

Both Governor Bernard and Go- 
vernor Hutchinſon had repeatedly re- 
preſented the diſcontent and oppoſi- 
tion, as ariſing from a factious few 
in Boſton; and that the province in 
general were averſe to their meaſures, 
and ſatisfied with their ſituation. To 
aſcertain the general ſentiments of 
the people, a committee was appoint- 
ed at Boſton, to repreſent their ſenſe 
of grievances to the reſt of the wwn- 
ſhips, and take their opinion upon 
them. This was accordingly done, 
the zd of November 1772. The 
reſt of the towns concurred moſt una- 
nimouſly in the ſame ſenſe of grie- 
vances, and deſire of having them re- 
dreſſed. 

On the 6th of January 1773, Go- 
vernor Hutchinion, in his ſpeech to 
the two Houſes of Aſſembly, chal- 
lenges them io a controverſy upon the 
ſupreme legiſlative authority of par- 
liament. The aſſembly, in their an- 
ſwer, take up che queſtion as à point 


of 
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of argument and ſpeculation, refuting 
his arguments, and controverting his 
concluſions. It was a queſtion, which, 
of themſelves, they had never ven- 
tured to agitate, and they entered 
into it now, when publicly provoked 
to it, with avowed reluctance.— We 
have the higheſt reſpect,“ ſay they, 
« for that auguſt hody the Parlia- 
ment, and do not preſume to pre- 
ſeribe the exact limits of its authority. 
Vet, with the deference that is due 
to it, we are humbly of opinion, that 
33 all human authority, in the na- 
tuxe of it, is and ought to be limited, 
it cannot conſtitutionally extend, for 
the reaſons we have above ſuggeſted, 
to the levying of taxes in any form 
on his Majeſty's ſubjects of this pro- 
vince. Theſe are great and rofound 
queſtions. It is the grief of this 
Houſe, that by the ill policy of a late 
injudicious adminiſtration, America 
has: been driven into the contem- 
E of them. And we cannot 
at expreſs our concern, that your 
Excellency by your ſpeech has re- 
duced us to the unhappy alternative, 
either of appearing by our ſilence to 
acquiefce in your Excellency's ſenti- 
ments, or of thus freely diſcuſſing this 
point.“ ; 
The moſt charitable conſtruction of 
this conduct in the Governor is, that 
it was prompted by indiſcreet zeal; 
che moſt probable conjecture is, that 
zt was a ſnare laid for the two Houſes 
10 draw. them into ſuch a denial of 
the ſupreme legiſlative authority of 
this country, as might expoſe them 
to its utmoſt indignation, Whether 
it aroſe from malice or indiſcretion, 
moſt certainly it was courting the 
diſeuſſion of a queſtion which com- 


mon ſenſe and common honeſty would 
| have wiſhed to cover with a ſacred 


and impenetrable veil. But the two 
Houles, though compelled into the 
ditcuſſion of the right as a ſpeculative 
Point, aad no idea of drawing it into 


queſtion practically. For in March 
following, the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives tranſmitted a letter to the ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, (the Earl of Dart- 
mouth) in which they thus ftate the 
exercile of that power, which was 
queſtionahle as to the right and grie- 
vous in its operation. 

** Your Lordſhip is well acquaint. 
ed with the ſeveral acts, by which the 
Britiſh Parliament have thought pro- 
per, within a few years paſt, to raiſe 
a revenue in America, without our 
conſent, 'The many and weighty 
reaſons againſt, and objections to 
thoſe acts, are fo well known and un- 
deritood by your Lordſhip, that we 
ſhall not take off your attention ta 
the great affairs of the nation, by 
particularly mentioning them at this 
time ; we only beg leave to ſay that 
we apprehend they tend to injure our 
commerce and ſubvert our liberties, 
and therefore are unjuſt, impolitic, 
and deſtructive of the real intereſt of 
the whole empire.” h 

The ſame temper and moderation 
appears in the letter addreſſed by both 

ouſes to the Earl of Dartmouth. 
Province of the Maſſacbuſelts-Bay, 

June 29th, 1773. 
My Lord,* 

The re-eftabliſhment of the union 
and harmony that formerly ſubſiſted 
between Great-Britain and her colo- 
nies is carneſtly to be wiſhed by the 
friends of both, As your Lordſhip, 
is one of them, the two Houſes of the 
Aſſembly of this province beg leave 
to addreſs you. The original cauſes 
of the interruption of that union and 
harmony may probably be found in 
the letters ſent from hence to admi- 
niſtration, and to other gentlemen of 
influence in parliament, ſince the ap- 
pointment of Sir Francis Bernard to 
the government of this province; and 
there 1s great reaſon to apprehend, 
that he and his coadjutors originally 

re- 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Dartmouth. 


commended and laid the plans for the 
eſtabliſhing the American revenue, 
out of which they expected large ſti- 
pends and appointments for them- 
ſelves, and which, through their in- 
ſtrumentality, has been the occaſion 
of all the evils that have ſince taken 
place. 

«© When we had humbly addreſſed 
his Majeſty, and petitioned both 
Houſes of Parliament, repreſenting 
our grievances, and praying for the 
repeal of the revenue acts, the like 
inſtruments, and probably the ſame, 
exerted themſelves to prevent thoſe 

titions being laid before his Ma- 
jeſty and the Parliament, or to fruſ- 
trate the prayer of them. Of this 
we have juſt had ſome new and unex- 
pected evidence from original letters 
of Governor Hutchinſon and Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Oliver; in which 
the former particularly and expreſsly, 
by his letter of the 1oth of Decem- 
ber 1768, endeavoured, in co-opera- 
tion with Governor Bernard, to fruſ- 
trate a petition of a number of the 
council for the repealing thoſe acts, 
and to procure his Majeſty's cenſure 
on the petitioners; and the letters 
of the latter, by the diſadvantageous 
idea conveyed by them of the two 
Houſes of Aſſembly, manifeſtly tend- 
ed to create a prejudice againſt any 
petitions coming from a body of ſuch 
a character; and his letter of the 
i1ith of May 1768 in particular, 
mentions the petition of the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives to his Majeſty, 
and their letters to divers noble 
Lords, with ſuch circumſtances as 


had a tendency to defeat the petition, 


and render the letters of no effect. 

« Tt is now manifeſt, my Lord, 
what practices and arts have been 
uſed to miſlead adminiilration, both 
in the firſt propoſal of American re- 
venue acts, and in the cont.nuance 
of them: but when they had loſt 
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their force, and there appeared, un- 
der the influence of your Lordſhip, a 
diſpoſition in Parliament to repeal 
thoſe acts, his Excellency Governor 
Hutchinſon, in his ſpeech at the 
opening of the laſt ſeſſion of the ge- 
neral court, was pleaſed to throw out 
new matter for contention and de- 
bate, and to call on the two Hoaſes, 
in ſuch a preſſing manner as amount- 
ed to little ſhort of a challenge to 
anſwer him. Into ſuch a dilemma 
were they brought by the ſpeech, 
that they were under a neceſſity of 
giving ſuch anſwers to it as they did, 
or having their conduct conſtrued 
into an acquieſcence with the doc- 
trines contained in it, which would 
have been an implicit acknowledg- 
ment that the province was in a ſtate 
of ſubjection differing very little from 
ſlavery. The anſwers were the effect 
of neceſſity, and this neceſſity occa- 
ſioned great grief to the two Houſes, 
The people of this province, m 

Lord, are true and faithful ſubjects 
ot his Majeſty, and think themſelves 


happy in their connection with Great 


Britain. 

They would rejoice at the reſto- 
ration of the harmony and good will 
that once ſubſiſted between the pa- 
rent ſtate and them: but it is in vain 
to expect this happineſs during the 
continuance of ther grievances, and 
while the charter rights, one after 
another, are wreſted from them. A- 
mong theſe rights is the ſupporting 
of the officers of the crown by grants 
from the aſſembly; and in an eſpe- 
cial manner, the ſupporting of the 
judges 1a the ſame way, on whoſe 


judgment the province is dependent 


in the moſt im portant caſes, of life, 
liberties, and property. If warrants 
have not yet been, or if they already 
have been iſſued, we earnvftly be; 
the favour of your Lordihip's inter- 
poiition to ſuppreſs or recal them, 


IF 
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If your Lordſhip ſhould condeſcend to of 


what are the means of reftoring the har- 
mony ſo much defired, aue ſhould anſwer 
in a word, that wwe are hunibly f 
opinion, if things were brought to the 

eneral tate in which they ſtcod at the 
concluſion of the late war, it would re- 
fore the happy harmony which at that 
lime ſubfifted . 0 

««. Your Lordſhip's appointment to 
be principal Secretary of State for 
the American department has given 
the colonies the higheſt ſatisfaction. 
They think it a happy omen, and 
that it will be productive of Ameri- 
can tranquility, conſiſtent with their 
rights as Britiſh Subjects. The two 
Houſes humbly hope for your Lord- 
ſhip's influence to bring about fo 
happy an event, and in the mean 
time they can with full confidence re- 
ly on your Lordſhip, that the machi- 
nations of Sir Francis Bernard, and 
other known enemies of the peace of 
Great-Britain and her colonies, will 
not be ſuffered to prevent or delay it: 

This letter which has been a- 
greed on by both Houſes, is in their 
name, and by their order, ſigned and 
tranſmitted to your Lordſhip, by, my 
Lord, your Lordſhip's molt obedient, 
and very humble ſervant, 

THro. FLuckex, Secretary.“ 
(COPY.) 

In the mean time the repreſentatives 
of the people have omitted no oppor- 
tunity of laying their griefs at the foot 
of the throne, with the moſt humble 
ſupplications for relief. 

Their petition to the King in 1772 
ſpeaks thus :—*©* The inhabitants of 
this province had long ſhared 1n the 
bleſſings of good government under 
the mild adminiſtration of your Ma- 
jeſty and your royal predeceſſors, until 
your Britiſh Parliament law at to 
paſs divers acts for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of raiſing a revenue in America, 


© - . _ 
without the conſent of your ſubjects 


inhabiting therein. It was this that 
filled the minds of your ſubjects of 
this province with diſcontent ; being 
grieved that your Majeſty's council 
{ſhould adviſe to a meaſure, which in 
a great degree deprives them of the 
rights and liberties of free and natu- 
ral ſubjects granted to them by the 
charter. The Houſe of Repretenta- 


tives did, in the year 1768, demon- 


ſtrate to your Majeſty this grievous 
in fraction of their deafelt rights of 
Engliſhmen. Ouf hearts ate too 
deeply impreſſed with loyalty and 
affection to your Majeſty's perſon and 
family to imagine, that a failure of 
the redreſs then prayed for, can Be 
imputed to any want of paternal re- 


pro in your royal mind for all your 


ubjects. It becomes us rather to ſup- 
poſe, that the petition and complaint, 
unfortunately for us, did not reach 
tne throne.“ | | 

They repeat the ſame ſubject of 
complaint 1n their petition of 1773, 
in theſe words: * The Parliament 
of Great- Britain, in which your ſub- 


jects here are not and cannot be re- 


preſented, hath exerciſed a power of 
raifing a revenue within the province, 
to the great grief and diſtreſs of 


your Majeſty's people, and, we con- 


ceieve, in repugnance to the royal 
charter. Your petitioners did, at 


the laſt ſeſſion of this afſembly, 


make their humble ſupplication to 
your Majeſty, praying the interpo- 
ſition of your royal clemency for 
the redreſs of their grievances ; but 
we know not whether our petition 
was ever laid before your Majeſ- 
t 0 
Beſides the cauſes of uneaſineſs and 
irritation already mentioned, ſundry 
inſtructions have been ſent to the go- 
vernor of this province, ſince the 
year 1770, Which tended to keep the 
people in continual alarm and diſcon- 
tent. The nature of theſe inſtrue- 

tions 
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tions is full explained in the follow- 
ing extract from a letter of the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, to the Earl of 
Dartmouth. 

«« We cannot refrain from expreſſ- 
ing our ſtrongeſt apprehenſions, that 
the inſtructions which have of late been 
given to the governor by the mini- 
ſtry, if perſiſted in, will entirely de- 
ſtroy our libertiesz and ſubvert our 
happy conſtitution, In purſuance of 
inſtructions, the garriſon of our prin- 
cipal fortreſs, Caſtle- William, has 
been withdrawn, and a garriſon of 
his Majeſty's regular. troops, over 
whom the governor has declared he 
has no controul, placed in their ſtead. 
By this means the governor has no 
longer that command of this for- 
treſs, which he is veſted with by the 
royal charter. Upon this occaſion 
we would refer it to your Lord ſhip's 
conſideration, whether the eftabliſh- 
ment of the office, and power of a 
military commander in chief, not 
ſubordinate to, but independent of, 
uncontrouled by, and in fome in- 
ſtances ſuperſediog the power and 
authorities already granted to the 
governors and captains-general of the 
provinces, with a juriſdiction extend- 
ing over the whole continent of 
America, is not repugnant to law, 
and to the principles of prudence 
and found policy; and muſt not be 


very alarming to all thoſe who have 


any regard for the liberties of the 
conſtitution either of Great-Britain, 
or of the colomes. 

« By virtue of inſtructions, the 
hon--»rable his Majeſty's council are 
for..,d to meet and tranſact matters 
of a public concern, as a council 
of advice to the governor, unlets 
called by the governor; and if they 
ſhould ſo meet at any time, the go- 
vernor is ordered to negative them at 
the next election. ; 

„ Notwithſtanding the charter ful- 
ly authoriſes and empowers the gene- 


ral court to impoſe and levy propor- 
tionable and reaſonable rates and 
taxes upon the eſtates and perſons of 
all and every the proprietors and in- 
habitants of the province, yet the 
Governor has been inſtructed not to 
give his conſent to any law or laws, 
by which the commiſſioners, or an 

perſon employed in the King's ſer- 
vice, whoſe offices have no peculiar 
relation to this province, ſhall be 
taxed, This we conceive is repug- 
nant to the privilege granted by char- 
ter, which makes the general court 
the only proper judges, who are to 
be exempted from taxes.—By in- 
ſtruction alſo, the Governor is forbid 
to give his conſent, upon any pre- 
tence whatever, to any vote or order 
for the payment of any falary or al- 
lowance to any perſon or perſons ap- 
pointed to negotiate the affairs of the 
province in Great Britain, other 
than ſuch as ſhall be thereunto ap- 
pointed by an act of the whole legiſ- 
lature, or by a vote of the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, to which the Gover- 


nor and council reſpectively have 


given their concurrence, Of what 
ſervice can ſuch an agent be to the 
province, eſpecially while matters 
which ſo nearly affect the very funda- 
mentals of the conſtitution are in 
diſpute. For if he muſt receive his 
inſtructions from all the branches of 
the legiſlature, as may, and un- 
doubtedly will be infifled on, can it 
be expected they will agree in a ſet 
of inſtructions in our preſent critical 
ſituation ? If it ſhould be ſaid that 
either branch would have a right to 
inſtruct the agent ſeparately, yet it 
may happen, eſpecially if the agent 
be equally obliged to purſue his in- 
ſtructions from each branch, that in 
the moſt important matters the in- 
ſtructions will be various and contra- 
dictory, which muſt totally deprive 
us of any beneft from his agency, in 
all ſuch caſes. In ſhort, it is de- 
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274 
feating us of every valuble purpoſe, 
as we conceive, that might accrue to 
the province by an agent at the court 
of Great Britain. Moreover, with 
ſuch an agent, under the direction of 
the three branches, will it not be 
utterly impracticable for the aſſembly 
ever to lay before their Sovereign 
their complaints againſt the corrupt 
and arbitrary adminiſtration of a 
Governor ? Self-defence, my Lord, 
whether it regard individuals or bo- 
dies of men, is the firſt law of na- 
ture. 'The right of defence includes 
all means requiſite and proper for 
that defence, and conſequently a 
right to appoint and ſupport their 
own defender. It mult therefore ap- 
pear, that the houſe has, more eſpe- 
cially when their deareſt rights are at 
ſtake, a clear and juſt right to ap- 
point an agent for themſelves, wich. 
out the concurrence of the Gover- 
nor. 

It maſt be apparent to your 
Lordſhip, that while our judges hold 
their commiſhons during pleaſure 
only, if they are to receive their ſup- 
port from the crown, independent 
of the free grants of the people, they 
will be dependent on the crown both 
for their places and ſupport; and we 
ſhould ſubmit to your Lordſhip's 
conſideration, whether thts be not a 
fituation in which no man could wiſh 
to be, who is properly impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of human depravity, or 
who has a due regard for juſtice. In 


ſuch a caſe, what decifions muſt the 


ople expect, when the diſpute lies 

tween prerogative and privilege ? 

We beg your Lordihip's candid 
attention to the unhappy circom- 
ſtances of the province; and hope the 
repreſentation we have made of our 
grievances will mect with a favoura- 
ble reception. Tue colonies are far 
from bell. g inieofible of their happi- 
neis, in being conneetcd with the 
mother ccuniry, and of the mutual 
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benefits derived from it; and ſhall at 
all times eſteem it our glory to culti- 
vate, as far as our influence may 
extend, the warmeſt ſentiments of 
loyalty and affection to his Majeſty, 
and to promote a happy union and 
harmony between the ſubjects of 
Great Britain and thoſe of the colo- 
nies, We are greatly aggrieved, 
We think it our indiſpenſable duty 
to point out to your Lordſhip our grie- 
vances; we have fr — done it 
heretofore to adminiſtration. We 
have failed of ſucceſs. Inſtead of 
being relieved, our grievances have 
been increaſed, Our conſtituents 
are juſtly and univerſally alarmed, 
and filled with anxious concern at the 
preſent poſttue of affairs. 

It is proper to ſay a ſingle word 
about agency, Mr. De Berdt was 
appointed by the Houſe only, 7th 
November 1765; he was admitted, 
without the leaſt queſtion, as agent, 
at the Board of 'Trade, under dif- 
ferent adminiſtrations, and Gover- 
nor Bernard gave his aſſent to a 
Bill for paying his ſalary ſo late 
as the year 1768. It happened to 
be the duty of the agent ſoon 
after to convey the complaints of 
his conſtituents to the throne, both 
againſt the minifter and the go- 
vernor. In this buſineſs a faithful 
honeſt agent was found exceedingly 
troubleſome. Such repreſentations 
were therefore made by the gover- 
nor, and ſuch inſtructions ſent by 
the miniſter, as incapacitated the 
Houſe from paying their agent, un- 
lefs they would have one approved 
of by the very perſons againſt whom 
it might be his duty to act. This 
meaſure needs no comment. It ws 
not in human depravity to deviſe 
an act of more groſs injuſtice, than 
that of debarring men of the means 
of defending themſelves when ac- 
cuſed, or of complaining when in- 


Jjured. 
With 


With all theſe repeated diſap- 
pointments and accumulated grie- 
vances rankling -in the minds of 
the people, the Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives received, through the hands 
of their agent, ſome original let- 
ters written by their Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor to perſons of 
influence in England, Theſe let- 
ters contained a moſt unfavourable 
repreſentation of the principles and 
proceedings of the people, and of 
their repreſentatives. hey called 
for puniſhment upon individuals, 
and reſtraints upon the whole by 
an abridgement of their liberties. 
The means of altering the char- 
ter, and of new modelling the con- 
ſtitution of the colony, ſo as to ren- 
der the crown abſolute, were point- 
ed out with a malignant ability. 


Strong injunctions were added of 


the neceſſity of finding out ſome 
way, to TAKE OFF the original 
incendiaries,“ leſt they ſhould “ con- 
tinue to inſtil their poiſon into the 
minds of the people.” 

Theſe letters were read with grief, 
aſtoniſhment, and indignation. The 

ople viewed the writers of them 
in the moſt criminal light. They 
conſidered them as the intentional 
anthors of all their paſt calamities, 
and the enemies of their future 
peace and happineſs. What aggra- 
vated the crime was, that theſe men 
were their countrymen, had always 
profeſſed the warmeſt wiſhes for the 
welfare of the province and of the 
people ; and in conſequence of thoſe 
profeſſions, had obtained their high- 
eſt confidence and reſpect. This 
character was peculiarly competent 
to one of the letter writers. He 
was the Strafford of his time. The 
ſecret manner in which the letters 
had been conveyed, made the trea- 
7 tenfold more terrible and offen- 
ve. 

The Houſe of Repreſentatives 
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voted an humble petition to the 


King for the removal of theſe 
vernors, ** who had rendered them- 
ſelves juſtly obnoxious to the people, 
and entirely loſt their confidence. 
His Majeſty's council in the pro- 
vince reſolved, at the ſame time, that 
it would be for his Majeſty's ſervice, 
and the peace of the province to re- 
move them, 

'This petition was heard before 
a Committee of the Lords of the 
Privy Council, where an illiberal 
lawyer was hired and permitted to 
abuſe the petitioners and their agent, 
in the groſſeſt terms ſcurrility could 
invent; and the Lords reported, 
That the petition was ground- 
lefs, vexatious and ſcandalous, and 
calculated only for the ſeditious pur- 
poſes of keeping up a ſpitit of cla- 
mour and diſcontent in the pro- 
vince. That nothing had been laid 
before them which did or could, in 
their opinion, in any manner, or 1n 
any degree impeach the honour, in- 
tegrity or conduct of the governor or 
lieutenant governor.” 

It is curious to obſerve that Mr. 
Hutchinſon, in his hiſtory, has de- 
ſcribed his own ſituation in that of 
Governor Dudley, in the year 1705, 
„The people (ſays he) in general, 
looked upon him as an enemy, nevn 
to the privileges of the new char- 
ter. Sir Henry .{ſhurſt procured an 
original letter, wrote by the gover- 
nor's ſon Paul, who was then Attor- 
ney general, to Mr. Floyd, and ſent 
it to New England, in which were 
theſe expreſſions, the government and 
colledge are diſpoſed of here in chimney 


corners, and private meetings, as con- 


fidently as can be—This country will 
never be worth living in, for gen- 
tlemen and lawyers, till the charter 
is taken away. Copies were diſ- 

erſed about the province, and the 
E was ſoon after printed.“ 
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Sir Henry Aſhurſt was agent for 
the province, and a man of high 
character, credit, and honour. Mr. 
Hutchinſon paſſes no cenſure on this 
action, neither does it appear to have 
been cenſured at the time. Not that 
Wedderburns were wanting, but that 
the times did not countenance their 
ſcurrility. 

In December 1773, a large quan- 
tity of tea, ſhipped by the Eaſt 
India company, with the duty im- 
poſed by Parliament to be paid in 
America, arrived at Boſton. All 
the colonies to which the tea under 
the ſame circumſtances was deſtined, 
had publicly reſolved that it ſhould 
not be admitted. The directors of 
the Eaſt India company had been 
forewarned of its fate, and an offer 
made before it was ſhipped to pay 
the duty here. But the tea was 
deſtined to produce the commotions 
it occaſioned, and the offer was re- 
jected. The people met in Boſton, 
and inſiſted on the tea being ſent 
back. The governor refuſed to per- 
mit the ſhip to return, upon which 
ſome perſons in diſguiſe deſtroyed 
it in the night. It is manifeſt that 
the governor intended to urge them 
to this extremity, or elſe he would 
have acted, as General Haldimand 
writes he expected Governor Tryon 
would do, to prevent dangerous 
extremities, rather chute to permit 
the teas ſhould be ſent back to Eng- 
land.” The ſame was permitted 
at Philadelphia, and the tea actu- 
ally (ent back on the 27th of De- 
cember. General Haldimand declares 
this was the determination of every 
colony. The teveral governors 
(ſays he) of other provinces, will 
undoubtedly make your Lordſhip 
2cquairt:ted with the oppoſition in- 
tznded, and made in their reſpec- 
tive governments aginſt the land- 
ing the tea; the whole proceeding 
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from an almoſt unanimous reſolution 
not to pay =_ new duties or taxes 
laid by the Parliament of Great 
Britain.” . 
Governor Hutchinſon's ſon and 
his near relation were the conſignees 
of the tea, and the perſons moſt in- 
tereſted in the ſale of it. As the 
conſignees had refuſed to reſign the 
tea. their windows were broke by 
the mob. Upon this they applied to 
his Majeſty's council for protection, 
who came to the following report 
upon the application. | 
In council Nov: 27, 1773, the 


petition of Richard Clark, Efq; 


and others (to whom the Eaſt India 
company have conſigned a quantity 
of their tea) being referred to this 
day, the ſame was taken up; and 
after long debates, Mr. Danforth, 
Mr. Bowdoin, Mr. Dexter, and Mr. 
Winthrop, were appointed a com- 
mittee thereon, who reported, and 
the report after debate was referred 
for further conſideration to Monday 
next, at ten o'clock, A. M. 

Monday, Nov. 29, 1773. The 
ſaid report was again confidered, and 
after ſome amendment unanimouſly 
agreed to. . It is as follows : 

«© Previous to the conſideration 
of the petition before the Board, 
they would make a few obſervations 
occaſioned by the ſubject of it. The 
ſituation of things between Great 
Britain and the colonies has been 
for ſome years paſt very unhappy. 
Parliament ' on the one hand has 
been. taxing the colonies, and they 
on the other have been petition- 
ing and remonſtrating againſt it; 
apprehending they have conſtitution- 
ally an excluliye right of taxing 
themſelves, and that without ſuch 
a right their condition would be 
but little better than ſlavery. Poſ- 
ſeſſed of theſe ſentiments, every new 
m2aiure of Parliament, tending to 
| | | eſtabliſh 


eſtabliſh and confirm a tax on them, 
renews and increaſes their diſtreſs ; 
and it is particularly increaſed by the 
act lately made, empowering the 
Eaſt India company to ſhip their tea 
to Amencs, s. | 
© This act in a commercial view 
they think introductive of mono- 
polies, and tending to bring on 
them the extenſive evils thence ariſ- 
ing: but their great objection to 
it is from its being manifeſtly in- 
tended (though that intention is not 
expreſſed therein) more effectually 
to ſecure the payment of the duty 
on tea, laid by an act paſſed in the 
7th year of his preſent Majeſty, in- 
titled, An act for granting certain 
duties in the Britiſh Colonies and 
Plantations in America;* which act 
in its operation deprives the colo- 
niſts of the right above-mentioned 
(the exclutive right of taxing them- 
ſelves) which they hold to be fo 
eſſential an one, that it cannot be 
taken away, or given up, without 
their being degraded, or degrading 
themſelves below the character of 
men. It not only deprives them 
of that right, but enacts that the 
monies ariſing from the duties grant- 
ed by it may be applied ““ as his 
Majeſty or his ſucceſſors ſhall think 
proper or neceſſary, for defraying 


the charges of the adminiſtration 


of juſtice, and the ſupport of the 
civil government, within all or any 
of the ſaid colonies and planta- 
tions.“ | | 

„This clauſe of the act has al- 
ready operated in ſome of the colo- 
nies, and ia this colony in particular, 
with regard to the ſupport of civil 
government, and thereby has ope- 
rated in diminution of its chartcr 
rights, to the great grief of the good 
»eople of it, who have been, and 
fal are, greatly alarmed by repeated 
reports, that it is to have a further 
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operation with reſpect to the defray- 
ing the charge of the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, which would not only 
be a further diminution of thoſe 
rights, but tend in all conſtitutional 
queſtions, and in many other caſes 
of importance, to bias the judges 
againſt the ſubject. They humbly 
rely on the juſtice and goodneſs of 
his Majeſty for the reſtitution and 
preſervation of thofe rights. | 

„This ſhort ſtate of facts the 
Board thought neceſſary to be given, 
to ſhew the cauſe of the preſent great 
uneaſineſs, which is not confined to 
this neighbourhood, but 1s general 
and extenſive. The people think 
their excluive right of taxing them- 
ſelves by their repreſentatives in- 
fringed and violated by the act above- 
mentioned; that the new act, em- 
powering the Eaſt India company 
to import their tea into America, 
confirms that violation, and is 2 
new effort, not only more effectu- 
ally to ſecure the payment of the 
tea duty, but lay a foundation for 
the enhancing it; and in a like 
way, if this ſhould ſucceed, to lay 
other taxes on America; that it is 
in its attendants and conſequences 
ruinous to the liberties and proper- 
ties of themſelves, and their poſte- 
rity; that as their numerous peti- 
tions for relief have been rejected, 
the ſaid new act demonſtrates an 
unwillingneſs in miniſtry that par— 
liament ſhould grant them relief; 
that this is the ſource of their diſ- 
treſs that borders on deſpair; and 
that they know not where to apply 
for relief. 

* Theſe being the ſentiments of 
the people, it is become the indiſ- 
penſable duty of the Board to men- 
tion them, that the occaſion of the 
late demands on Mr. Clark and 
others (the agents for the Eaſt India 
company) and of the conſequent diſ- 
turbances, 
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turbances, might appear: and we 
mention them, not to juſtify thoſe 
diſturbances, the authors of which 
we have adviſed ſhould be proſecuted, 
but to give a juſt idea of the riſe of 
them. 

On this occaſion, juſtice impels 
us to declare, that the people of this 
town and province, _—_ they have 
a high ſenſe of liberty, derived from 
the manners, the example and con- 
ſtitution of the mother country, have, 
till the late parliamentary taxations 
of the colonies, been as free from 
diſturbances - as any people what- 
ever. a 

This repreſentation the boar 
thought neceſſary to be made prior to 
their taking notice of the petition of 
the agents above- mentioned; to the 
conſideration of which they now pro- 
ceed. 

„The petitioners beg leave to 
reſign themſelves, and the property 
committed to their care, to his Ex- 
cellency and the board, as guardians 
and protectors of the people, pray- 
Tg, meaſures may be directed to 
for the landing and ſecuring the tea, 
&c.> With regard to the perſonal 
tion of the petitioners, the 
rd have not been informed, that 
they have applied for it to any of 
the juſtices of the peace; within whofe 
department it is to take cognizance 
of the caſe of the petitioners, and of 
all other breaches of the peace ; they 
being veſted by law with all the au- 
thority neceſſary for the protection of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects. In the prin- 
cipal inſtance of abuſe,* of which 
they complain, the board have alrea- 
dy adviſed, that the authors ſhould 
be proſecuted according to law ; and 
they do adviſe the ſame in the 
ather inſtances mentioned in their pe- 
tition. 

„With regard to the tea commit- 

ted to the care of the petitioners, the 


Some of their windows were broken, 
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board have no authority to take either 
that or any other merchandize out of 
their care; and ſhould they do it, 
or give any order or advice concern- 
ing it, and a loſs enſue, they appre- 
hend they ſhould make themſelves re- 
ſponſible for it. With reſpect to the 
pee of the petition, ©* that mea- 
ures may be directed to for landin 
and ſecuring the tea,“ the bout 
would obſerve on it, that the duty on 
the tea becomes payable, and muſt be 
paid, or ſecured to be paid, on its 
being landed. And ſhould they di- 
rect or adviſe to any meaſure for 
landing it, they would of courſe ad- 
viſe to a meaſure for procuring the 
payment of the duty, and therefore 

adviſing to a meaſire inconſiſtent 
with the declared ſentiment of both 
Houſes in the laſt winter ſeſſion of 
the you court, which they appre- 
hend to be altogether inexpedient and 
Improper. | 

(The board, however, qn this oc- 
caſion aſſure your Excellency, that as 
they have ſeen, with regret, ſome 
late diſturbances, and have adviſed to 
the proſecuting the authors of them, 
ſo ho will, in all legal methods, 
endeavour, to the utmoſt of their pow- 
er, to prevent them in future. 

„ Whereupon adviſed, That his 
Excellency renew his orders to his 
Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, ſheriffs, 
and other peace officers, to exert 
themſelves to the utmoſt for the ſe- 
curity of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs, the 
preſervation of peace and good order, 
and for preventing all offences againſt 
the law.“ 

On the 18th of February 1774, 
the whole Houſe of Repreſentatives 
waited on the governor with a ſecond 
petition, for the removal of the chief 
juſtice, who had rendered himſelf in- 
capable, by accepting a ſalary from 
the crown, at whoſe will he alſo held 
his place. They ſay, © Your Ex- 
cellency will pleaſe to conſider 2 | 

this 
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this Houſe is well acquainted with 


the general ſenſe of their conſtituents 
in this matter; and we can now aſ- 
ſure you, that the continuance of 
the chief juſtice in his place, will 
increaſe the uneaſineſs of the people 
without doors, and endanger the pub- 
lic tranquility. We therefore ear- 
neſtly intreat your Excellency, that 
while we are in this inſtance em- 
ploying the powers with which we 
are entruſted in promoting the tran- 
quillity and good order of govern- 
ment, we may,” agreeably to your 
declaration in your ſpeech to both 
Houſes, find that you are ready to 
give your conſent to a requeſt of 
the Houſe intended for that and other 
great and important purpoſes: and 
that your Excellency will immedi- 
ately take every ſtep for the removal 
of the chief juſtice from the ſuperior 
court.“ 1 

The governor returned them a po 
ſitive denial, accompanied with a cu- 
rious piece of equivocation, The 
Houſe had prayed that he would take 
the advice of his Majeſty's council 
upon their petition, conformable to 
the charter.— To which he anſwers, 
That though he was. by charter to 
act with the advice and aſſiſtance of 
his council, yet the ſummoning of 
the council was in his diſcretion. Thus 
was the protective proviſion of the 
charter effectually evaded. 
This is a full and fair ſtate of the 
proceedings in and reſpecting the 
province of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
from the year 1762 to 1774. 

The candid reader will judge what 
cauſes of diſcontent have been given 
them, and whether they have opera- 
ted beyond their natural bounds. If 
they have been particularly unquiet, 
they have alſo been particularly irri- 
tated and injured. Imagining our. 
ſelves in their ſituation, will, I be- 
lieve, prevent us from ſeverely cen- 
ſuring their conduct, 


It is manifeſt that they have con- 
ſtantly expreſſed their complaints in 
petitions conceived in the moſt mea- 
ſured language of ſubordination and 
reſpet. That they have repeatedly 
acknowledged the ſupreme legiſlative 
authority of parliament. That the 
only inſtance in which they ſeem to 
have queſtioned it, was in a mere ſpe- 
culative diſpute, purpoſely provoked 
by the governor. That the conſtant 
ſubject of their complaints has been 
the having their money taken from 
them without their conſent ; the ſub- 
ſtituting a dependent Judge, bribed 
by being paid out of the forfeitures, 
to determine in all cauſes of revenue, 


by the rules of the civil law, and 


without a jury ; and the vioiation of 
their ſecurity in the due adminiſtra- 
tion of government and of juſtice, by 
rendering the governor and judges 
totally dependent on the crown. That 
their wiſh has been to return to the 
ſtate in which they were before the 
paſſing theſe laws and ſending theſe 
inſtructions, and not to become inde- 
pendent of Great-Britain. 'This ap- 
pears not only from their repeated 
and authentic declarations, but from 
Governor Hutchinſon's letters. The 
enemies of government (ſo is he 
pleaſed to ſtile the Council, the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, and the people) 
gave out, that their friends in parlia- 
ment were increaſing, and all things 


would be ſoon on the old footing ; in 


other words, that all acts impoſing 
duties would be repealed, the com- 
miſſioners board diſſolved, the cuſtoms 
put on their old footing, and illicit 
trade be carried on with little or no 
hazard.“ The malignity of this re- 
flection upon the people, will plainly 
appear from the following declara- 
tion of Governor Bernard, whoſe te{- 
timony in their favour will hardly be 
queſtioned. I do not pretend, ſays 
he, that this province is entirely free 
from the breach of thoſe laws (of 

trade,) 
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trade,) but only that ſuch breach, if 
diſcovered, is ſurely puni/hed.* What 
more can be ſaid of the belt country 
upon earth? Yet Governor Hutchin- 
fon does not ſcruple to charge them 
with having been all ſmugglers, and 
to throw an odium upon their ſtrug- 
gling for their rights by the 1mpu- 
tation of their ſole object being to 
renew that illicit trade with impu- 
nity. 

It muſt alſo appear from their pro- 
ceedings, that their great crime has 
been their conſtancy in petitioning 
for redreſs of grievances ; which has 
been attempted to be repreſſed, even 
by the moſt unjuſtifiable means of 
refuſing them an agent to vindicate 
them when miſrepreſented, and ſup- 
port their complaints. While this 
common right of juſtice is denied 
them, perſons are notoriouſly hired 
here to load them in the public pa- 
pers with every ſpecies of opprobri- 
um, falſhood, and abuſe. There are 
two things which deſerve the moſt 
particular attention: 1ſt, That when- 
ever affidavits were taken on the part 
of the people, they were taken in 
public, with ſummonſes to all perfons 
concerned to attend, and croſs ex- 
amine the witneſſes : on the contrary, 
thoſe which were obtained by the go- 
vernor and comimiſſtioners, accuſing 
the people, were made in {ecret, the 
perſons accuſed unapprized and to- 
tally ignorant of the proceeding, they 
were tranſinitted in ſecret, and the 
injured perſons by mere accidents, 
and after they had operated to their 
hurt, had an opportunity of ſeeing 
and refuting them. The inſtances 
on both ſides will be found in the 
affidavits taken on the ſeizure of the 
ſloop Liberty, and the riot, and in 
Mr. Oliver's afliidavit, and the nar- 
rative of the town, reſpecting the 
maſſacre on the 5th of March. 2d. 
That the chief and almoſt only con- 
tinual witneſſes againſt the people, 
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are, the Governors Bernard and 
Hutchinſon : the former of whoni 
has long laboured under an accuſa- 
tion upon oath of groſs corruption 
in his office; the latter has been de- 
tected in the baſeſt plot againſt their 
liberties; and both are at open en- 
mity with the people, having been 
petitioned againſt by their repreſen- 
tatives, as univerſally odious. How 
far the repreſentatives of men fo 
circumſtanced can be preſumed fair 
and 1mpartial, or deſerve credit, 
muſt be left to the candid to deter- 
mine. | 

We have ſeen their petitions either 
intercepted, or treated with a con- 
temptuous filence, or anſwered with 
the ſevereſt cenſures. Seven years 
ſupplication has brought no relief. 
And now, to fill up the meaſure of 
their misfortunes, their port is ſtopt 
up, their charter is to be ſubverted, 
and a lawleſs army let looſe upon 
them. They have been tried, con- 
demned and puniſhed, unheard and 
unapprized of the whole proceeding. 
They are left to weep over their ap- 
prehenſions, realized in the utter ſub- 
verſion of their liberties. This ac- 
cumulation of calamities is heaped 
upon them, becauſe high and ſtrong - 
reſentments, as they naturally muſt, 
have followed ſevere and reiterated 
injuries: becauſe diſcontent has ariſen 
from diſappointed and deſpiſed com- 
plaints; and violence from inſulted 
diſcontent. 

Whoever will take the tronble of 
reading, in the hiſtory of this moſt 
meritorious and unhappy people, the 
unparalelied hardſhips mY which 
they purchaſed thoſe liberties we have 
now torn from them; and view the de- 
plorable, the deſperate ſituation, to 
which they are now reduced —how- 
ever obdurate, however prejudiced he 
may be, he mult think, at leaſt, 
one human tear may drop, and be for- 
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